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CIRCULAR    LETTER, 


HISTORICAL    SOCIETY, 

RefpeBfully  addrejfed  to  every  Gentleman  of  Sciemc  in  th(  Continent 
and  IJlands  of  America,'     ' ' 

SIR, 

A  SOCIETY  has  lately  been  inftituted  in  this  State,  called  tte 
Historical  Society  ;  the  profeffed  defign  of  which  is,  'to 
colleft,  preferve  and  communicate,  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  o£ 
this  country,  and  accounts  ot  all  valuable  efforts  of  human  ingenuity 
and  induftry,  from  the  beginning  of  its  fettlement.  In  purfuance  of 
this  plan,  they  have  already  amalFed  a  large  quantity  of  books,  pamph- 
lets and  manufcripts ;  and  are  ftill  in  fearch  ot  more  :  A  catalogue  o£ 
tvhich  will  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  public. 

They  have  alfo  encouraged  the  publication  of  a  monthly  pamphlet  in 
which  is  given  the  refult  of  their  inquires,  into  the  natural,  politicai 
and  ecclefiallical  hiilory  ot  this  country.  It  is  requefted  that  you 
would  contribute  to  its  value  and  importance,  by  attention  to  the  arti- 
cles annexed.  The  Society  beg  leave  to  depend  on  your  obliging  anf- 
werto  thefe  heads  ot  inquiry,  when  leifure  and  opportunity  will  per- 
mit. 

Your  letters  addrclTed,  free  of  expenfe,  to  the  fubfcriber,  willbc  grafe- 
tully  received,  and  duly  noticed  in  the  Society's  publications  ;  and  you 
will  have  the  fatisfa61ion  of  contributing  to  the  general  flock  of  knowl- 
edge, with  which  they  hope  to  entertain  the  public. 
In  the  name,  and  by  order  of  the  Society,    . 

JEREMY  BELKNAP,  Correfponding  Secretary, 
Boffon  in  Maffachufetts. 
•  November  i,  1791. 

Articles  on  which  the  &ociety  requejl  information. 

1.  The  time  when  your  town  or  city  was  incorporated  ;  its  Indian 
name  ;  when  tW  fettlement  began  ;  whether  it  was  interrupted,  and  by 
what  means  ;  to.  what  Colony  or  County  it  was  firft  annexed  ;  and  jti 
there  have  been  anv  alterations,  what  thev  are,  and  when  made. 
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2.  The  exploits,  labours  and  fufferings  of  the  inhabitants  in  war ;  par. 
licular  accounts  of  devaftations,  deaths,  captivities  and  redemptions. 

3.  Divifions  oi  your  town  or  city  in  parifhes  and  precinfts,  or  the  , 
creftion  of  new  towns  within  the  former  limits.  , 

►     4.  Time  of  gathering  churches  of  every  denomination  ;  names  of 
the  feveral  Minifters ;  the  times  of  their  fettlement,  removal  and  death  ;  , 
and  their  age  at  the  time  of  their  death.  ; 

5.  Biographical  anecdotes  of  perfons  in  your  town,  or  within  your 
knowledge,  who  have  been  remarkable  for  ingenuity,  enterprife,  liter- 
ature, or  any  other  valuable  accomplifhment ;  an  account  oi  their  lit- 
erary  produftions,  and  if  polfible,  copies  of  them. 

6.  Topographical  defcription  of  your  town  or  county,  and  its  vicin- 
ity ;  mountains,  rivers,  ponds,  animals,  vegetable  produftions ;  remark- 
able falls,  caverns,  minerals,  (tones,  foffils,  pigments,  medicinal  and 
poifonous  fubftances,  their  ufes  and  antidotes. 

7.  The  former  and  prefent  ftate  of  cultivation,  and  your  thoughts  on 
farther  improvements,  either  in  refpeft  to  agriculture,  roads  or  canah. 

8.  Monuments  and  relicks  of  the  ancient  Indians  ;  number  and  pre- 
fent ftate  of  any  remaining  Indians  among  you. 

9.  Singular  inftances  of  longevity  and  fecundity  from  the  firft  fettle- 
meqt,  to  the  prefent  time. 

10.  Obfervations  on  the  weather,  difeafes,  and  the  influence  of  the; 
climate,  or  ot  particular  fituations,  employments  and  aliments,  efpeci- 
allv  the  effect  of  fpirituous  liquors  on  the  human  conftitution. 

11.  Accurate  bills  of  mortality,  fpecitying  ages  and  cafualties,  the 
proportion  ot  births  and  deaths ;  and  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  pop- 
ulation. 

12.  Accounts  of  manuiaftures  and  fi flier ies,  and  thoughts  on  the  fj:- 
ther  improvement  of  them. 

13.  Modes  of  education,  private  or  public  ;  what  encouragement  ?s 
given  to  fchools  and  colleges,  and  what  is  done  to  advance  literatu)  ■  ; 
whether  you  have  a  focial  library,  what  is  the  number  of  books,  and  of 
what  value. 

14.  What  remarkable  events  have  befallen  your  State,  County,  town, 
or  particular  iamilies  or  perfons  at  any  time. 

P.  S.  The  Correfponding  Members  of  this  Society  are  requeilcd 
to  tranfmit  to  the  Correfponding  Secretary,  any  hiftorical  intormatiou 
of  which  they  may  be  poffefTed,  refpe6ting  any  part  of  the  American 
Continent  and  Ulands,  together  with  printed  acts  and  journals  of  Af- 
fcmblies  and  Conventions  whether  civil  or  ecclefiaftical.  And  the 
Society  will  gratefully  receive  from  them  and  from  all  other  perfons 
whatever,  any  books,  pamphlets,  manufcripts,  maps  or  plans  which 
may  be  uleful  in  forming  an  hiftorical  colle£tion — and  any  natural  or 
artificial  produftions  which  may  enlarge  theMufeum^  the  Library,  &c. 

The  Library  and  Mufeum  are  deposited  in  an  apartment  ot  .Faneuil 
Hall.  Anypcrfon  defirous  of  making  a  fearch  among  the  b(K>ks  or  man- 
ufcripts, many  have  accefs  to  them  under  fuch  regulations,  as  may  be 
known  by  applying  to  any  one  of  the  members. 


COLLECTIONS 

OF    THE 

Maffachufetts  Hiftorical  Society. 

V  0  L  U  M  E   11.     For  the  Ytar  1793. 


A  Topographical  Defcription  of  DUX  BO  ROUGH ^  in  the.  County 
of  Plymouth. 

THE  Incorporation  and  Settlement  of  the  towk,] 
Duxborougb  was  incorporated  in  1637,  about  eight  months  aher 
the  incorporation  of  Scituate,  in  the  Colony  of  Plymouth.  Scituate 
was  the  firft  town,  whofe  bounds  were  fixed.*  Duxborough  was  the 
fecond.  But  there-were  feveral  families  fettled  in  the  place,  many 
years  before  it  was  incorporated  ;  and  fome,  before  any  part  of  Scitu- 
ate was  fettled.  The  reafon  of  the  earlier,  incorporation  ot  Scituate 
rouft  be  attributed,  not  to  the  greater  number  of  inhabitants  ;  but  to 
the  diftance  irom  Plymouth:  It  being  fixteen  miles;  Duxborough 
only  three  miles  by  water. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  when  the  town  was  incorporated,  can- 
not be  determined.  For  all  the  fafts  relating  to  the  firft  fettlement  o{ 
the  town,  cannot  be  afcertained.  There  are  no  records  exifting  of  an 
earlier  date  than  1654  :  They  were  burnt.  Probably,  there  were  for- 
ty or  fifty  families ;  as  fettlements  had  been  making,  for  ten  years.  Capt. 
Standifli,  who  came  to  Plymouth  with  the  firft  adventurers,  in  1620, 
and  to  whom,  witli  his  affociates,  the  tract  of  land,  afterwards  Duxbo- 
rough, was  granted,  was  one  of  the  firft  fettlers  in  this  place.  He 
lived  on  a  nook  of  land,  which  is  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town.  But  for 
"  *  Plymouth  is  not  an  exception.  The  limits  of  this  town  were  not  de- 
termined, until  many  years  after.  All  that  part  of  the  country,  which 
was  not  within  the  bounds  of  the  incorporated  towns,  was  conjideredas 
bdonging  to  Plymouth, 
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feveral  years,  during  the  winter  months,  at  the  requeflot  the  inhabitants, 
he  refided  in  Plymouth,  and  was  the  principal  officer  in  the  garrifon,  at 
that  place.  Capt.  Standifh  was  a  man  of  great  bravery  and  enterprife, 
Por  many  yea'rs,  he  commanded  the  military  force  of  the  colony.  In 
1652,  when  the  Court  thought  ic  necelFary  to  choofe  a  council  of  w^r, 
Capt,  Standifii  was  elecled  a  member.  Until  his  death,  he  was  one  of 
the  afhftants  (whojivere  commonly  leven)  in  the  government.  He  was 
born  in  Lancafliirc  in  England,  and  was  heir  apparent  to  a  great  ef- 
tate.  He  w>ent  into  Holland,  as  afoldier,  and  there  became  acquainted 
with  Rev.  Mr.  Robinfon,  from  whofe  church  were  feveral  of  the  moit 
eminent  charatlers,  who  firfl  fettled  at  Plymouth.  Capt.  Standifh  died 
in  1656,  at  an  advanced  age. 

In  1632  the  brethren,  at  Duxborongh,  belonging  to  the  church  of 
riymouih,  were  difmlired  agreeably  to  their  defire,  on  account  of  the 
inconvenience  of  attending  at  Plymouth.  Soon  after,  they  tormei 
themfelves  into  a  feparate,  regular  church. 

Name.]  In  the  records,  for  thirty  or  forty  years  aher  the  incorpor- 
ation of  the  town,  it  was  wiitten  Du^^burrow.  The  probable  etymolo^ 
gy^is  Dux  and  borough,  or  burrow,  as  it  was  then  wriiien.  Ic  being 
a  grant  to  the  Captain  or  Leader,  it  was  called  his  borough.* 

Situation,  ExTENT'AND  Boundaries. ]  From  Boilon,  to 
the  centre  of  the  town,  arc  thirty^eight  miles.  From  Plyipouth  the 
{hire  town,  bv  the  moft  public  road,  are  eight  miles.  The  aneftiori, 
from  Boiton,  is  S,  E.  and  by  S.  The  fouih-eaff  pa;  t  of  the  town  is  M. 
by  W.  irom  Plymouth. 

■When  the  town  was  incorporated,  it  included,  beyond  its  prefent 
limits,  Pembroke,t  the  greateft  part  of  Marfhfield,  part  of  Kingfton, 
and  part  of  Bridgcvater.  The  extent  of  the  town  how  is,  from  well: 
to  eaft,  fix  miles,  from  fouth  to  north,  four  miles. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  eaft,  by  a  bay,  three  miles  wide;  which  is  fep- 
arated  from  the  Atlantic  by  a  narrow  beach,  extending,  from  the  louih- 
eailpart  of  Marflifield,  parallel  to  the  town,  and  as  tar  foutherly.  A 
bay  alfo,  acrofs  which  to  Plymouth  arc  three  miles,  bounds  ihe  fouth 
part  of  the  town.  On  the  fouth-weft,  it  is  bounded  by  •the  induftri- 
ous  and  flourifhing  town  of  Kingfton.  Pembroke  bounds  the  weftern, 
and  Marfhfield,  the  northern  part  of  the  town. 

Soil  and  Produce.]  In  general,  the  foil  is  \yarm,  fandy  aird 
barren.  There  are,  however,  many  tracFs  of  land,  of  fifty  or  fixty  acres, 
•whofe  foil  is  rich  and  good ;  and  particularly,  the  nook  of  land,  in  the 
louth-eall  part  of  the  town,  confilling  of  two  hundred  or  three  hundred 
^^cres,  which  is  little  inferior  to  any  part  of  the  county. 

The  cultivation  of  Indian  corn  is  principally  attended  to  :  The  foil 

*  Many  tozuns  in  Plymouth  Colony  (ire  called  after  places  in  England^ 
from  which  the  firjl  j'eltkrs  came.  Though  there  is  a  town  of  this  name 
"zn  England,  it  is  faid,that  no  perfons,  nuiojirflcame  to  Plymouth,  wen, 
from  that  place. 

i  The  Indian  name  was  Mattakeefet,  or  Namajakeefd. 
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is  very  friendly  to  it.  Rye  is  alfo  very  confiderably  and  fuccefsfully 
cultivated.  Befide  thefe,  are  raifed  wheat,  barley,  oats  and  flax  ;  but 
not  in  proportionable  quantities,  nor  with  equal  fuccefs. 

The  principal  reafon,  why  more  of  the  land  has  no|Jbeen  cultivated^ 
undoubtedly,  is  the  barrennefs  of  the  foil.  Within  the  laft  fitty  years^ 
inany  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  induced  to  make  fettlements  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  where  their  labours  are  more  liberally  rewarded^ 
It  is  very  probable,  however,  that  more  land  would  be  cultivated,  were 
not  the  fituation  io  convenient  for  navigation,  which  moft  people  pre- 
fer to  the  more  laboiious  lite  of  the  farmer.  For  the  laft  fifty  years, 
not  more  than  two  hundred  acres,  perhaps,  have  been  converted  into 
pafturage  or  tillage. 

Woods.]  Sdmewhatraore  than  half  the  town  is  woodland,  though 
there  have  been  fettlements  here,  one  hundred  and  fixty  years.  Oak, 
pitch,  and  white  pine,  are  moft,  common.*  Befide  thefe,  there  are 
ntiaple,  birch,  afli,  cedar,  and  walnut. 

Hills.]  The  town  is  neither  remarkably  hilly  nor  level.  The 
moft  cxtenfive  plain,  confiftingot  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  aires, 
is  in  the  weft  part  of  the  town,  adjoining  the  poft  road  from  Bofton  to 
Plymouth.  The  higheft  hill  is  in  the  fouth-eaft  part  of  the  town. 
It  rifes,  itnmediately,  on  the  fouth  and  weft,  from  the  bay,  which  lies 
between  this  town  and  Plymouth.  The  fummit  is  about  four  hundred 
feet  from  the  water :  perpendicularly,  one  hundred  and  feventy  or  one 
hundred  and  eighty  feet.'  It  is  called  the  Captain's  hill,  or  mount,  as 
it  makes  a  part  of  the  farm,  which  was  Capt.  Standifh's,  one  of  the 
lirft  fettlers  in  the  town.  This  hill  commands  an  extenfive,  variegated 
and  delightful  profpeft.  Beyond  a  bay,  about  three  miles  wide,  to  the 
fouth,  lies  Plymouth,  and  to  the  fouth-weft,  Kingftbn.  To  the  weft 
and  north-weft,  beyond  three  miles  of  cultivated  land,  in  the  town, 
the  country  a{)pears  to  be  covered  witb  wood.  Far  to  the  north-weft, 
about  twenty-five  miles,  on  a  ftrait  line,  are  feen  the  blue  hills,  in 
-fViilton  and  Stoughion,  rifmg  high  above  the  furrounding  country. 
To  the  caft,  the  eye  is  attra6led  by  the  Atlantic's  wide,  extended  plain. 
Turning  to  the  fouth-eaft,  we  have  a  view  of  Barnftable  Bay,  wafhing 
the  welttrn  fliore  of  Cape  Cod.  Befide  the  beach,  which  lies  to  the 
eafl,  three  miles  from  the  town,  the  profpeft  is  diverfifiedby  two  pleaf- 
iint  Iflands,  within  the  harbour,  and  the  Gurnet ;+  and  enlivened  by  the 
pafung  of  vclfels,  within  and  without  the  harbour. 

*  Capt.  Sa?nuel  Alden,  who  died  twelve  years  fince,  recoUcBed  thefirjl 
u^hitc  pine  in  the  town,  ^""ow,  the  eighth  part,  perhaps,  of  the  wood-land 
is  covered  with  trees  of  this  ^rowtK 

f  Clarke's  IJlavd,  conffling  of  about  one  hundred  acres  of  excellent 
land  ;  and  Sauqmjli,  which  was  joined  to  the  Gurnet,  by  a  narrow  piect 
of  f and:  For  fever clI years,  the  zoatcr  has  madeit^s  way  acroJs,and  in- 
fulattd  it.  The  Gurnet  is  an  eminence,  at  the  foiithern  extremity  of  the 
peaji,  on  which  is  a  light-honf,  built  by  the  State. 
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Ponds.]  A  little  fouth  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  Ifland-creek 
Pond  :  fo  called  on  account  of  its  being  the  fountain  of  a  brook,  which, 
near  to  the  bay,  as  it  pafTes  a  fmall  ifland,  is  known  by  the  name  ot 
Ifland-Creek.  The  pond  is  one  mile  and  an  half  from  the  fait  water. 
It  is  half  a  mile  wide  ;  one  and  a  halt  in  length.  The  red  and  fea 
perch,  fhiners,  pout,  and  fometimes  pickerel,  are  found  in  it.  Half 
a  mile,  north  weft  from  this,  lies  a  fmaller  pond,  about  one  mile  in 
circumference.  No  ftreams  run  into  it ;  neith^  is  there  any  commu- 
nication ot  water,  upon  the  furface  of  the  earth,  from  it  to  the  larger 
pond.     It  is  always  very  nearly  the  fame  height. 

Air.]  The  air  is  the  fame,  as  in  other  maritime  towns  in  this  State. 
Undoubted  fafts  prove  that  it  is  friendly  to  heahh  and  longevity .+  The 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  are  about  the  fame  as  at  Bofton  and  Cam- 
bridge, 2|  degrees  below  °':  92^  above  are  the  extremes,  by  Fahren- 
heit's Thermometer. 

It  has  often,  and  juftly,  been  obferved,  that  fettlements  near  the 
fait  water  are  healthy  fituations.  The  only  reafon  which  can  be  giv- 
en, is,  that  the  atmofphere  is  greatly  charged  with  faline  air.  It  fhould 
fcem,  then,  that  the  idea  ot  an  eaft  wind  being  unhealthy,  cannot  be 
true.  At  Duxborough — and  this  is  generally  true  ot  other  towns  in 
the  State,  fituated  by  the  fait  water— during  the  months  ot  April,  May 
and  June,+  (the  feafon,  in  which  the  eaft  winds,  fo  unpleafant  to  our 

+  Many  injlances  might  be  mentioned.  About  two  years  Jjnce,  a 
zoo77ian  died  in  the  town,  aged  one  hundred  and  three.  Generally,  cack 
year  a  fords  an  injlance  of  the  death  of  a  per  [on  pafl  ninety.  There  are 
now  living  in  the  town  Jixty-three  perfons,  (twenty  one  males  and  forty 
two  females)  who  ^re  more  than  feventy  years  old :  Twenty  f  eight  males 
and  twelve  females )  pafl  eighty  ;  two  ?nales  within  a  few  months  of  nine- 
ty :  One  male  and  five  females  pafl  ninety.  The  proportion  of  thofe  pafl. 
Jeventy  to  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  is  one  in  twenty-three.  It 
is  not  meant  to  fuggefl,  that  the  adjoining  towns  are  not  equally  healthy 
fituations. 

The  very  advanced  age,  which  fever al per fon%  of  one  particular  fam. 
ily  attained,  whofe  defcendants  now  live  in  Duxborough,  is  worthy  of 
notice.  John  Al den,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  1620,  zoho  teas  one  of 
thefigners  of  the  compad  eflablified  immediately  upon  the  arrival  cf  the 
firjl  fettlers,  and  who,  for  many  years,  was  chojen  an  affiflant  in  the 
government  of  Plymouth,  lived  to  be  eighty -eight  years  old.  David  AU 
den,  his  fon,  who  lived  in  Duxborough,  attained  the  age  of  feventy-tkrcr . 
Captain  Samuel  Alden,  [on  of  David,  and  grand  fon  oi  John  Alden,  liv- 
fd  to  the  one  hundred  and fixty-jirfl  year,  jromthe  failement  of  Plymouth, 
and  died  at  Duxborough  in  1780,  aged  ninety-three.  He  had  afjler^ 
who  attained  nearly  the  fame  age. 

%  lfri-]-j%,in  the  months  of  April,  May,  June,  July  and  Oclober, 
about  three  hundred  perfons  had  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation,  under 
the  care  of  Dr.  Win/low  of  Marflifeld,  on  thciflands,  in  the  harbour, 
andrtotone  of  them  died  of  the  df order. 
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leelings,  f  revail)  it  has  never  been  obferved,  that  the  inhabitants  arc 
more  expofed  todifeafes,  oi  any  kind  :  Nor  does  it  appear,  that  thefe 
winds  arc  ever  introdu6lory  to  any. 

Number  of  Inhabitants.]  The  inhabitants  are  1460.  They 
were  nearly  as  numerous  fitty  years  ago.  The  difference,  perhaps,  is 
fifty  or  fixty.  It  is  not  probable,  that  the  number  ot  inhabitants  will 
ever  be  greatly  increafed.  They  will,  probably,  continue  to  emigrate, 
as  tor  many  years  paft,  and  the  number  will  be  about  the  fame,  as  at 
prefent. 

Means  OF  Subsistence.]  More  than  one  third  of  the  men, 
who  are  of  an  age,  fit  for  labouring  lite,  are  engaged  in  navigation. 
Twenty  vefTels,  the  greater  part  from  fixty  to  ninety  tons,  are  owned 
in  this  town.  Several  of  them  are  employed  in  coafting  t)etween  this 
and  the  fouthern  States  in  the  Union.  Some  make  more  diflant  voy- 
ages rBut  the  greater  number  are  employed  in  the  cod  fifhery.  They 
generally  fecure  a  comfortable  fubfiflence.  About  half  the  inhabitants 
live  by  hufbandry.  Some  are  employed  in  the  mechanic  arts.  Ship- 
building is  the  moft  profitable.  There  are  perfons  of  this  trade,  in  the 
town,  who  are  acknowledged  to  be  as  ingenious,  as  any  in  the  State. 
Other  occupations,  which  are  common  in  the  State,  are  followed. 
There  is  a  proportionablenumber  of  cabinet-makers,  carpenters,  fmiths 
and  (hoe-makers. 

Religion.]  There  is  only  one  religious  fociety  in  the  town. 
This  is  Congregational.  It  may  be  obferved,  withQUt  an  exception, 
that  there  are  no  feQaries  in  the  place.  The  reafon,  undoubtedly,  is, 
that  the  clergy  have  been  men  of  learning,  and  catholicifm.  For  the 
laft  forty  years,  particularly,  the,  town  has  been  bleffed  with  religious 
inRruftors  who  have  been  too  well  acquainted  with  the  Chriftian  fyf- 
tem,  and  too  honeft,  to  teach  the  doftrines  of  fallible  men,  or  to  infill 
on  fubje^ls  of  "  doubtful  difputation." 

The  firft  fettlers  lived  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town,  which  lie« 
by  the  bay  between  this  place  and  Plymouth.  The  foil  here  is  better 
than  in  moft  other  parts  of  the  town.  But  probably,  they  chofe  this 
fituation,  becaufe  it  is  the  neareft  to  Plymouth.  The  firft  church  flood 
near  the  water.  It  was  a  very  fmall  building.  The  fecond  building 
lor  public  worfhip,  was  a  mile  farther  north.  The  fituation  is  pleaf- 
ant ;  but  not  central.  It  ftood  about  one  hundred  years.  The  prefent 
church  is  a  very  handfome  building  ;  it  was  eretled  in  1784.  It  is 
equally  diftant  from-the  fouthern  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  town. 

Rev,  Ralph  Partridge,  was  the  firft  minifter.  He  was  fettled  as  ear- 
ly as  the  incorporation  of  the  town  ;  and  continued  in  the  miniftry,  in 
this  place,  until  his  death,  in  1658.  He  had  been  a  minifter  in  the 
church  of  England  ;  but  "  being  hunted,"  as  he  expreifed  it,  "  like  a 
partridge  upon  the  mountains,  at  laft,  he  refolved  to  get  out  of  their 
reach,  and  take  his  flight  t«  New-England."  He  was  a  member  of  the 
venerable  fynod,  at  Cambridge,  in  1646.  It  was  the  defign  of  this 
fynod  to  agiee  upon  a  mode  of  church  difcipline.  Three  minifters 
(Rev.  Mr.  Partridge  was  one  of  themj  were  chofen  to  draw  up,  feparate- 
ly,  a  mode  of  cburch  government.     From  the  performances  of  thefe 
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gentlemen,  the  platform  of  church  government  and  difcipiine  was  corri- 
pofed.  Mr.  Partridge  difcovered  tlie  fpirit  of  primitive  ctiriftianity. 
He  fuffered  much  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  his  flock,  but  he  did 
not  forfake  them.  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  fucceeded  Mr.  Partridge.  To 
Mr.  Holmes,  Rev.  Ichabod  Wifwall  fucceeded.  He  was  the  palicr  of 
the  church  in  this  place  about  thirty  years  :  He  died  at  Duxborough, 
Mr.  Wifwall  was  a  native  ot  this  country.  Mr.  Partridge  and  Mr. 
Holmes  came  from  England.  Mr.  Wilwall  was  two  or  three  years  at 
Harvard  college.  But  he  was  not  graduated.  Poverty  or  (icknefs> 
muft  have  prevented  ;  not  any  thing  that  was  unfavourable  to  his  abili-i3 
ties  or  virtue ;  for  he  gave  undoubted  evidence  afterwards,  that  he 
pofTefTedboth.  He  was  in  England,  in  1691,  an  agent  for  the  Colony 
of  Plymouth.  While  he  was  in  England,  he  wrote  a  poem  which  was  J 
occafioned  by  the  appearance  of  a  comet,  and  which  was  publifhed 
in  London.  Rev.  John  Robinfon,  his  fuccelTor,  was  fettled  in  1700. 
He  continued  in  the  miniftry,  in  this  place  nearly  forty  years.  After 
Mr.  Robinfon,  was  Rev.  Samuel  Veazie :  He  was  the  minifter  about 
eight  years.  Rev.  Charles  Turner  fucceeded  Mr.  Veazie  ;  he  was  in 
the  miniftry  in  the  town  feventeen  years.  Rev.  Zedekiah  Sanger  was 
fettled  in  1776.  In  1785,  his  palloral  relation  was  diflblved.  His 
imperte6l  ftate  of  health  obliged  him  to  requeft  it.  Mr.  Turner,  and. 
Mr.  Sanger  were  much  refpefted  and  beloved  by  the  people  of  their 
charge.  They  ftill  live  in  their  affecfionate  remembrance.  Rev.)" 
John  Allyn  is  the  prefent  minifter.     He  was  ordained  in  i788.t 

It  fliould  not  pafs  unnoticed,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town,  havef 
always  difcovered  the  fame  fpirit,  which  influenced  their  anceftors  ia 
fettling  this  country ;  and  have  ever  proved  themfelves  the  worthy 
defcendants  of  thofe  refolute  and  determined  advocates  of  civil  and 
religious  freedom.  They  oppofed,  unanimoufly,  the  opprcfiTive  meaf-. 
ures  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  late  unnatural  war  :  They  have  been  equal- 
ly oppofed  to  religious  tyranny  ;  and  to  the  abfurd  fyftems  and  un- 
meaning ceremonies,  which  fallible  and  defigning  men  have  inftituted 
to  enflave  the  human  mind. 

t  Mr.  Allyn  is  the  eighth  minijler  ordcdnedin'Daxhor  ough,fince  the 
Zficorporalion  of  the  town  in  1637.  Excepting  Mr.  Partridge  and  Mr, 
Holmes^  they  were  educated  at  Ca?nbridge.  Mr.  Robinfon  was  gradu- 
ated in  1695  :  Mr.  Veazie,  in  1736  :  Mr.  Turner ^  in  1752  :  Mr.  San-* 
^er,  in  1771  :  Mr.  Allyn,  in  1785. 


€ommunications  from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Dorchejler*  9 

'  To  his  much  Honoured  and  RefpeHed  friend.  Major  Atherton,  at 
his  Houfe  in  Dorchejier,  thefe  prejint. 
Much  Honoured  and  beloved  in  the  Lord. 

THOUGH  our  poor  Indians  are  much  molefled  in  moft  places,  m 
their  proceedings  in  way  of  civility,  yet  the  Lord  hath  put  it'in- 
to  yotx  hearts,  to  fuffer  us  to  proceed  quietly  at  Ponkipog,  for  which 
1  blefs  God,  and  am  thankful  to  your  felf  and  alHhe  good  people  of 
Dorchefter.  And  how  that  our  proceedings  may  be  the  more  comfort- 
able and  peaceable  ;  my  requeft  is,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  further 
thefe  two  motions.  Firft,  that  you  would  pleafe  to  make  an  order  in 
your  town  fecrety*  and  record  it  in  your  town  records,  that  you  ap- 
prove and  allow  the  Indiaris  of  Ponkipog,  there  to  fit  down,  and  make 
a  town,  and  to  enjoy  fuch  accommodations,  as  may  be  competent  to 
maintain  God's  ordinances  among  them  another  day.  My  fecond  re- 
queft is,  that  yoij  would  appoint  fitting  men,  who  may,  in  a  fit  feafon, 
bound  and  lay  out  the  fame,  and  record  that  alfo,  and  thus  commend- 
ing you  to  the  Lord,  1  reft, 

your'*s  to  ferve  in  the 

Roxbury,  this  4th  of  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

the  ^th,  S7  '•  JOHN  ELIOT. 

Whereas,  there  was  a  plantation  given,  by  the  town  of  Dorchefter, 
unto  the  Indians  at  Ponkipog,  it  was  voted,  at  a  general  town  meeting, 
the  feventh  of  December,  1657,  that  the  Indians,  ftiall  not  alienate  or 
fell  their  plantation,  or  any  part  thereof,  unto  any  Englifh,  upon  the 
lofs  or  forfeiture,  of  the  plantation. 

The  fame  day,  it  was  voted,  that  the  Honoured  Major  Atherton,' 
Lieutenant  Clap,  Enfign  Fofter,  and  William  Sumner,  arc  defired  and 
impowered  to  lay  out  the  Indian  Plantation,  at  Ponkipog,  not  exceed- 
ing fix  thoufand  acres  of  land. 

True  copy  from  Dorchefter  Records, 

Atteft,  NOAH  CLAP,  To\m  Clerk. 

*  Perhaps,  the  Clerk,  that  put  Mr.  Eliot's  letter  on  the  town  records, 
ihdde  a  mijiake,  and  put  the  word  fecrety  injiehd  of  certify. 

An  Epitaph  written  by  Mr.  William  Pole  ^Dorchefter,  who  kepi 
fchq.olin  the  town  a  number  of  years,  and  teas  a  Clerk  of  the  tozvw 
feveral years,  in  order  to  ie  put  on  his  Tomb  zohen  dead. 

Ho  !  PafTenger  it's  worth  thy  pains  to  fiay, 
And  take  a  dead  man's  lelTon  by  the  way, 
1  was  what  now  thou  art,  and  thou  flialt  be 
What  I  am  now,  what  odds  b'twixt  me  and  thee.  < 

Now  go  thy  way,  but  ftay  take  one  word  more. 
Thy  ftuff,  for  aught  thou  know 'ft  ftands  next  the  door, 
Death  is  the  door,  the  door  of  heaven  or  hell,  '  i 

Be  warn'd,  be  arrn'd,  believe,  repent,  farewel. 
Vol.  IL  B 
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An  Infcription  on  the  Grave  Stone  of  the  ingenious  Mathematician  and\ 
Printer,  Mr.  John  Foster,  who  died  Sept.  gth  1681,  aged  thirty^ 
three  years. 

Aftr^  colis  vlvens  moriens,  fuper  eethera   Fofter 
Scande  precor,  cselum  metiri  difce  fupremum, 
Metior  atque  meum  eft,  emit  mihi  dives  lefus 
Nee  tenior  quicquam  nifi  grates  folvere.  ^ 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Mat  he  rV  Epitaph, 

D.  O.  M  :  Sacer. 
Richardus  hie  dormit  Matherus 
(Sed  nee  totus  nee  mora  diuturna) 
Laetatus  genuifTe  pates. 
Incertum  eft  utrum  Doftior  an  melior, 
Anima  &  Gloria  non  queunt  humari. 

Divinely  rich,  and  learned  Richard  Mather, 

Sons  like  him,  prophets  great,  rejoic'd  this  father  ; 

Short  time  his  fleeping  duft  here's  cover'd  down  ; 

Not  his  afcended  fpirit  or  reaown. 
V.  D.  M.  in  Ang.  16  Annos.  In  Dorc.  N.  A.  34  An. 
Ob.  Apr.  22d.  1669,  setastis  fuae  73. 

An  Epitaph  engraven  upon  the  tomb  of  Lieutenant  Governor  Stouc 
TON,  an  ijihabitant  ^  Dorchefter. 

Gulielmus  Stoughtonus  armiger, 

Provinciae  MaiFachutenfis  in  Nova  Anglia  Legatus, 

deinde  Gubernator  ; 

Nec-non  Curiae  in  eadem  Provincia  Superioris 

Julliciarius  Capitalis, 

Hicjacet. 
Vir  Cenjugii  Nefciiw,- 
Religione  Saiiftus, 
I  Virtute  Clarus, 

Doctrina  Celebris, 
Ingenlo  Acatus, 
Sanguine  &.Animo  puriter  Illunris„ 
T^quitatis  Amator, 
Legum  Propugnator, 
Coilegii  Stoughtoniani  Fundator, 
LIterarum  &.  Literatorum  Fautor  celeberimus, 
Impietaus  &  Vitii  Hoftis  acerrimus. 
Hunc  Rhetores  amant  facundum, 
Hunc  Scriptores  norunt  eJegantem, 
Kane  Philofophi  qua^runt  fapientem, 
Hunc  Doctores  laudant  Theologum, 
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Hunc  Pil  Venerantur  Aufterum, 
Hunc  Omnes  Mirantur  ;  Omnibus  ignotumj 
Omnibus  licet  notum. 
Quid  plura  Viator  ?     Quern  perdidimus 
^  Stoughtonum? 

Heu! 
Satis  dixi,  urgent  Lachrymae, 
Sileo. 
Vixit  annos  feptuaginta, 
Septimo  die  Julii  Anno  Salutis  1701 
Cecidit. 
Heu! 'Heu!      Qualis  Luaus  ? 


"epy 'of  a  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Cotton  Mather  to  Dr,  John 
Woodward;  probably  the  Secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  in 
London. 

A  TIDE  and  STORM  of  uncomjnon  circumf lances, 
SIR, 
'T^HE  reading  of  a  ftorm  is  not  fo  bad  as  the  feeling  ol  it ;  I  fhall 
X  therefore  think  it  no  trefpafs  on  civility  to  entertain  you  with  a 
Qiort  relation  of  a  llorm  and  tide,  wherein  thefe  parts  of  the  world  faw^ 
what  no  man  alive  remembers  to  have  feen  before,  and  fufFered  incom- 
putable damages.  It  was  on  February  24th,  1723,  when  our 
American  phi'lofoph^rs  obferved  an  uncommon  concurrence  of  all 
thofe  caufes  which  an  high  tide  were  to  be  expefted  from.  The  moon 
was  then  at  the  change,  and  both  fun  and  moon  together  on  the  merid- 
ian. The  moon  was  in  her  perigee,  and  the  fun  was  near  to  his  having 
pad  it,  but  a  little  before.  Both  the  fun  and  moon  were  near  the 
Equinoxial,  and  fo  fell  in  with  the  annual  and  the  diurnal  motion  of 
the  terraqueous  globe.  There  was  a  great  fall  of  fnow  and  rain,  the 
temper  of  the  air  was  cool  and  moift,  and  fuch  as  contributed  unto  a 
mighty  defcent  of  vapours.  A  cloudy  atmofphere  might  alfo  help 
fomeihing  to  fwell  and  raife  the  waters.--  Finally,  the  wind  was  high, 
9nd  blew  hard  and  long,  firft  from  the  fouthward,  and  it  threw  the  fouth- 
em  fea  in  a  v^ft  quantity  to  the  northern  Ihores :  Then  veering  eaft- 
wardiy  it  brought  the  eaflern  feas  alfo  upon  them.  And  then  ftill  veer- 
ing to  the  northward  it  brought  them  all  with  even  more  accumulations 
upon  us.  They  raifed  the  tide  unto  an  height  which  had  never  been 
feen  in  the  memory  of  man  among  us.  The  tide  was  very  high  in  the 
night,  but  on  the  day  following,  it  being  the  Lord's  day,  at  noon,  it 
role  two  feet  higher  than  ever  had  been  known  unto  the  country, 
and  the  city  of  Boflon  particularly  fufFered  from  it,  incredible  mifchiets 
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and  lofles.  It  rofe  two  or  three  feet  above  the  famous  long  wharf, 
and  flowed  over  the  other  wharves  and  flreets  to  fb  furprifing  an  height,  \ 
that  we  could  fail  in  boats  from  the  Southern  Battery,  to  the  rife  of  I 
ground  inKing's-ftreet,  and  from  thence  to  the  rife  of  the  ground  af- 
cending  towards  the  north  meeting-houfe.  It  filled  all  the  cellars, 
and  filled  the  floors  of  the  lower  rooms  in  the  houfes  and  ware  haufes 
in  town.  The  damage  inexprefhble  in  the  country.  On  the  infide  of 
Cape  Cod,  the  tide  rofe  four  feet,  and  without,  jt  rofe  ten  or  a  doz-;i 
en  feet  higher  than  ever  was  known.  At  Rhode-Ifland  and  Pifcata-i 
qua  they  fared  as  we  did  in  Bofton.  At  Hampton  the  fea  broke  over; 
its  natural  banks  for  many  miles,  and  continued  running  over  for  many 
hours.  Almolt  all  over  the  country  the  artificial  banks  of  the  fea  were 
broken  down.  The  marlhes  were  overflown,  and  overwhelmfcd  ;  mighty 
ilacks  of  hay,  fome  removed,  fome  deflroyed,  many  acres  of  marfh  ru-' 
ined,  being  either  torn  up  through  the  rage  of  the  water,  or  covered 
with  the  fands  from  the  road.  This  is  the  fum  of  the  ftory,  if  there  be- 
nothing  in  it  worthy  to  be  remembered  ihan  as  waters  that  pafs  away 
(or  any  thing  like  the  memorable  November  florm  that  filled  the  Eng- 
lifh  world  with  horror,  twenty  years  ago,  and  whereof  a  large  book^ 
was  written,)  yet  it  may  ]ead  a  perfon  of  your  fagacity  to  fome  con-, 
fiderable  fpeculations,  and  inore  paitkularly,  though  I  have  mentioned, 
ivhat  our  Imall  philofophers  here  may  dream  for  the  caufes  of  fuch  oc- 
currences, yet  you  will  alfo  confider  how  far  the  fubterraneous  heats 
and  fleams  below  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  rifing  thence  and  paffing 
through  it,  and  caufing  the  deep  to  boil  as  a  pot,  may  farther  coniributei 
imto  them.  However  as  for  a  tempeil  fu  for  a  letter,  about  one  yoii; 
may  think  the  fhorter  the  better,  it  (hall  therefore  now  be  over.  1 
will  add  no  more  and  yqix  fhal!  be  fenfible  of  nothing  more  but  a  fwell- 
ing'tide  of  efleem  and  affe6iion  tor  you,  in  the  breafl;  ot^Sir,  your  hearty, 
friend  and  fervant.  '  C.  M. 

September  2^th  1724. 


Copy  of  a  LetUr  from  the  Hon.  John  Winthrop,  £/^\^New-Lon- 
don,/o  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mather,  <j/Bollon. 

New-London,  Sept.  12,  1717. 
SIR, 

BEING  from  home  the  laft  poll  day,  when  your  letter  arrived  here, 
1  am  now  to  thank  you  for  it,  and  to  make  aniwer  to  what  you 
demand  of 'me.  The  obfervations  I  made  of  the  prodigious  florms  oi\ 
fnow,  in  the  doleful  winter  pall,  are  many.  But  I  lliall  mention  but 
two  at  this  time,  and  they  are  thefe.  That  the  fnow  fpangl#!S  which 
fell  on  the  earth,  appeared  in  large  fexangular  forms.  Seu.  nivem  fex 
radiatetn  \  et  JicUas  has  niveas  obfervani  prout  ajirologi  vulgc  adf> 
pedum  depingunt  fexlikm^.  The  other  is,  that  among  the  fmall  flock 
<)f  flieep,  that  I  daily  fold  in  this  diftant  part  of  the  wildernefs,  (for 
I  am  a  poor  fliepherd)  to  fecure  them  from  the  wild  rapacious 
quadrupeds  of  tlfe  foreft;  that  after  the  unufual  and  unheard  of  fnows 
theaforefaid  animals  from  the  upland  parts  of  the  country,  were  in  great 
Diimbers  forced  down  to  the  fea  fide  among  us,  lor  fubfiilencc,  where 
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^hey  nefled,  kennelled  and  burroughed  in  the  thick  {wamps  of  thefe  am- 
ple paftures,  nightly  vifuing  the  pens  and  yards  for  their  neceffity,  &c. 
And  the  ewes  big  with  young,  being  often  terrified  and  furprifed, 
more  efpecially  with  the  foxes,  during  the  de^  fnows  ;  it  had.  fuch 
impreffion  on  them,  that  the  biggeft  part  of  the  lambs  they  brought 
■forth  in  the  fpring,  are  of  Monfieur  Reynard's  complexion  and  colour, 
when  their  danrts  were  all  either  white  or  black.  The  llorra  continued 
fo  long  and  fevere,  that  multitudes  of  all  forts  of  creatures  periflied  in 
the  fnow  drifts.  We  loft  at  the  ifland  and  farms,  above  eleven  hun- 
dred fheep,  befides  fome  cattle  and  horfes,  interred  in  the  fnow.  And 
it  was  very  ftiange  that  twenty-eight  days  after  the  ftorm,  the  tenants 
at  Fifher's  Ifland,  pulling  out  the  ruins  of  one  hundred  fheep,  out  of 
one  fnow  bank  in  a  valley,  (where  the  fnow  had  drifted  over  them  fix- 
teen  teet)  found  twj?  of  them  alive  in  the  drift,  which  had  lain  on  them 
all  that  time,  and  kept  themfelves  alive  by  eating  the  wool  off  the  oth- 
ers, that  lay  dead  by  them  :  As  foon  as  they  were  taken  out  of  the 
drift  they  fhed  their  own  fleeces,  and  are  now  alive,  and  fat ;  and  I 
faw  them  at  the  ifland,  the  laft  week,  and  are  at  your  fervice. 
,  The  ftorm  had  its  effe6l  alfo  on  the  ocean  :  The  fed  was  in  a  mighty 
ferment,  and  after  it  was  over,  vaft  heaps  of  the  enclofed  fhells  came 
jafhore,  in  places  where  there  never  had  been  any  of  the  fort  be- 
fore. Neptune  v^ith  his  trident,  alfo  drove  in  great  fchools  of  porpiffes, 
fo  that  the  harbour  and  river  feemed  to  be  full  of  them  ;  but  none  of 
thefe  came  on  Ihore.-but  kept  a  play  day  amon-g  the  difturbed  waves. 
As  for  the  golden  fleece— the  hider  and  his  partner  intended  to  fettle 
in  your  town,  alter  they  had  made  a  few  more  wreck  voyages,  and  have 
come  back  undifcovered  like  trading  men,  as  1  was  told  by  ray  author. 
And  as  for  my  informer,  he  was  always  plotting  and  contriving  how  to 
accompliftj  your  bufinefs,  without  difcovering  it  to  any  more ;  but  he  was 
fo  needy  that  I  believe  he  had  never  fo  much  money  together  to  carry 
him  down,  and  keep  him  there  any  time  for  the  purpole  ;  and  a  few 
weeks  betorft  he  died,  he  was  propofing  to  me  for  a  new' trial  and  dif- 
covery  of  the  thing.  Sir,  what  i  know  about  it  I  have  truly,  faithful- 
ly, and  ingenloully  communicated  to  you,  and  hope,  by  iome  means 
or  other,  you  may  in  time  be  the  better  for  it.  I  thank  you  for  your 
publications,  1  have  mentioned  to  my  honeft  neighbour  Timothy  the 
leprintinff  them,  without  mentioning  vour  name  in  the  matter,  en- 
couraging him  to  the  work,  by  the  quick  vent  of  fo  large  a  number  ot 
tjiefirft  impreffion. 

I  have  given  a  dofe  ci  yom  febr  if  a  ozam  to  one  of  the  town,  whicla 
1  hooe  has  cured  him  of  a  maligudiit  fever,  and  it  is  an  exaellent  rem- 
e-jy  WJ  dolorem  liems.^  I  am  indebted  for  your  mentioning  my  name 
inter  F  R.  S.*  at  Grefham  ;  1  am  an  obfcure  perfon,  lefs  than  the 
pooreft  of  your  fervants,  and  not  fit  to  ftand  before  princes,,but  am 
contented  to  lie  hid  a,„o„g  ^.retired  pWlofo^hers.  ^^^^^^^^ 

To  the  Rev.  DoHor  Cottom  Mather. 
*  This  appointment  aftericards  took  place. 
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,  THE  firft  appearance  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  was  very  aftonifhing 
to  our  anceflors,  both  in  England  and  America.  It  was  firfl  feen  in 
England  in  1716,  and  in  New-England  in  1719.  An  account  oi 
the  former  was  written  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Prince  who  was  then  in 
England.  An  account  o\  the  latter  was  publifhed  here  by  an  anony- 
mous author.     They  are  both  now  newly  prefented  to  the  public. 

Mr.  Prince's  Account  of  the  Northern  Lights  when  firjl  feen  in  Eng- 
land, 1716. 

THERE  feemed  to  be  a  great  ftream  o\  fmolcy  Light  rifing  in 
the  N.  E.  reaching  from  near  the  earth,  afcending  and  waving  -. 
like  the  light  ot  a  great  houfe  or  bon-fire  in  a  dark  evening  about  halt  a 
mile  off,  which  we  therefore  thought  it  at  firfl  to  be  :  But  foon  altered 
our  minds  when  wefaw  it  increafing  in  breadth,  length  and  brightnefs, 
and  pufhing  forwards,  retreating  and  advancing  in  the  fliape  of  a  broad 
fword,  and  like  the  fhooting  vibrations  of  a  very  high  blaze,  until  it 
extended  to  the  point  over  our  heads.  As  it  increafed  in  bignefs,  fo 
did  it  likewife  in  the  fwiftnefs  and  fury  of  its  motion,  and  grew  by  de- 
grees into  a  bluifh,  red  aud  fiery  colour,  almofl  like  to  that  of  the  flame 
of  brimftone.  Both  the  colour  and  figure  continually  changed,  I  know 
Slot  how,  till  at  length,  on  a  fudden,  it  brake  forth  into  the  appearance 
of  a  raging  and  mighty  torrent  of  bloody  waters,  that  at  firft  looked 
like  the  fudden  giving  way  of  a  dam,  and  the  fea  bearing  all  irrefiflibly 
before  it  :  Whereupon  all  that  part  of  the  heavens  over  us  turned  of 
an  inconceivably  bright  rainbow  colour,  and  immediately  run  into  an 
admirable,  inexpreflible  confufion  of  an  infinite  variety  of  motions  that 
were  amazingly  quick  and  terrible  to  behold. 

1  know  not  how  to  give  you  an  idea  of  this  part  of  thp  appearance  ; 
unlefs  you  may  conceive  fomething  of  it  by  the  various  and  moft  vi. 
olent  motions  that  are  in  a  great  body  of  waters,  when  an  higher  flreaai 
happens  to  defcend  and  impetuoully  rufh  into  another.  Sometimes 
they  ran  into  circular  forms  lometimcs  into  ovals,  fometimeS  the  cir- 
cles and  ovals  werevarioufly  comprellon  their  fides  by  their  approach- 
ing nearer  to  one  another,  or  the  greater  intCrflux  of  the  namelefs  and 
unknown  matter.  Sometimes  tliey  ran  winding  within  and  haftily 
purfuing  one  another  in  the  manner  of  whirlpools,  and  fometimes  they 
ran  round  and  crolfed  like  an  8,  and  in  numberlels  other  difFcirent  fig- 
ures;  that  fomething  reicmbled  the  various,  quick  and  confufed  Ram- 
bles of  flies  in  the  nudft  of  a  room,  or  of  fpiders  on  the  furface  of  a 
pond  ;  or  the  perplexing  contortions  and  turnings  of  a  great  heap  of 
living  eels  juft  covered  with  water  m  the  bottom  of  a  boat;  or  as  the 
luile  ioidiugs  and  ridges  at  the  tops  and  bottoms  of  the  fingers  ;  or  to 
iijention  no  more  comparilons,  like  the  figures  it  is  probable  you  have 
icQn  of  Cartrfus's  vortices. 

All  this  while,  the  brightnefs,  bloodinefs  and  fierinefs  of  the  colours 
helore-mentioiied  together  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  motions  increafed, 
iiilomuch  as  we  could  hardly  trace  them  with  our  eyes ;  till  at  length 
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almoft  all  the  whole  heavens  appeared  as  it  they  were  let  on  a  flame, 
which  wrought  and  glimmered  with  flafhes  in  a  moft  dreadful  and  un- 
defcribable  manner.  It  feeraed  to  threaten  us  with  an  immediate  de- 
fcent  and  deluge  of  fire,  filled  the  flreets  with  loud  and  doleful  outcries 
and  lamentations  and  frighted  a  great  many  people  i«to  their  houfes  : 
And  we  all  began  to  think  whither  the  Son  of  God  was  next  to  make 
his  glorious  and  terrible  appearance,  or  the  conflagration  of  the  world 
was  now  begun.  For  the  elements  leemed  jult  as  if  they  were  melting; 
with  fervent  heat,  and  the  astherial  vault  to  be  burning  over  us  like  the 
fierce  agitations  of  the  blaze  in  a  turnace,  or  at  the  top  of  a  fiery  oven : 
and  the  glimmering  light  looked  as  if  it  proceeded  from  a  more  glorious 
body  behind  that  was  approaching  nearer  and  about  to  make  its  fuddea 
appearance  to  our  eyes 

While  we  expefted  and  wondered  what  would  be  the  next  altera- 
tion and  dreaded  the  confequence  ;  all  on  a  fudden  the  flaming  body 
above  us  brake  into  innumerable  fpears  oi  light,  that  at  firfl;  darted  eve- 
ry way  and  acrofs  one  another,  but  in  a  little  while  they  ^conlormed  to 
the  fame  point  of  motion  and  played  in  a  regular  and  aftonilhing  man- 
ner. At  firfl  it  feemed  as  ii  the  very  frame  oi  the  world  was  a  dilTolv- 
ing  :  But  afterwards  one  would  have  thought  that  there  was  a  furious 
battle  of  invifible  fpirits,  that  the  powers  and  principalities  of  the  air 
had  broke  out  into  a  fierce  contention,  and  that  transforming  themfelves 
into  angels  of  light,  they  were  converted  into  feraphic  flames  an3 
figures  that  are  faid  to  refemble  their  natures. 

Thefe  diftinft  and  various  lights  were  in  the  fhape  of  fwords,  and 
their  feveral  bodies  did  not  appear  intirely  at  the  fame  time,  but  feemed 
to  begin  at  one  end  and  fhoot  a  prodigious  way  to  a  fliarp  point  in 
a  moment,  like  one  eontinued  blaze  ot  a  flying  fire-brand.  As  they 
continually  appeared  and  flreamed,  fo  they  continually  vaniflied  like 
the  luicd  path  of  a  rocket,  while  others  were  incelfantly  making  their 
appearance  in  different  places  round  about.  The  motion  of  them  all 
was  now  pointed  upwards,  and  reached  fome  a  greater  and  fome  a  lef- 
fer  extent :  But  none  above  more  than  from  about  eight  or  ten  degrees 
of  the  horizon  to  about  fix  or  eight  from  the  zenith.  For  the  moft  part 
they  flaflied  unequally :  But  fometimes  they  feemed  to  begin,  ftioot  and 
blaze  all  together  and  made  the  earth  almoft  as  light  as  day.  And  then 
their  appearance  was  likcathoufand  great  fwords  or  blazing  ftars  ffioot- 
ing  upwards  from  all  fides  of  the  hemifphere,  but  leaving  where  their 
points  ended  a  vacant  fpace  in  the  center  of  about  ten  or  twelve  degrees 
diameter,  and  fometimes  ot  a  roundifli  and  fometimes  of  various  mul- 
tangular figures,  direfclly  over  our  heads.  For  there  feemed  to  be  a  re- 
markable part  of  the  heavens  above  us  which  they  all  violently  pufhed 
at,  but  could  never  enter. 

Thus  they  continued  their  exercife  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
but  decreafed  by  degrees  both  in  number,  quicknefs  and  brightnefs  till 
they  left  the  heavens  as  they  were  before,  and  indeed  all  the  time  of 
this  amazing  appearance  almoft  as  clear  I  think  as  ever  I  faw  tbcm.  It 
was  the  more  un-.iccountable  and  wonderful  thai  there  wa?  no  palpable 
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cloud  hung  over  u? :  But  we  faw  the  flars  fhining  very  plainly  all  the 
while  in  the  intervals  of  the  fpearsand  in  the  very  places  where  theV' 
were,  as  foonas  ever  they  vaniflied  j  unlefs  when  the  brightnefs  ot'the 
apparition  was  fo  exceffive  as  to  drown  their  light. 

After  the  fcene  was  over,  which  wa«  a  little  before  eight  o'clock, 
tliere  was  every  now  and  then  a  fmgle  flafli  or  ftreak  or  two  of  light  as 
before  in  divers  parts  of  the  clear  firmament,  and  fome  of  thefe  retain- 
ed their  appearance  for  above  the  length  ot  a  minute,  which  none  of  the 
other  did  ever  reach  near  unto  :  But  as  the  light  of  thefe  was  always 
confiderably  fainter,  fo  they  proportionably  continued  longer  before 
they  intirely  vanifhed. 

I  then  walked  with  a  gentleman  out  of  the  town,  and  went  up  on ; 
rifmg  ground,  whence  we  faw  a  thick  and  lightfome  cloud  direftly  ii 
the  north, and  very  near  the  horizon,  if  not  adjoining  to  it,  that  appeared 
exaftly  as  if  the  full  moon  was  behind  it,  which  was  not  to  rife  till  af- 
ter midnight,  and  that  we  fuppofed  to  be  the  fource  and  mine-head  ot 
all  this  furprifing  train  and  fire- work  of  nature.  Every  now  and  then 
we  faw  beams  of  light  ifTuing  from  it,  fomewhat  like,  but  brighter  than 
thofe  we  oiten  fee  from  the  fun  through  the  crevices  of  a  dark  and 
broken  cloud,  that  made  it  to  refemble  the  royal  artillery  of  pikes, 
fpears  and  fwords  and  other  armour  that  are  commonly  placed  under 
the  kings  pifture.  And  as  the  cloud  arofe  the  flreams  increafed  and 
flalhed  towards  us,  and  we  thought  the  aerial  armies  were  going  to  rally 
and  make  another  onfet  :  But  they  retreated  again,  as  the  cloud  paf- 
fed  on  by  the  borders  of  the  horizon  to  the  well  and  flowly  moved  to 
a  greater  diftance  from  us. 

By  the  brightnefs  of  the  fiery  pillar*  and  theftrange  illumination  of  the 
air  remaining,  1  came  home  a-foot  about  lo  o'clock,  when  the  ground 
and  heavens  were  every  whit  I  think  as  light  as  immediately  after  fun- 
fet.  I  fat  up  and  watched  till  three  in  the  morning  when  I  could  dif-j 
cern  nothing  more  of  them:  But  they  continued  very  vifible  till  be- 
tween one  and  two  ;  when  the  heavens  began  to  be  overfpread  with 
clouds,  and  the  moon  arofe,  which  put  a  gradual  end  to  this  real  and 
moft  incomprehenfible  vifion* 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a  bare,  and  I  am  pretty  fure  an  exaft  hiftori- 
cal  relation  oi  things  as  1  faw  them.  I  have  repeated  it  to  feveral  who 
were  fpeftators  with  me,  who  entirely  agree  to  my  defcription  ol  the 
manner,  appearance  and  procefs  of  tliis  w^nderlul  piodigv.  I  might 
eafilymake  a  great  many  philofophical  and  moral  reflexions  on  the 
things  I  have  written  and  others  I  h\v  :  But  for  feveral  reafons  which' 
you  fee  I  have  not  room  for,  1  defire  to  be  excufed  at  prefent. 
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A  Letter  to  a  certain  Gmtkman  dcfiring  a  particular  account  may  be 
-given  of  a  zvonderful  Met  eor,  that  appeared  in  New  England,  ori 
December  nth,  lyig,  in  the  evening. 

SIR,  ^ 

J  UNDERSTAND  by  a  friend  ot  mine,  you  defire  my  thoughts  o£ 
the  late  appearance  in  the  heavens,  which  was  amazing  to  the  peo- 
ple in  many  parts  ot  the  country.  I  will  therefore  endeavour  to  anfwer 
your  defire  ;  and  that  i.  By  giving  an  account  ot  it  according  as  I 
obferved  it,  and  according  to  what  I  can  learn  from  others.  And  then, 
by  telling  you  what  may  in  all  probability  be  looked  upon  to  be  the 
natural  caufe  thereof.  And  1  hope  (though  I  believe  I  fhall  differ  fromi 
fome)  I  (hall  fay  nothing  that  fhall  be  inconfiilent  either  with  Divin- 
ity or  Philofophy. 

1.  For  the  account  of  it,  8cc,  take  in  the  following  words : 
Dec.  11,  1719.  This  evening,  about  8  o'clock,  there  arofe  a  bright 
and  red  light  in  the  E.N.E,  like  the  light  which  arifes  from  an  houfc 
when  on  fire  (as  I  am  told  by  feveral  credible  perfons  who  faw  it  wheri 
it  firft  arofe)  which  foon  fpread  itfelf  through  the  heavens  from  eaft  to 
weft,reaching  about  43  or  44  degrees  in  height, and  was  unequally  broad  : 
It  Iheamed  with  white  flalhes  or  flreams  of  light  down  to  the  horizon 
(as  moft  tell  me)  very  bright  and  ftrong.  When  I  firll  faw  it,  which 
was  when  it  had  extended  itfelf  over  the  horizon  from  E.  to  W.  it 
■was  brighteft  in  the  middle,  which  was  from  me  N.W.  and  I  could  re- 
femble  it  to  nothing  but  the  light  of  fome  fire.  1  could  plainlv  fee 
flreams  of  light  reder  than  ordinary,  and  there  feemed  to  me  to  be  an 
undulating  motion  of  the  whole  light;  fo  thin  was  this  light,  as  that  I 
could  fee  the  ftars  very  plainly  through  it.  Below  this  flream  or  glade 
of  light,  there  lay  in  the  horizon,  fome  thick  clouds  (which  a  few  hours 
after,  arofe  and  covered  the  heavens)  bright  on  the  tops  or  edges.  It 
iafted  foraewhat  more  than  an  hour,  though  tlie  height  of  its  red  colour 
continued  but  a  few  minutes.  About  eleven  the  fame  night  the  fame 
appearance  was  vifible  again;  but  the  clouds  hindered  its  being  fo  ac- 
curately obferved  as  I  could  wifli  for.  Its  appearance  was  now  fome- 
what  dreadful ;  fometimes  it  looked  ot  a  flame,  fometimes  a  blood  red 
colour;  and  the  whole  N.  E.  horizon  was  very  light,  and  looked  as 
though  the  moon  had  been  near  her  rifing.  The  dreadfulnefs  as  well  as 
ftrangenefs  ot  this  appearance,  made  me  think  of  Mr.  Watts's  de- 
fcription  of  the  Day  of  Judgment  in  Englifh  Sapphic. 

JVhen  the  fierce  North  Wind  with  his  airy  forces  \ 

Rears  up  the  Baltick  to  a  foaming  fury , 

And  the  red  lightning  with  aflorm  of  hail  comes  rufliing  amain 

[down,  &z. 
And  of  thefe  lines  in  Flatman. 

When  from  the  dungeon  of  the  grave 
The  meagre  throng  themfdves  fhall  heave. 
Shake  off  their  linen  chains,  and  gaze 
With  wonder  when  the  world  fJzall  blaze. 
Vol.  II.  C 


i8  Accouni  ofthejirjl  appearance 

About  an  hour  or  two  before  break,  of  day  the  next  morning,  it 
was  feen  again,  as  1  am  informed;  and  thofe  who  faw  it,  fay  it  was 
then  the  moft  terrible.  1  faw  it  but  twice,  for  the  heavens  being  fo 
overcaft,  difcouraged  me  from  fitting  up  longer  than  my  ufual  time. 

This  Meteor  was  feen  in  many  places  :  To  tho/e  S.  from  us,  it  ap- 
peared lower  in  the  horizon,  and  therefore  to  the  more  fouthern  places 
mufl  be  wholly  invifible.  Thus  I  have  given  you  the  belt  account 
1  am  able  of  this  Meteor ;  which  though  very  unufual  here,  yet  in 
northern  countries  more  frequent,  and  feems  to  me  to  be  what  our 
modern  philofophers  call  Aurora  Borealis.  Now,  Sir,  as  for  the  next 
thing  which  is  my  thoughts  on  this  Meteor,  you  fhall  have  them  in 
the  following  words  : 

II.  It  is  well  knov/n  to  all  (though  but  a  little  read  in  philofophy) 
that  there  is  abundance  of  nitro-fulphureous  particles  exhaled  or  forc- 
ed out  of  the  earth  continually,  but  moft  of  all  in  fummer-days  ;  which 
is  the  reafon  why  we  have  thunder  more  then  thnn  in  the  winter. 
Now  for  two  or  three  days  before  this  appearance,  we  had  hot  weather 
for  the  time  of  year,  and  very  hot  indeed  the  day  immediately  preced- 
ing, as  hot  as  we  commonly, have  in  September,  and  the  air  was  fo 
warm,  as,  that  I  can  almofl  call  it  fultry  hot  :  Now  I  believe  there  was 
a  very  great  quantity  of  fuch  particles  exhaled  or  forced  out  of  the 
earth  in  this  hot  weather,  and  this  evening  were  fired  ;  which  becaufe 
fire  in  fuch  inflammable  matter  moves  very  quick,  was  the  caufe  of  the 
quick  motion  of  this  light  from  the  eaft  to  the  weft,  though  not  contra- 
ry to  the  wind,  yet  acrofs  it ;  for  the  wind  was  then  north.  You  will 
now  afk  me  how  it  came  to  pafs,  that  there  were  fuch  exhalations 
more  now  than  at  another  time.  To  which  I  anfwer,  1  believe  they 
were  occafioned  by  fome  fubterraneous  heat,''  that  there  are  fubterran- 
eous  fires  is  received  by  all  philofophers,  and  demonftrable  from  thofe 
igneous  eruptions  that  are  in  many  places  ;  which  fires  are  the  caufes 
of  dreadful  earthquakes  which  have  fometimes  occafioned  the  rife  of 
mountains,  and  of  land  even  out  of  the  water  itfelf.i  And  even  in 
watry  countries  (now  ours  is  a  well  watered  country}  there  are  pits 
and  wells  out  of  which  arife  fuch  fulphurous  fteams,  as  that  if  you 
hold  a  candle  over  them,  they  will  immediately  flame  (much  of  the 
nature  I  fuppofe  they  are  of  fpirits  of  wine  camphorated)  infomuch 
that  whole  houfes  have  been  confumed  hereby.  [See  the  late  excellent 
Treatife  called,  the  Religious  Philofopher,  vol.  2.J  And  pofBbly  there 
may  be  fuch  in  our  country,  which  perhaps  may  occaiion  the  fudden 
alteration  of  weather  we  are  fo  fubjetl  to. 

*  Dr,  Wallis  afcribes  the  afeent  of  vapours  tofubterraneous  heats, 
Phil.Tranf.  Abr.  p.  123^ 

i  See  Dr.  Hooks'i  Difcourfe  oj  earthquakes,   and  Mr,   Ray's  3 
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of  the  Aurora- Borealis  lo 

To  all  this  I  add,  that,  though  in  the  fummer  time  we  have  more 
hot  weather,  and  fo  more  vapours  are  without  doubt  exhaled ;  yet 
whenever  the  weather  is  what  we  call  fultry  hot,  we  commonly  have 
much  thunder  and  lightning,  or  a  good  deal  of  rain  ;  and  fo  the  matter 
which  occafions  fuch  Meteors,  is  confumed  in  thunder  and  lightning, 
or  is  mixed  with  the  particles  of  water,  and  fo  defcends  to  the  earth 
again  ;  and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion,  in  that  (as  the  Chymifts 
fay)  from  rain  water  may  be  diflilled  a  burning  fpirit. 

Now  if  you  afk  me,  Why  this  Meteor  appeared  in  the  N.  E.  and  fo 
to  the  N.  W.  ?  I  anfwer,  The  exhalations  were  driven  there  by  the  S.  W. 
winds  the  day  before  ;  and  afcending  above,  even  to  the  upper  regions 
Oi  the  air,  were  not  touched  by  the  N.  W.  winds  which  blew  the  day 
preceding    the  evening  on  which  this  Meteor  appeared. 

There  remains  a  difficulty  or  two  more  yet  to  be  folved.  viz.  How- 
it  came  to  be  fired  ?  And,  why  it  appeared  more  than  once  ? 

To  the  firft,  I  fay,  it  may  be  fired  by  what  the  philofophers  of  old 
called  the  Antiperijiafis  of  the  air,  i.e.  This  inflammable  matter  meet- 
ing with  fomething  of  a  contrary  nature  to  it,  was  by  the  conteft  be- 
tween them  put  into  a  flame  ;  for  experience  fhows,  that  if  we  take  ni- 
tre, brimftone  and  quick  lime,  mix  them,  in  an  egg-fhell,  as  foon 
as  they  touch  the  water  they  will  fly  out  in  an  aftual  flame,  and  fuch 
is  the  nature  of  an  acid  and  an  alkali,  as  that  the  conteft  between  them 
will  heat  the  plate  or  vefTel  in  which  you  endeavour  to  fatlate  them,  as 
1  have  feveral  times  experienced  ;  now  according  to  philofophy,  where 
there  is  heat  there  is  fire.  Or  if  it  was  not  thus,  as  has  been  already 
explained,  I  do  not  fee  why  fome  fiery  vapour  or  other  might  not  be 
driven  out  of  the  earth  or  fea,  and  fo  in  its  afcent  meet  with  and  give 
iire  to  this  combuftible  matter. 

As  to  its  appearing  more  than  once,  the  reafon  is  the  fame  as  is  given 
for  the  repetition  of  the  flafhes  of  lightning. 

As  for  the  rednefs  of  its  colour,  I  take  it  to  be  nothing  but  the  more 
thick  or  grpfs  particles  that  might  be  mixed  with  this  inflammablematter : 
And  as  for  the  white  ftreams  oi  light,  they  were  made  by  the  more  fine 
fpirituous  particles ;  and  that  this  is  very  probable,  may  be  argued 
from  the  quicknefs  of  their  motion,  as  well  as  their  ilfuing  down  to 
the  horizon,  oppofite  to  the  place  from  whence  the  Meteor  firft  arofe 
(as  moft  tell  me  they  did,  and  I  am  apt  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  to 
believe  it  was  fo.) 

And  this  I  (hall  take  to  be  the  true  folution  of  this  wonderful  appear- 
ance, till  fomebody  will  give  me,  or  I  can  find,  a  better. 

As  to  prognoftications  from  it,  I  utterly  abhor  and  deleft  them  all, 
and  look  upon  thefe  to  be  but  the  effeft  of  ignorance  and  fancy ;  for  I 
have  not  fo  learned  philofophy  or  divinity,  as  to  be  difmayed  at  the 
figns  of  heaven  ;  this  would  be  to  aft  the  part  of  an  heathen  not  of  a 
chriftian  philofopher.  See  Jer.  x,  2.  And  here  I  would  intreat  you 
to  take  me  right,  for  I  dont  mean  that  this  fight  was  not  furprifing  to 
me,  for  I  have  faid  it  was  before,  but  1  only  mean  that  no  man  fliould 
fright  himfelf  by  fuppofing  that  dreadful  things  will  follow,  fuch  as 


so 
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famine,  fword  or  ficknefs;  nor  would  I  be  underftood  to  imagine,  that 
there  will  not  be  fearful  fights  in  the  heavens  before  the  great  and 
terrible  day  of  the  Lord. 

Thus,  good  Sir,  1  have,  as  well  as  I  could,  given  you  an  account  oi 
that  unufual  Meteor,  together  with  ray  thoughts  upon  it.  If  it  is  ac- 
ceptable to  you,  1  fhall  heartily  rejoice,  and  allow  you  to  expofe  it  as 
you  pleafe,  only  concealing  my  name  ;  hoping  what  I  have  laid  may 
jerve  in  fome  meafure  to  illuftrate  the  works  of  nature,  which  all  they 
who  have  pleafure  therein  will  inquire  into,  that  fo  they  may  be  excit- 
ed to  love,  honour,  and  adore  the  God  thereof ;  to  whom  be  glory 
tor  ever.     Amen. 

E  Mufxo  meo  15  Dec.  I  am,  Sir, 

Anno,  1719. 

Your  very  humble  fervant. 


An  Account  of  a  recent  difcovery  o/feven  Iflands  in  the  fouth  Pacifu 
Ocean,  by  Joseph  Ingraham,  Citizen  of  Bo/ion,  and  Commander 
of  the  bviganline  Hope,  of  feventy  Tons  burthen  ;  of\  and  from  this 
Port,  bound  to  the  N.  W.  Coafl  of  America.  By  permijion  of  the 
Owners,  copied  from  the  Journal  of  faid  Ingraham, and  com?nunicated 
to  the  Public,  by  the  Historical  Society. 

AFTER  pafTing  Cape  Horn,  on  the  26ih  of  January,  1791,  Capt. 
Ingraham  faw  the  iflands  of  St.  Ambrofe  and  Felix,  on  the  9th 
of  March — arid  on  the  14th  of  April,  touched  at  Port  Madre  de  Dios 
in  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  one  of  the  duller  called  the  Marquejas  ly- 
ing in  lat.  9°  58'  S.  Having  procured  fuch  refrefliments  as  ihe  place 
afforded,  he  failed  thence,  on  the  18th  of  April  ;  and  here  the  extra6i: 
from  his  Journal  begins. 

"  April  19.""  [a  day  ever  memorable  to  Americans.]    We   fleered 
N.  N.  W.  from  the  ifland  of  Dominica,  and  at  4,  P.  M.  law  two  flands 
under  our  lee ;    one  bore  N.  W.  by  N.  from  us,  and  N.  N.  W.  diftant 
3^  leagues  from  the  N.  W.  end  of  Dominica  ;    the  other  bore  W.  of 
us.     This  fight  was  unexpetted,  as  I  knew  we  had  feen  and  paffed  all 
the  group  called  the  Marquefas.     On  this  I  examined  Capt.  Cook's  . 
chart   of  the  world,  his  voyages,  Quiros's  voyage,  who  was  with  the  % 
Spanifli  Admiral,  that  difcovered  the  Marquefas  in  1^595,  M.  Bougain- 
ville's account  of  circumnavigators  and  lands  difcovered  by  them,  all 
my  charts  and  globes  of  modern  date  ;   but  could  find  no  account  of  but  ' 
five  iflands  in  the  group,  called  Marquefas  de  Mendo9a,  or  any  land  ■ 
laid   down   where  thefe  iflands  we  then  faw  were.     Of  courfe  1  had 
reafon  to  conclude  ourfelves  the  firft  difcoverers.     On  which  I  named 
the  firft  Washington's  ^fl??fl',  in  honour  to  the  illuffrious   Prefi- 
-  dent  of  the  United  States  of  America.     The  other  I  called  Ad  AMj'c 
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ijland  after  the  Vice-Prefident.  At  ^  o'clock  two  more  iflands  were 
feen,  one  of  which  was  between  Wafliington's  and  Adams's  ifland; 
this  I  called  Federal  ijland.  The  other  was  a  fmall  ifland  M^hich 
bore  about  S.  from  Adams's,  this  I  namedLiNCOLN's  2/7(^«^,  in  honour 
to  General  Lincoln.     The  fituation  of  thefe  lour  iflands  is  as  follows  : 


Lattitude  S. 

Longitude  W.  ot  London. 

iVafhington's 

8°  52^  ^ 

140^   19^ 

\dams's 

9°  20' 

140^  54/ 

L,incoln's 

90  24' 

140O  54/ 

"ederal 

~       8^  85' 

140Q  50/ 

AH  four  may  be  feen  at  once  when  failing  towards  them  from  the  Eafl-, 
1  flood  for  Wafliington's  all  night.     At  fix  the  next  morning, 

April  20.  We  were  abreail  of  the  E.  end  of  it ;  and  by  10  we 
were  under  its  N.  W.  fide.  A  canoe  in  which  were  three  men  came 
towards  us  ;  when  they  were  within  about  300  yards  of  us,  they  laid 
ftill  a  while  as  it  were  to  view  us,  frequently  calling  out  hootah,  which 
is,  land,  or,  on  fliore,  in  the  language  of  the  Sandwich  iflands,  and  I 
judged  theirs  was  the  fame.  After  many  gellures  and  figns  of  friend- 
ship, we  prevailed  on  them  to  come  near  enough  to  receive  a  few  ceiits 
and  nails.  They  talked  to  us  a  great  deal  but  to  little  purpofe,  as  all 
we  underflood  was  an  invitation  to  go  afliore  ;  but  as  I  faw  no  place 
proper  to  anchor  in,  1  bore  away  mure  to  the  W.  and  they  paddled  in 
fliore  again,  giving  us  a  fong,  as  at  the  Marquefas.  Thefe  people  re- 
fembled  thofe  we  had  left,  except  one  young  man  .  who  had  his  hair 
ftained  v.'hite  at  the  ends,  as  is  common  at  the  Sandwich  iflands.  The 
canoe  was  curved  at  each  extremity,  both  being  alike  and  refembling 
the  ftern  ot  thofe  at  the  Marquefas."^- 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  anchored  at  this  ifland  and  taken  pof- 
feflion ;  but  I  could  find  no  place  on  its  lee  fide  proper  for  a  veffel  to 
anchor,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  great  neceflity.  I  therefore  called  my  officers 
and  feamen  together,  and  acquainted  them,  that  I  had  every  reafon  to 
believe  the  ifland  we  were  then  under,  and  the  three  feen  the  night  be- 
fore, were  never  leen  by  any  civilized  nation  except  ourfelves ;  there- 
to witnefs,  that  I  clanned  them  as  a  new  difcovery,  and  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America.  On  which  we  all  gave  three  cheers 
and  confirmed  the  name  of  Washington's  ifland.     After  this  we 

*  Thefe.  art  thus  defended  in  another  part  of  the  journal  "  The  bot- 
tom of  their  canoes  is  dug  out  of  ajinglc  log  and  the  fides  are  faued  on 
■  witJi  line -made  of  coco  nut  fibres.  At  the  head  andjlern  tliey  ha.ve  a 
Jinall  piece  of  board  fxed  perpendicularly,  which  repels  the  zuater  and 
prevents  it  entering  the  canoe  as  jhe  goes  ahead.  The  flern  is  confider- 
ably  higher  than  the  head,  bei/iig  a  curve  terminating  in  a  point.  The 
prow  IS  flat  and  horizontal,  jo  that  the  water  continually  wajlies  over  it. 
Thefingle  canoes  have  outriggers,  the  double  ones  are  lajlied  together. 
Their  fails  are  made  of  mats  in  a  triangular  form  ;  but  neither  canoes 
nor  jails  pcjf'efs  that  neatntfs  which  marks  the  fuperior  genius  of  the 
Sandwich  If  landers."' 
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bore  away  for  another  ifland,  which  we  faw  bearing,  W.  by  N.  diftant 
JO  leagues. 

Wafliington's  ifland  is  about  ten  leagues  in  circuit ;  of  a  moderate 
height,  diverfified  with  hills  and  vallies,  and  well  wooded  ;  the  whole 
having  a  vaftly  pleafant  appearance.  It  is  acceflible  for  boats  in  many 
places  ;  but,  as  I  before  obferved,  there  appeared  no  good  anchorage. 
As  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  I  cannot  fay,  as  we  faw  only  two  ca- 
noes ;  the  one  beforementioned,  and  one,  which  by  the  help  of  a  glafs 
I  faw  two  men  launch  ;  but  they  concealed  themfelves  again  and  did 
not  venture  off  to  us.  Houfes  we  law  none;  though  no  doubt  thefe 
were  concealed,  below  the  trees,  as  at  Port  Madre  de  Dios.  Federal 
ifland  and  Adams's  ifland  appeared  about  the  fame  extent  and  height 
as  Wafliington's,  from  what  1  could  judge  by  the  diftance  we  paflfed 
them. 

At  fix  in  the  evening  we  were  within  two  leagues  of  the  ifland  which 
•we  difcovered  and  bore  away  for  at  noon.  It  was  much  higher  than 
Wafliington's ;  but  appeared  about  the  fame  extent.  The  N.  E.  part 
is  much  broken  and  divided ;  its  fummits  terminating  in  ridges  and 
peaks,  ot  a  pyramidical  form ;  the  whole  bearing  a  volcanic  appearance. 
Night  approaching,  I  could  not  examine  this  ifland  particularly,  al- 
though 1  much  wiflied  to  have  done  it.  To  have  remained  for  no  oth- 
er purpofe  might  perhaps  be  deemed  inconfiflent,  by  the  gentlemen  of 
the  concern  ;  hence  1  hawled  my  wind  to  the  northward.  This  ifland 
I  named  Franklin's  ?/?fl«^,  in  memory  oi  Doftor  Benjanijii  Frank, 
lin.  1  cannot  pretend  to  defcribe  this  ifland,  very  particularly,  for  the 
reafons  beforementioned.  It  appeared  however  well  wooded,  and  was 
inhabited  ;  for  as  foon  as  we  had  hawled  off,  the  natives  made  fires,  as 
it  were  to  entice  us  to  remain. 

-  The  latitude  of  Franklin's  ifland  is  8°  45/  S.  its  longitude  140"  49/ 
W.  Its  centre  bears  W.  by  N.  10  leagues  from  Wafliington's. 
From  this  ifland  we  fleered  N.  till  fix  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
April  21,  when  we  faw  two  moxe  iflands  bearing  W.  N.  W.  diftant 
8  leagues.  We  bore  down  for  them.  One  I  named  Hancock's 
ifland  in  honour  to  the  governor  ot  Maffachufetts ;  the  other  Knox's 
ifland,  after  General  Knox.  I  bawled  toward  Hancock's  ifland  ;  but 
finding  no  anchorage,  bore  away  under  Knox's.  We  paffed  feveral 
fine  bays,  in  which  was  good  Ihelter  from  the  trade  wind ;  but  the  bot- 
tom I  judged  was  bad,  from  the  furrounding  rocky  fliores.  One  of  the 
bays  feemed,  as  to  fhelter,  convenience  ct  landing,  &c.  equal  to  Port 
Madre  de  Dois  ;  but  its  fhores  indicated  a  bad  bottom.  Hence  every 
fliip  or  veflel  on  fuch  voyages,  that  fails  in  unknown  feas,  and  (hat  ne- 
celhty  obliges  to  anchor  among  rocks,  would  do  well  to  be  provided 
with  a  chain  of  25  or  30  fathom  ;  which  would  enable  them  to  anchor 
any  where,  wuhoutthe  rifque  ot  lofing  their  anchor  or  endangering  the 
ftiip. 

In  the  bell  bay  abovementioned,  which  I  named  Brattle's  bay, 
we  faw  one  houle,  on  the  brow  of  a  hill,  above  a  fine  grove  of  coco- 
nut trees ;  but  we  faw  no  perfon  flirring.     One  houfe  we  had  paffed 


Difcovery  of  Ingraham's  IJlands.  23 

before  and  gazed  in  vain  for  inhabitants.  OpYEt  faid  they  were 
a  raid,  as  at  Atooi,  when  they  firfl  faw  a  vefTel.  He  faid  they  hawled 
a!  their  canoes  up  and  kept  ciofe  till  a  few  feeing  the  near  approach 
of  the  veffel.had  courage  to  venture  off.  and  returned  with  beads  trin- 
kets &c.  when  many  allured  by  their  good  fortune,  launched  to  vifit 
the  ftrangers,  biafed  by  cunofity  and  the  hope  of  gain 

•  ^'SV^l  ^°i?'  ^'^  ^^'^'  ^  ^"^  ^^^  "°'  ^°  ^o"bt  that  Knox's  ifland 
IS  inhabited  The  approach  of  night  prevented  any  further  examina- 
tion, and  I  bore  away  to  the  weftward.  The  wind  came  off  the  land 
in  frequent  heavy  guffs  and  fqualls,  which  rendered  it  dangerous  ply. 
ing  under  It  all  night;  befides,  under  land  in  tropical  climates  the  wind 
generally  fhifts  in  the  night,  from  the  natural  trade  wind,  and  blows 
irom  the  W.  which  was,  as  we  were  fituated,  direaiy  on  fhore  To 
remain  under  fuch  a  rifque  would  therefore  have  been  imprudent. 

Knox  s  ifland  IS  about  6  or  7  leagues  in  circuit ;  it  appears  fertile 
and  pleafant  to  the  eye,  on  all  fides  ;  but  more  particularly  on  the  W. 
and  N.  W.  fides,  which  are  well  wooded,  and  have  many  fine  groves 
of  coco-nut  trees.  Hancock's  ifland  is  about  5  leagues  in  circuit  It 
appears  to  have  no  harbour  or  place  of  flielter  for  ftiips ;  but  is  accef- 
fible  in  many  places  for  boats.  It  has  a  good  verdure,  with  both  trees 
and  buflies.  • 

Hancock's  ifland  lies  in  lat.   8  o  3^  S.         Long.  141  o    j.v  W 
Knox  s  ifland  in  8  o    5'  141  o    18' 

As  to  the  pofitions  of  thefe  feven  iflands  which  we  have  difcovered 
and  given  names  to,  I  prefume  they  cannot  be  far  from  the  truth. 
Federal  ifland  which  we  faw,  late  in  the  afternoon,  is  moft  liable  to  a 
Iraall  miitake,  as  I  had  no  opportunity  to  work  its  diftance  by  angle  • 
yet  being  pretty  fure  of  the  fituation  of  Wafhington's  and  Adams's' 
federal  ifland  cannot  be  miffed,  as  it  lies  between  them  ;  and  as  I  be- 
fore oblerved,  all  may  be  feen  at  once,  coming  from  the  E. 

From  what  M  Bougainville  fays,+  it  is  pretty  evident  thefe  iflands 
were  not  feen  by  the  Spaniards  in  1595,  when  they  difcovered  the 
Marquefas.  They  pretend  only  to  four  iflands  in  this  group  nor  ever 
law  any  more.  Capt.  Cook,  who  vifited  the  Marquefas  in  1774  dif- 
covered a  fmall  round  ifland,  which  bears  about  N.  N.  E.  from  thf> 
E.  end   of  Dominica,  and  which  he  named  Hood's  ifland.     This 

+  A  native  of  one  of  the  Sandrvich  ijlands  who  had  been  at  New-York 
and  Bojion,  and  tuas  returning  home  m  the  Hope,  after  an  abfence  of 
i^^rity  months  "  /  u^as  much  furpr  fed  (fays  Capt.  Ingrahavl)  to  find 
that  Opye  could  not  underfiand  the  natives  of  the  Marquefas  :  but  flill 
more  to  find  he  could  converje  but  very  indifferently  with  the  deoble  of 
his  own  country  Nay,  on  our frj  arrival,  I  could  apparently  talk  bei 
ter  with  them  than  Opye  ;  for  he,  by  blending  the  American  lanmage 
lifilh  his  own,  formed  a  kind  of  jargon  unintelligible  to  every  one  but 
tmnjdj  ;  but  itfoon  wore  off,  and  his  mother  tongue  became  natural^ 

\  Introduaion  to  the  Englifi  edition  by  Dr.  FoRSTER,  page  21. 
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ottheielflands,  1  concel^  ^     difcoverv  as  my  own.     Should 

tion  m  -^'^,^"g;^^^"\  "f '-nrds  tn    he  fame  fuaation  have  been  feea 
it  be  hereafter/^r...^  th at  illaj^d^in  ^^  I  ^^-..^ed  it. 

,etore,  I  ----^gm^^e's  account  oF  the  llveral  voyages  per- 

It  feems  troni  M.  i^onga  vj-^^^^^ies  made,  that  none  ever  fail-- 

formed  round  the  globe  and    he  dilcove  'j^j-,„,,,,.ed   the  Mar- 

S.  W.  and  the  gro.p  f ,-Vnow  ti    4   eave  ol  thefe  iflands,  ieav- 
^gr.:"bfarr™neVb;'rure  inve^'-,  who  fi.ft  d.fcove.ed 

'%•,  ...  Cou.re  N.  Knox.^mand  in  ^^^^^^^^^ 
The  variation,  by  amplitude  was  4      ^u  i- 

7  The'fo;e™in,r  account  is  fai.hfdly  extrafled  from  the  journal  oti 
1  ne  lore  u    g    t   ^,._t,am    in  his  own  hand  writing,  by 

Capt.  Jofeph  I"gf^^^^'^"B£LKNAP,   Correfponding  Secretary 
J  LKii^iVi  ^^  ^^^^  Hijhrical  Society. 

1  .    n-  ,.TtJc  made   the  College  Librarian,   Mri 

^  Since  Ihe  ^''"^^  f  Xher.iT'/™  /.  .««'.?^.f«  in  the'libra 
Harris  has  confuedUh^i..^^^^^^^  aid  canno.  find  any  ifland 
ry,  pari.cularly  ^"'"^^'f'/""  ""  ^f,,  3„d  the  Equator.  Several  othe 
laid  down  between  '''<=.  ^^^fS^d  among  which  is  Harrison' 
ntaps  atrd  voyages  have  been  i<^^'^^f;^^^  ^^  ,„„  of  .hen. 

«..  Mas,  P"V>=f  '"^  V9' J,  „^^;  ,^  •  e„,°to  ^he  firft  dtfcov/ry  of  thef 
P^':.:  IVwhictre  puhhc  vcce  w,U  ,n  ^uaice  ,o  hi.,  tn  lutu. 
■^Jve  the  denotnination  of  InGRAHAM  s  IJland.. 
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ExtraB  of  a  Letter  from  N.  Tracy,  Efq.  Jan.  21,  1793,  to  a  Member 
of  the  Hiftorical  Society. 

''  "YTOU  fay,  in  finifhing  the  life  ot  Daniel  Gookins,  that  his  fami- 
X  ly  is  extinft  :  This  is  a  miftake,  he  was  my  mother's  great- 
grandfather. This  Daniel  Gookins  had  a  fon  Daniel,  who  was  or- 
dained minifter  at  Cambridge.  He  died  at  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
but  left  a  fon  Nathaniel,  who  was  afterwards  minifter  in  Hampton, 
and  w-is  my  mother's  father.  He  left  a  fon  Nathaniel,  who  was  a 
minifter  in  North-Hill  parifh  (Hampton,)  and  many  other  children, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Portland.  A  coufin  of  mine,  Capt, 
Daniel  Gookins,  ferved  in  our  army  the  laft  war,  with  a  good  reputa- 
tion. And  a  Captain's  commiffion  was  given  to  him,  when  we  were 
about  raifing  a  new  army  in  1786  or  1787." 


Original  Orders  of  Gen.  BurgoYne  to  Col.  Baum,  with  a  brief  de^ 
fcription  of  the  battle  of  Bennington.  &c. 

THE  captureof  Baum's  detachment  in  the  year  1777,  at  Bennington, 
was  a  memorable  event,  and  led  to  the  total  overthrow  of  the  main 
army  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Burgoyne.  The 
orders  given  by  that  officer  to  Colonel  Baum,  ferve  to  exhibit,  in  a 
ftriking  point  of  view,  the  folly  of  depending,  in  a  time  of '  general 
political  convulfion,  upon  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  few,  who  by 
the  rights  oi  favoritifm,  have  the  ear  of  the  ruling  power. 

General  Lincoln  had  an  honourable,  a£live  and  important  (hare,  in 
the  decifive  battle  on  the  heights  ot  Bemis.  He  had  the  honour  ot  (bar- 
ing in  the  fubmiffion  of  the  captured  army,  who  but  a  few  days  before 
confidered  their  march  from  Canada  to  New-York,  as  having  no  im- 
pediments, excepting  what  fliould  arife  from  the  badnefs  of  the  roads. 
That  gentleman  having  depofited  in  the  Colleftion  ot  the  Maffachu- 
fetts  Hiftorical  Society,  the  original  orders  delivered,  and  figned  by 
General  Burgoyne  to  Colonel  Baum,  a  copy  is  given  to  our  readers, 
in  the  publication  ot  this  month. 


Instructions  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baum. 

"  npHE  objeft  ot  your  expedition  is  to  try  (he  affeftions  of  the  cotin- 

X  try,  to  difconcert  the  councils  of  the  enemy,  to  mount  the  Reid- 
efel's  dragoons,  to  complete  Peters's  corps,  and  to  obtain  large  fupplies 
of  cattle,  horfes,  and  carriages.  The  feveral  corps,  of  which  the  en- 
clofed  is  a  lift,  are  to  be  under  your  command. 

"The  troops  muft  take  no  tents,  and  what  little  baggage  is  carried 
by  officers,  muft  be  on  iheir  own  bat  horfes. 

"  You  are  to  proceed  from  Batten  Kill,  to  AOington,  and  take  poS: 
there,  till  the  detachment  of  provincials  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Sherwood,  Ihall  join  you  from  the  fouthward. 
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"  You  are  then  to  proceed  to  Manchefter,  where  you  will  again  take 
poll,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  the  mountains  on  the  road,  from  Man- 
chefter to  Rockingham  ;  from  thence  you  will  detach  the  Indians,  and 
light  troops  to  the  northward,  towards  Otter  Creek.  On  their  return^ 
and  alfo  receiving  intelligence  that  no  enemy  is  in  force  upon  the  Con- 
neftieut  river,  you  will  proceed  by  the  road  over  the  mountains  to 
Rockingham,  where  you  will  take  poll.  This  will  be  the  moft  diilant 
pofton  the  expedition,  and  mull  be  pbceedcd  upon  with  caution,  as 
you  will  have  the  defile  oi  the  mountains  behind  you,  which  might 
make  a  retreat  difficult,  You  aiuft  therefore  endeavour  to  be  well 
informed  of  the  force  of  the  enemy's  militia,  in  the  neighbouring  coun- 
try. Should  you  find  it  may  with  prudence  be  effefted,  you  are  to  re- 
main there,  while  the  Indians,  and  light  troops  are  detached  up  the  riv- 
er, and  you  are  afterwards  to  defcend  the  river,  to  Brattlebury,  and 
from  that  place,  by  the  quickeft  march,  you  are  to  return  by  tlie  great 
load  to  Albany. 

"During  your  whole  progrefs,  your  detachments  are  to  have  orders 
to  bring  in  to  you,  all  horfes  fit  to  mount  the  dragoons,  under  your 
command  ;.  to  ferve  as  bat  horfes  to  the  troops,  together  with  as  many 
faddles  and  bridles  as  can  be  found.  The  number  ot  horfes  requifite, 
befides  thofe  neceffary  for  mounting  the  regiment  ot  dragoons,  ought 
to  be  thirteen  hundred.  If  you  can  bring  more  tor  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
It  will  be  fo  much  the  better.  Your  parties  are  likewife  to  bring  in 
•waggons  and  other  convenient  carriages,  with  as  many  draft  oxen  as 
vill  be  neceffary  to  draw  them;  and  all  caiile  fit  for  flaughter  (milch 
cows  excepted)  which  are  to  be  lett  for  the  ufe  ot  the  inhabitants.  Re- 
gular receipts,  in  the  torm  hereto  fubjoined,  are  to  be  given  in  all  plac- 
es where  a-ny  of  the  abovementiwied  articles  are  taken,  to  fuch  pei Tons 
as  have  remained  in  their  habitations,  and  otherwife  complied  with  the 
terms  of  General  Burgoyne's  Manifefto  :  But  no  receipt  to  be  given 
to  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  a6f ing  In  the  fervice  of  the  Rebels.  As  yoti 
will  have  with  you  perfoas  who  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  abil- 
ities of  the  country,  it  may  perhaps  be  advifeable  to  tax  the  feveral  dif- 
tri£ls,  with  the  portions  of  the  feveral  articles,  and  limit  the  hours  ot 
delivery;  and  fhould  you  find  it  neceffary  to  move  before  the  delivery 
can  be  made,  hoflages  of  the  mofl  refpetlable  people  fhould  be  taken,. 
to  fecure  their  following  you  the  enfuing  day.  All  pofTible  meaf- 
ures  to  be  ufed  to  prevent  plundering.  As  it  is  prohahle  that  Gapt, 
Sherwood,  who  is  already  detached  to  the  fouthward,  and  will  join  your 
St  Arlington,  will  drive  a  confiderable  quantity  of  horfes  and  cattle  in 
to  you,  you  will  therefore  fend  in  this  cattle  to  the  army,  xxith  a  proper 
detachment  from  Peters's  corps,  to  cover  them,  in  order  to  difincumber 
yourfeli  ;  but  you  mufl;  always  keep  the  regiinent  of  dragoons  com- 
patf.  The  dragoons  themfelves  mufl  ride  and  take  care  of  the  horfes 
ot  the  regiment.  Thofe  horfes  which  are  deftined  for  the  army  muft 
be  tied  together  by  firings  of  ten  each,  in  order  that  one  man  may  lead 
ten  horfes.  You  will  givejhe  unarmed  men  of  Peters's  corps  to  con- 
i[it\  them,  and  inbabitanti  whom  you  can  trull..  You  mufl  always  take 
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your  camps  in  good  pofition,  but  at  the  fame  time,  where  there  is  paf- 
ture,  and  you  mufl  have  a  chain  of  centinels,  around  your  horfes  and 
cattle  when  grazing.  Colonel  Skeene  will  be  with  you  as  much  as 
poflible,  in  order  to  aflift  you  with  his  advice,  to  help  you  to  dillin- 
guifh  the  good  fubje6ls  from  the  bad,  to  procure  you  the  bed  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy,  and  to  choofe  thofe  people  who  are  to  bring  me 
the  accounts  of  your  progrefs  and  fuccefs. 

"  When  you  find  it  necefTary  to  halt  for  a  day  or  two,  you  muft  al- 
ways entrench  the  camp  of  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  in  order  never  to 
rifque  an  a«ack  or  affront  from  the  enemy. 

"As  you  will  return  with  the  regiment  of  dragoons  mounted, you  mufl: 
always  have  a  detachment  of  Capt.  Frazer's  or  Peters's  corps,  in  front 
of  the  column,  and  the  fame  in  the  rear,  in  order  to  prevent  your  falling 
into  an  ambufcade  when  you  march  through  the  woods. 

"  You  will  ufe  all  poffible  means  to  make  the  country  believe,  that 
the  tr©ops  under  your  command  are  the  advanced  corps  of  the  army, 
and  that  it  is  intended  to  pafs  the  Connefticut  on  the  road  to  Boflon. 

"  You  will  likewife  infinuate  that  the  main  army  from  Alban/,  is  to 
be  joined  at  Springfield  by  a  corps  of  troops  Irom  Rhode-Ifland.  It  is 
highly  probable,  that  the  Corps  under  Mr.  Warner,  now  fuppofed  to  be 
at  Mancheffer,  will  retreat  before  you,  but  fhould  they,  contrary  to  cx- 
peftation,  be  able  to  colleft  in  great  force,  and  poft  themfelves  advan- 
tageoufly,  it  is  lelt  to  your  difcretion  to  attack  them  or  not,  always 
bearing  in  mind,  that  your  corps  is  too  valuable  to  let  any  confiderabie 
lofs  be  hazarded  on  thisoccafion. 

•'  Should  any  corps  be  moved  from  Mr.  Arnold's  main  army,  in  or- 
der to  intercept  your  retreat,  you  arc  to  take  as  ftrong  a  poft  as  the 
couDtry  will  afford,  and  fend  the  quickeff  intelligence  to  me,  and  you 
may  depend  on  my  making  fuch  a  movement  as  fhall  put  the  enemy 
between  two  fires,  or  otherwife  effeftually  fuftain  you. 

"  It  is  imagined  that  the  whole  of  this  expedition  may  be  effe6led  in 
about  a  fortnight,  but  every  movement  of  it  mufl  depend  upon  your 
fuccefs  in  obtaining  fuch  fupply  of  provifions  as  will  enable  you  to 
fubfift  for  your  return  to  the  army  in  cafe  you  get  no  more,  and  fhould 
not  the  army  be  able  to  reach  Albany  before  your  expedition  fliall  be 
completed,  I  will  find  means  to  give  you  notice  of  it,  and  give  your 
rout  another  dire6lion. 

"  All  perfons  afting  in  committees,  or  any  officers  under  the  direc- 
tions ot  the  Congrefs,  either  civil  or  military  are  to  be  made  prifoners, 
"  I  heartily  wifh  you  fuccefs,  and  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

J.  BURGOYNE,     lieut^nani-Generai:' 

♦'  Head  Qimrters,  Augujl  gik,  lyjj'" 
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UNDER  thefe  orders  Colonel  Baum  proceeded  with  all  the  cautioa 
which  was  inculcated,  ^until  he-had  arrived  at  Bennington.  When  he 
had  entered  the  territory  of  Vermont,  the  people  were  impreffed  with 
all  the  apprehenfions,  which  are  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of  ari 
invaded  country.  They  beheld  from  their  high  lands  the  unrefifted 
approaches  of  an  apparently  invincible  army  ;  which  feeraed  to  hold 
their  lives  at  its  pleafure,  and  their  property  at  its  difpofal.  Until 
the  detachment  arrived  at  Bennington,  the  place  where  they  were 
deftined  to  be  offered  on  the  altar  of  Liberty,  they  met  with  very  little 
refiftance.  The  fupplies  which  they  gathered  were  not  very  flattering, 
and  the  aids  given  them  by  the  inhaiDitants  were  very  far  from  being 
encouraging.  They  were  alike  deceived  by  friends  and  enemies,  but 
the  deceptions,  equally  leading  to  their  ruin,  iffued  from  very  differ- 
ent motives  in  each  party. 

General  Schuyler  was  on  the  Hudfon  with  the  American  army, 
waiting  the  flow  approaches  of  the  main  Britifh  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Burgoyne,  while  his  numbers  would  by  no  means 
admit  of  his  fending  a  detachment  to  oppofe  the  ravages  of  Baum's 
party.  But  the  people  in  New-Hampfliire,  appeared  to  be  at  once 
infpired  by  that  fpirit  of  intrepid  refolutlon,  which  flows  from  a  fenfe 
of  duty,  and  the  feelings  of  freemen,  whofe  rights  are  invaded.  The 
command  of  this  body  was  given  to  Brigadier-General  Stark,  in  whofe 
fkill  and  courage  they  had  full  confidence. 

This  body  was  difconnefted  with  the  army  under  General  Schuyler, 
and  his  opinion  of  them  is  well  expreffed  'in  Ais  letter  to  Congrefs, 
which  procured  an  order  for  their  difperfing  themfelves  :  But  before 
thefe  orders  had  arrived.  Stark  and  his  fellow  volunteers  had  rendered 
themfelves  dear  to  their  country,  by  turning  the  fate  of  a  defperate  con. 
tel  in  favour  oi  liberty.  As  the  happy  event  of  this  attempt,  is  fo 
weh  knpwn,  we  will  flep  afide  and  iketch  a  brief  charafter,  of  the 
hero  whofe  unlhaken  firmnefs,  fuccefsful  fkili,  and  oerfonal  bravery 
did  fo  much  to  enlure  it.  ^  ui    vci_y, 

John  Stark  Ijad  an  early  opportunity  to  turn  his  attention  to  the 
calls  of  war.  He  was  born  in  that  part  ol  New-Hampfliire  wh  ch 
was  fubjeaed  to  the  mvafions  of  the  Savages  +  The  fi/ft  in.  T 
received  on  his  mind  were  thofe  of  alar^,  aSd  ^tc^'jToflZ 
like  defence.  In  the  year  17^2,  when  he  was  a  boy,  he  was  taken 
captive  by  the  Indians,  adopted  as  one  of  their  childrei(  and  rema  ned 
tor  lome  time  with  them.  '  remained 

In   the  wars   which  happened  before  the  reduftion   of  Quebec   he 
diftmguifhed   himfell  as  a  brave  intrepid   nar(ir;,n       n      r  j   ?     '  T 
found  of  public  danger,  he  led  a  redmem  ofhi    111  •"^''^   ^^  '^^ 

field  of  Cambridge,  in  the  year  lyy^r      Whl     r  "^i  'xV''"'"'  ^"  '^'^ 

on  the  north  fidl  ol  Cl'rfes!  i  e'l^^'to  la  k  die"  Amf  "^'  ^'^' 
Colonel  Stark  placed  his  regiment  on  the  left  of  r'^  I  '"  ^''''' 
doubt,  and  received  the  ene^y^ith   his'^u/utl  l^ers^TiTrdSret 

I  He  w^s  born  in  Londonderry  andzva.  ufal  to  huntu.^  ..  J^s youth. 
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Twice  they  gave  way  to  his  ^ell  direfted  mufquetry,  and  finally 
marched  J//?  the  river,  and  gained  the  eijninence  contended  for,  by  z 
rout  where  they  did  not  meet  with  fo  forcible  an  oppofition.  He 
was  ufeful  in  the  American  army  aher  this  period,  and  was  prefent  at 
the  battle  ot  Trenton,  in  the  year  1776,  when  the  Heflians  were  cap- 
tured by  General  Wafliington. 

By  fome  new  arrangements  in  the  American  army,  Colonel  Stark 
found  it  convenient  to  retire.  He  was  a  man  of  great  piainncfs  of 
manners,  and  feverity  of  converfation.  Having  retired  to  his  place 
in  Derryfield  ;  like  Cincinnatus  he  tilled  his  ground,  until  the  alarm 
of  Burgoyne's  approach,  urged  him  to  lay  by  the  plow-fhare,  and  the 
pruning-hook,  and  once  more  to  take  up  the  fword,  and  the  fpear. 
How  widely  different  is  the  charafter  of  the  man,  who  girds  on  his 
armour,  to  relieve  the  diflreffes  of  his  country,  to  fave  innocent  citi- 
zens from  the  ravages  of  an  infuhing  enemy,  from  that  of  the  man, 
who  thirfling  for  conqueft,  and  fanguinary  glory,  leads  on  his  banditti, 
to  rapine  and  plunder. 

When  Colonel  Stark  had  arrived  at  the  State  of  Vermont,  his  char- 
after  at  once  collefted  the  fcattered  militia,  and  infpired  the  people 
with  confidence.  His  difpofitions  were  prudent  and  cautious;  while 
■jvifdom  and  firmnefs,  diftated  the  neceffary,  and  effective  meafures. 

The  enemy  had  to  pafs  a  defile  between  two  mountains,  while  the 
American  leader  threw  up  a  brealf  work  at  the  fouthern  extreme  of 
it  ;  he  marched  two  bodies  round  to  cut  off  their  retreat.  Baum 
marched  with  his  ufual  confidence.  He  was  infured  of  fuccefs  by  the 
orders  hepoirefTed,  and  the  weight  and  prowefs  of  Reidefel's  dragroons 
and  Petcrs's  corps.  He  found  from  the  noife  of  two  fmall  cannon, 
which  was  all  the  train  of  artillery  belonging  to  the  troops  who  oppofed 
him,  that  he  had  fomething  unexpeftedly  ferious  in  his  front.  The 
pride  miletane,  and  the  obedience  which  Germans  always  pay  to  their 
orders,  prompted  him  to  advance.  The  violent  alfault  of  Reidefels 
dragoons,  was  foon  repelled,  nor  did  the  weight  and  courage  of  Peters's 
corps  prove  efficient.  The  lafl  claim  of  an  invading  enemy  is  a  re- 
treat, but  this  was  denied  him  ;  and  having  his  tioops  difarmed  and  made 
prifoners,  was  his  apology  tor  not  obeying  the  orders  of  his  General. 
The  bat  horfes  were  ufeful  in  bringing  the  Tick  officers  to  the  place 
,  of  their  confinement,  where  they  obiained  in  a  peaceable  manner  the 
forage  and  provifion,  which  they  had  been  difappointed  of,  whilil  they 
were  attempting  to  obtain  them  by  force. 

One  drum  of  Peters's  corps  and  one  complete  fuit  of  arms  of  Reid- 
efel's dragoons,  were  the  trophies  prefented  ,by  General  Stark  to  the 
State  of  Mafl'achufetts ;  and  they  are  now  kept  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 
Mankind  are  in  the  purfuit  after  happinefs,  and  in  the  chace  they 
multiply  th.e  miferies.and  increafe  the  inisf'ortunes  of  each  other.  He 
who  de[oL^tes  an  unoffending  country,  to  gain  laurels,  ought  to  be 
hated  and  defpifed  by  tiie  human  race.  But  tiie  true  joy,  and  well 
grounded  fatisfaflion  of  Stark  and  his  volunteer  band,  can  be  much 
t-etter  cjnceived  than  expreffed.    As  he  returned  to  his  own  foil,  to  lay 
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by  the  weapons  of  war,  and  to  affume  thofe  of  hufbandry  ;  he  faw  his 
fcattered  fellow  citizens  alfo  returning  to  the  manfions  from  whence 
danger  had  expelled  them.  The  fweet  voice  of  lecurity  was  inviting 
them  home,  the  harvefl.  ftood  in  fmiles  to  welcome  their  fickles,  and 
kindred  hearts  were  no  longer  torn  by  a  dreadful  anxiety  for  friends 
difperfed  to  unknown  borders. 


A  Letter  from  the  Rev.  John  Hubbard,  giving  an  Account  of  the 
Town  oj  NORTHFIELD. 

Northfield,  Sept.  i,  1792. 

IN  the  year  1672  the  Townfhip  was  granted  to  MefTrs.  Pinchion, 
Peirfons  and  their  aflbciates,  the  Indian  name,  Sguaivkeagiie,  laid 
out  on  both  fides  of  Connefticut  river,  fix  miles  in  breadth  and  twelve 
in  length. 

In  the  year  1673  fettlers  came  on,  planted  down  near  one  to  the  oth- 
er, built  fmall  huts,  covered  them  with  thatch,  near  their  centre  made 
one  for  public  worlhip,  and  employed  one  Elder  Janes  as  their  preach- 
er ;  ah^o  ran  a  flockade  and  fort  around  a  number  of  what  they  called, 
houfes,  to  which  they  might  repair,  in  cafe  they  were  attacked  by 
the  enemy.  Thefe  firft  fettlers  were  a  fet  of  religious  congrega- 
tional people,  emigrated  from  Northampton,  Hadley,  Hatfield,  &c. 

Probably  in  about  five  or  fix  years,  an  Indian  war  broke  out,  a  large 
army  came  fuddenly  upon  them,  killed  Tome  in  their  houfes,  others  as 
they  were  coming  out  of  the  meadows  ;  the  reft  of  this  diftreffed  peo- 
ple, men,  women  and  children,  fled  to  their  fort,  unable  to  fally  out 
and  repel  the  enemy,  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs  and  no  prefent  relief  could 
be  afforded  them.  The  Indians  in  the  mean  time  kept  around  them, 
killed  their  cattle,  deftroyed  their  grain,  burnt  up  the  houfes  that  were 
without  the  fort  and  laid  all  wafte  ;  the  dead  bodies  of  their  neighbours 
were  unburied.  The  people  full  ot  fear,  left  the  Indians  would  break 
into  their  tort,  A  number  ot  days  and  nights  were  they  in  this  dif- 
treffed  condition.  In  the  mean  time  one  of  their  brave  men  got  out 
of  the  fort  in  the  night,  and  ran  to  Hadley  near  thirty  miles. 

A  certain  Captain  Bean,  with  his  company,  and  a  number  of  teams 
were  ordered  to  go  and  bring  off  the  diftrelTed  people.  But  when  they 
had  got  u'itliin  two  miles  ot  the  fettlement,  were  way-laid,  kiiled,  and 
almort  all  the  company  and  the  teams;  the  few  that  furvived  thisr 
bloody  carnage,  fled  back  to  Hadley,  then  Captain  Treat  with  a  larger 
body  ot  men,  and  more  teams  were  ordered  out,  and  fetched  off"  the  dif- 
treffed  inhabitants. 

Thus  long  did  thefe  poor  people  continue  in  fear  and  jeopardy  every 
hour.     At  length  they  arrived  to  the  place  abovementioned.     The 
Indians  foon  returned  and  deftroyed  their  fort  and  every  thing  that  re-  • 
mained.     All  was  now  defolate  and  wafte,  and  continued  fo  tor  about 
five  or  fix  years — the  war  ending. 

In  1685,  fettlers  came  on  again,  continued  ten  or  twelve  yeaw;,  buiU 
Wiills,  ard  fume  convenient  houfes  and  carried  on  their  hufbandry  to  a 
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good  degree  and  introduced  mechanics,  the  fettlement  flourifhed, 
however  had  not  arrived  to  fuch  abiUty  as  to  fettle  a  minifter  though 
they  began  to  hire  fome  preaching.  But  alas !  Another  Indian  war 
breaking  out,  the  people  were  drove  within  their  iorts,  which  they  had 
ercfted.  Government  afforded  them  fome  proteflion,  notwithftand- 
ing,  the  Indians  prelfed  hard  upon  them,  killed  fome  and  took  other* 
captive,  and  the  hearts  of  the  reft  of  the  people  were  difmayed  anddif- 
couraged,  and  in  council,  determined  it  was  beft  to  return  to  the  lower 
lowns,  this  they  did,  late  in  the  Fall  or  beginning  of  Winter,  when  the 
Indians  had  withdrawn.  The  next  Spring,  the  Indians  came  on,  burnt 
tip  a  {econd  time,  laid  the  fettlement  wafte  :  This  brings  us  to  the  year 
1700  or  more,  a  little  before  Deerfield  was  deftroyed. 

In  the  year  1713  the  proprietors  petitioned  the  General  Court  to 
grant  them  a  committee,  to  afcertain  and  fix  the  boundaries  oi  their 
home  lots,  meadow  lots,  &c.  The  committee  were,  the  Hon.  John  Stod-i 
dard  of  Northampton,  Eleazer  Porter  of  Hadley,  Henry  Dwight  of 
Hatfield,  Efqrs.  Settlers  came  on  very  much  together,  rebuilt  their 
mills,  houfes,  and  foon  proceeded  to  fet  up  a  houfe  for  public  worfhip, 
and  were  now  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Northfield,  as 
,it  was  the  northernmoft  town  in  the  county  of  Hampfhire  and  colony 
of  the  MafTachufetts,  on  Conneflicut  river. 

About  the  year  1718 — -were  gathered  into  a  diftinft  church,  invited 
and  fettled  Mr.  Bepjamin  DooHttle,  of  Wallingford,  in  Connefticut, 
who  continued  in  the  miniftry  about  thirty  years,  died  1748,  aged  fif- 
ty-four years  :  He  began  with  the  people  in  their  third  fenlement,  when 
rot  more  than  thirty-five  families ;  lived  to  fee  themincreafe  almoft  to 
a  hundred,  and  to  a  good  degree  of  opulence  and  wealth,  though  oh 
worried  with   diftrefTing  wars,  it  being  very  much  a  frontier. 

It  was  in  Mr.  Doolittle's  day  that  the  Province  line  was  ran,  be- 
tween New-Hampfhire  and  MafTachufetts,  which  cut  off  one  third 
part  or  more,  and  is  now  Hinfdale. 

Iq  the  year  1750,  the  people  invited  and  fettled  Mr.  John  Hubbard, 
of  Hatfield,  >vho  has  continued  in  the  miniftry  more  than  forty  years. 
We  are  not  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  families  at  this  prefent 
time.  , 

The  air  is  falubrlous,  and  the  foil  tolerably  fertile.  No  Indians,  nor 
any  of  their  monuments.  Northfield  is  fouthward  of  the  centre  of  the 
fettlements  on  Connetficut  river.  The  people  are  all  furnifhed  with 
bibles  and  other  good  books,  in  their  houfes,  but  no  focial  library  ;  there 
has  been  much  talkaboutfetting  up  one,  I  hope  itmay  beeffefted.  Gene- 
rally a  grammar  and  other  good  fchools  in  town,  people  are  well  fpir- 
ited  towards  the  inflruftion  of  their  children,  though  never  fent  forth 
many  fcholars  into  the  world. 

The  moft  of  the  people  purfue  hufbandry  ;  it  is  an  excellent  town- 
ffiip  for  raifing  of  wheat  and  other  kinds  of  grain.  It  has  a  fufficient 
number  of  tradefmen  of  all  forts.  Commerce  has  flourifhed,  and  is 
now  again  reviving.  It  has  a  number  of  good  buildings,  an  elegant 
koufe  for  the  worlhip  pf  God  :  Of  late  a  curious  ftill-houfe  fet  up,  for 
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the  making  of  gin  ;  but  this,  I  fear,  will  be  of  no  public  utility.  iTiat 
which  above  all  the  reft  comfortable  and  praifeworthy  is,  that  as  peo- 
ple, we  are  to  appearance,  pretty  well  united  in  faith,  worfhip,  and 
chriftian  difcipline;  no  feftaries. 

II:  this  hiftorical  account  will  be  any  way  ufetul  to  you,   it  will  give 
fatisfaftion  to  Your  humble  fervant, 

JOHN  HUBBARD. 


■Letter  from  John  Colman  Efq.  in  luondon  to  his  brother  the  Rev: 
Dr.  Colman  of '&oi!ton,  giving  an  account  of  the  hearing  before 
the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  complaint  of  Gov.  t>HUTE, 
againjl  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  Province  of  Majfachufetts 
Bay. 

London,  May  i^th,  1724. 
Dear  Sir, 

MY  laft  went  by  Mr.  John  Allin,  fince  which  the  King's  Attorney 
and  Solicitor-General  have  once  heard  Mr.  Cook  in  anfwer  to  the 
memorial.  They  fat  between  three  and  tour  hours,  and  are  gone  through 
three  articles;  the  firft  was  the  matter  of  the  woods, but  when  the  charge 
was  heard,  1  obferved  Mr.  Cook  did  not  pretend  to  fay,  as  be  ufed  to  do 
in  New  England,  that  the  King  had  no  right,  but  faid  that    what   they 
had  done  was  in  order  to  fecure  the  King's  right ;  but  Mr.  Cook  was  foon 
anfwered  by  Sir  Lawrance  Carter,  who  was  council  tor  the  Governor, 
and  byMr.  Bendifh,  by  producing  the  vote  of  the  AfTembly.which  faith] 
that  thofe  logs  being  cut  into  lengths  which  rendered  them  unfit  for 
his   Majelty's  ufe — the  King  had  no  right  to  them  and   accordingly 
they  ordered  them  to  be  fold  tor  the  ufe  of  the  Province  and  i:  was 
further  argued  that  tliey  were  aftually  fold  to  Mr.  Platleed  ot  Pifcata- 
qua:  Mr.  Cook  had  two  eminent   counfellors,"  Mr.  Reaves  and  Mr, 
Talbot,  and  two  others,  all  bright  gentlemen,  who  faid  as   much  as 
could  be  faid  in  defence  of  the   country,  and  managed  the  matter  ex- 
tremely well,  but  with  the  greateft  modefty,  it  being  a  tender  point  in 
which  the  prerogative  was  pretended  to  be  invaded  :  The  Attorne}''- 
General  and  Solicitor-General  feem  to  me,  to  be  but  young   men,  to 
he  advanced  to  fiich  high  ftations,  but  if  they  are  young  in  years,  they 
are  old  in  knowledge,andIfaw,foondifcerned  where  the  matter  pinched,- 
and    though    they  faid   but  little,  yet   faid  enough  to   fatisfy  me,  that 
their  report  will  be  on  the  fide  of  the  Governor.     The  next  article 
was,  negativing  the^Speaker;   it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Talbot  and  in  be= 
half  ot  the  country  that  they  had  not  denied  the  Governor's  rio:ht  in 
that  point,^and  endeavoured  to  prove  it,  by  faying  they  chofe  another  ; 
but  the    Governor  anfwered  it  was   another  Aflembly  that  chofe  Dr! 
Clark,  and  that  the  Aifembly  who  chofe  Mr.  Cook,  fat  five  days,  and 
would  not  choofe  another,  and  then  he  diffolved  them  ;  aqd  further  to 
prove  that  the  General  Affembly  approved  and  juftified  what  was  done, 
lie  produced  the  raelfage  the  General  Alf-mbly  fent  him,  when  he  liad 
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fent  down  his  approbation  of  Dr.  Clark,  viz.  that  they  dici  not  fend 
him  the  meffage  whom  they  had  chofe  for  his  approbation,  but  for  his 
information ;  when  that  was  read,  1  obferved  Mr.  Cook's  counfel 
looked  down,  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Coloured  and  one  gentleman, 
I  remember  called  it  a  faucy  anfwer.  I  confefs, though  I  always  condem- 
ned the  Aflembly  for  choofing  Dr.  Cook,  becaufe  they  could  not  but 
forefee  it  would  be  laying  a  bone  oi  contention  in  the  way  between 
the  Governour  and  Affembly,  yet  when  they  had  chofe  him,  I  always 
juftified  their  Handing  by  that  choice,  for  it  it  be  in  the  power  of  a 
Governour  to  negative  one  lpeaker,he  may  proceed  in  the  fame  method 
ad infinitmn,  and  fo  in  effeft  fay,  we  fhall  have  no  Affembly,  and  over- 
fet  the  conftitution  at  once;  this  will  go  (I  believe)  aifo  in  tavour  o£ 
the  Governour,  tor  I  find  they  are  very  tender  ot  the  prerogative :  the 
general  article,  was  the  ordering  of  the  folemnifing  effort,  a  great  deal 
of  talk  there  was  on  this  head,  and  many  minutes  produced  to  prove 
the  Affembly  had  moved  in  that  matter  formerly,  but  Sir  Lawrance  al- 
ledged,  that  the  prerogative  was  invaded^in  that  point  notorioufly ;  fol" 
when  the  Governour  difputed  the  matter  with  the  Affembly,  they  told 
him,  as  appeared  by  their  votes,  that  unlefs  that  Houfe  appointed  it,  as 
well  as  the  Governour  and  upper  Houfe,  the  people  were  not  puniiha- 
ble  by  law  it  they  broke  in  upon  the  day  by  travelling,  working,  &c. 
Thus  tar  they  are  gone,  and  are  adjourned  to  Friday,  the  29th  inft. 

I  could  not  forbear  reflecting  on  the  ftate  of  my  country  ;  that  they 
do  not  know  their  own  happinefs :  They  may,  if  they  pleafe,  be  the 
quieteft,  happieft  people  under  the  fun  ;  but  they  will  deftroy  them- 
felves.  I  fuppofe  by  this  time  there  is  a  fhip  load  of  tar  gone,  and  next 
goes  a  load  of  turpentine,  and  then  another  of  pitch,  and  fo  on.  I  hear 
the  Governour  faith,  he  will  try  who  fhall  be  Governour,  he  or  Mr.Cook, 
and  that  he  will  fee  New  England  again,  let  it  coft  what  it  will  :  Nay^ 
a  gentleman  here  told  me,  he  heard  him  fwear  it,  which  he  wondered 
at,  tor  he  never  had  heard  him  fwear  an  oath  before  in  his  life.  He  faith, 
now  he  fees  his  honour  is  concerned,  he  will  not  be  out  done  by  Mr. 
Cook. 

My  Lord  Harrington  came  in,  in  the  midft  of  the  debates  :  As  it  hap- 
pened, the  Attorney-General  and  Solicitor-General  fat  facing  the  door, 
I  flood  juft  behind,  between  their  chairs  ;  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor 
faw  him  as  foon  as  his  head  appeared,  rofe  up  immediately,  which  fur- 
prifed  me,  not  knowing  my  Lord,  to  fee  the  whole  court  rife  up  and 
pay  fuch  great  refpeft  :  The  Attorney  motioned  to  my  Lord  to  come 
to  the  table,  where  an  elbow  chair  was  in  an  inflant  brought,  and  he  fat 
down  in  it,  the  only  eafy  chair  which  was  in  the  room  :  I  mention  this 
only  to  Ihew  the  difference  Dr.  Cook  finds ;  it  would  (thought  1  at 
that  time]  better  fuit  the  Doftor's  high  fpirit  to  be  treated  with  the  re- 
fpeft  my  Lord  was,  than  to  ftand  behind  his  counfellors,  making  a  lame 
defence  to  the  articles  exhibited  againft  his  country,  through  his  means. 

Since  the  hearing,  I  happened  to  have  fome  little  talk  with  Dr. 
Cook  upon  the  Exchange,  and  find  he  and  I  differ  very  much  in  our 
thoughts  about  matters  j  he  thinks  all  will  be  well  on  the  country's 
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fide,  and  I  fuppofe  will  write  accordingly  ;  but  I  find  nobody  elfe  of 
liis  opinion  :  He  faid  one  thing  to  me  which  p leafed  me,  viz.  that  fince 
his  cc>tning  here,  and  feeing  how  the  government,  who  are  more  im- 
mediately under  the  crown  areufed,  he  hatha  greater  value  for  our 
charter  pVivileges  than  ever  he  had  ;  to  which  I  anfwered,  that  1  thought 
our  neighbours  at  New  York,  alone  were  enough  to  convince  us  of  the 
worth  of  our  charter,  and  that  I  was  of  opinion,  rather  than  lofe  it,  they 
could  not  buy  it  at  too  dear  a  rate. 

Mr.  Sanderfon  did  not  appear,  with  his  brother  Agent :  I  inquired 
the  meaning  ot  it,  and  was  anfwered,  that  the  Lords  ot  Trade  bid  him 
choofe  which  he  would  be,  viz.  their  Clerk,  or  New  England's  Agent, 
for  both  he  fnould  not  be.  The  under  fecretary  to  their  Lordlhips  was 
ihere,  but  none  of  their  clerks.  1  remember,  1  have  heard  Sander- 
fon called  Secretary  to  the  Board  ot  Trade  (in  New  England)  but  I 
fee  he  is  not  fo  much  as  under  fecretary,  only  one  of  the  clerks.  Mr. 
Hollis,  Neal,  Harris,  and  others,  New  England's  friends,  fay,  that  fi- 
nally, if  the  charter  be  faved,  it  mull  be  by  the  country's  fending  over 
meilengers  to  the  King,  to  folicit  therefor  in  another  manner  ;  and 
when  the  country  comes  to  be  in  temper,  and  fee  their  own  intereft, 
thele  gentlemen  fay  they  will  take  fuch  healing  meafures  :  But  Doctor 
Cook  thinks  there  is  no  danger  of  the  charter.  I  will  endeavour  to 
be  prefent  at  next  hearing,  and  then  (hall  write  you  what  pafTes. 

I  am  now,  through  the  favour  of  heaven,  at  the  filth  day  of  June, 
and  can  inform  you,  that  yefterday.  Dr.  Cook  was  heard  a  (econd  time 
in  anlwer  to  the  memorial,  it  was  five  in  the  afternoon,  beiore  the  So- 
licitor came,  and  then  the  hearing  began.  But  they  went  through  but 
one  article,  viz.  About  the  adjournment  of  ilie  AlFembly,  to  Cam- 
bridge and  a  Mr.  Talbot  who  was  Counle!  for  the  Province,  faid 
what  he  could  injuftificationof  the  Affembly,  though  I  think  all  he  faid 
was  very  little  to  the  purpofe.  But  \vhat  Ihall  we  fay,  be  a  man's 
thoughts  never  fo  ingenious  and  bright,  he  cannot  with  all  his  rheto- 
ric, make  black  white,  a  bad  caufe  will  admit  but  of  a  poor  defence  ; 
and  fo.  Sir  Lawrance  Carter  and  another  gentleman,  who  was  of  coun- 
fel  for  the  Governour,  hinted,  and  faid,  that  Mr.  Talbot,  they  humbly 
conceived,  had  faid  nothing  to  the  purpofe  :  But,  indeed,  Mr,  Dum- 
mer  told  me,  he  heard  Mr.  Talbot  tell  Dr.  Cook,  jufl  before  the  hear- 
ing began,  that  the  Affembly  had  infringed  on  the  prerogative  in  that 
matter,  but  he  would  make^the  beft  he  could  of  it  :  In  fliort,  I  am  fully 
of  opinion,  that  the  Governour  will  make  good  every  article  of  the 
memorial,  the  further  hearing  is  to  be  the  nth  inft.  when,  I  hope,  to 
hear  the  arguments  on  the  remaining  articles  :  Were  I  in  Dr.  Cook's 
place,  it  would  fret  me  to  fee  myfelf  fo  out  done  by  a  man,  I  had  called  fo 
many  fools  and  blockheads,  as  he  haih  called  the  Governour  ;  1  be- 
lieve by  this  time,  he  may  begin  to  fee  with  other  eyes  :  The  Gov- 
ernour defired  me  to  give  his  fervice  to  you,  and  tell  you,  he  had  noth- 
ing to  write,  worth  communicating  to  you  ac  prefent,  when  he  had, 
you  fhould  hear  from  him  :  He  at  all  times,  exprelfes  a  great  concern, tor 
the  good  people  of  New  England ;  but  faith,  he  is  driven  to  what  he  doth. 
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and  fears  the  perverfe  fpirit  of  fome  among  you,  will  put  it  out  of  the 
power  of  him,  or  any  body  elfe,  to  ferve  you  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion 
of  all  thinking  men  1  talk  with,  that  unlefs  the  country  take  more 
healing  meafures,  and  very  fpeedily  too,  the  country  will  lofe  all  their 
privileges. 

The  Quaker's  complaint  hath  been  heiwd,  and  the  perfons  who  were 
imprifoned,  are  ordered  to  be  fet  at  liberty  ;  I  hear,  that  at  the  hearing, 
the  Attorney-General  refle6ted  on  the  country,  very  (harply,  and  fai'd] 
that  was  not  the  only  inftance  in  which  they  hadalTumed  to  themfelves 
unwarrantable  powers.  I  am  really  concerned,  when  I  think  ferioufly 
on  thefe  things,  (having-  children,  who  muft  in  all  likelihood,  fpend 
their  days  there)  that  through  the  illnature  and  ffubbornnefs,  of  a  few 
men,  the  country  will  lofe  fo  many  valuable  privileges,  as  no  people 
elfe,   under  the  Britifli  Crown  enjoy. 

My  fervice  to  Mr.  Belcher,  Mr.  Cooper,  aid  others,  who  may 
a(k  after  me,  efpecially  to  all  relatives. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 

JOHN  COLMAN.. 


THOUGH  the  death  of  King  Charles  I.  be  not  properly  a  part 
of  the  American  hiftory  ;  yet  as  fome  perfons  who  were  concerned  in 
that  event  took  refuge  in  this  country,  and  by  the  humanity  of  our 
forefathers  were  fhehered  from  the  impolitic  and  malicious  profecu- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  it  becomes  the  duty  of  American  Hiflorians  to 
colle6l  and  preferve  every  circumftance  which  may  elucidate  their 
.charafters. 

One  of  our  ableft  advocates  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  [D?-. 
Mayhezv']  in  a  difcourfe  profefTedly  written  againfl  "  the  faintfhip  and 
martyrdom  of  King  Charles"  has  faid  that  "  it  was  not  properly 
fpeaking  the  parliament,  but  the  army  which  put  him  to  death  ;  and  it 
ought  to  be  freely  acknowledged,  that  mofl  of  their  proceedings  to 
get  this  matter  effefted,  and  particularly  ike  Court  by  which  the  King 
was  at  lafl  tried  and  condemned,  was  little  better  than  a  mere  mockery 
\oJ  jujiice." 

"  The  Regicides  who  fled  to  New  England  were  Wkalley,  Gaffe  and 
Dixwell.  Of  thefe,  the  lafl  lies  buried,  in  New-Haven  under  a  flone 
infcribed  J.  D.  Efq.  and  fome  of  his  pofterity  are  now  living  in  Bof- 
ton.  A  propofal  has  lately  been  made*  to  ereft  a  monument  on  th<t 
ground  in  New-Haven,  to  the  memory  of  thefe  men.  Before  any  dr-i 
termination  is  m^de  in  a  matter  of  this  kind,  it  is  proper  that  the  fub- 
jeft  fhould  be  confidered  in  every  point  of  view  ;  and  that  all  which 
can  throw  any  light  on  their  characters  and  conduft  fliould  be  produ- 
ced. For  this  reafon  the  following  paper  lately  handed  in  to  the  Hiflor- 
ical  Society,  bearing  every  mark  of  authenticity  is  given  to  the  public. 

^  See  the  American  Mu[euj7i,  for  November,  1792, 
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ji  True  and  Humble  Reprefentation  0/"  John  Downes,  Efq.  touching 
the  death  of  the  late  King,  fo  Jar  as  he  may  be  concerned  therein. 

FINDING  myfelf  involved  by  feveral  votes  and  orders  of  this  pre- 
fent  Parliament,  and  alfo  in  the  execution  oi  the  fame,  with  thofe 
•who  plotted  and  defigned  the  late  King's  death,  and  with  others  who 
were  his  judges  ;  I  think  myfelf  bound,  in  duty  and  thankfulnefs  unto 
God,  and  by  all  obligations  to  myfelf,  family,  pofterity^and  relations, 
to  fet  forth  a  true  narrative  of  all  things  concerning  myfelt,  and  all 
my  aftings  in  that  fad  bufinefs  ;  and  I  fhall  not  make  lies  a  reluge, 
becaufe  I  have  hope  in  the  God  of  truth. 

During  that  long  time  ot  fourteen  years,  I  ferved  in  the  laft  Par* 
liament,  I  was  never  ol  any  junfto  or  cabal,  indeed  I  did  ever  profeff- 
edly  decline  it ;  I  never  knew  of  any  bufinefs,  (except  perhaps  by  hear- 
fay)  relating  to  thofe  fad  diftraftions,  between  the  King  and  Parliament, 
until  they  came  to  be  opened  in  the  Houle  ;  I  never  knew  of  the  in- 
tention of  bringing  the  King  to  Weftmilter,  till  he  was  brought ;  much 
leis  did  I  know,  that  the  end  ol  his  bringing  was  to  take  away  his  lite  ; 
I  never  knew  of  that  intention,  except  what  my  own  fears  might  fug- 
geft  unto  me,  until  the  Bill  was  brought  into  the  Houfeto  ere£t  a  High 
Court  of  Juftice  (as  it  was  called)  lor  his  trial  ;  and  theretore  I  was 
much  perplexed  and  aftonilhed  when  it  was  read.  When  the  Bill  was 
committed,  I  was  not  of  the  Committee,  though  it  was  numerous,  nor 
was  I  ever  at  that  Committee,  though  it  fat  very  publicly  in  the  Speak- 
er's lodgings  :  When  the  Committee  had  order  to  bring  in  names  for 
Judges,  my  name  was  not  put  in  till  after  the  amendments  were  report- 
ed, and  upon  a  fecond  commitment  ;  and  then  upon  an  unhappy  oc- 
cafion,  pafling  through  the  Speaker's  chambers,  when  the  Committee 
was  not  fitting,  I  faw  two  or  three  Members,  whofe  names  I  well  re- 
member, where  in  confultation  at  the  table,  and  as  I  pafTed  bv  ihem, 
one  of  them  faid,  this  gentleman's  name  is  not  inferted,  and  called  to 
^  rtie,  and  faid.  Sir,  you  muft  make  one  in  this  great  bufinefs  ;  I  flatly 
gave  my  denial,  and  faid,  I  could  not  ferve  them  in  it  ;  it  was  repli- 
ed, that  with  my  good  favour,  I  mud  take  my  iliare  :  Atter  the  Bill 
was  paffed.  and  the  Judges  fummoned  to  meet  in  the  Painted  Chamber, 
by  exprefs  order  of  the  Houfe,  all  were  enjoined  to  attend  :  And 
thus,  through  weaknefs  and  fear,  1  was  enfnared. 

I  fhall  torbear  to  mention  many  paffages  betwixt  myfelf  and  other 
members,  at  feveral  times  when  I  met  with  them,  becaufe  I  fear  to  be 
over  tedious,  though  they  would  much  mike  for  my  clearing  ;  and 
therefore  I  do  now  humbly  come  to  relate  my  own  demeanour  tbe  la{^ 
day  the  King  appeared  at  the  Court. 

When  the  Court  was  fet,  and  the  King  brought,  the  Prefident  told 
him,  that  he  had  been  charged  with  treafon,  perjury,  murther,  and  oth- 
cr  high  crimes,  committed  againft  the  people  of  this  nation,  and  that  he 
hadrefufedtogive  an  anfwer  to  the  charge, demurringto  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  Court ;  that  he  had  been  told,  the  Court  was  fatisfied  of  their 
own  jurifdiaion,  and  that  he  was  not  to  be  the  Judge  of  it ;  and  that 
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he  had  had  feveral  days  given  him  for  confideration  ;  and  that  this  was 
the  laft  day  the  Court  would  demand  of  him,  whether  he  would  anfwer 
to  the  charge  or  not  ;  if  not,  the  Court  would  take  the  whole  charge. 
Pro  Confejfo^  and  would  proceed  to  judgment ;  or  words  to  this  efFeft. 
The  King,  with  fuch  undaunted  compofednefs  and  wifalom,  as  I  never 
beheld  in  man,  made  anfwer  to  this  effeft  :  That  he  could  not  acknowl- 
edge the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Court,  he  acknowledged  they  had  power 
enough  indeed,  but  where  is  your  authority  ?  Yet,  faid  he,  becaufe  I 
fee  you  are  ready  to  give  a  fentence,  and  that  fuch  a  fentence  may  foon- 
er  be  repented  of,  than  revoked  ;  and  that  the  peace  of  the  nation  may 
fo  much  depend  upon  it,  I  think  fit  to  let  you  know,  that  1  defire  to 
fpeak  with  my  Parliament,  for  I  have  fomething  to  offer  unto  them 
which  will  be  fatistaftory  to  you  all,  and  will  be  for  the  prefent  fettle- 
ment  of  the  nation.  The  Prefident  regarded  not  thefe  gracious  ex- 
prefTions,  but  told  him,  he  could  take  no  notice  of  any  thing,  he  faid, 
fave  only  to  demand  once  again,  whether  he  would  anfwer  to  his 
charge  or  not. 

Then  the  King,  not  in  paffion,  but  with  the  greateft  earneflnefs  of 
affeftion,  defired  the  Court,  that  they  would  once  more  confider  of  it; 
for  faid  he,  you  may  live  to  repent  of  fuch  a  fentence  ;  and  therefore 
defired  they  would  withdraw  but  for  half  an  hour  ;  or,  faid  he,  if  that 
be  too  much  trouble  for  you,  I  will  withdraw,  and  paflionately  moved 
his  body. 

The  Prefident  was  not  affefled  with  all  this,  but  commanded  the 
clerk  to  read  the  fentence  ;  God  knows  I  lie  not,  my  heart  was  ready- 
to  burfl  within  me  ;  and  as  it  tell  out,  fitting  on  the  feat  next  to  Crom- 
wel,  he  perceived  fome  difcompofure  in  me,  and  turned  to  me  and  faid, 
what  ails  thee,  art  thou  mad,  canft  thou  not  fit  flill,  and  be  quiet  ?  I 
anfwered,  quiet  ?  No,  Sir,  I  cannot  be  quiet;  and  then  I  prefently 
flood  up,  and  with  an  audible  voice,  faid.  My  Lord  Prefident,  1  am 
not  fatisfied  to  give  my  confent  to  this  fentence,  but  have  reafons  to 
offer  to  you  againft  it ;  and  therefore  I  defire  the  Court  may  adjourn 
to  hear  me.  Then  the  Prefident  flood  up  and  faid,  nay,  if  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Court  be  unfatisfied,  then  the  Court  mull  adjourn,  and  ac- 
cordingly did  adjourn  into  the  inner  Court  of  Wards. 

When  the  Court  was  fet  there,  all  but  members,  and  fome  officers 
being  turned  out,  I  was  called  by  Cromwel  to  give  an  account,  why  I 
had  put  this  trouble  and  dillurbance  upon  the  Court  ?  I  anfwered,  and 
fo  near  as  pofljbly  1  can,  after  fo  great  an  elapfe  of  time,  I  will  fet 
down  my  very  fyllabical  exprefiions  :  My  Lord  Prefident,  I  fliould 
have  been  very  glad,  that  bis  Majefty  would  have  condefcended  to 
thele  expreffions  long  before  this  time  ;  I  fay,  I  fhould  have  been  glad 
of  it,  both  tor  his  own  fake  and  for  ours  ;  but,  Sir,  to  me  they  are 
not  too  late,  but  welcome  now,  for,  Sir,  God  knows  I  defire  not  the 
King's  death,  but  his  lile  ;  all  that  I  thirfl  after,  is  the  fettlement  of 
the  nation  in  peace  ;  His  Majefly  now  doth  offer  it,  and  in  order  to 
i?  defues  to  fpeak  with  his  Parliament ;    fliould  you  give  fentence  of 
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death  upon  him,  before  you  have  acquainted  the  Parliament  with  his 
offers,  in  my  humble  opinion,  your  cafe  will  be  much  altered,  and  you 
will  do  the  greateft  aftion  upon  the  greatefl  difadvantage  imaginable, 
and  1  know  not  how  ever  you  will  be  able  to  anfwer  it. 

Cromwel  in  fome  fcornt'ul  wrath  flood  up  and  anfwered  me,  fo  near 
as  I  can  remember  in  thefe  words,  My  Lord  Prefident,  you  fee  what 
weighty  reafons  this  gentleman  hath  produced,  that  Ihould  move  him 
to  put  this  trouble  upon  you  ;  furely  this  gentleman  doth  not  know, 
he  hath  to  deal  with  the  hardeft  hearted  man  upon  the  earth,  however, 
Sir,  it  is  not  the  fingle  opinion  of  one  peevifh  tenacious  man,  that 
muft  fway  the  Court,  or  deter  them  from  their  duty  in  fo  great  a  bufi- 
nefs;  and  1  wifh  his  confcience  doth  not  tell  him,  what  ever  he  pre- 
tends of  diffatisfaftion,  that  he  only  would  fave  his  old  mafler  ;  there- 
fore. Sir,  I  pray  you  lofe  no  more  time,  but  return  to  the  Court  and 
do  your  duty. 

Not  one  foul  would  fecond  me  nor  fpeak  one  word,  yet  I  knew  di- 
vers by  name;  Sir  John  Bourcher,  Mr,  Dixwel,  Mr.  Love,  Mr. 
Waite,  and  fome  others  were  much  unfatisftd,  yet  durjl  not  [peak  ; 
but  on  the  contrary  divers  members  took  their  turns  with  me  in  pri- 
vate difcourfe  ;  Cromwel  himfelf  whifpered  me  in  the  ear,  and  faid, 
by  this  and  Mr.  Fries  bufinefs  he  was  fatisfied,  1  aimed  at  nothing  but 
making  a  mutiny  in  the  army,  and  cutting  of  throats  ;  another  told  me 
the  generations  to  come  would  have  caufe  to  curie  my  aftings ;  and 
another,  which  funk  deepeftof  all,  told  me,  that  it  I  were  in  my  wits  I 
Would  never  have  done  this,  feeing  I  was  before,  as  indeed  I  was  acr 
quainted,  that  the  King  to  fave  his  lite,  would  make  thefe  offers,  but 
it  would  he  as  much  as  my  life  were  worth  to  make  any  dijlurbance-, 
and  befides,  faid  he,  it  is  not  in  the  power  ot  man,  nor  of  this 
Parliament  to  fave  his  life,  for  the  whole  army  are  refolved,  that  if 
there  be  but  any  check  or  demur  in  giving  judgment,  they  will  i?nmediate- 
ly  fall  upon  him  and  hew  him  to  pieces,  and  the  Houfe  itfelf  will  not  be 
out  of  danger. 

To  thofe  whofe  height  would  permit  me  to  fpeak  and  make  replies, 
I  told  them,  to  me  it  was  evident,  the  Parliament  expefted  fome  fuch 
offers  from  the  King,  why  elfe  did  they  make  that  order,  that  upon 
any  emergency  which  could  not  be  thought  ot,  that  the  Court  fhould 
immediately  acquaint  the  Houfe  therewith  :  And  there  was  fuch  an 
order  entered  and  to  be  hzn  in  the  books,  if  he,*  who  in  appearance 
ordered  all  matters,  hath  not  torn  that  order  out,  as  I  have  heard  he 
hath  done  all  the  refl  of  the  proceedings  ;  and  interred,  what  greater 
emergencies  could  be,  than  that  the  King  demurred  to  thejurifdiftion 
of  [he  Court,  and  yet  detired  to  fpeak  with  the  Parliament,  and  offer- 
ed to  do  that  which  would  be  fatisfaflion  to  all,  efpecially  feeing,  as 
was  pretended  that  his  denying  to  do  fuch  things,  was  the  ground 
which  forced  fuch  a. proceeding  with  him.     And  fo  without  any  more 

*  Croniwel. 
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debate  they  returned  to  the  Court,  and  I  left  them,  and  went  into  the 
Speaker's  chamber,  and  there  with  tears  eafed  my  heart.  The  efFeQ: 
and  fu^ftance  of  this  narration  is  true,  and  fo  near  as  I  can  remember 
the  very  words  and  circumftances,  and  it  was  fo  notorious  and  public, 
that  I  hope  God  will  flir  up  fome  worthy  perfons,  though  1  have  beea 
careiefs  not  doing  the  fame  in  defign  to  atteft  the  truth  ot  the  chief 
parts  hereof  ;  but  for  any  thing  elfe  relating  to  that  bufinefs,  I  utterly 
deny  and  proteft  againft  it,  nor  did  I  ever  give  them  one  meeting  more, 
but  wholly  from  that  time  deferted  them,  though  1  was  often  fummon- 
ed  to  meet  them  in  the  Painted  Chamber ;  and  1  hope  perfons  of  fo 
great  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  will  fuffer  compaffions  to  rife  withia 
them,  and  will  look  back  unto  thofe  times  wherein  it  was  criminal  for 
a  man  but  to  whifper  a  word  of  refpe61:  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  my  very 
fubfiftence  was  by  an  office  upon  which  I  had  laid  out  almoft  my 
whole  eflate  ;  and  as  this  relation  fhews  I  am  but  a  weak  imprudent 
man,  yet  I  did  what  I  could,  I  did  my  beft,  I  could  do  no  more  ;  I 
was  Tingle,  I  was  alone,  only  I  ought  not  to  have  been  there  at  all ;  I 
acknowledge  myfelf  to  have  highly  offended  and  need  pardon,  and  do 
humbly  and  profeffedly  lay  hold  on  his  facred  Majefly's  gracious  par- 
don;  and  humbly  implore  the  high  and  honourable  Parliaments  par- 
don alfo.  I  did  not  only  forbear,  but  abhorred  to  buy  one  penny- 
worth of  the  King's  goods,  or  one  foot  of  his  lands,  though  it  is  knowa 
I  had  as  much  or  more  opportunity  than  any  other  man,  and  perhaps 
more  temptations  to  have  allured  me  than  moft  other  men  had  ;  I 
have  neither  taken  advantage  nor  grown  rich,  nor  have  had  remunera- 
tion or  allowances  for  any  Parliamentary  fervices  or  employments,  as 
many  others  had,  though  it  is  well  known  what  burthens  have  beea 
laid  upon  me  :  The  truth  of  this  will  be  found,  when  books  and  trea- 
furies  fliall  be  fearched  into;  I  may  truly  fay,  I  have  wore  out  myfelf, 
lofl  myoffice,  robbed  my  relations,  and  now  am  ruined  ;  and  my  eflate 
when  fearched  into,  will  not  be  found  as  perhaps  may  be  fuppofed;  I 
have  a  poor  wife  big  with  child,  and  eight  children.rbefides,  and  mofl 
of  them  very  fmall,  who  already  are  forced  to  live  upon  charity,  alt 
my  eflate  being  feized  on  ;  I  was  the  only  member  in  the  Houfe  that 
was  prevailed  with,  to  deliver  Mr.  Loves  wife's  petition  for  faving  of 
his  life,  and  fo  managed  it,  that  the  Houfe  divided  upon  the  queflion, 
and  loll  it  but  by  three  voices,  and  I  did  not  a  little  contribute  to  the 
faving  of  the  lives  of  Mr.  Jackfon,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  Minifters,  who 
were  in  Mr.  Love's  condition  ;  I  have  not  been  cruel  to  any,  and  I  hope 
God  will  incline  the  hearts  of  his  facred  Majefty,  and  the  High  Court 
of  Parliament,  to  be  merciful  to  me  and  mine. 


40  Letter  from  King  Philip  to  Govemour  Prince, 

A  Letter  from  King  Philip  <<?  Govemour  Prince. 

Copied  from  the  original,  which  belongs  to  Mr.  White  of  Plymouth  ;  the 

words  are  [pelt  as  in  the  original  letter. 

KING  Philip  defire  to  let  you  underftand  that  he  could  not  come 
to  the  Court,  for  Tom,  his  interpeter  has  a  pain  in  his  back,  that 
he  could  not  travil  fo  far,  and  Philip  fifter  is  very  iik. 

Philip  would  intreat  that  favor  ot  you,  and  aney  ot  the  majeftrats,  if ; 
aney  Englifti  or  Engians  fpeak  about  aney  land,  he  preay  you  to  give 
them  no  anfewer  at  all.  This  laft  fumer  he  maid  that  promts  v^ith  you», 
that  he  would  not  fell  no  land  in  7  years  time,  for  that  he  would  have 
no  Englifli  trouble  him  before  that  time,  he  has  not  forgot  that  you 
promis  him. 

He  will  come  a  fune  as  pofible  he  can  to  fpeak  with  you,  and  fo  I 
reft,  your  verey  loveing  friend,  Philip  dwelling  at  mount  hope  nek. 

To  the  much  honered 

Governer,  Mr.  Thomas  Prince, 
dewlling  at  Plimoth. 

^kere  is  no  date  t$  the  letter ^  it  was  probably  written  about  1660  or  70.3 
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An  HIS^TORICAL    JOURNAL 


OF     THE 


AMERICAN     WAR, 


The  follotuing  Journal  contains  a  brief  detail  of  tlit  principal  events 
which  occajioned  the  Revolution  in  America,  and  which  took  place 
during  the  War,  which  ended  in  its  Independence.  ThefaBs  were 
colleEledby  a  gentleman  of  information  and  judgment,  and  it  is  hoped- 
that  our  readers  will  derive  pleafare  and  impr  ovemiktfr  omits  perufaL 

INTRODUCTION. 

AFTER  the  peace  of  1763  had  taken  place,  between  England  and 
France,  the  councils  of  Mr.  Pitt  (afterwards  Earl  of  Chatham) 
being  rejefted  ;  Lord  Bute  and  his  coadjutor  were  introduced  into  the 
Britifh  Adminiftration,  under  the  aufpices  of  King  George  the  third* 
A  new  fyftem  of  Colonial  Government,  was  contemplated,  and  a  plan 
for  raifing  a  revenue  in  America,  was  brought  forward,  by  George 
Grenville,  (commonly  called  Lord  George  Grenville)  then  at  the 
head  of  the  Britifh  Finances.  It  was  reported  to  Parliament,  and  had 
their  approbation,  and  an  A61  was  paffed  tor  this  purpofe,  in  176^', 
called  the  "  Stamp  A61,"  by  which  no  inftruments  were  valid  in  Jaw^ 
tmlefs  written  on  ftamped  papers,  on  which  a  duty  was  laid.  It  re- 
cieved  the  royal  affent,  and  was  fent  over  to  the  Colonies  to  be  put  in 
execution  by  ftamp  officers  appointed  in  each  Colony. 

The  Colonifts  difallowedthe  right  of  Parliamentto  impofe  taxes  up- 
on them  without  their  confent,  and  while  they  continued  unreprefeni- 

V  fed  in  Parliament ;  taxation  and  reprefentation  in  their  view  being  inf'ep- 
arably  connetled  in  the  Britifli  Conllitution. 

To  enforce  the  operation  of  their  unconllitutional  A6ls,  Parliament, 
ordered  a  naval  and  military  force  to  rendezvous  at  Bojlon,  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay.  General  Gage,  who  had  fucceeded  to  the  government 
ot  it,  detached  fome  of  the  troops  into  the  country  to  feize  provincial 
ftores.  This  detachment  commenced  hoftilities  at  Lexington,  in  that 
Province,  which  afterwards  fpread  through  the  United  Colonies;  and 
iffued  in  the  difmemberment  of  thirteen  ot  them  from  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain, 
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N.  B.  A  PARTICULAR  narration  of  the  public  tranfaftions  at| 
the  rife  of  the  troubles  in  America,  and  the  commencement  of  hoftilitiea- 
in  the  (then  province  now)  Commonwealth  of  Majfachufetts,  is  contain- 
ed in  a  manufcript  entitled  "  Memoirs  of  the  revolution  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  Bay,"  in  a  feries  of  letters  which,  on  fuitable  encouragement,  will 
probably  bepubliihed  in  a  feparate  volume.  The  occurrences,  there- 
fore, in  the  Majfachufetts  are  only  noted  at  their  refpe6live  dates  in 
the  following  Journal.  And  a  detail  is  here  given  of  the  principaE 
events  in  the  other  States  of  the  Union, 
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An     historical    JOURNAL 

OF     THE 

AMERICAN    WAR. 


THEJirJi  public  oppofuion  to  36^0!  Parliament  in  Bof- 
ton  was  on  this  day. 

In  the  morning  fome  pageantry  was  difcovered  to  be  fuf-  Aug. 
pended  on  liberty  tree  (fo  called)  at  the  fouth  part  of  the  ^ 
town.  A  promifcuous  multitude  aflembled  at  the  clofe  of 
the  day,  cut  down  the  pageantry,  and  carried  it  through  the 
ftreets  of  the  town  ;  demolifhed  a  fmall  edifice,  and  damaged 
the  gardens  of  Andrew  Oliver,  E(q.  (then  Secretary  of  the 
Province)  who  had  accepted  the  office  of  a  Stamp  Mafler. 
The   effigies  were  then  confumed  in  a  bonfire  on  Fort  Hill. 

This  day   Parliament  repeal  the  Stamp  Atl  and  pafs  the 
Declaratory  Act  in  which  they  afTert  "  T/iey  have  a  right  to 
bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cafes  whatfoever."     The  defpotifm  March 
difcovered   in  this  a6l  alarmed  all  the  Colonies,  who  after- 
wards united  for  their  common  defence. 

Parliament  pafTed  an  aft  impofing  aduty  to  be  paid  by  the  1767. 
Colonifls,  on  paper,  glafs,  painters'  colours  and  leas  imported  v_J,^^_^ 
into  the  Colonies. 

William  Burch  and  Henry  Hulton,  Efqrs.  two  of  the  five  Novan, 
Commiflioners  of  the  Cufloms,  arrived  at  Boflon.    They  are 
appointed  to  refide  in  the  capital  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  to  re- 
ceive and  diflribute  the  Revenue. 

The  Maffachufetts  Circular  Letter  to  the  fifler  Colonies,       1768. 
flating  their  grievances,  and  requefting  them  to  harmonize     v — ^^^.^ 
with  them  in  decent  and  probable  meafures  to  obtain  redrefs,  Feb,  11. 
which  gave  umbrage  to  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  bears  this 
date. 

ThQ Jirjl  feizure  made  by  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuf-  June  10. 
toms   was  in  Bofton  ;  being  a  wine  veffel  belonging  to  John 
Hancock,   Efq.    then   an   eminent  merchant  in  the  town. 
The  circumitances  that  attended  this  feizure  occafionedmuch 
commotion  and  diforder  for  a  Oiort  time. 

Governour  Bernajd  diiTolved  the  MafTachufetts  General  Aug-uR  4. 
Court,  being  the  punifhment  Lord  Hilljhorough  inflrufted 
him  to  inflitt,  if  they  would  not  refcind  the  Circular  Letter. 

The  Boflon  merchants  agree  not  to  import  any  more  Brit-  Aua-ull 
ifh  goods  till  the  Revenue  A61  is  repealed.  -"^  -^  ' 
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1768.  This  day  met  at  Bofton,  a  convention  of  delegates   irom 
^ — %r— '    ^he  various  towns  in  the  Matfachufetts  Bay,  to  deliberate  on 

Sept.  22.  conftitutional  raeafures  to  obtain  relief  from  their  grievan- 
ces. 

Srpt.  280  Arrived  at  Bofton,  from  Halifax,  the  14th  and  29th,  and 
part  of  the  59th  Britifh  regiments,  efcorted  by  feven  armed 
veffels,  defigned,  at  leafl,  to  awe  the  provincials  into  a  com- 
pliance with  afts  of  Parliament,  however  unconftitutional 
they  might  be.  Thefe  troops  were  quartered  in  the  town 
of  Bofton,  contrary  to  the  remonftrances  of  the  council,  and 
the  wiflies  of  ihe  citizens. 

Nov.  10.  Arrived  at  Bofton,  from  Ireland,  part  of  the  64th  and  65th 
regiments,  under  the  Colonels  Mackey  and  Pomeroy. 

1769.  The  Ploufe  of  Lords,  having  in   their  refolves   cenfured 
^— -V — '     the  proceedings  of  Bofton,  the  Town  forwarded  a  petition  to 

May.  the  I'Cing  in  their  vindication. 

Mairachufetts  New  Affembly  met  in  Bofton,  by  precepts 
from  Gov.  Bernard,  ten  months  after  he  had  diffolved  the 
Old  AfTenibly  ;  it  being  the  annual  eleftion  day  agreeably 
to  their  charter. 

Augriji  i«  Sir  Francis  Bernard  is  recalled,  and  leaves  his  govern- 
ment of  Malfdchufetts  Bay,  to  the  adminiftration  of  Lieu- 
tenant Governour  Hutchinfon. 

,     i^T^o.  The  time  limited  by  the  Bofton  merchants,  for  non-impor- 

^— V— ^     tation,  having  expired  ;   they  renew  and  extend  their  non- 
importation agreement,  till  the  Revenue  Afts  are  repealed. 

March  q.  On  the  evening  of  this  memorahle  day,  the  maffacre  in 
Bofton  was  perpetrated  in  King-ftreet  by  a  party  of  the  29th 
regiment,  then  undef  the  orders'of  Captain  Thomas  Prefton^" 
iive  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  outright  and  mortally 
wounded — three  or  four  more  were  wounded.  This  caufed 
the  citizens  decently,  though  firmly  and  refolutely  to  infifl: 
on  the  troops  being  removed  from  town,  to  the  Caftle,  and 
they  accompliihed  it. 

April.  The  ufe  of  India  teas  entirely  laid  afide  in  Bofton.     Par- 

liament had  taken  off  the  duties  on  paper,  glafs  and  painters' 
colours,  but  retained  the  duty  on  tea,  to  fupport  tlie  claim 
of  fupremacy. 

May.  This  m,omh  died  in  England,  Dennis  de  Berdt,  Efq.  Maf- 

fachufetts  Provincial  Agent.  He  was  fucceeded  in  that  office, 
by  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 

Agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  town   of  Bofton,  Capt.  Scott 
failed  from   thence  this  month  lor  London,  with  the  cargoe 
of  goods  he  had  brought  from  thence,  contrary  to  the   non-  ' 
importation    agreement;    to  give  evidence  on  the  other  fide 
the  water,  of  the  fincerity  of  faid  agreement. 

May  30,  This  day  the  eleftion  of  Counfellors  for  the  Province  of 
Maffachufetts  Bay,  zcas  hdd  at  Cambridge  cQnformably  to 
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Governour  Hutcliinfon's  orders,  but  contrary  to  their  Char-      ^JT^- 
ter,  and  the  fenfe  ot  the  whole  Province.     The  patriotic  par-    V-«yp»> 
ty   celebrated  the  day  in  Bofton.     An  ox  was  roafted  on  the 
common,  and  given  to  the  populace. 

Lieutenant  Governour  Hutchinfon,  by  virtue  oi  inftruc-  Sept.  lo. 
tions,  delivered  Caflle  William,  in  Bofton  harbour,  to  Colo- 
nel Dalrymple,  to  be  garrifoned  by  Britifh  troops. 

The  Earl   of  Dunmore  arrived  at  New- York,  being  ap-  0^.  15. 
pointed  Governour  of  that  Colony.     The   Scotilh  intereft 
at  this  time,  was  great  in  England. 

The  trial  of  Captain  Thomas  Prefton,  for  the  mafTacre,  OB,  23. 
on  the  5th  o(  March  laft,  came  on,  at  the  Superior  Court  of 
Judicature,  held  in  Bofton.     He  is  brought  in,   not  guilty, 
and  difcharged. 

The  eight  foldiers,  who  were  indi£led  alfo,  for  the  mafia-  Nov.  27. 
ere,  had  their  trial  begun  this  day.     It   lafted   feven  days, 
when,  tzoo  only,  were  found  guilty  of  man-flaughter  :  Thefe 
were  flightly  branded,  and  alt  of  them  liberated.     Thefe  tri- 
als were  the  fubjeft  ot  much  animadverfion. 

Lieutenant  Goverjiour  Hutchinfon  xeceivQS  a  Commiffion       i?/!* 
to  be  Governour  and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Province    ^^ — v"^ 
of  Maffachufctts-Bay.     tie   refufes  the  Provincial   falary.  May  ji. 
and  receives  it  out  of  the  American  Revenue  Cheft,  being 
made  independent  of  the  people,  and  is  paid  by  the  Crown. 
Efteemed  by  the  people,  a  dangerous  innovation. 

Admiral    Montague   fucceeds   Commodore   Gambier  as  Augujl. 
Commander  in  chief  of  the  Naval  Armament,  at  Bofton. 

The  King's  armed  fchooner  Gafpee,  having  been  trouble- 
fome  to  the  trade  ot  Rhode-Iiland,  they  burnt  her. 

Colonel  Dalrymple  with  the  14th  regiment,  quitted  their  "July  22. 
barracks  at   Caftle  William  ;   being  ordered   to  Barbadoes, 
from  thence  to  proceed  on  an    expedition  agairfft  the  poor 
Caraibs  at  St.  Vincents. 

The  Maffachufetts  General  Court  petition  the   King   to       1773- 
remove  Governour  Hutchinfon,  and  Lieutenant  Governour     '^ — v"-^ 
Andrew  Oliver,  from  their  refpeftive  offices  in  the  Prov-  June  23.  , 
ince. 

A  Committee  of  Correfpondence  was  chofen  in  Bofton.  Nov.  22. 
This  is  the  foundation  of  the  Union  of  the  American  States. 

On  the  evening  of  this  day,  three  cargoes  of  teas  the  prop-  Dec.  16. 
erty  of  the  Eaft-Ind^a  Company   in   London,   were  thrown 
into  the  docks  in  Bofton,  and  deffruyed  by  a  number  of  per- 
fons  difguifed  like  the  Indian  natives.     Neither  the  Govern- 
our nor  Commiffioncrs,  woulJ^grant  liberty  to  fend  it  back. 

The  Cruifer  floop  of  war,  Capt.  Howe,  arrived  at  Bofton  December 
this  month,  bringing  a  commifTion  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  appointing  Jofeph  Wanton  of  Rhode-Ifland,  Dan- 
iel Horfemandcn   Chief  Juftice  of  New- York,    Frederick 
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I'jy/^,  Smith  Chief  Juftice  of  New-Jerfey,  Peter  Oliver  Chief  Juf- 
V— s<*-^  tice  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  and  Robert  Auchmuty  Judge  of 
Admiralty,  to  make  inquiry  into  the  affair  of  burning  the 
Gafpee  at  Rhode-lfland.  Admiral  Montague  was  direfted 
to  hoift  his  flag  at  Newport,  during  the  fitting  of  the  court 
of  inquiry.  This  indicated  a  rigorous  procedure.  The 
Commiffioners  accordingly  met  at  Newport,  made  inquiry, 
and  adjourned.  They  met  again,  and  diffolved  their  meet- 
ing.    It  produced  nothing  but  expenfe. 

January.  The  petition  from  Maffachufetts  General  Court,  to  re- 
move Governour  Hutchinfon  from  the  Government  was  dif- 
miffed  by  King  and  Council,  but  he  was  notwithftanding  fu- 
perfeded  foon  after. 

May  14.  Major  General  Thomas  Gage  arrived  this  day  at  Boflon, 
with  a  commiflion  to  be  Governour  of  faid  Province,  in  room 
of  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  and  commander  in  chief  of  his 
Majefiy's  forces  in  North  America. 

Governour  Hutchinfon  took  his  departure  for  England. 
An  aft  of  Parliament,  called  the  "  Bojlon  Port  Bill"  to 
fhut  up  the  Port,  as  a  punifhment  for  dellroying  the  teas  in 
December  laft,  was  under  confideration  of  the  town  at  the 
time  of  General  Gage's  arrival ;  and  many  fpirited  refolves 
were  palfed  at  the  town  n.ieetings. 

June.  The  new  Governour  was  inftru£led  to  hold  the  General 

Court  at  Salem.  They  accordingly  met  there  this  month. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  feffion,  they  chofe  five  delegates  to  meet 
fuch  as  fhould  be  chofen  by  the  other  Colonies,  to  convene 
at  Philadelphia,  and  take  into  confideration  the  alarming 
ftate  of  all  the  Colonies,  &c.  This  was  the  bafis  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congrefs. 

General  Gage  receives  an  aft  of  Parliament  which  alters 
the  conflitmion  of  Maffachufetts  Bay,  as  it  Hood  under  the 
charter  of  William  and  Mary. 

Augvjl  8.        Thomas  Oliver  appointed'to  fucceed  Andrew  Oliver,  Efq. 
deceafed,  as  Lieutenant  Governorot  Maffachufetts  Bay ;  his 
^  commiflion  was  read  this  day. 

Sept.  ^.  lihtfirji  Continental  Congrefs  convened  at  Philadelphia, 

confilling  of  delegates  from  the  twelve  United  Colonies,  viz. 
New-Hampfliire,  Maffachufetts,  Rhode-lfland,  Conneaicut, 
New-York,  New-  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  Delaware,  Marvland, 
Virginia,  North-Carolina,  and  South-Carolina.* 

They  palled  lundry  rei'blves  declaring  their  rights.  They 
agreed  on  a  joint  petition  to  King  George  III.  for  redrefsof 
their  grievances,  'i'hey  wrote  letters  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  "  on  the  fubje6l  of  the  controverfy  between  them  ; 
to  ilw  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies,"  and  to  the  inhabitants  ot 

*  Georgia  united  with  the  twelve  Colonies  afterwards. 
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the  Province  of  Quebec  ;  and  formed  an  afTociation  for  the       ^775' 
purpofes  oi    non-importation,   non-confumption,  and  non-     \»   y<  mi^ 
exportation,  for  continuing  the  total  di{ufe  of  India  teas,  to 
encourage  frugality,  promote  agriculture,  arts  and  manufac- 
tures, difcountenance  extravagance,  &c.  &c. 

Lord  Chatham  zealoufly  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  Colon- ^^w,  20. 
ies :  And  in  the  moft  explicit  manner  delivered  his  fenti- 
ments  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.     He  moved  for  an  addrefs  to 
his  Majeflu^,  "  To  remove  the  troops  from  Bofton,  as  necef- 
iarily  preparative  to  the  reftoration  of  peace." 

"  I  wifh  not  my  Lords  (faid  the  noble  Larl)  to  lole  a  day 
in  this  urgent  preffing  crifis.  One  hour  now  loft  in  allaying 
the  ferment  in  America  may  produce  years  of  calamity.  I 
contend  not  for  indulgence  hi\t  ju/iice  to  America.  1  fliall 
ever  contend  that  the  Americans  juftly  owe  obedience  to  the 
Legiflature  of  Great  Britain,  in  a  limited  degree.  They  owe 
us  obedience  to  our  ordinary  trade  and  navigation,  but  let  the 
line  be  fkilfully  drawn  between  the  fubje£ls  of  thefe  ordinan- 
ces, and  their  private  internal  property.t  Let  the  facred- 
nefs  of  their  property  remain  inviolate.  Let  it  be  taxable  on- 
ly by  their  ozun  confent,  given  in  their  provincial  ajjemblies, 
elfe  it  will  ceafe  to  be  property. 

"  The  viftory  can  never  be  obtained  by  exertions.  Our 
force  would  be  moft  difproportionabiy  exerted  againft  a 
brave,  generous  and  united  people,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
and  courage  in  their  hearts.  Three  millions  of  people,  the 
genuine  defcendants  oi  a  valiant  and  pioqs  anceftry,  driven 
to  thofe  deferts  by  the  narrow  maxims  of  fuperftitious  tyran- 
ny, cannot  be  conquered.  And  is  the  fpirit  of  tyrannous 
perfecuiion  never  to  be  repealed  ?  Are  the  brave  Tons  of 
thofe  brave  forefathers  to  inherit  their  fufterings,  as  they 
have  inherited  their  virtues  ?  ■ 

"  The  Bollonians  have  been  condemned  unheard  (alluding 
to  the  Bojton  Port  Bill,  as  a  punijlnnent  for  dejiroying  the 
Eajl-India  Company's  Teas.)  The  indii'criminating  hand  of 
vengeance  has  lumped  together  innocent  and  guilty,  w'lth  ail 
the  formalities  of  hoftilities ;  and  reduced  to  beggary  and 
indigence,  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants. 

"  The  glorious  fpirit  of  whigifra,  animates  three  millions  in 
America,  who  prefer  poverty  with  liberty,  to  gilded  chains 
and  fordid  affluence  ;  and  who  will  die  in  defence  of  their 
rights  as  men,  as  free  men.  Every  motive  of  juftice,  and  of 
policy,  of  dignity  and  of  prudence,  urges  you  to  allay  the 
ferment  in  America,  by  a  removal  of  your  troops  from  Bof- 
ton, by  a  repeal  of  your  Atls  of  Parliament,  and  by  demon- 
ftratious  of  an  amicable  diipofition,  towards  your  Colonies. 

^  Internal  taxes  is  the  bone  of  contention. — ^-Fr  an  k  l  i  m  v 
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1775.  On  the  other  hand,  every  clanger  and  every  hazard,  impend 
^  yi».^  to  deter  you  from  perfeverance  in  your  prel'ent  rui?ious 
tneafures.  Foreign  War  hanging  over  your  head  by  a  Tingle 
thread  ;  France  and  Spain  watching  your  condufct,  and  wait-  j 
ing  for  the  maturity  of  your  errors,  with  a  vigilant  eye  to j' 
America,and  the  temper  of  our  CploniIts,"&c.  &c.*  In  this 
manner  Ipake  this  great,  this  lioneil  Statefman,  but  his  voice 
was  not  attended  to  :  And  they  perfevered  in  what  his  Lord, 
fhip  calls,  with  great  propriety,  their  ruinous  meafures. 

March.  hordNorth's  conciliaiory  plan,   fo  called,  was  received  at 

Philadelphia  this  month.  It  propofed  "  that  the  feveral  Af- 
femblies  on  the  Continent,  (hould  tax  themlelves  in  Inch 
proportions,  and  under  fuch  limitations  as  were  therein  ex- 
prefTed,  agreeable  to  a  Refolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
of  the  20th  February.  But  before  the  Airemblies  could  meet 
to  take  it  into  confideration,  the  Britifh  troops  had  com- 
menced hoftilities  ;  the  plan  was  to  be  laid,  by  the  feveral 
Governours  then  in  being,  before  the  Affembly  of  each 
Colony,  The  firft  for  this  purpofe  that  met  was  at  Philadel- 
phia ;  but  this  was  not  till  the  month  of  May,  which  pre- 
vented any  good  efFcfts  or  plans,  the  Colonial  Affemblies 
might  have  adopted,  in  confequence  of  Lord  North's  propo- 
faJ.     For,  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Affembly,  viz.  On 

April,  19.  Hoftilities  were  commenced  by  a  detachment  of  the  Brit- 
ifh troops,  ordered  from  Bofton  by  Governour  General 
Gage,  who  having  advanced  to  Lexington,  about  12  miles, 
from  the  capital,  on  feeing  a  cotnpany  of  militia  parading 
there,  fired  on  them  zvhiie  difptrjing,  killed  eight  of  them, 
and  wounded  many  others.  They  then  proceeded  to  Con- 
cord to  deftroy  fome  provincial  military  ftores ;  but.  being 
oppofedby  the  country  militia,  they  returned  to  Bofton  with 
much  difficulty,  and  not  without  ihe  lofs  of  273  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing.  At  this  time  the  American  war 
commenced,  and  the  country  militia  inverted  the  town  of 
Bofton,  where  the  Britifh  troops  were  quartered. 

This  month  Governour  Legge  of  f-Ialifax  palfed  an  a6l  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  gun  powder,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  fait  petre  coaft  ways,  fearing  they  might  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  Colonies. 

The  Boftonians  deliver  up  their  fire  arms  by  agreement 
with  the  Governour,  as  a  condition  of  th^ir  removing  into 
the  country.     The  Governour  fails  in  fome  part  of  the  agree- 

May.  njent,  to  the  injury  of  the  Boftonians. 

Iffljl'ofton  now  became  the  King's  garrifon. 

*  See  LordChatham's  Speech  in  ihe  lloufe  of  Lords  printed, 
in  the  public  newfpapsrs. 
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A  plan  being  adopted  by  the  Continental  Congrefs  to  1775. 
fecure  the  Canadians  to  the  Continental  intereft  ;  and  ^  y  '"-^ 
thereby  defeat  a  fcheme  faid  to  be  propofed  by  the  Gover- 
nour  of  Canada,  General  Carlton,  to  employ  the  Canadians 
and  Indians  to  make  inroads  on  the  frontier  fettlements  of 
New  England.  In  purfuance  ot  the  Continental  defign, 
expeditions  into  what  is  called  the  Northern  Department, 
were  undertaken,  under  fanftion  of  Congrefs. 

Upon  a  propofal  made  to  Colonel  Ethan  Allen  of  Ben- 
nington, he  raifed  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  (thofe  are  fo  cal- 
led who  fettled  at  Fer?nont  on  the  New-HampQiire  grants.) 

He  furprifed  the  garrifon  oi  Ticonderoga  and  took  it  this  May  xo\ 
day,  with  a  quantity  of  cannon  and  ftores,  without  lofs  of  a 
Jnan. 

Crown  Point  was  taken  the  fame  day  by  Colonel  Seth 
Warner. 

The  MaiFachufetts  Provincial  Congrefs  renounce  General  ^ 

Gage  as  their  Governour,  and  difclaim  paying  obedience  to 
his  afts  or  proclamations.  His  jurifdiflion  now  is  confin- 
ed within  the  walls  of  the  capital  only. 

The  Generals  Howe,  Burgoyne  and  Clinton,  arrive   at  May  25: 
Bofton  from  England,  to  carry  on  the  war  Great  Britain 
had  began  in  the  Colonies. 

General  Gage  iffues  a  proclamation,  declaring  the  Maffa-  June  12* 
chufetts  Bay  to  be  in  a  ftateof  Rebellion. 

Bunker  Hill  battle  was  fought  this  day  againft  the  Provin-  Jur.e  ij, 
cials  by  General  Howe,  with  about  three  thoufand  troops 
from  Bofton — Charlejlown  is  burnt — General  Warren  Jlain 
on  the  fide  of  the  Provincials — ^The  Britifli  gain  the 
hill,  with  the  lofs  ot  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one*  killed 
and  wounded  ;  among  which  were  eighty-five  officers  : 
This  was  to  the  Britifli  a  dear  bought  viftory. — They  ereft  ,>%  ,' 
a  fortrefs  on  the  hill.  .-V''*, 

General  George  Wafhington  arrived  this  day  at  the  Pro-  je^ly  i 
vincial  camp  in    Cambridge;   having    been   appointed  by-'J^, 
the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  gener- 
aliffimo  of  all  the  troops  raifed,  or  to  be  raifed  for  the  defence 
oi  the  United  Colonies,  and  took  command  oi  the  country 
militia  invefting  the  town  of  Boftori. 

*  Seven  hundred  and  forty. fix,  killed  ;  eleven  hundred  and 
five,  wounded. 
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i775-  U  CONGRESS,   July  6,  1775. 

j^dfe.     ^  DECLARATION  by  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  United 

Colonies  of  North  America,  fetting  forth  the  caufes  and 
nccejjity  of  their  taking  up  arms. 

IF  it  were  poffible  for  men  who  exercife  their  reafon, 
to  beheve,  that  the  divine  Author  of  our  exiftence  in- 
tended a  part  of  the  human  race  to  hold  an  abfolute  property 
in,  and  an  unbounded  power  overothers,  marked  out  by  his 
infinite  goodnefs  and  wifdom,  as  the  objetfs  ot  a  legal  dom- 
ination, never  righteoufly  refiftibie,  however  fevere  and  op- 
preffive  :  The  inhabitants  of  thefe  Colonies  might  at  leaft  re- 
quire from  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  fome  evidence 
that  this  dreadful  authority  over  them  has  been  granted  to 
that  body.  But  a  reverence  lor  our  great  Creator's  princi- 
ples of  humanity,  and  the  difclates  of  common  fenfe,  muft 
convince  all  thole  who  refle(^t  upon  the  fubje61,  that  govern- 
iTient  was  inftituted  to  preferve  the  welfare  ot  mankind,. and 
ought  to  be  adminiflered  for  the  attainment  of  that  end. 

The  Legillatureol  Great  Britain,  however  ftimulated  by  an 
irvordinatepafTionfor  a  power  not  only  unjuififiable,  but  which 
they  know  to  be  peculiarly  reprobated  by  the  very  Conftitu- 
tion  of  that  kingdom,  and  defperate  of  fuccefs  in  any  mode 
.  ...  of  conteft,  where  regard  {hould  be  had  to  truth,  law  or  right, 
have  at  length,  deferting  thefe,  attempted  to  effeft  their  cru- 
el and  impolitic  purpofe  of  enflaving  thefe  Colonies  by  vi- 
olence, and  have  vliereby  rendered  it  necelfary  for  us  to  clofe 
with  their  laft  appeal  from  reafon  to  arms.  Yet,  however 
blinded  that  affembly  may  be,  by  their  intemperate  rage  for 
unlimited  domination,  foto  flight  juftice,  and  the  opinion  of 
mankind,  we  efteem  ourfelves  bound,  by  obligations  of  re- 
fpe£f  to  the  reft  oi  the  world,  to  make  known  thejuflice  ot 
our  caufe. 

Our  forefathers,  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  ot  Great  Britain, 
left  their  native  land,  to  feek  on  thefe  Ihores,  refidence  for 
civil  and  religious  freedom.  At  the  expenfe  of  their  blood  ; 
at  the  hazard  ot  their  fortunes  ;  without  the  leaft  charge  to 
the  country  from  whence  thev  removed  ;  bv  increafing  la- 
bour, and  an  unconquerable  fpirit,  they  eftefted  fettlementa 
in  the  diftant  and  inhofpitable  wiids  of  America,  then  filled 
with  numerous,  and  warlike  nations  of  barbarianf.  Societies 
or  governments  vefted  with  perfect  legiflatures  were  formed 
under  charters  trom  the  Crown,  and  an  harmonious  inter- 
courfe  was  eftabiiilied  between  the  Colonies,  and  the  king- 
dom Irom  which  they  derived  their  origin.  The  mutual 
benefits  ot  this  LFnion  became,  in  a  ftiort  time,  fo  extraordi- 
nary as  to  excite  aflonifiimeat. 
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It  IS  unlverfally  confeffed  that  the  amazing  increare  of  the  1775. 
wealth,  ftrength  and  navigation  of  the  reahn  arofe  from  this  \  .  '^ 
fource,  and  the  minifter  who  fo  wifely  and  fuccefsfully  di- 
r«6led  the  meafures  of  Grea  tBritain  in  the  late  war,  publicly 
declared,  that  thefe  Colonies  enabled  her  to  triumph  over 
her  enemies.  Towards  the  conclufion  ot  that  war,  it  pleafed 
our  fovereign  to  make  a  change  in  his  councils. 

From  that  fatal  moment,  the  affairs  of  the  Britifh  empire, 
began  to  fall  into  coniufion  ;  and  gradually  Aiding  from  the 
fummit  ot  glorious  profperity  to  which  they  had  been  ad- 
vanced by  the  virtues  and  abilities  ot  one  man,  are  at  length 
diflra6led  by  the  convulfions  that  now  (hake  it  to  its  deepeft, 
foundations.  The  new  miniftry,  finding  the  brave  foes  of 
Britain,  though  frequently  defeated,  yet  ftill  contending, 
took  up  the  unfortunate  idea  of  granting  them  a  hafty  peace, 
and  of  then   fubduing  her  faithful  friends. 

Thefe  devoted  Colonies  were  judged  to  be  in  fuch  a  flatc 
as  to  prefentvicfories  without  bloodfiied,  and  all  the  eafy 
emoluments  ot  flatutable  plunder.  The  uninterrupted  ten- 
or of  their  peaceable  and  refpetlful  behaviour  from  the  be- 
ginning ot  Colonization,  their  dutiful,  zealous  and  ufeful  fer-. 
vices  during  the  war,  though  fo  recently  and  amply  acknowl- 
edged by  his  Majefty,  by  the  late  King  and  by  Parliament, 
could  not  fave  them  trom  the  meditated  innovations. 

Parliament  was  influenced  to  adopt  the  pernicious  pro- 
jeft,  and  affuming  anew  power  over  them,  have  in  the  courfe 
ot  eleven  years,  given  fuch  decifive  fpecimens  of  the  fpirit 
and  confequences  attending  this  power,  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
concerning  the  effefts  of  acquiefcence  under  it.  They  have 
undertaken  to  give  and  grant  our  money  without  our  con- 
fent,  though  we  have  everexercifed  an  exclufive  rightttodif- 
pofe  ot  our  own  property  ;  flatutes  have  been  paiTed  for  ex- 
tending the  jurifdiftion  of  courts  of  Admiralty  and  Vice 
Admiralty  beyond  t,heir  ancient  limits ;  for  depriving  us  of 
the  accuftomed  and  ineftimable  privilege  of  trial  by  jury  in 
cafes  affefting  both  lite  and  properly  ;  for  fufpending  the 
Legiflature  of  one  of  the  Colonies ;  for  interdifting  all  com- 
merce to  the  capital  of  another  ;  and  for  altering  fundament- 
ally the  form  ot  government  eftablifiied  by  charter,  and  fe~ 
cured  by  a£ls  of  its  own  Legiflature,  folerjinly  cotifinned  bv 
the  crown,  for  exempting  the  "  murderers"  ot  colonifts  from 
legal  trial,  and  in  effeft  from  punifhment;  for  erefciing  in  a 
neighbouring  province  acquired  by  the  joint  arms  ot  Great 
Britain  and  America,  a  defpotifm  dangerous  to  our  very  ex- 
iilence  ;  and  tor  quartering  foldiers  upon  the  colonifts  in 
time  ot  profound  peace.  It  has  alfo  been  refoh'ed  in  Par- 
liament that  colonilfs  charged  with  committing  certjiin  of^ 
fences  (hall  be  tranlported  to  England  to  be  tried. 
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1775.  But  why  fhould  we  enumerate  our  injuries  in  detail.     By 

'— V~^  one  flatute  it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  "  oi  right 
make  laws  to  bind  us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever."  What  is  to 
detend  us  againft  fo  enormous,  fo  unlimited  a  power  ?  Not 
a  Tingle  man  of  thofe  who  alTume  it  is  chofen  by  us,  or  is 
fubjeft  to  our  control  or  influence  ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  operation  ot  fuch  laws, 
and  an  American  revenue,  if  not  diverted  from  the  oftenfible 
purpofes  for  which  it  is  raifed,  would  aftually  lighten  their 
own  burdens  as  they  increafe  ours.  We  faw  the  mifery  to 
which  fuch  defpotifm  would  reduce  us.  We,  tor  ten  years, 
inceflantly  and  ineffeftually  befought  the  throne  as  fuppli- 
cants.  We  reafoned,  we  remonftrated  with  Parliament  in 
the  moft  mild  and  decent  language. 

Adminiftration,  fenfible  that  we  fhould  regard  thefe  op- 
preffive  meafures  as  freemen  ought  to  do,  fent  over  fleets 
and  armies  to  enforce  them.  The  indignation  of  the  Amer- 
icans was  roufed,  it  is  true  ;  but  it  was  the  indignation  of 
a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affe61ionate  people.  A  Congiefs  of 
l)elegates  from  the  United  Colonies,  was  affembled  at  Phi- 
ladelphia the  fifth  day  of  September.  We  refolved  again 
to  offer  our  humble  and  dutiful  petition  to  the  King,  and  al- 
fo  addreffed  our  fellow  fubjefts  of  Great  Britain.  We 
have  purfued  every  temperate,  every  refpedful  meafure. 
We  have  even  proceeded  to  break  off  our  commercial  in- 
tercourfe  with  our  fellow  fubjefts,  as  the  laft  peaceable  ad- 
monition, that  our  attachment  to  no  nation  upon  earth, 
fhould  fupplant  our  attachment  to  liberty.  This  we  flatter- 
ed ourfelves  was  the  ultimate  ftep  of  the  controverfy.  But 
f ubfequent  events  have  fhewn  how  vain  was  this  hope  of 
finding  moderation  in  our  enemies. 

Several  threatening  exprefTions  againfl  the  Colonies  were 
inferted  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  ;  our  petition,  though  we 
were  told  it  was  a  decent  one,  and  that  his  Majefly  had  been 
pleafed  to  receive  it  gracioufly,  and  to  promife  to  lay  it  be- 
fore his  Parliament,  was  huddled  into  both  Houfes  among  a 
bundle  of  American  papers,  and  there  neglected.  The  Lords 
and  Comtnons  in  their  addrefs  in  the  month  of  February  faid, 
that  "  a  rebellion  at  that  time  actually  exifled,  within  the 
Province  of  Maffachufetts  Bay  ;  and  that  thofe  concerned 
in  it  had  been  countenanced  and  encouraged  by  unlawful 
combinations  and  engagements  entered  into  by  his  Majefly 's 
fubjecls,in  feveral  of  the  other  Colonies;  and  therefore  they 
befought  his  Majefly  that  he  would  take  the  mofl  efFeftual 
meafures,  to  enforce  due  obedience  to  the  laws  and  authori- 
ty of  the  Supreme  Legiflature.'" 

Soon  after  the  commercial  intercourfe  of  whole  colonies 
with  foreign  countries  and  with  e^ch  other,  was  cut  off  bv 
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an  aft  of  Parliament — by  another,  feveral  of  them  were  en-       1775. 
tirely  prohibited  from  the  fifheries  in  the   feas  near  their    v— y-n 
coaft  on  which  they  always  depended  for  their  fubfiftence  ; 
and  large  reinforcements  of  (hips  and  troops  were  immedi- 
ately fent  over  to  General  Gage. 

Fruitlefs  were  all  the  entreaties,  arguments  and  eloquence 
of  an  illuftrious  band  of  the  mofl  diftingufhed  Peers  and 
Commoners,  who  nobly  and  ftfenuoufly  aflertedthe  jufticeof 
our  caufe,  to  flay,  or  even  to  mitigate  the  heedlefs  fury  with 
which  thefe  accumulated  and  unexampled  outrages  were 
hurried  on.  Equally  fruitlefs  was  the  interference  of  the 
cities  of  London,  of  Briflol,  and  of  many  other  refpeftable 
towns  in  our  favour.  Parliament  adopted  an  infiduous  ma- 
noeuvre calculated  to  divide  us  ;  to  eflablifli  a  perpetual  auc- 
tion of  taxations,  where  colony  fhould  bid  againft  colony, 
all  of  them  uninformed  what  ranfom  would  redeem  their 
lives,  and  thus  to  extort  from  us,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
the  unknown  fums  that  would  be  fufHcient  to  gratify,  if  pof- 
fible  to  gratify,  miniiferial  rapacity,  with  the  inconfiderable 
indulgence  left  to  us  of  raifmg,  in  our  own  mode,  the  pre- 
fcribed  tribute.  What  terms  more  rigid  and  humiliating 
could  have  been  diftated  by  remorfelefs  victors  to  conquer- 
(sd  enemies?  In  our  circumftances  to  accept  them,  would 
be  to  deferve  them. 

Soon  after  the  intelligence  of  thefe  proceeding,  arrived  on 
the  continent.  General  Gage,  v/ho  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft 
year,  had  taken  pofTelTion  of  the  town  of  Bollon  in  Maffa- 
chufetts  Bay,  and  flill  occupied  it  as  a  garrifon,  on  the  igtk 
day  of  April,  fent  out  from  that  place  a  large  detachment  of 
his  army,  who  made  an  unprovoked  affauit  on  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  faid  province  at  the  town  of  Lexington,  as  ap- 
pears by  the  affidavits  of  a  great  number  of  perlons;  fome 
of  whom  were  officers  and  foldiers  of  that  detachment,  mur- 
dered eight  of  the  inhabitants  and  wounded  many  others. 
From  thence  the  troops  proceeded,  in  warlike  array,  to  the 
town  ol  Concord,  where  they  fet  upon  another  party  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  fame  province,  killing  feveral  and  wound- 
ing more,  until  compelled  to  retreat  by  the  country  people, 
fuddenly  alfembled  to  repel  this  cruel  aggreffion. 

Hoflilities,  thus  commenced  by  the  Britifh  troops,  have 
been  fince  profecuted  by  them  without  regard  to  faith  or 
reputation.  The  inhabitants  o{ Bojlon,  being  confined  with- 
in that  town  by  the  General  their  Governour,  and  having, 
in  order  to  procure  their  difrnilTion,  entered  into  a  treaty  with 
him,  it  was  ftipulated  that  the  faid  inhabitants,  having  depof- 
ited  their  arms  with  their  own  magiftrates,  fhould  have  lib- 
erty to  depart,  taking  with  them  their  other  effefts.  They 
accordingly  delivered  up  their  arms  :  But  in  open  violation 
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1775.  of  honour,  in  defiance  of  the  obligation  of  treaties,  which 
V— y— ^  even  favage  nations  efteem  facred,  the  Governour  ordered 
the  arras  depofited  as  aforefaid,  that  they  might  be  preferved 
tor  their  owners,  to  be  fecured  by  abody  ot  foldiers,  detained 
the  greateft  part  of  the  inhabitants  in  town,  and  compelled 
the  few,  who  were  permitted  tojetire,  to  leave  their  moft  val- 
uable effefts  behind.  By  this  perfidy  wives  are  feparated 
from  their  hufbands,  children  from  their  parents,  the  aged 
and  the  Tick  from  their  relations  and  freinds  who  wilh  to  at- 
tend and  comfort  them,  and  thofe  who  have  been  ufed  to 
live  in  plenty  are  reduced  to  deplorable  diftrefs. 

The  General  further  emulating  his  minifterial  mafters, 
by  a  proclamation  bearing  date  the  12th  day  of  June,  after 
venting  the  grolfeft  falihoods  and  calumnies  againft  the 
good  people  of  thefe  colonies  proceeds  to  "  declare  them  all, 
either  by  name  or  defcription,  to  be  rebels  and  traitors,  to 
luperfede  the  courfe  of|the  common  law  and  inftead  thereof 
to  publifh  and  order  the  ufe  and  exercife  ol  the  law  marfh^l." 

His  troops  have  butchered  our  countrymen,  have  wanton- 
ly burnt  Charleftown,  befides  a  confiderable  number  ot 
houfes  in  other  places — our  Ihips  and  veffels  are  feized,  the 
receflary  fupplies  of  provifions  are  intercepted,  and  he  is 
exerting  his  utmoft  power  to  fpread  deftruftion  and  devafta- 
tion  around  him. 

We  have  received  certain  intelligence,  that  General  Carl- 
ton the  Governour  ot  Canada  is  inftigating  the  people  of 
that  Province  and  the  Indians,  to  fall  on  us :  And  we  have 
hut  too  much  reafon  to  apprehend  that  fchemes  have  been 
formed  to  excite  domeflic  enemies  againft  us.  In  fine,  a 
part  of  thefe  Colonies  now  teel,  and  all  of  them  are  fure  of 
feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance  of  adminiftration  can  infllft 
them,  the  complicated  calamities  of  fire,  fword  and  famine* 
We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  choofing  an  uncondi- 
tional fubmifiion  to  the  tyranny  of  irritated  minifters,  or  re- 
fiftanceby  force.  The  latter  is  our  choice — We  have  count- 
ed the  coft  of  this  contell,  and  find  nothing  fo  dreadful  as 
voluntary  flavery.  Honour,  juftice  and  humanity  forbid  us 
lainely  to  furrender  that  freedom  which  we  received  from 
our  gallant  anceftors,  and  which  our  innocent  pofterity  have  1 
a  right^to  receive  from  us. 

We  cannot  endure  the  infamy  and  guilt  of  refigning  fuc, 
ceeding  genejatlons  to  that  wretchednefs  which  inevitably 
awaits  tiiem  if  we  bafely  entail  hereditary  bondage  upon 
them.  -V 

Our  caufe  is   juft.     Our  union  is  perfcft.     Our  interna]    J 
refources  are  great ;   and  if  neceffary  foreign  afiiftance  is  un- 
doubfedly  attainable.     We  gratefully  acknowledge  as  figna! 
indances  of  the  divine  favour  towards  us ;  that  Providence 


the  American  War  55 

wouW  not  permit  us  to  be  called  into  this  fevere  controverfy"     1775. 
until  we  were  grown  up  to  our  prefent  ftrength,  had  been    *— v— ' 
prcviouHyexercifedin  militaryoperations,and  pofTefiredol:  the 
means  of  defending  ourfelves'with  hearts  fortified  with  thefe 
animating  reflexions.     We  moft  folemnly,  before  God  and 
the  world  declare,  that  exerting  the  utmoft  energy  of  thofe 
powers  which  our  beneficent  Creator  hath  graciou'fly  bcflow- 
ed  upon  us  the  arms  we  have  been  by  oui"  enemies  compelled  , 
to  ailume,  we  will  in  detidnce  of  every  diazard,  with  uaabat- 
ing  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  employ  for  the   prefervation 
of  our  liberties;   being  with  one  mind  refolved  to  die  free- 
men rather  than  to  live  Oaves. 

Left  this  declaration  Ikould  difquiet  the  minds  of  our 
friends  and  fellow  fubjefts  in  any  part  of  the  empire,  we  af_ 
fure  them  we  mean  not  to  difTolve  that  union  which  has  {o 
long  and  fo  happily  fubfilled  between  us,  and  which  we 
fmcerely  wifh  to  be  reftored,  NecefTuy  has  not.  yet  driven 
us  into  that  defperate  meafure,  or  induced  us  to  excite  any 
other  nation  to  war  againft  them.  We  have  not  raifed  ar* 
mies  with  ambitious  defigns  of  feparating  from  Great  Britain, 
,and  eftablifhing  independent  States.  We  fight  not  for  glo- 
ry, or  tor  conqueff.  We  exhibit  to  mankind  the  remarka- 
ble fpe6lacle  of  a  people  attacked  by  unprovoked  enemies, 
without  an  imputaiion  or  even  a  fufuicion  of  offence. 
They  boafl  of  their  privileges  and  civilization,  and  yet  prof- 
fer no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  or  death. 

In  our  own  native  land,  in  defence  of  the  freedom  that  is 
our  birth-right,  and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  vio- 
lations of  it,  for  the  proteclion  of  our  property  acquired  fole- 
ly  by  the  honeft  induftry  of  our  forefathers  and  ourfelves, 
againft  violence  aftually  offered.  We  have  taken  up  arms. 
We  fhall  lay  them  down  when  hoftilities  fhall  ceafe  on  the 
part  of  the  aggrefTors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renew- 
ed (hall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 

With  an  humble  confidence  in  the  mercies  of  the  fupreme 
and  impartial  Judge  and  Ruler  of  the  univerfe,  we  moft 
devoutly  implore  his  divine  goodnefs  to  protecl  us  happily  ^ 

through  this  great  conflicl — to  difpofe  our  adverfaries  to  re- 
conciliation on  reafonable  terms,  and  thereby  to  relieve  the 
empire  from  the  calamities  of  civil  war. 

By  recommendation  of  the  Continental  Congrefs,  this  jr^/y  go 
day  was  obferved  as  a  public  faji^  throughout  the  United 
Colonies;  being  the ^r// ^e?2(?m/  or  continental  fall  ever 
kept  on  one  and  the  fame  day,  fince  the  Colonies  were  fet- 
tled— they  were  now  all  in  a  like  predicament,  and  alike 
needed  the  direclion  and  afTiftance  of  heaven. 

Early  in  the  fall,  the  fmall  army  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, under  Gen.  Scluiyler  and  Montgomery,  were  ordered 
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^775*     ^y  Congrefs  to  advance  into  Canada.     Col.  Ethan  Allen; 
d^-— '     with  Major  Brown,  were  difpatched  through  the  wood  to  in- 
form the  Canadians,  that  their  defign  was  only   againft  the 
Englifli  garrifon,  and  not  the  country,  their  religion  or  lib- 
erties. 

Augujl.  Paper  bills  are  now  iffued,  and  become  the  currency  of 

the  United  Colonies.  Congrefs  having  voted,  "  Thata  fum 
not  exceeding  one  million  ot  Spanifh  milled  dollars,  be  emit- 
ted by  them  in  bills  of  credit,  ior  the  defence  ot  America  ; 
that  the  twelve  *  confederated  Colonies  be  pledged  for  their 
redemption  ;  the  number  and  denominations  ot  the  bills  to 
be  as  follows,  viz.  49000  bills  each  from  one  dollar  to  eight 
dollars.  11800  of  twenty  dollars  each.  They  further  re- 
folved,  that  one  million  of  dollars  in  bills  of  thirty  dollars 
each  be  alfo  emitted.  Each  Colony  to  provide  ways  and 
means  to  fink  its  proportion  ot  the  bills,  and  that  the  fever- 
al  Colonies  and  Provincial  Aifemblies  levy  taxes  on  their  re- 
fpeciive  Colonies  for  the  purpofe  of  finking  the  continent- 
al bill. 

Gold  and  filver  now  difappeared,  and  paper  bills  only  cir-- 
culated.  Congrefs  hath  given  us  the  fitaation  ot  the  Colo- 
nies with  refpetl:  to  money  at  this  period,  they  fay  "  we  had 
very  little  money  of  our  own  to  raife,  pay,  and  fupporr  an 
army — we  were  without  regular  governments  to  levy  and 
collecl  taxes — we  could  borrow  none  of  any  nation  in  the 
world — we  had  no  other  refource  but  the  natural  value  and 
worth  of  our  fertile  country.  On  the  credit  of  this  Bank, 
bills  were  emitted,  and  the  faith  of  the  continent  pledged  for 
their  redemption." 

^^i^f.  General  Gage  embarked  tor  England — and  the  command 

ot  the  Britifh  troops  in  America  devolved  upon  Sir  William 
Howe. 

Sebl     18         ^ct"^^  Chamblee,  in  the  northern  department,  furrendered 
^  '        'to  Major  Brown. 

Otl."  Saturday  evening  the  Rofe,   Glafgow  and  Swan  Man  of 

War  with  feveral  armed  tenders  and  trantports,  in  all  about 
thirteen  fail,  arrived  in  Bri/iol  harbour  from  Newport,  and 
formed  a  line  before  the  town.  A  barge  was  foon  fent  on 
Ihore,  requiring  tour  magilfrates  or  principal  men  to  repair 
on  board  the  Rofe.  The  inhabitants  did  not  think  proper  to 
comply  with  this  requifition,  but  offered  to  treat  with  any 
perfon  who  might  be  fent  on  or  near  the  fhore,  promifing 
that  no  infult  fhould  be  offered  them,  and  requefting  that  the 
matter  might  be  put  off  till  the  next  morning.  This  anfwer 
was  returned,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hoar  a  heavy  cannonading 
began  from  the  fhips  and  tenders.  The  inhabitants,  not  be- 
ing apprehenlive  of  fuch   fudden  and  unprovoked  cruelty,- 

*  Georgia  had  not  yet  united  with  the  other  Colonies. 
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ivcre  ttirown  into  much  confufiorr.  The  night  was  dark  and  1775- 
rainy.  Upwardsot  fixtVperfons  lay  languiftiingonhedsof  fick-  ^'^■« 
nefs,  who  were  removed  into  the  ftreets ;  and  with  the  wom- 
en and  children  formed  a  fcene  that  can  be  more  eafily  im- 
agined than  defcribcd.  Such  of  them  as  had  flrength  efcap- 
ed,  while  others  were  conveyed  to  places  of  fafety  in  car- 
riages. The  firing  continued  above  an  hour ;  during  which 
time  more  than  120  cannon  and  fume  carcaffes  were  difcharg- 
ed  againft  the  town,  and  a  tender  which  lay  near  the  bridge 
at  the  north  end,  kept  up  a  gonftani  fire  upon  the  people  that: 
were  going  out.  One  of  the  inhabitants  aftef  hailing  the 
Men  of  VVar  was  taken  on  board,  and  on  inquiring  the  rea- 
fon  of  fuch  hoflile  proceedings,  was  informed,  that  Captain 
Wallace  demanded  of  the  town  of  Briftol  100  fheep  and  ^o 
head  of  cattle,  but  confented  finally  to  be  fatisfied  with  40 
Iheep  only;  upon  the  delivery  of  which  he  promifed  to  de- 
iift  from  all  further  hoftilities  againft  thera  ;  but  if  the  inhab- 
itants refufed  to  comply,  he  would  lay  the  town  in  alhes. 
The  demand  was  laid  before  the  committee  of  infpc61tion  ; 
who  confidering  the  raging  ficknefs,  and  other  peculiar  cir- 
eumftances  of  the  town,  ordered  40  fheep  to  be  delivered  ; 
which  was  accordingly  done.  Wallace  afterwards  difpatch- 
ed  a  barge,  and  plundered  them  of  hogs,  poultry^  butter, 
cheefe,  &c.  The  church,  meeting-houfe,  court-houfe,  and 
feveral  dwellings  and  out-houfes  at  Briftol,  were  damaged. 
A  ball  entered  Mr.  Finney's  diflil-houfe,  and  let  out  two 
bogflieads  of  rum ;  but,  pi  evidentially,  during  the  whole  of 
this  brutal  tranfa6tion,  none  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  or 
wounded. 

About  3  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  fleet  left  Briftol  harl)our,. 
and  lay  fome  time  between  Popolquafh  and  Hog  Illand.  At 
the  laft  mentioned  place,  they  landed  and  cut  up  a  quantity 
of  corn.  On  Monday  morning,  as  the  fleet  was  attemping  to 
pafs  by  Briftol  ferry,  the  Rofe  and  a  Tender  run  aground  on 
the  Weft   Mufcle-bed,  Rhode-Ifland  fide,  and   were  from  * 

thence  fired  on  by  a  number  of  minute  men.  The  ihips  and 
tenders  fired  on  each  fide,  and  feveral  balls  went  through  the 
ferry  houfe  at  Briftol. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Rofe  and  Tender  floated,  and  proceed- 
ed with  the  others  down  the  river.  On  Tuefday  they  took 
from  Hope  and  Rofe  ifland  20  or  30  rams,  aftd  fired  a  num- 
ber of  fhot  at  Connecticut  ferry  and  other  places  on  the  riv- 
er.    Wednefday  the  fleet  returned  to  Newport. 

In  a  few  hours  after  the  firing  began  at  Briftol  a  large  body 
of  minute  men  and  militia,  were  collefted  there  from  the 
neighbouring  towns  * 

*  See  the  Providence  Gazette,  printed  by  John  Carter y  5a- 
turda\',  OSober  14,  177 a:. 
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^775'         To  the  foregoing  account  is  fubjoined  the  following: 
»w-yr— '         "The  Rev.  John  Burt,  minider  of  the   Congregational 
church  at  Briftol,  was  found  dead  in  a  field  near  his  houfe  on 
Sunday  morning,  which  he  had  lett  the  evening  before,  foon 
after  the  Men  of  War  began  to  fire  on  the  town;     He  was. 
far  advanced  in  years,  had  been  unwell  fome  days  before,  and 
it  is  luppofed  died  in  a  fit.    He  was  a  gentleman  ot  exemplary 
piety,  eminent  in  his  pofeffion,  of  a  truly  benevolent  difpo- 
iltion,  and  a  warm  affertor  of  the  liberties  of  his  country." 
OB.  16.         Falmouth,  in  Cafco-bay,  Mairachufetts,  was  burnt  by  Cap- 
tain Mowatt,  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  S.  Greaves  at  Bol- 
ton. .  '■ 
The  chief  command  of  the  Continental  forces  in  the  nortiv  ; 
em  department  was  given  to  Major  General   Montgomery, 
and 
Nov   2.          He  inverted  St.  John's,  and  took  it. 

Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  being  fent  a  fecond  time  to  recon- 
noitre that  country,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifh  on  his 
attempt  with  Colonel  Brown  to  reduce  Montreal.  A  fpy  (as , 
he  relates)  difcovered  to  the  enemy  the  weaknefs  of  his  party, 
and  being  attacked  by  about  500  Regulars,  Canadians,  and 
Indians,  he  became  a  prifoner  to  Colonel  Prefcott,  who  or- 
dered him  on  board  a  frigate,  and  to  be  loaded  with  irons, 
&c. 

Montreal  was  foon  after  taken  by  General  Montgomery, 
with  the  Governour,   Prefcott. 

The  fecond  petition  of  Congrefs  was  committed  to  the  care 
of  his  Excellency  Richard  Penn,  Efq.  of  the  proprietary 
government  of  Pennfylvania,  then  leaving  his  government 
for  England.  On  the  motion  of  Lords  Richmond  and  Shel- 
burne,  it  was  laid  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords  the  feventh  of 
this  month,  November.  Governour  Penn  was  examined 
before  them  refpeftlng  the  ftate  and  dlfpofition  of  the  Colon- 
ics, who  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  "  that  the  majority  of  them 
we're  not  tor  independency  ;"  the  willies  of  Congrefs  expreff- 
ed  in  their  firfl  petlilon,  were  only  for  peace,  liberty  and 
fafetv.  "We  wifh^not  (fay  the  petitioners)  a  diminution  of 
the  prerogative,  nor  do  we  foJicit  the  grants  of  any  new 
rights.  We  prefent  this  petition  only  for  redrefs  of  griev- 
ances and  reliyt  from  fears  and  jealoufies  occafioned  by  the 
fyftem  of  flatutes  and  regulations  adopted  (fince  the  clofe  of 
the  late  war,  1763)  for  ralfing  a  revenue  in  America — extend- 
ino- the  power  of  courts  of  Vice  Admiralty — trying  perfons 
in^ Great  Britain  for  offences  alledged  to  be  commuted  in 
America  ;  affeffing  the  Province  of  Maifachufetts  Bay  ;  al- 
tering the  government  there  and  extending  the  limits  of  Que-. 
bee*     On  the  abolition  of  which  fyllem  the  harmony  betVveen 
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Great  Britain,  and  the  Colonies  fo  neceflary  for  the  happi-."  1775. 
nefs  of  both,  and  fo  ardently  defired  by  the  latter,  and  ufual  ^■..y..>> 
intercourfe  will  be  immediately  reflored. 

The  petition  concludes  in  the  moft  humble  and  loyal  terms 

but  no  redrefs  could  be  obtained  whilft  they  controverted 

the  alTumed  right  of  Parliament  to  bind  them  in   all  cafes 
whatfoever." 

About  this  time  Colonel  Benedifl;  Arnold  arrived  at  Point     Nov.  it, 
Levi,  in  Canada,  with  a  party  of  about  900  men  out  of  1200, 
the  number  deflined  by  General  Walhington  to  ferve  in  that 
quarter. 

They  went  from  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  and  embarked  at 
Kennebeck  with  defign  to  proceed  through  the  country  to 
Canada  ;  but  the  fatigue  being  great,  and  not  a  fufficiency  of 
provifion  tor  the  whole  detachment,  300  of  them  had  leave 
to  return.  Thofe  who  proceeded  ensured  great  hardlhip, 
having  travelled  through  a  large  extent  of  country,  reprefent- 
ed  as  having  never  been  before  trodden  by  any  foot  but  that 
of  Indians  and  wild  beafts,  at  a  rigorous  leafon  of  the  year, 
where  they  endured  all  the  miferies  of  cold  and  hunger. 
The  French  Canadians  received  them  with  great  cheerfulnefs, 
and  fupplied  them. 

The  Governour  of  Canada  having  information  of  their  ar- 
rival, and  expecling  an  attack  on  the  capital  from  the  aug- 
mented force  of  General  Montgomory,  he  obtained  the  af- 
furances  of  the  merchants  of  Quebec,  the  militia  officers  and 
mafters  of  the  fliips  there,  that  they  would  affift  in  defending 
the  city.  He  ordered  the  gates  to  be  (hut  and  neceflary  pre- 
parations to  be  made  to  repel  the  force  that  might  be  employ- 
ed af^ainft  them — it  turned  out  as  the  Governour  expefted, 
and  the  capital  was  attacked. 

*  On  the  evening  of  this  day,  an  unfuccefsful  attempt  was     Dec.  31. 
made  to  gain  poffefTion  of  Quebec. 

General  Montgomery's  defign  was  to  carry  the  town  by 
cfcaldde.  While  he  was  waiting  the  opportunity  of  a  Inow 
ftorm  to  carry  his  defign  into  execution,  feveral  of  his  men 
deferted  to  the  enemy,  who  difcovered  his  plan,  andoccafion- 
ed  him  to  alte'-  it ;  (which,  but  for  the  intelligence  the  defert- 
ers  had  given,  might  perhaps  have  proved  luccefsful.)  The 
General"  at  the  head  of  the  New-York  troops,  advanced  a. 
gainft  the  lower  town  ;  but  being  obliged  to  take  a  circuit, 
the  fignal  for  an  attack  was  given,  and  the  garrifon  alarmed 
before  he  reached  the  place.  However,  he  paffcd  the  {irlt 
barrier,  and  was  juft  going  to  attempt  the  fecond,  when  by 
the  firfi  fire  from  the  enemy  he  \Ndi%unJortunately  lulled,^-  to- 
gether with  his  Aid-de-Camp,  Captain  John  Mac  Pherfon, 

*  December  31,  1775,  ^ged  38. 
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}7.75-      Captain  Cheefeman,  and  two  or  three  more.     This  fodlfpir- 
]  1 .  y . .  /    ited  the  men,  that   Colonel  Campbell,  on  whom  the  com- 
mand devolved,  found  himfeit  under  the  difagr'eeable  necef- 
fity  oi  drawing  them  off.     Colonel  Arnold,  with  350  of  thofe; 
»  brave  troops  that  penetrated  Canada  under  his  command, 

4)€c.  31,     and  Captain  Lamb's  company  of  artillery,  pafled   to  St.  Ro- 

-  ques,  and  carried  a  fmall  battery  of  two  guns;  but  in  the  attack. 

Arnold  had  his  leg  fplintered  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried 
off;  but  at  length  after  having  fuftained  the  force  oi  the 
whole  garrifon  for  threie  hours,  the  Continentals  were  obliged 
to  yield  to  numbers.  Three  hundred  of.  them  were  made 
"  prlfoners,  and  about  fixty  killed  and  wounded.  This  is  the 
iubllance  of  an  account  of  this  expedition  that  was  publifhed. 
■  The  public  papers  furnilh  the  following  account  of  Gen- 
eral Montgornery.  "  fie  was  a  Captain  ot  grenadiers  in  the 
17th  regiment  of  Biilifh  troops,  of  which  General  Monek- 
ton  was  Colonel.  He  ferved  the  lafl  war  in  the  expeditions 
in  the  "VVeft-Indies,  and  America,  and  returned  with  his  reg- 
•  iraent  to  England.  In  1772,  he  quitted  his  regiment,  thougl^ 
in  a  fairway  of  preferment.  Whilft' in  America  he  imbib- 
ed an  affeflion  for  this  country — ^he  had,  while  in  the  King's 
fei  vice,  declared  his  difapprobation  of  the  fentiments  of  the 
miniftry,  and  viewed  America  as  the  rifing  feat  of  arts  and 
freedom.  He  lived  about  100  miles  behind  New-York. 
Expreffing  his  readinefs,  if  Great  Britain  continued  her  op- 
preflions,  to  draw  his  fword  in  defence  of  freedom.  Upon 
application  to  him.  he  did  not  hefitate,  but  immediately  engag- 
ed in  the  caufe,  and,  as  we  have  feen,  lofl  his  lite  bravely  in 
it." 

^  After  the  failure  of  this  expedition  a  feries  of  n\isfortunes 
enfued  ;  and  attended  the  operations  in  the  northern  depart- 
inent  for  a  time,  and  the  Britifh  regained  pofTeflion  of  the 
places  that  had  been  taken  from  them. 

December.  Captain  Manly,  in  a  Continental  cruizer,  captures  a  valua- 
b!e  ordnance  velfel,  having  on  board  a  great  variety  of  mili- 
tary implements,  befides  rhortars,  bombs,  &c.  This  acqui- 
fition  facilitated  the  operations  of  the  Continental  troops 
againft  the  garrifon  of  Bofton. 

The  Earl  of  Dunmore,  Governour  of  New-York,  was  re- 
moved to  the  Government  of  Virginia,  w"here  he  levied  war 
with  that  Colony.  He  fet  up  the  royal  ftandard  there,  and  in- 
vited to  it,  white  and  black  of  every  charafter  and  condition  ; 
'  thofe  who  did  not  repair  to  it  were  deemed  rebels,  and  treated 
as  fuch, 

Deceviber.  "  -^  battle  took  place  at  Gwynn's  Ifland,  in  which  the  Vir- 
ginians prevailed,  and  obliged  his  Lordfhip.to  take  Ihelter  on 
board  a  man  of  war  on  that  flation™ in  revenge  for  which, 
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Norfolk  was  deftfoyed  by  three  of  the  King's  fhlps,  the  Liz-     1776. 
ard,  Otter,  and  another.     An  officer  on  board  the  Otter,  in  a      ' "  y'>* 
letter  pubhihed,  exulis  in  the  deftruftion  of  it.xand  dilcovers      J^^n.  1. 
fentiments  derogatory  to  the  charafter  of  a  man  oi  bravery 
and   humanity.      The  lofs,   computed   to   be   fuftained,   is 
^200,000  fterhng.    Norfolk  was  faid  to  have  contained  about 
hx  thoufand  inhabitants — an  Englifti  paper  fays,  "  the  rents 
in  1775,  were /"lo, 000  fleriing." 

The  impolitic  meafures  of  Great  Britain,  threaten  the  lofe 
of  the  trade  of  this  Colony,  (i.  e.  Virginia)  to  that  kingdom, 
which  an  author  of  their  own,  makes  to  be /'i, 200,000  fterling 
per  annum.  "  In  times  of  peace  (he  fays)  there  are  more 
than  an  hundred  thoufand  hog(heads  ol  tobacco  exported  every 
year  ;  in  which  trade  is  employed  about  four  thoufand  fea- 
iften," 

Admiral  Shuldham  arrived  at  Bofton  to  relieve  Admiral  Jan,  u 
S.  Greaves  on  that  ftation.  He  brought  with  him  the  King's 
Speech,  delivered  to  his  Parliament,  in  October  lafl,  in  which 
his  Majefty  holds  up  the  idea,  that  independency  was  the  ob- 
jetl  of  the  Colonies,  and  recommends,  as  an  a£l  of  humanity, 
their  exertions  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  the  rebellion  ;  in  other 
words — more  vigor oufly  to  profecute  the  war.  The  Cora-- 
tnons,  in  their  addrels,  echo  back  the  fame  language.  This 
obfequious  Parliament  engaged  their  lives  and  fortunes  to 
fupport  his  Majefty  in  defeating  and  iuppreflTing,  what  they 
call  the  "  rebellion  in  America  ;"  they  voted  twenty-five 
thoufand  men  for  this  fervice,  and  an  augmentation  of  the 
Navy  on  the  American  ffation. 

Congrefs  now  thou^iht  it  expedient  to  provide  agalnft  the 
depredations  of  the  Britifli  Cruifers,  who  fwarmed  in  the 
American  feas,  and  came  into  a  refolution  to  build  thirteen 
frigates,  to  be  got  ready  for  fea  early  in  the  fpring.  Though 
thefe  frigates  were  launched  in  feafon,  yet  they  did  not  an- 
fwer  the  expeftation  of  the  Continent.  Great  delays,  and  " 
probably  necejfary  delays,  for  want  of  flores,  &c.  to  equip 
them,  gave  the  enemy  opportunity  to  block  fome  of  them  up 
in  the  ports  where  they  were  built.  Moft  of  the  others  met 
with  difafters  of  one  kind  or  other,  being  captured  by  the 
enemy,  blown  up  at  fea,  run  afhore,  &c. 

The  manufafture  of  falt-petre  and  gun-powder  was  of  great  Ftbruary, 
importance  to  the  United  States.  They  could  obtain  none 
from  any  foreign  country,  and  their  parent  State  had  prohib- 
ited its  exportation  to  America  ;  therefore  every  commuhi- 
cation  relative  to  the  manner  of  making  them,  was  carefully 
attended  to,  andexperiments  rewarded  with  a  bounty  by  the 
peneral  Affemhlies,  A  method  of  making  gun-powder  was 
publifhed  by  Benry  JVi/her,  who  had  erefled  a  Powder-Mill 
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tjyS.     at  New-York A  Virginian  alfo  publiflied  ai?  account  oV 

\  ,.y  ii>  the  ingredients  and  their  proportion  to  each  other,  ufed  in 
this  manutafture,  which,  from  a  great  number  of  experiments 
he  found  to  be  heft,  and  is  copied  from  a  new  Chemical  ^ 
-  Diftionary,  tranflated  from  the  French,  The  proportion  is, 
75  parts  of  nitre,  or  falt-petre,  15  parts  and  an  half  of  char- 
coal, 9  parts  and  an  halt  of  fulphur  or  brimftone. 

Feb.  6.  Captain  Efeck   Hopkins   of  Providence  in  Rhode-Ifland,  ] 

(brother  to  one  ot  the  Delegates  at  Congrefs  from  that  Colony)  J 
was  commifTioned  by  Congrefs,  commander  ot  a  fleet  of  five  j 
fail  ot   armed  vefTels,  viz.    the  Alfred  32   guns,    Columl^us  ,: 
32  guns,  Andrew  Doria   16,    Cabot  14,  and  Providence  of  J 
12  guns,  '  They  left  Philadelphia  this  day  and  proceeded  to   i 
Carolina,  and   from  thence  to   Ncio-Providence,  one  of  the 
Bahama  Iflands.     On  their  arrival    there,  the    Commodore 
fummoned  the  garrifon  to  furrender — which   they   did,  and 
brought  off  Mountford  Browne,  Efq.  the  King's  Governour, 
and  other  crown  officers,  with  all  the   military   ffores  found 
there,  and  landed  them  at  New-London,  in  Conneclicut.    In 
their  paffage  back,  fome  of  the  Continental  fleet  fell  in   with 
fome  of  Wallaces,  (a  heftoring  troublefome  Britilh  comman- 
der on  the  Rhode-Ifland  ilation)  off  the  eaft  end  of  Lpng_ 
Ifland, — One  of  the  Britilh    was  captured,   and   the  others 
made  off.  , 

February.      General  Clinton  from  Bofton,  with  five  hundred  troops  ar- 
*  rived  at  New- York — :he  did  not  land  them,  but  failed   from 
thence  to  the  more  fouthern  C6lonies ;  to  which  he  v/as  fpl. 
lowed  by  General  Lee,  from  the  Continental  camp. 

To  carry  on  the  war  in  America,  Parliament  had  recourfe 
to  the  expedient  ot  hiring  foreign  troops,  and  entered  into 
treaty  with  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  Landgrave  of  Heffe- 
Call'el,  and  Count  ot  Ilanau,  to  furnilh  a  number  ofttroops  to 
ferve  again  ft  the  Americans.  Befides  the  wages  to  be  paid 
thefe  hirelings,  the  treaties  flipulated  to  grant  to  the  Land- 
grave of  Helfe-Caffel,  in  cafe  of  diflurbances  in  his  territo- 
ries, not  only  all  the  fervice  thatfhould  be  in  their  power,  but 
likewife  to  continue  it,  till  the  Landgrave  fhould  have  re- 
ceived fecurity  or  indemnification,  and  to  pay  for  every  fol- 
dier  who  did  iiot  return,  thirty  pounds  flerling  per  head; 
and  for  every  difabled  foldier,  fifteen  pounds  flerling-  per 
head. 

March  ,5.  It  was  moved  by  the  minority,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to 
prelent  an  addrefs'to  his  Majefly,  fetting  forth  the  many  evils 
with  which  treaties  of  this  nature  were  pregnant — the  difad- 
vantages  that  would  accrue  therefrom  to  Great  Biitain-,  and 
to  implore  his  Majefly  to   flop   the  march   of  the   Germaa 
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trctops.     But  the  queftion  for  this  addrefs  was  refolved  In  the      ^77^: 
negative,  a  majority  of  100  being  againft  it.  <     ^  -^ ■ 

Lord  George  Ger?naine,  who  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth  as  American  Secretary  of  State,  and  who  had  the 
canduft  of  the  war  put  under  his  dire61ion,  has  the  credit  of 
exhibiting  to  Parliament  the  plan  for  hiring  Germans  for  the 
American  fervice.  If  we  inquire  into  the  character,  and 
former  condufl  of  this  nobleman,  we  fliall  find  he  is  the 
identical  Lord  George  Sackville,  (a  fon  ot  Earl  Dorfet)  who  " 
difcovered  fuch  an  averfion  to  the  report  and  fmell  of  gun- 
powder at  the  battle  oi  Minden,  Anno  1759,  when  he  difo- 
beyed  the  orders  of  Prince  Ferdinand  the  commander  at  an 
important  crifis.  The  Prince  reprefented  his  conduft  to  the 
Britifh  Court— he  was  tried  by  a  court  martial,  and  deprived 
of  all  his  military  employments,  and  declared  incapable  ot  March. 
ever  ferving  in  them  again.  This  was  in  the  days  of  Pitt — 
but  now  in  the  days  oi  North — he  is  advanced  to  an  impor- 
tant civil  department — perhaps  becaufe  he  pofTefTes  the  qual- 
ifications neceffary  to  fcourge  the  Americans.  « 

Lord  William  Campbell,  Governour  ot  South-Carolina,  like 
his  countryman  the  Earl  of  Dunmore  of  Virginia,  having  by 
his  tyrannic  meafuires  irritated  the  people  of  his  government, 
and  fearing  the  efFefts  ot  their  refentment,  deferted  his  gov- 
ernment and  fled  on  board  one  of  the  Kings  (hips  at  Charlef- 
ton. 

Sunday  morning,  Bofton,  in  the  Maffachufetts  Bay,  was  Marchij, 
evacuated  by  the  whole  Britilh  force,  naval  and  military. 

Congrefs  publifh  their  Refolves,  by  which  the  inhabitants  March^^, 
of  the  Colonies  were  permitted  to  fit  out  vefTels  on  their  own 
private  account  and  rifque  to  cruife  on  the  enemies  ot  the 
United  Colonies,  to  capture  their  fhips  and  merchandize. 
A  viaritime  court  was  appointed  for  their  trial  and  condem- 
nation if  the  captures  were  proved  to  be  the  properly  ot  the 
enemy. 

Xhis  refolve  of  Congrefs  was  in  confequence  of  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  paffed  December,  1775,  which  declares  "  The 
Colonies  to  be  in  a  flate  of  rebellion  and  direcls  to  flop  all 
intercourfe  with  them,  and  to  feize  all  American  property 
wherever  to  be  found  after  the  fitlf  day  of  January,  1776." 

The  terms  IVhig  and  Tory,  obtained  throughout  the  Col- 
onies ;  by  ihcforiner,  is  intended  thofe  who  are  in  oppofition 
to  Parliamentary  meafures — the  laiter,are  thofe  who  abetted 
them. 

An  a£llon    took  place    in    North-Carolina   between   the      March. 
Whigs  there,   and   fome  of  the  Tory  inhabitants,   who  had 
joined  Governour  Martin,  in  which  the  latter  fuftained  great 
lofs. 
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1776*  Qeneral  Glinton  after  his  arrival  in  Carolina  difpatched  a 

•  .■'1"''*     part'  of  his  troops  for  Georgia.     They  were  repulfed  on  their 
attempt  to  land,  and  filteen  fail  of  their  veffels  damaged  and 
i^        deflroyed,  which  obliged  them  to  defill  from  their  enterprife  j 
^  [Georgia  is  fituated  between  South  Carolina  and  Florida. 

This  Colony  had  a  charier  granted  in  the  fihh  of  George  II; 
At  the  commencement  of  the  troubles  in  Am'erica,  Sir 
James  Wright  was  King's  Governour — but  this  Colony  fhar- 
ing  in  the  oppreffions,  they  joined  in  the  Union  ot  the  oth- 
er twelve  Colonies,] 
Mav  d  Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker,\v'nh  a  fmall  fquadron  of  ihips 

^  ^'       arrived  at  Cape  Fear.     The  Britifii  armament  deftined  to  op* 
^rate  in  this  quarter,  rendezvoufed  firft  at  this  place. 

General  Earl  Cornwallis  arrived  with  Sir  Peter.  This 
nobleman,  in  the  beginning  of  t>he  American  difputes,  had 
proteiled  with  fome  of  the  minority  againft  coercive  meafures, 
and  voted  for  the  repeal  ol  the  Stamp  A8:,  upon  the  principle 
that  Parliament  had  no  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  unreprefent- 
ed. — But  his  Lordlhip  was  afterwards  influenced  by  the  ma- 
jority to  come  into  their  meafures,  and  perfonally  to  aflifl  in 
carrying  into  execution,  thofe  very  meafures  he  had  before 
reprobated. 
Ma\  6.  General  Carlton  at  Quebec  having  received  fuccours  frorn 

England,  by  the  Surprize  Frigate,  Captain  Lindfay,  he  im- 
proved the  firlt  opportunity,  after  their  arrival,  to  fally  out  of 
the  garrifon  luddenly  with  about  a  thoufand  men. 

The  Continentals  ferving  in  that  quarter  were  difperfed  in 
various  parts  ot  the  country  ;  two  hundred  of  them  Tick ;  not 
tnore  than  two  hundred  could  be  niufi:ered  at  head  quarters; 
which  fmall  force  could  not  refiil  the  enerav  to  advantage, 
and  the  attack  being  unexpe8ed  they  were  obliged  to  make 
a  precipitate  retreat  to  Trois  Pvivleres,  leaving  their  cannon, 
a  n.uniber  of  mufquers,  and  many  Tick  behind  them.  The 
fmall  remnant  of  the  Continentals  ioun  after  removed  to  the 
Sojelle. 

A  fmall  Continental  fort  at  the  Cedars,  forty-five  mile.^ 
welt  ol  Montreal,  confiiling  of  a  garrifon  of  about  three  hun- 
dred, under  Major  BiUterfield,  were  obliged  to  furrender  to 
Upwards  ot  fix  hundred  Regulars,  Canadians  and  Indians. 

A  reintorcement  ot  an  inmdred  men  under  Major  Sher- 
May  ig,  burne,  ordered  tor  their  relier,  was  intercepted  in  the  woods, 
and  captured  by  a  patty  ol  live  hundred  after  a  very  obftinate 
difpute:  And  (the  account  publifiied  of  this  affair  reports) 
whilft  Brigadier  General  Arnold  was  preparing  to  follow, 
the  enemy  ftiippcd  the  prifoners  almoll:  naked,  tomahawked, 
and  otherwife  barb.uoudy  ufed  them  ;  one  ot  them  they  fliot, 
and  while  he  retained  life   and  fenfaiion  the  Indians  roafted 
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him.  The  prifoners  were  driven  to  a  fort  commanded  by  a  1776. 
Britifli  Captain  Foller  o[  the  eighth  regiment,  who  we  60  v ^.  ,'j 
not  learn  had  humanity  enough  to  reftrain  or  difcountenance 
the  barbarities  exercifed  on  them.  The  enemy  had  twenty. 
two  killed,  amongft  whom  was  a  Chief  Warrior  of  the  Sen- 
eca's ;  thofe  that  remained  of  the  Continentals  were  exchang- 
ed by  a  cartel. 

The  Renown  Man  of  War  was  driven  from  Bofton  har-     Jane  10, 
hour  by  the  Provincials,  &c,  under  the  condufl;  ot  Genefnl  '^' 

Lincoln,  which  opened  the  port  of  Bolton,  without  the  leave 
of  Parliament. 

Major  General  Sullivan  joined  the  fmall  Continental  army  June  16, 
itt  the  Sorelle,  and  difpatched  a  body  under  Colonel  Thomp- 
fon  to  diflodge  the  enemy  who  were  intrenching  at  Trois 
Rivieres  :  But  at  this  critical  time  they  were  reinforced 
which  proved  difaftrous  to  the  Continentals.  The  com- 
mander was  taken  prifoner,  three  other  officers,  and  a  num- 
ber ot  privates. 

The  Continental  army  in  Canada,  having  been  much 
weakened  by  ficknefs  and  un^uccefsful  attempts  againfl  the 
pnemy,  who  were  ftrengthened  by  reinforcements ;  General 
Burgoyne  having  arrived  there  from  England  wkh  recruits  j 
and  the  four  thoufand  he  brought  with  him  were  foon  follow- 
ed by  fome  Brunfwickers.  The  reduftion  of  Quebec  was 
by  thefe  means  rendered  impraciicable  for  the  prefent.  It 
was  judged  that  the  Continentals  might  be  better  employed 
in  fome  other  quarter.  The  fiege  of  Quebec  was  therefore 
railed,  and  the  troops  withdrawn  after  they  had  been  in  that 
neighbourhood  fix  months  from  the  15th  of  November. 
They  retreated  to  Crown  Point,  and  (as  a  private  letter  from 
thence  mentions)  "  affairs  were  managed  with  eonfummate 
policy  and  prudence  through  the  intrepidity  of  out  Generals^ 
firll  Thomas,  and  then  Sullivan.  We  have  brought  oflp  all 
that  could  be  faved  from  Sorelle,  Chamblee  and  St.  Johns."     » 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Archibald  Campbell  with  Highland 
troops  was  captured,  and  brought  into  Bofton. 

General  Clinton  and  Sir   Peter  Parker  were   repulfed  at     June  28. 
Charlefton  (S.  C.)  this  day.     ^arl  Cofnwallis  having  joined 
General  Clinton,  they  attempted  the  redu6Hon  of  Charltjlon, 
We  coUeft  the  following  particulars  of  their  defeat  from  Ma- 
jor General  Lee's  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs. 

'*  Sir  Peter  wen.t  over  the  bar  with  his  whole  fleet,  confift- 
ing  of  two  line  of  battle  fhips,  the  Briflol  and  Experiment  of 
fifty  guns  each,  and  fix  frigates  from  twenty-eight  to  twenty 
guns,  and  anchored  within  half  a  raufquet  Ihot  of  the  fort  on 
Sullivan's  Ifland,  (a  log  fort  was  all  they  could  bring  to  bear 
on  the  vedels)  three  miles  from  Charlefton.     A  furious  en- 
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1770       eagement  enfued,  and  lafted  twelve  hours  without  intermif- 
^^  fion,  and  though  the  garnfon  were  raw  troops  their  behaviour 


would  have  done  honour  to  the  oldeft.  Cofonel  Moultrie,  a 
native  ot  that  country  who  commanded  there,  acquired  great 
honour  The  troops  were  repulfed  twice  by  Colonel 
Thompfon  of  the  Carolina  rangers  in  attempting  to  make  a 
lodgment  at  the  extremity  ol  the  illand  We  had  only  two. 
wen  killed  and  feventy-two  wounded,  Teven  ot  whom  iottt 
their  limbs,  and  though  in  this  circumftance,  encouraged; 
their  comrades  never  to  abandon  the  ftandard  of  liberty  and 
their  country.  The  lols  of  the  enemy  is  great.*'  The  Com- 
modore  had  hlsbreechest  much  torn  with  the  fphnters  and 
was  wounded;  the  Captain  of  his  fhlp  loft  his  left  arm ;  the 
Captain  of  the  Experiment  was  killed;  befides  which  one 
hundred  and  tour  were  killed  and  fixty-five  wounded: 
Three  ot  the  (hips  got  aground.  The  Atleon  of  twenty- 
eiffht  guns  could  not  be  got  off,  and  was  burnt  and  blown  up 
by- her  own  people  ;  the  two  line  ofbattle  thips  greatly  dam- 
aged. The  gallantry  of  Colonel  Moultrie  in  detence  of  Sul- 
livan's Ifland  is  celebrated."  r  ■  ^  t^  ,  , 
"  Sir  Peter  Parker  in  his  account  traniraitted  to  hngland, 
fays  "  Not  one  man  who  was  quartered  at  the  beginning  of 
the  aftion  on  the  Briftol's  quarter-deck  efcaped  being  killed 
or  wounded.  At  the  head  ot  the  volunteers  on  board  he 
muft  place  Lord  William  Campbell,  (the  late  Governour) 
who  was  fo  condefcending  as  to  take  direaion  of  fome  guns 
on  the  lower  gun-deck— he  received  a  contufion  in  his  leff 
fide." 

7.       00  Major  General  John   Thomas  of  the  Mairachufetts,  who. 

-^^^  ^  '  commanafed  in  Canada  after  the  camp  at  Cambridge  broke  up, 
died  in  Canada.  It  is  but  juftice  due  to  the  memory  of  this 
officer  to  fay  of  him  that  he  had  ferved  in  former  wars  againft' 
the  Frencli  and  Indians  with  reputation  ;  and  at  the  fiege  oP 
Bofton,  in  1775,  he  cheerfully  took  command  of  a  divifion 
of  the  provincials,  in  defence  of' the  rights  of  his  native  coun- 
try, 

*  Said  to  be  one  hundred  and  feventy -nine  killed,  two  hum. 
fhed  andfixty  wounded. 

T  The  Editor  of  the  Pennfylvama  Evening  Pojl,  indulg- 
ing a  little  humour  in  thefe  ferious  times,  inferted  the  follow^' 
iijg  epigram,  on  Sir  Peter's  difajier. 

"  //'  honour  in  the  breech  is  lodged. 

As  Hudibras  hath  pteiun. 

It  mayjrom  hence  be  fairly  jiidgd,. 

Sir  Peter's  honour's  gone,'.' 
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Arrived  at  Sandy-hcMfe,  (New- York)  from  Halifax,  Sir      ^77^' 
Wtlliain  Howe  and  AdnWal  Shuldham,  with  upwards  of  one     '— y— i* 
hundred  and  forty  I'ail  of  men  of  war  and    tranlports,   hav- 
ing with  them   about  eight  thoufand  troops.     The  fleet  on  ' 
their  paffage  was  joined  by  fix  fail  ot  tranfports,  a  part  of  the 
embarkation  from,  Scotland,  which  arrived  at  Bofton  after  the 
Britilh  armament  had  left  it,  and  were  driven  from  the  har_ 
bour  by  the  militia,  &c. 

A  part  ot  the  Continental  army  at  this  time  occupied  the 
city  and  fuburbs  of  New- York.*  Major  General  Greene, 
with  another  divifion  of  Continentals  were  flationed  on  Long- 
Ifland. 

This  day  General  Sir  William  Howe,  landed  his  army  on       July  2. 
Staten  Ifland. 

Governour  William  Frayiklin,  who  till  now  had  kept  his 
flation  in  the  Jerfies,  was  removed  from  his  government  by 
the  whig  party,;  they  judging  it  unfaie  to  the  continental  in- 
tereft  for  his  Excellency  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Britifli.  He  was  fenttorefide  in  Connetlicut.  This  gen- 
tleman had  previoufly  fhewn  his  good  difpofition  toward  the 
Britifli,  and  the  meafures  they  were  purfuing. 

A  report  about  this  time  prevailed,  that  a  plot  had  been  ^ 
difcovered  at  New-York,  in  which  fome  tories  there  had  af- 
fociated  for  the  purpofe  of  joining  the  Britifli  army,  to  aflafli- 
nate  General  Wafliington  and  fome  other  field  officers,  while 
the  Continentals  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  to  blow  up 
their  magazines,  &c.  The  Mayor  of  the  city  and  an  ar- 
mourer were  taken  into  cuftody  on  fufpicion. 

Lord  Abingdon,  an  Englifh  peer,  was  on  the  minority  fide. 
He  is  charafterized  as  "  one  of  the  moft  fteady,  and  intrepid 
afferters  of  liberty  in  this  age."  He  declared  in  the  Houfe  ot 
Lords,  "  The  American  war  is  anju ft,  iniquitous,  cruel  and 
oppteflive.  When  the  component  parts  of  government  (faid 
his  Lordfliip)  confpire  to  opprefs  the  fubjefis  and  deprive  them 
ot  their  rights,  fuch  a  confpiracy  is  the  worfl  of  treafons.   'I'he 

*  New -York  [/land  is  about  fourteen  miles  long,  and  in 
jome  places  only  one  mile  zcide.  The  tozvn  isfituated  on  the 
fouth  end  ojthe  ijland,  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's  rive r^and the 
jort  is  at  the  extreme  point.  The  narrows  are  formed  by 
Staten  I/land  and  Long  Ijland;  the  paffage  about  two  miles 
wide.  Fi  om  Sandy  Hook  up  to  New  York,  is  about  twenty, 
five  miles.  Six  furlongs  eajl  of  the  fort  is  Governour' s  Ifland, 
containing  about  onehundred,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Before  the  zoar,  the  city  is  faid  to  have  contained  20,000  in- 
habitants. 

See'^  account  of  the  Province  of  N<iw-York,printed  in  1780," 
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1776.  Americans  are  not  guilty  of  rebelhwl^;  they  have  been  pro- 
W-y— ^  voked  to  refiftance  by  the  wanton  infults  of  defpoiic  power." 
The  minority  in  Parliament  were  very  fevere  in  their  remarks 
on  the  conduft  of  their  troops  at  Lexington  and  Bunker  Hili. 
Howe's  forcing  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  handful  of  raw  un- 
difciplined  militia,  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer's  night,  was  lu- 
dicroufly  compared  to  a  Marlborough's  viftorv  at  Blenheim, 
&c.  &c. 

yulj>  4.  This  day  commenced  a   new  epoch  or  asra  for   America. 

'  "  Thirteen  of  the  United  Colonies,  in  Congrefs  affembled, 
publifhed  at  Philadelphia  their  declaration,  that  the  faid  thir- 
teen Colonies  we?e  "  free,  fovereign,  independent  States." 
And  a  new  empire  begins  in  America  in  the  fixteenth  year 
of  the  reign  of  King  George  the  third,  and  thirty-ninth  of  his 
age.     This  declaration  was  figned  per  order  of  Congrefs,  by 

1    ,     .  their  Prefident,  John  Hancock,  Efq.   and  recites  the  griev- 

ances and  oppreflions  for  which  they  could   not   obtain   re- 
drefs  ;  and  teflifies  to  the  world  the  caufes  that  impelled  the(ii 
to  a  reparation  from  tlie  crown  of  Great  Britain. 
^  In  the  introduftion  to  the  enumeration  of  their  oppreflions, 

Congrefs  fay  :  "  We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felt-evident  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed,  by  their 
Creator,  with  ceruin  unalienable  rights;  that  among  thefe 
are  life,  liberty  and  the  purluit  of  happinefs ;  that  to  fecure 

::  thefe  rights,  governments  are  inflituted  among  men,  deriv- 
ing their  juft  powers  from  the  confent  of  the  governed. 
That  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  deftru6tive 
of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolifh 
it,  and  to  inftitute  a  new  government,  laying  its  foundation 
on  fuch  principles,  and  organizing  its  powers  in  fuch  form  as 
to  them  fhall  feem  moll  likely  to  effeft  their  fafety  and  hap- 
pinefs.  When  a  long  train  of  abu(es  and  ufurpations  pur- 

fuing  invariably  the  fame  object,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce 
them  under  abfolute  defpotifm — it  is  their  right — it  is  their 
duty,  to  throw  ofF  fuch  governments,  and  to  provide  new 
guards  for  their  future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the  patient 
fufTerance  of  thefe  Colonic?,  and  fuch  is  now  the  necefTity, 
t]iat  conflrains  them  to  alter  their 'orraer  fyflem  of  govern- 
ment. "  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  declaration,  after  reciting 
their  opprefFions  in  twenty-fix  articles,"  they  fay,  *'  In  every 
ftage  of  thefe  opprejTions,  we  have  petitioned  for  redrefs  in 
the  moff  humble  tenuis,  our  repeated  petitions,  have  been  an- 

fwered  only  by  a  repeated  injury. A  Prince,  whofe  cha-- 

racler  is  thus  marked  by  every  att,  which  defines  a  tyrant,  is 
unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free  people." 

The  principal  arguments  (fays  a  popular  writer*)   in    fav- 
our of  independency,  are  drawn  frorr.  the  natural  rights  of 

*  Mr.  Thcmtis  Paine  oj  Philadelphia,  author  of  Common 
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^he  Colonies  to  independence,  their  intereft — ^the  neceffity  of     1776. 
it — and  the  real  advantages  arifing  from  it.     The  necejjity  ot    '        m* 
the  meafure,  he  argues  trom  the  following  confiderations. 

"  We  had  no  credit  abroad,  becaufe  of  our  rebellious  de^ 
pendency.  Our  fhips  could  obtain  no  prote6lion  in  foreign 
ports,  becaufe  we  afforded  them  no  juftifiable  reafon  for 
granting  it  to  us.  The  calling  ourfelves  fubjefts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fighting  againft  the  Prince  we  acknowledged  it  was 
a  dangerous  precedent  to  all  Europe.  If  the  grievances 
juflified  our  taking  up  arms,  they  juftified  our  reparation ;  if 
they  did  not  juftify  our  feparation,  neither  could  they  jufiify 
our  taking  up  arras.  All  Europe  was  interefted  in  reducing 
ps  as  rebels,  and  all  Europe  (or  the  greater  part,  at  leafl)  are 
interefted  in  fupporting  us  in  our  independent  ftate.  At 
home,  our  condition  was  ftill  worfe;  our  currency  had  no 
foundation,  and  the  ftate  of  it  would  have  ruined  whig  and 
tory  alike.  We  had  no  other  laws  than  a  kind  of  moderated 
paflion  ;  no  other  civil  power  than  an  honeft  mob ;  and  no 
other  proteffion  than  the  temporary  attachment  of  one  man 
to  another.  Had  independency  been  delayed  a  few  months 
longer,  this  continent  would  have  been  plunged  into  irretriev- 
able conlufion,  feme  violent  for  it,  fome  againft;  it — all  in 
thegreateft  cabal — the  rich  would  have  been  ruined,  and  the 
poor  deftroyed.  The  necejjity  of  being  independent  would 
have  brought  it  on  in  a  little  time,  had  there  been  no  rup- 
ture between  Britain  and  America.  The  increafing  impor- 
tance of  commerce — the  weight  and  perplexity  of  legifla- 
tion — and  the  enlarged  ftate  of  European  politics,  would 
daily  have  fhewn  to  the  continent,  the  impropriety  of  con- 
tinuing fubordinate  :  tor  after  the  cooleft  refleftion  on  the 
matter,  this  muft  be  allowed,  that  Britain  was  too  jealous  of 
America  to  govern  it  juftly,  too  ignorant  of  it  to  govern  it 
well,  and  too  diftant  from  it  to  govern  it  at  all,"  ^  , 

The  King  of  Portugal,  ally  to  his  Brittannic  Majefty,  pub-       -J^ ^  «5* 
lifhed  at  Lilbon  an  edift  "  To  prohibit  proteclion  to  y^OTerz- 
c««  fhips  in  his  ports,  and  all  intercourfe  between 'his  do- 
minions and  the  United  Colonies.  7  I    f, 

Congrefs  having  recommended  to  the  feveral  States  to  fet-  J  /  * 
tie  their  particular  forms  of  government  :  The  State  of  Vir- 
ginia was  the  firft  in  the  Union  that  complied  with  the  re- 
commendation. ,  They  chofe  Partrick  Henry,  Efq.  for  their 
Governour.  They  leit  out  of  the  Litany,  ufed  in  the  Epifco- 
pal  fervice,  all  prayers  for  King  George  III.  and  inftead 
thereof  fubftituted  fentences  or  petitions  for  their  own  mag- 
iftrates  and  commonwealth. 

[Virginia  has  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  fea- 
coaft,  and  is  of  almoft  unbounded  extent  in  the  country,  a- 
bounding  with  a  great  number  of  rivers— it  dates  its  begin- 
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T-7y6.  ning  in  1^80,  and  is  the Jirji  fettled  Colony  on  the  continent — 
*  V  *  ^^fi\fi  ^^'^'^  reprobated  Parliamentary  innovations — i\\c  firjl 
that  moved  for  independency,  and  the  Jirjl  that  formed  a 
government  under  it.^ 
July  10.  Major  General  Gates  by  appointment  of  Congrefs  takes 
command  in  the  northern  department,  fie  gave  orders  for 
the  troops  at  Crown  Point  to  retreat  to  Ticonderoggi,  and 
there  make  a  ftand. 

Independency  was  publicly  declared  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia. It  was  alfo  declared  at-New-York,  when  they  mani- 
fefted  their  diflike  to  royalty  by  taking  down  the  equeftriaa 
ilatue  of  his  Majefty  King  George  III.  erefted  on  the  bowl- 
ing-green in  that  city. 

At  Albany,  fituated  on  Hudfon's  river,  a  plot  was  difcov- 
ered  by  the  confefiTion  of  two  tories  to  fet  the  city  on  fire 
and  blow  up  the  magazine.  Some  of  the  incendiaries  being 
apprehended  the  intended  mifchiet  was  prevented. 

[The  {ources  of  Hudfon's  river  d^xt  not  yet  explored  :  From 
Albany  to  Lake  George  is  reckoned  fixly-five  miles  ;  the 
river  in  that  interval  navigable  only  for  batteaux ;  the  banks 
on  the  weftern  fide  the  river  are  rocky  cliffs ;  floops  of  fiity 
tons  can  go  up  to  Albany,  and  larger  veffels  within  fixteen 
or  feventeen  miles — the  river  contmues  frelh,  till  within  fix- 
ty  miles  of  New-York.^"  Account  of  New-York,  1780."] 
July  18.        This  day-independency  was  declared  in  Bofton. 

A  few  days  after  the  declaration  of  independence  in  New- 
York,  Admiral  Richard  Lord  Vifcount  Howe  arrived  off  that 
city,  to  take  command  of  the  Britifh  fleet,  and  to  aft  in  con- 
jun6fion  with  his  brother  Sir  William  Howe  in  the  Ameri- 
can war.  On  his  arrival,  he  forwarded  letters  to  all  the 
King's  Governours  on  the  Continent,  informing  them,"  That 
he,  together  with  his  brother,  General  Howe,  were  authorized 
by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  "  His  Ma- 
jelly's  Commiffioners,"  with  full  power  to  grant  pardons  to 
all,  or  any  town,  country,  diftri£l,  &c.  who  may  have  depart- 
ed from  their  allegiance  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  &c.  and 
who  are  willing  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  reap  the  benefits  of 
the  royal  favour." 

Colonel  Pater fon.  Adjutant  General  of  the  royal  army,  was 
difpatched  to  General  Wa-fhington  at  New-York,  with  letters 
from  Lord  and  General  Howe  ;  but  they  not  being  properly 
direfted,  the  American  General  refufed  to  receive  them,  and 
politely  difmiffed  the  Colonel. 

The  conduft  of  General  Wafhington,  in  this  interview 
with  the  Britiih  Colonel,  was  approved  by  Congrefs,  and 
produced  the  following  refolve  :  "  That  he  had  afted  with  a 
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dignity  becoming  his  charafter.     That  no  letters  or  meffages    1776. 
be  received,  on  any  occafion  whatever,  from  the  enemy,   by  *        r  * 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  others,  the  Commanders  of  the 
American  army,  but  fuch  as  (hall  be  direfted  to  them  in  the 
chara6lers  they  refpeftively  fultain." 

On  this  day  Colonel  Paterfon  had  a  fecond  interview  with  July  20* 
General  Waftiington,  in  which  he  addrefled  the  General  by 
the  title  of  "  Excellency,"  and  apologized  (by  the  commif- 
fioners'  defire]  for  any  deficiency  in  point  of  refpeclor  punc- 
tilio, informing  him  that  they  had  the  higheft  perfonal  re- 
gard for  Mr.  Wafhington — that  they  had  now  fent  a  letter 
"  To  George  Walhington,  Efq.  &c.  &c.  &c."  and  that  they 
hoped  all  difficulties  were  removed,  as  by  the  three  et  ceteras 
might  be  underftood  all  his  Excellency's  titles.  The  Colo- 
nel laid  down  the  letter  on  the  table,  but  General  Wafliing- 
ton  declined  to  accept  it;  afking,  what  powers  the  General 
and  Lord  Howe  were  invefted  with,  declaring  that  he  had 
read  the  laft  aft  of'  Parliament,  and  iound  by  it,  they  were 
merely  empowered  to  grant  pardons.  He  faid  the  Ameri-^ 
cans  had  done  no  wrong,  and  therefore  wanted  no  pardons. 
He  then  mentioned  the  approbation  of  Congrefs  or  his  con- 
duft  in  the  firft  interview  ;  he  could  not  enter  into  any  new 
treaty  without  frefli  authority ;  befides,  though  it  was  true  that 
the  three  et  ceteras  might  mean  every  thing,  it  was  alfo 
true  it  might  mean  any  thing.     Alter  fome  other  converfa-  , 

tion  in  which  the  Colonel  endeavoured  to  exculpate  General 
Howe  irom  the  charge  of  inhumanity  to  American  prifonera 
when  in  Bofton,  and  General  Wafhington  had  mentioned  his 
indulgence  to  fuch  of  their  prifoners  as  tell  into  his  hands— 
the  conierrence  ended. 

It  appears  from  a  fpeech  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  in  Par- 
liament, "That  [the  powers  of  the  Commiffioners]  the  pre- 
tended mercy  of  conciliation,  held  out  nothing  but  a  naked  of- 
fer of  pardon,  on  the  terms  of  unconditional  fubmifTion." 

The  following  extraft  from  his  Lordfhip's  fpeech,  fhews 
his  opinion  ot  the  mifapplication  of  the  word  "  Rebel"  with 
refpeft;  to  the  Colonies.  "  The  Americans,  he  faid,  had  been 
r^eprefented,  as  daring,  defperate,  traitorous,  infolent,  ungrate- 
ful and  rebellious ;  for  his  part,  he  could  never  be  perfuaded 
to  deem  people  taking  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  property, 
their  privileges  and  unalienable  rights,  rebels.  If  fuch  doc- 
trine had  prevailed  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  not  then  probably  be  fitting  in  that  houfe.  If  re- 
fifling  a  lawful  authority,  though  perhaps  not  a  rightful  autho- 
rity, is  the  effence  of  treafon,  the  whigs  of  the  revolution, 
were  raK/i  rebels.  King  James  the  fecond  was  their  lawful  King; 
its  true  ;   he  endeavoured  to  trample  upon,  and   in  fome  in- 
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1776.  ftances  did  invade  their  rights,  but  flill  if  refiftance  o^  lawful 
W^y>— ^  authority,  conftituted  an  a6lof  treafon  in  every  poffible  event, 
^  the  whigs   in  1688,  and  the  provincials  now,  may  be  deemed 

rebels :  He  would  always  continue  to  think  that  both  were  i 
conftitutional  refiftance  to  a  ^o\nqx  originally  legal,  but  which, 
by  the  unconftitutional  exercife  ot  it,  had  degenerated  into 
the  moft  oppreffive  ftages  ot  an  ufurped  arbitrary  power. 
His  Lordfhip  faid  aifo,  that  it  was  his  opinion,  that  the  pow- 
er ot  regulating  the  trade  oi  the  Colonies,  was  the  very  ef- 
fence  ot  the  political  connexion  between  both  countries." 
Aug,  12.  The  firft  and  fecond  divifion  of  German  troops,  hired  by 
the  Britifti  Parliament  to  fight  in  America,  about  nine  thou- 
fand  arrived  at  New-York,  under  General  deHeifter,  and  one 
hundred  ot  the  Englifh  guards  joined  General  Howe's  army. 
After  the  deftrufclion  ot  Norfolk  (already  mentioned)  the 
Earl  ot  Dunmore,  v;ith  the  King's  fhips,  hovered  round  the 
coafl  of  Virginia,  and  were  very  troublefome.  They  were 
at  length  driven  trom  it,  with  the  lofs  ot  cannon,  fmall  arms, 
baggage  and  tents,  v<^ith  three  tend-rrs. 

The  enemy  burnt  two  fmall  veffels,  and  a  large  fhip  ot  theii* 
own  ;  on  board  the  latter,  his  Lordfti'lp  received  a  wound- 
in  his  leg  ;  trom  the  accounts  publifhed  ot  the  war  in  Vir- 
ginia to  this  time,  the  enemy  loft  great  numbers  of  men,  not 
only  in  battle,  but  by  hcknefs  and  other  difafters. 
Au<r.  12.  The  laft  exploits  of  Lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia  were  on 
Potowmack  river,  where  he  burnt  and  deftroyed  all  in  his 
power,  and  left  the  State,  And  on 

Aug.  13.  Lord  Dunmore  arrived  at  Staten  IJland  with  the  remnant  of 
his  motley  troops,  where,  a  tew  days  betore,  the  Generals 
Clinton,  Earl  Cornwallis,  &c.  had  arrived  from  South-Car- 
olina, with  the  remains  of  Sir  Peter  Parker's  (battered  fquad- 
ron  ;  having  found  that  climate  too  warm  tor  them  to  con- 
tinue in. 
Aug.  16.  The  Phoenix  man  of  war,  and  fome  other  of  the  King's 
fhips  infeftedthe  north,  or  Hudfons  river.  Two  fire  fhips 
were  fent  up  the  river  to  deftroy  them,  under  command  oi 
two  gentlemen  volunteeis,  of  rank  in  the  Continental  army  r 
Though  they  were  not  fo  fuccefsful  as  they  wilhed,  they  in 
fome  meafureanfwered  their  purpofe — -they  confumed  one  of 
the  Briiiih  tenders,  and  obfiged  the  reft  to  quit  their  ftation, 
and  run  the  gauntlet  through  a  number  of  well  dire61ed  (hot, 
trom  the  batteries,  in  and  near  New- York  city  and  fome 
Continental  gallies. 

A  difcovery  was  made  ot  the  perfidy  of  Lieut.  Colonel 
Zediortz  (in  the  Continental  fervice)  carrying  on  a  corref- 
pondence  with  Governour  Tryon  of  New-York.  The  ob- 
jeft  of  this  corrcfpotidence,  was  to  obtain  a  large  fum  of 
money  to  be   ininieJiately  fent  him,  upon  condition  ot   his 
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giving  the  enemy  information  ot  the  Ilrength  and  fituation  ^^77^- 
of  the  Continental  army,  agreeably  to  a  promife  he  had  '  ■  v>  ■  ^ 
made  Governour  Tryon,  previous  to  entering  into  the 
American  fervice.  He  invented  this  falfhood  :  "  That 
fome  villains  at  General  Wafhington's  camp,  were  hired  to 
poifon  the  watering-place  at  Staten-Ifland,  and  were  each  to 
receive  a  recompenfe  of  one  thoufand  pourids  from  the 
General." 

Zedwitz  On  his  trial,  owned  the  letters  to  be  his,  but  faid  it 
was  intended  merely  as  a  tnck  to  draw  fiom  the  enemy  two 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in  lieu  of  expenfes  he  had  been  at 
in  raifing  a  regiment  in  Germany,  at  the  requeft  oi  the 
Marquis  of  Granby,  for  which  he  had  iiever  been  reiniburfed. 
His  life  was  laved  by  a  carting  vote — but  he  was  broke,  and 
declared  incapable  of  holding  any  military  office  in  the  fer- 
vice of  the  United  States. 

The  difcovery  was  made  by  a  German,  who  had  the 
charge  of  delivering  the  letter  to  Governour  Tryon,  but  foon 
as  he  got  poffeffion  of  it,  laid  it  before  General  Wafhington. 

According  to  a  lift  publifhed,  the  whole  Britifli  force  in 
America,  under  General  and  Lord  Howe,  at  this  time  as 
nearly  as  can  be  computed,  is  as  tollows,  viz. 

Twenty-five  Ihips  of  war,  two  of  them  64  guns  each,  one 
of  44,  the  reft  bomb  (hips,  frigates  and  floops,  and  upwards 
of  three  hundred  fail  of  tranfports. 

General  Howe,  from  lialifax,  8000 


Scots  Troops  (3200)  em-  1 

barked,  850  taken,  /  ""^^^ 

} 
} 


Defeated  troops  under         "I 

Clinton  and  Cornwallis,    >  2500 

from  South-Carolina,       J 

Two    divifions    Heffians, 

Waldeckersand  Englilh  V  9000 

guards, 

Dunmore's  Negroes,  To- 
ries, and  about  50  fight-    y  150 

i  ng  men,  j 

22000 


Third  divifion  of  Heffians  "Y 

expefled,  about  J  ^ 

General  Howe  now  began  to  remove  his  army  for  Staten'- 
Ifland  to  Long.IJland*  where  he  landed  them  without  any  Aug.  2: 
oppofitioui 

*  Long-IJland  is  upwards  of  120  miles  long,  contains 
many  towns  or  fettUments — it  ahounds  in  wheat  and  other 
grain,  and  cattle  of  various  kinds,  is  lefs  than,  two  wilfS 
dijlantfrom  New -York. 
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1776.         Nathaniel  Greene,  Efq.  otWarwlch,  Rhode-Ifland,  was 
<!.  .^  .  ;    now  appointed  a  Major-General  in  the  Continental  array, 

Aug.  26.    and  commanded  on  Long-Ifland. 

Aug,  27.  They  (the  Royalifts)  began  their  march  through  the 
woodson  Long-lfland,  which  about  3000  Continental  troops 
occupied.  Having  palfed  on,  and  Hopped  up  the  crofs  road, 
near  the  American  camp,  t-hey  furrounded  the  Continen- 
tals in  the  woods.  Lord  Stirling'^  repulfed  the  enemy  be- 
fore he  was  furrounded^  lour  different  times :  When  it  was 
found  the  enemy  were  greatly  fuperiour  in  oumbers,  the 
General  ordered  a  retreat,  and  not  knov/ing  that  the  crofs 
road  was  blocked  up,  many  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
others  efcaped  by  wading  through  creeks,  fwamps  and 
marflies,  to  the  American  encampment.  In  the  fkiimilhes 
on  Long-Ifland,  Lord  Stirling  and  Major-General  Sullivan 
were  taken  prifoners  by  the  enemy  (the  latter  had  liberty  to 
go  to  Congrefs  upon  his  parole,  to  foiicit  the  exchange  of 
himfelf  and  Lord  Stirling,  he  was  alfo  charged  with  a  mef- 
fage  to  Congrefs  from  Lord  Howe)  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Parry,  of  the  Pennfyivania  mufquetiy,  was  {hot  dead,  while, 
animating  his  men.  The  number  of  Continentals  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing,  is  (hort  of  500,  the  lofs  of  the  enemy 
is  eftimated  at  a  much  greater  number :  840  faid  to  be  kill- 
ed, and  a  much  larger  number  wounded,  65  prifoners. 

Aug.  28.  The  BritiiTi  attacked  the  Continental  lines  on  the  Ifland, 
but  were  repulfed. 

General  Wafhington,  from  the  movement  of  the  Britifh 
fleet,  fufpefted  their  intention  was  to  cut  oITthe  communi- 
cation between  Long-Ifland  and  New- York,  he  therefore, 
meditated  the  retreat   of  his  troops   from  the  Ifland,  and  on 

Av<^,  20,     he  undertook  and  accomplifhed  it  with  Qv^ry  mark  of  gene- 
^  ralfhip.     This  mafterly  retreat  \\&  perfonally  conduced,  and 

went  over  to  tfie  Ifland  in  the  evening  oi  this  day,  with  the 
boats  he  had  prepared  to  convey  his  troops  to  New- York. 

He  ordered  the  brigades  to  be  got  in  readinefs  to  march, 
at  fuch  a  time,  but  they  knew  not  where  ;  and  with  fuch  fe- 
crecy  was  it  conduced,  that  the  three  brigades  knew  not 
where  each  other  went,  till  they  were  all  embarked,  with 
their  baggage,  cannon  and  military  ftores,  the  laft  coming 
off  early  on  Friday  morning.  A  fog  favoured  their  evacua- 
tion— it  was    made  undifcovercd   by    the   Britifh,    and  the 

*  William  Alexander,  Ep].  of  the  Ntzo-Jerfy  forces.  In 
the.  year  1755  he  attended  Gen.  Shirley  in  his  expedition  to 
Niagara  in  quality  of  Secretary.  He  laid  in  a  clai7n  to  the 
title  of  Earl  of  Stirli?ig,  his  ance/lor,  had  that  title^  and  a 
^r ant  of  Nova-Scotia,  anno  1621. 
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v/hole  Continental  force  was  landed  fafely  on  New- York.       lyyS' 
At  the  fame  time,  the  Continentals  evacuated  Governour's     ' — y— ' 
Ifland   without   annoyance  from    the   enemy.      On   both 
iflands  were  lelt  only  fix  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  Britifh  on  Long  Ifland  opened  a  battery  and  began  S^pt.  3. 
a  cannonade  on  the  fortifications  at  Hell-Gate,   which  was 
returned  with  fpirit. 

The  purport  of  Lord  Howe's  mefTage  to  Congrefs  by 
Gen.  Sullivan,  was,  "  That  his  Lordlhip  could  not  treat  with 
Congrefs  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very  defirous  of  having  a  con- 
ference with  fome  of  the  members  whom  he  would  confider 
at  that  time  only  as  private  gentlemen,  and  meet  them  hira- 
felf  as  fuch,  in  fuch  place  as  they  fliould  appoint,  &c. 

Upon  receiving  Lord  Howe's  mefTage,  Congrefs  refolv- 
ed,  "That  Gen.  Sullivan  be  requelled  to  inform  his  Lord- 
fhip,  that  the  Congrefs  being  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
free  and  independent  States  of  America,  could  not,  with 
propriety,  fend  any  of  its  members  to  confer  with  his  Lord- 
fhip  in  their  private  charafters,   but   that,  ever  defirous  of  ■ 

cflablifhing  peace  upon  reafonable  terms,  they  would  fend  a 
committee  of  their  body  to  know  whether  he  had  any  au- 
hority  to  treat  with  perfons  authorized  by  Congrefs  for  that 
purpofe,  in  behalf  of  America,  and  what  that  authority  was, 
and. to  hear  fuch  propofitions  as  he  fhould  think  proper  to 
make  refpefting  the  fame.  "  In  compliance  with  the  above 
refolution,  Congrefs  made  choice  of  three  of  their  members 
for  the  purpofe  therein  mentioned,  viz.  Dr.  Benjamin 
Franklin,  of  Philadelphia,  John  Adams,  Efq.  of  Boflon, 
and  Edward  Rutledge,  Efq.  of  Charlefton,  SouthiCaro- 
lina."  Thefe  gentleman  had  an  interview  with  Lord 
Howe  on  Staten-Ifland  ;  and  when  the  conference  5^/,/.^  jj^ 
was  over,  they  returned  to  Congrefs,  and  reported  the  con- 
verfation  th'ey  had  with  him,  the  fubffance  of  which  is, 
'*  That  his  Lordfhip  entered  into  difcourfe  of  confiderable 
length, -but  it  contained  no  explicit  propofition  of  peace,  ex- 
cept one,  viz.  that  the  Colonies  fhould  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  obedience  to  the  government  of  Great-Britain, 
and  intimated,  that  upon  fuch  fubmifTion,  the  government  of 
Great-Britain  would  caufe  the  ofFenfive  a6ls  of  Parliament 
to  be  revifed,  and  the  inftruffions  to  Governours  to  be  re- 
eonfidered,  that>  fo  if  any  juft  caufes  of  complaint  were 
found  in  the  a£ls,  or  any  errors  in  government  were  per- 
ceived to  have  crept  into  the  inflru61;ions,  they  might  be 
amended  or  withdrawn."  The  Committee  gave  it  as  their 
opinion  to  his  Lordfhip,  "that  a  return  to  the  domination  of 
Gieat-Britain  was  not  now  tobeexpefted — they  mentioned 
their  petitions  being  treated  with  contempt,  and  with  addi- 
tional injuries — their  patience — that  it  was  not  till  the  lafl 
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1776.  a6l  of  Parliament  which  declared  war  againft  us,  and  put  us 
y  y  i>^  out  ot  the  King's  proteftion,  that  we  declared  our  inde- 
pendence, which  had  been  called  for  by  the  people  of  the 
Colonies  in  genera!,  and  approved  of  by  every  Colony  who 
now  conf?dered  themfelves  as  independent  States ;  and  were 
fettling  or  had  fettled  their  governments  accordingly.  So 
that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congrefs,  to  agree  for  them, 
that  they  fhould  return  to  their  former  dependent  flate. 
That  his  Lordfhip  might  fooner  obtain  frefti  powers  from 
Britain,  than  powers  could  be  obtained  by  Congrefs,  from 
the  feveral  States,  to  confent  to  a  fubmifnon."  His  Lordfhip 
then  faying,  "  That  he  was  forry  to  find  that  no  accommo- 
dation was  like  to  take  place,"  put  an  end  to  the  confer- 
ence. 

It  did  not  appear  to  the  committee  (as  they  reported)  that 
his  Lordfhip's  commiffion  contained  any  other  authority  of 
importance  than  what  is  exprefled  in  the  acl  of  Parliament, 
viz.  "  That  of  granting  pardons,  with  fuch  exceptions  as  the 
commiflioners  fhould  think  proper  to  make.  And  of  declar- 
ing America,  or  any  part  of  it,  in  the  King's  peace,  upon  fub- 
mifTion  ;  "  For  as  to  the  power  of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  ot 
America,  which  his  Lordfhip  mentioned  to  them,  and  of  con- 
ferring and  confulting  with  any  perfons  the  Commiflioners; 
might  think  proper,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  of  fuch  con- 
verfation  to  the  miniltry,  who,  provided  the  Colonies  would 
fubjeft  themfelves,  might  after  all,  or  might  not,  at  their 
pieafure,  make  any  alteration  in  the  former  inflruftions  to 
Governours,  or  propofe  in  Parliament  any  amendment  of 
the  a61:s  complained  of.  They  apprehended  any  expeftations 
from  the  effects  ot  fuch  a  power,  would  have  been  too  uncer- 
tain and  precarious  to  be  relied  on  by  America,  bad  fhe  fiill 
continued  in  her  ftate  of  dependence. 

Sept.  15.  ^"  Sunday  rnorning,  a  large  body  of  the  Britifh  troops 
landed  at  Haerlem  eight  mijes  eafl  of,  New-York  city,  and 
at  Turtle-bay,  on  the  fame  fide,  four  miles  nearer. 

General  Wafhington  having  concluded  to  abandon  the 
city  as  it  was  not  tenable,  his  troops  had  orders  to  retreat  as 
iar  as  Mount  Waihington,  and  there  to  make  aftand.  Gen- 
eral  Howe's  army  then  took  poflefTion  of  the  city.  They 
eflfefted  this  under  a  heavy  cannonade  of  their  fhipping,  and 
with  a  defign  to  cut  ofT  the  Continental  troops  m  the  city, 
under  General  Putnam  ;  but  they  efcaped,  and  marched  to 
the  weft  fide  of  the  iftand,  and  joined  the  main  body,  about 
nine  miles  above  the  citv. 

Sept.  10.  T^^  Britifh  CommifTioners  finding  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee  of  Congrefs,  that  the  United  States  could  not 
relinquifh  the  independency  they  had  lately  proclaimed, 
publifhed  their  declaration  to  the  inhabitants  at  large,  i.a 
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which  they  recommend  to  them  "  To  refleft  ferioufly  upon  1776. 
iheir  prefent  condu6l  and  expeftations,  and  to  judge  ior  ^  ■  y i  ■/ 
themfelves,  whether  it  is  more  confiftent  with  their- hon- 
our and  happinefs,  to  offer  up  their  lives  as  a  facrifice  to  the 
unjuft  and  precarious  caufe  in  which  they  are  engaged,  or  to 
return  to  the  allegiance,  accept  the  bleflings  ot  peace,  and  be 
fecured  in  the  tree  enjoyment  of  their  liberties,  and  prop- 
erties." 

The  declaration  had  no  effeft  with  the  people  at  large. 
Their  delegates  in  Congrefs  had  already  recommended  the 
the  heft  means  they  could  devife,  for  the  fatety  and  future 
profperity  ot"  the  States.  And  the  people  had  nodifpofition 
to  counteraft  their  refolves  and  declarations  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, heartily  adopted  them,  and  afted  conformably  thereto. 
They  could  not  give  up  their  freedom,  and  return  to  that 
fubmifTion  and  allegiance,  which  the  Kings  CommlfTioners 
held  up  to  them  as  the  condition  ot  peace. 

The  next  day  after  the  CommifTioners  had  publifhed  their  Sepi.  20. 
declaration,  and  five  days  alter  the  Britifh  had  taken  pofTef- 
ion  of  the  cityot  New- York,  a  fire  broke  out  in  that  capital, 
which   con  fumed  fome  of  its  mofl  fuperb  buildings,  and 
raged  with  great  violence. 

By  a  flag  that  came  to  General  Wafljington's  lines  a  few 
days  after,  they  had  information  that  fome  perfons  who  were 
fufpefied  of  being  American  emifaries,  had  occafioned  this 
difafler,  that  they  had  been  cruelly  treated  by  the  enemy, 
only  on  hare  fufpicion. 

The  Continentals  made  an  attempt  to  furprize  a  guard  Sept.  23, 
of  the  enemy  on  Montrefor's  Ifland,  in  which  a  promifing 
young  officer.  Major  Thomas  Henley  (a  native  ot  charlef- 
town,  MafTachufetis)  was  killed  ;  his  aftivity  and  zeal  for 
the  fervice  is  applauded,  which  engaged  him  topufh  forward 
in  the  firfland  only  boat  that  landed  his  men,  the  others 
having  failed  in  duty,  and  probably  prevented  their  fuccefs. 
The  Cherokee  and  Creek  Indians  began  about  this  tiine  to 
be  troublefome  to  the  Southern  States  ot  Georgia  and 
3outh- Carolina,  infligated  thereto,  it  was  llrongly  fufpcft- 
ed,  by  the  King's  fuperintendant  oi  Indian  affairs  ;  but  they 
paid  dearly  for  it,  fomeot  the  Cherokee  towns  were  deflroy- 
ed  by  the  Carolinians,  and  many  I  ndians  captivated  and  killed. 
A  peace  was  afterwards  concluded,  upon  their  ceding  a 
confiderable  traft  of  land  to  the  State  of  South-Carolina. 

The  troops  raifed  in  the  feveral  States,  and  which  com- 
pofed  the  Continental  army,  were  enlifled  only  for  a  cer- 
tain number  of  months.  At  the  expiration  ot  which, 
they  were  difchargcd  and  new  enliftments  made.  This 
jnethod  being  found  to   be  very  injurious  to  the  fervice. 
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1776.     Congrefs  refolved  "  to  raife  a  Jlanding  army,  to  confift  of 
"^  ii-y  -  t    about  feventy-five  thoufand  men,  to  Terve  for  the  term  of 
three  years,  or  during  the  war." 

Their  refpeftive  quotas  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 


Batt's. 

Batt's. 

New-Hampfhire 

3 

Delaware               1 

Maffachufetts 

^5 

Maryland              8 

Rhode-Ifland 

2 

Virginia              15 

Connefticut 

8 

North-Carolina     9 

New-York 

4 

South-Carolina    6 

New.Jerfey 

4 

Georgia                 i 

Pennfylvania 

12. 

And  as  an  encouragement  to  engage  in  the  fervice,  befide* 
■^"r'*  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  for  each  man,  over  and  above 
their  wages,  and  allowance  of  rations,  they  were  to  have 
lands  bellowed  on  them,  at  the  conculfion  of  the  war.  The 
officers,  in  proportion  to  their  refpeftive  ranks,  from  five  hun- 
dred to  two  hundred  acres,  and  the  non-comraifhon  officers 
and  foldiers,  one  hundred  acres  each.*  Thefe  lands  to  be 
provided  by  the  United  States,  and  the  expenfe  borne  by 
them,  as  the  other  expenfes  of  the  war.  Their  pay  to  be  as 
lollows ; 

Dollars. 
A  Colonel,  per  month  75 

Lieutenant  Colonel  60 

Major  ^o 

Chaplain  33  1.3- 

Surgeon  33  1.3 

Surgeon's  Mate  18 

Adjutant  40 

Quarter-Mafter  27I 

Regiment  Pay-Maller  262.3 

Captain  aq 

Lieutenant  07 

Enfign  20 

Serjeant-Major  9 

Quarter-Mafter-Serjeant         9 
Drum-Major  8 

Fife-Major  81-3 

Serjeant  8 

Corporal  71-3 

Drummer  and  Fifer  j  1.3 

Privates  6  2.3 

*  By  an  after  refolve,  Congrefs  extended  the  donation  of 
lands  to  general  officers,  viz.  a  Major.Ge7ieral  iioo  acres, 
a  Brigadier. General  J ^o  acres. 
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The  two  Continental  Generals  taken  on   Long-Ifland,      1776, 
viz.  Major  General  Sullivan  and  Lord    Stirling,  returned    ^  \.    > 
to  the  American  camp,  being  exchanged  for  General  Pref-   Odober. 
cott,  taken  at  St.  John's,  and  Governour  Mountfort  Browne 
Efq.  of  New-Providence.  * 

The  plan  of  di  /landing  army  being  fettled  by  Congrefs. 
the  ftate  of  the  Continental  paper  currency  came  under 
their  confideration.  To  fupport  the  credit  of  it,  and  flop  the 
depreciation,  which  was  the  confequence  oi  the  large  fums 
iffued,  they  determined  to  make  no  more  emiffions  for  a 
time  ;  and  as  the  means  to  anfwer  the  exigencies  of  the  States, 
they  propofed  to  borrow  money  of  the  pofleffors,  on  inter- 
eft,  for  which  purpofe  they  pafled  the  following  refolves,  viz, 

"That  five  millions  of  Continental  dollars  be  immediate^ 
ly  borrowed  tor  u(e  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
annual  interfl.  of  four  per  cent.* 

"  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be  pledged  to  the 
lenders,  for  the  payment  of  the  fums  to  be  borrowed,  and 
the  interell  arifing  thereon.  That  a  certificatet  be  given  to 
the  lender  witneffed  by  the  Continental  Treafurer,  and  coun- 
terfigned  by  the  Commiffioner  of  the  office  who  receives  it. 

"  That  for  the  convenience  of  the  lenders.  Loan  Offices 
be  eftablifhed  in  each  of  the  United  States,  and  a  Commif- 
fioner to  fuperintend  faid  office,  be  appointed  by  the  faid 
States  refpeftively,  who  are  to  be  refponfible  for  the  faithful 
difcharge  of  their  duties  in  laid  offices;  faid  Commilfioners 
to  be  entitled  to  receive  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  all  monies 
which  {hall  be  brought  to  their  refpeftive  offices,  &c. 

Befides  the  troops  left  at  Ticonderoga,  in  June  laft,  un-  Qti.  12, 
der  Major-General  Gates;  Brigadier-General  Arnold, and 
General  Waterbury  had  command  of  a  fleet  of  Gondolas,  on 
Lake  Champlain,  and  on  the  1  ith  and  12th  of  this  month  had 
an  engagement  with  the  enemy ;  and  in  a  fubfequent  battle, 
was  obliged  to  yield  to  fuperiour  force,  and  leave  them  maf! 
ters  of  the  lake. 

Major-General  Lee  having  returned  from  South-Caroli- 
na, he  joined  the  main  body  of  the  Continental  army,  at  their 
head  quarters  at  Plaerlem. 

The  Britilh  regain  poffefiion  of  Crown  Point,  to  which    Qd,  20. 
place  General  Carlton  repaired,  after  the  battle  on  the  lake. 

*  The  interejl  war,  afterwards  alteredtofix per  cent. 

+  Congrefs  refolved,  "  Thai  the  interejl  due  on  loan-offict 
certificates  ijued  to  the  fir Ji  of  March  iy'j'j,piall  be  paid  by 
hills  of  exchange  on  the  Commif toners  of  the  States  in  Paris, 

^  at  the  rate  of  five  livresfor  one  Spanifi    milled  dollar  ^  or  in 

\:Co7itin€ntal  bills,  at  the  option  of  the  lenders. 
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1771,  A  party  of  about  100  Tories,  commanded  by  Major  Rog- 
1^1-*  ers,  in  a  fkirmifli  with  fome  Gontinentals,  were  entirely 
routed,  twenty  killed,  and  a  conliderable  number  taken  prif- 
oners. 
Odober.  This  month  Congrefs  came  into  fame  refolutions  refpea- 
ing  the  Continental  navy,  and  to  make  it  refpeftable,  they 
refolved,  •'  That  no  private  (hips  or  veffels  of  war,  mer- 
chant (hips,  and  other  veffels  belonging  to  the  fubjefts  ol 
thefe  States,  be  permitted  to  wear  pendants  when  in  compa- 
ny with  Continental  fhips  or  veffels  of  war,  without  leave 
from  the  commanders  thereof.  That  if  the  merchant  fhip 
or  veffel  tranfgrefs  in  this  refpea,  the  commander  of  the 
Continental  veffel  be  authorifed  to  take  away  the  pendant 
irom  the  offenders — and  that  if  any  private  veffel  of  war,  re- 
fufe  to  pay  the  refpea  due  to  the  Continental  fhips,  the 
commander  for  refufing  (hall  lofe  his  commiffion — "  That 
the  rank  of  officers  be  the  fame  as  officers  of  fimilar  cora- 
miffions  in  the  land  force" — That  the  commanders,  officers, 
&c.  in  the  Continental  navy,  be  entitled  to  ofie  half  of  mer- 
chant-men, tranfports  and  ftore-fhips,  by  them  taken,  from 
and  after  the  firft  day  of  November,  i776,and  that  they  be  en- 
titled to  the  whole  value  of  all  (hips  and  veffels  of  war,  be- 
longing to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  by  them  made  prize 
of,  and  all  privateers  authorized  by  his  Britanic  Majefty  to 
war  againft  thefe  States.  And  as  encouragement  to  ferve  in 
the  Continental  navy,  Congrefs  palTcd  a  fubfequent 
Refolve,  "That  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars  be  paid  to  the 
commander,  officers  and  men,  of  fuch  Continental  ffiips  or 
veffels  of  war,  that  (hall  make  prize  of  any  Britifli  veffels  of 
war,  for  every  cannon  mounted  on  board  fuch  prize  at  the 
time  of  fuch  capture,  and  eight  dollars  per  head,  for  every 
man  then  on  board  and  belonging  to  fuch  prize.* 

General  Burgoyne  liaving  v/ithdiawn  the  troops  that  had 
for  a  fhort  fpace  occupied  Lake  Chainplairi,  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood. About  the  middle  of  November,  Sir  Guy  Carl- 
ton, alfo,  with  the  v/ho!s  force  he  had  at  Crown  Point,  quit- 
ted it,  and  General  Gates  informed  Congrefs,  that  he  had 
fent  a  detachment  to  beat  up  the  enemy's  quarters  at  their 
advanced  polls,   but  found  they  had  abandoned  them. 

A  letter  of  this  date,  from  General  Hou-e  to  Lord  George 
Germaine,  gives  the  fcilowing  account  of  the  movements  of 
his  army,  after  they  landed  on  New-York,  to  this  time, 

*  By  order  of  Congrefs,  the  flags  of  the  United  States  art 
\h\x\.t&r\Jiripes,  alternately  red  and  luhite  ;  and  their  union, 
thirtcenfiars^  white  in  a  blue  field,  reprefenting  a  new  conJkU 
laiisn. 
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"  He  attempted  (he  fays)  to  open  the  principal  communi-  1776. 
cation  to  Connefticut,  and  to  force  the  Continental  troops  "^-Jy— ^ 
from  the  poft  they  occupied  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kings- 
bridge,  and  in  profecution  of  this  plan,  his  troops  pafl'ed  with 
their  boats,through  Hell-Gate,  taking  the  advantage  of  a  thick 
fpg  to  pre^yent  difcovery,  and  the  12th  of  Oftober  landed  on 
jFrog-neck,  near  the  town  o[  Weft-Chefter,  a  frigate  being 
placed  to  cover  the  defcent. 

"  Lieutenant  General  Earl  Piercy  remained, with  two  brig- 
ades, of  Britifh,  and  one  of  Heffians,  in  the  lines  near 
Haerlem,  to  cover  New-York  Rity.]  They  remained  in 
this  fituation  five  days,  waiting  lor  (lores  and  provifions. 
They  then  re-embarked.  A  part  paifed  round  Frog-Neck, 
and  landed  at  Pitt's  Point,  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
main  body  then,  crofTed  over  to  the  fame  place,  on  the  creek, 
opofite  toEaft-Chefter,andapart  advanced  neartoRochelle. 
On  their  march  to  this  ground  a  ikirmilh  enfued.  The  . 
2ifl  ot  Oftober,  the  right  and  center  ot  his  army  moved  to 
the  northward  ot  Rochell,  on  the  road  to  White-Plains, 
leaving  Lieutenant  General  de  Heifter,  toocupy  the  former 
ground-  Lieutenant  Colonel  Rogers,  with  his  corps  of  Ran- 
gers, were  fent  to  take  poffeflion  of  Mare-Neck.  Upon  thefe 
movements  General  Wafhington  detached  a  corps  to  White- 
Plains,  and  moved  his  army  from  their  ftation  at  Kings- 
bridge,  extending  their  force  behind  the  Brunx,  from  Valen- 
tine hills  to  White-Plains,  in  detached  camps,  covering  the 
upper  communication  with  Connefticut,  and  the  road  along 
the  North  River.  His  (Howe's)  army  then  moved,  the 
s8th,  on  to  White-Plains,  in  two  columns,  commanded  by  NoVk 
Lieutenant  Generals  Clinton,  and  de  Heifter  (the  latter  being 
ordered  from  his  former  poft:,  to  join  the  main  body)  Lieu- 
tenant General  Kniphaufen  having  eftablifhed  his  poft,  on 
the  York  fide  of  King's-bridge,  within  cannon-Pnot  oi  Fort- 
Wajkington.  This  poft,  with  fori- Lee,  on  the  oppofite  (hore 
of  Jerfey,  kept  the  command  of  the  navigation  of  the  North 
River,  and  barred  the  communication  with  New-York,  by 
land.  They  prepared  to  attack  it,  and  with  thirty  boats, 
paffcd  the  North  River  on  the  night  of  the  14th  of  November, 
and  on  the  i^ih,  in  the  evening,  Adjutant-Genera!  Paterfon 
was  fent  to  i'ummons  Fort  Walhington  to  furrender.  Fort- 
Lee  was  the  next  objeft,  for  the  entire  command  of  North  Riv- 
er, and  a  ready  road  to  penetrate  the  Jerfies.  It  was  iakca 
by  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  advanced  with  the  main  body,  and 
on  the  24th  ot  November,  took  poITefTion  of  Newark  [in 
the  Jerfies,"] 

The  Continental  accounts  furnifh  the  following  particulars, 
relative  to  the  contents  of  General  Howe's  letter. 

Vol.  IL  L 
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1776,  "  About  the  middle  of  Oclober,  the   BrltiQi  troops    that 

^— *y^— '  were  landed  atTrog's-Point,  about  eighteen  miles  S.  E.  oi 
New-York  bridge,  pufhed  forward  with  great  expedition, 
towards  the  bridge  leading  from  the  point  to  the  main.  But 
a  body  of  Continental  rifle  men  being  ftationed  near  it,  took, 
up  the  bridge,  and  impeded  their  progrefs.  The  Britilh 
were  reinforced,  and  a  large  body  was  landed  at  Rodman's- 
Polnt.  Major  General  Lee  fent  a  fmall  party  to  attack 
them,  and  to  retreat  back  to  the  place  where  he  was,  with 
a  large  body  in  the  front,  and  another  in  a  flanking  party  ; 
they  obeyed  the  orders  of  the  General,  and  the  enemy  fol- 
lowed them  till  they  caiie  within  fifty  yards  of  General 
Lee,  till  then  undifcovered  ;  his  troops  gave  them  a  very 
heavy  fire,  which  put  them  into  confufion  ;  upon  which  the 
flanking  party  played  upon  th'em  lo  warmly,  that  they  onty 
gave  one  or  two  fires  and  retreated.  This  is  probably  the 
fkirmifh  General  Howe  mentions  they  had  in  their  way  to 
Eaft-Cheller  and  Rochelle.  General  Howe's  main  body 
at  Eaft-Chefter,  extended  towards  Conne6ficut,as  far  asNew- 
Rochelle,  making  a  formidable  front,  of  feveral  miles  in 
length  on  the  found,  attempting  to  outflank  General  Wafh- 
ington.  Some  of  their  fmafl  parties  advanced  as  far  as  Mare- 
Neck — the  two  armies  at  this  time  about  two  miles  diftant 
from  each  other — Y ork- I/l a Jid,  flill  in  pofTefTion  of  the 
Continental  troops,  with  a  garrifon  under  General  Putnam. 
The  enemy  having  advanced  in  great  numbers,  near  to 
White-Plains.*  General  Lee,  with  a  body  of  Continentals, 
were  detached  to  attack  them.  Thcy  foutrht  fmartly  for 
about  an  hour,  in  which  time  one  hundred  and  fifty  ot  his 
men  were  killed  and  wounded — and  a  confiderable  number 
of  the  enemy  fell  in  the  aftion.  An  eminence  near,  and 
N.  W.  of  White-Plains,  was  dlfputed,  and  at  laft  parted 
with,  at  a  Bunker-hill  price. 

The  lofs  of  the  Britilh  at  White-Plains  and  near  it,  by 
their  own  account,  is  three  hundred  and  fihy  killed,  four 
hundred  and  feventy  wounded,  two  hundred  taken  prifoners. 
As  the  ground  near  the  centre  of  this  town  was  overlooked  by 
adjacent  hills,  the  troops  occupying  it  were  infecure.  The 
Continental  Generals  therefore  drew  offmoft  of  their  troops 
from  the  lines  there. 

The  Britilh  that  were  encamped  there,  llruck  their  tents 
and  removed.  Some  prifoners,  and  two  baggage  waggons, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Continentals  on  their  reUringirom 
that  place. 

*  Ahut  thirty  miles  from  Nao.York  city. 


the  American  War,  83 

Fort-Wafliington,  on   the   ifland   of  New- York,  which       1776. 
had  been  attempted  twice  before,  was  now  reduced  by  the    *-^v— ' 
Britifh,     The  HeJJians  began  the  attack,  and  approached  the 
lines,  within  point  blank  (hot,  when  they  fufFered  greatly, 
being  cut  down  in  whole  ranks  by  the  defenders,  but  they 
being  fupported  by  a  body   of  Britifh,  and  the  place  from 
which  the  garrifon  had  been  fupplied  with  water,  being  in 
poffeffion  of  the  enemy,  the  befieged  found  the- fort  was  not      Nov. 
capable  of  defence,  and  the  befiegers  retufing  the  terms  of- 
fered by  Colonel   Magaw,   he  was  obliged  to  furrender  at 
difcretion  on  the  15th  of  November.    The  enemy's  account 
of  their  lofs  in  attacking  the  lines,  was  900  killed  ;  another 
account  fays  1500  wounded  ;  alfo,  the  garrifon  had  400  kil- 
kd,  and  1600  made  prifoners,  being  their  whole  number. 

After  this  bufinefs  was  accomplifhed,  the  Britilh  landed  a 
Jarge  body  ot  troops  on  the  Jerfey-fhore,  and  proceeded  to 
Fort-Lee,  oppofite  Fort-Walhingion,  which  not  being  tena- 
ble, and  (as  a  perfon  then  on  the  fpot  related)  the  Continen- 
tals were  exceedingly  cramped,  the  place  being  on  a  narrow 
neck  of  land,  between  North  River,  and  the  Hackinfack,and 
their  force  inconfiderable.  Major-General  Greene  who  com- 
manded there,  thought  proper  to  withdraw  and  abandon  the 
fort,  the  2oih  oi  the  month,  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of 
Lord  Cornwallis.* 

The  royal  army  having  now  entered  the  Jerfies,  an  aftion 
took  place  the  28th  of  the  fame  month,  between  fome  of  the 
Pennfylvania  militia,  and  a  tody  of  the  enemy,  who  were  re- 
peatedly repulfed,  in  attempting  to  crofs  the  river  at  Aquin- 
ac-bridge. 

Congrefs  came  into  a  refolution  to  fet  on  foot  a  Lottery, 
for  the  purpofe  of  raifing  a  fura  of  money  for  the  ufe  of  the  Nov. 
United  American  States,  to  bear  an  annual  intereft  of  tour 
per  cent,  to  be  applied  for  carrying  on  the  necefTary  war.  . 
Agreeably  to  the  fcheme,  the  Lottery  confifted  ot  four  claffes, 
of  one  hundred  thoufand  tickets  each,  fybjeft  toa  dedu61ion 
of  fifteen  per  cent,  at  the  price  often,  twenty,  thirty,  forty 
dollars  for  a  ticket  in  each  clafs.  The  higheft  prizes,  ten 
thoufand,  twenty  thoufand,  thirty  thoufand  dollars,  and  the 
fourth  and  laft  clafs,  fifty  thoufand  dollars ;  and  not  one 
blank  and  an  half  to  a  prize.  The  fortunate  adventurers, 
who  {hould  draw  more  than  thirty  or  forty  ddllars,  in  the 
firrt,  fecond  and  third  clalfes,  were  to  receive  a  treafury  bank 
note,  payable  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  an  annual  inter- 
ell  ot  four  per  cent — the  drawers  of  fifty  dollars  int  he  tourtli 

*  Before  they  abandoned  the  fort,  they  hilled  of  the  enemy 
^wenty,  and -abounded  thirty  fwe. 
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lyn^,     clafs  to  reoelve  iheir  money  immediately',  witbout  any  de- 
*''^ry,.|.^    du61icn;  and  all  who  drew    more,  to   have  bank   treasury 
notes  without  deduftion — rthe  intereil  to  commence   from 
the  laft  day  of  drawing. 

Decejiiber.  This,  month  is  replete  with  many  rae<-norable  events*, 
General  Howje  having  formed  a  defign  to  make  a  defcena 
on  Rkodeljland  State,  detached  a  part  oi  his  force,  the  firfl 
of  this  month,  to  gain  pofTeffion  of  Newport  Ifland,  the  cap- 
ital. 

Commodore  Sir  Peter  Parker,  having   with   him   about 
feventy  fail  of  tranfportj,  arrived  in  Newport  harbour,  ^ight 
days  after.     The^  troops    were   landed    under   direftiqn  of 
'  Captain  Caulfield  (of  the  Commodore's  Ihip,  who  had,  com- 

mand ot  the  flat-boats.)  He  immediately  took  poffelbon 
of  the  Ifland,  no  refiftauce  being  made — many  ot.the  in- 
habitants being  loyalilts,  received  them  gladly.  General 
Clinton,  Earl  Piercy,  Major-General  Prefcot  and  Lord- 
William  Campbell,  were  on  this  expedition.  The  number 
of  troops  was  between  five  and  fix  thoufand,  among  whom 
were  fome  light  horfe,  a  number  of  Heflians,  occ. 

A  large  body  of  militia  were  coHefled  at  Providence,  anA 
the  towns  adjacent,  to  prevent  their  penetrating  the  main,  it 
they  had  attempted  it. 

Becember.  The  affairs  of  the  United  States  at  this  period,  wore  a  dif- 
couraging  afpeft.  Major-General  Gates  had  not  y^et  re- 
turHcd  from  the  northern  department,  and  Major-Generai 
Lee,  with  a  divifion  of  Continentals,  was  at  Morriflown,at  a 
diflance  from  the  American  camp.  The  Continental  troops 
were  now  reduced  to  a  fmall  number,  the  time  of  the  enlill- 
ment  of  the  greater  part,  had  expired,  and  they  could  not  be 
prevailed  onto  contmue  till  their  places  could  be  fupplied 
with  new  levies ;  thefe  circumftances  were  not  unknown  to 
the  enemy.  Their  late  fuccefsat  Fort-Walhington  and  Lee, 
and  at  Newport,  together  with  the  prefent  flate  of  the  Conti- 
nental army,  and  their  having  got  poffefTion  of  Brunf- 
wick,  in  the  Jerfies,  gave  them  the  moft  flattering  profpeds 
of  accomplifhing  their  defigns,  and  vanquifhing  the  Conti- 
nental forces.  General  Walhingtom  thought  proper  now  to 
retire  from  the  Hackinfack,  Howe's  troops  made  a  forced 
inarch  to  come  up  with  the  Continetals ;  they  had  got  within 
two  miles  of  Princetown,  wben  Lord  Stirling  began  his  re- 
treat. General  Wafhington,  finding  he  could  not  maintain 
his  ground  in  the  Jerfies,  with  his  liiiU  army,  he  prudently 
determined  tocrofs  the  Delaware.  Boats  from  every  quar- 
ter were  provided,  and  the  Continental  troops  and  llores  con- 
veyed over  the  Delaware. 

General  Wafhington  taking  his  quarters  within  a  mile  of 
the  riv?r,  it  was  the  defign   oi   General  Howe  to  have  pur- 
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fi*6<Jr  th^m  wBthibiJ  troops,  and  entirely  to  rout  and  break  tip       1776; 
the  Continental  army,  but  was  prevented  from  the  purfuiti     ^^--v— * 
by  the  precaution  of  General  Wafliington,  who,  upon  leaving 
the  Jerfies,  had  ordered  all  the  boats  left  on  that  fliore  to  be 
deftroyed.     General  Howe,  in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
maine,  of  the  20th  of  this  month,  informs  him,  "that  the^ 
firfl  divifionof  his  troops  advancing  to  Trenton,  reached  the: 
Delaware  foon  after  General  Wafhington's  rear  guard  had  December. 
crofTed  it."  The  royalifts  could  proceed  no  farther. 

The  royalifts  being  informed  that  General  Lee  was  at  a  Dec.  13. 
houfe  m  Bafkenridge,  in  New- Jer fey,, three  or  four  miles  dif- 
ant  Irom  his  corps.  Colonel  Harcourt  was  fent  with  a  de- 
tachment of  dragoons.  They  having  arrived  at  the  houfe» 
fired  a  great  number  of  fhotinto  it,  and  the  General  finding 
po  means  of  efcape,  furrendered  himfelf  to  the  party. 

They  mounted  him  on  a  horfe,  and  rode  off  with  him  in 
triumph,  and  in  fuch  hafte,  they  could  not  allow  him  time  to 
get  his  cloak  and  hat,  and  conveyed  him  to  New-York.* 

From  Colonel  Woodford's  account  of  an  aftion  he  had 
with  a  party  of  the  royalifts,  near  the  Great-Bridge,  Wil- 
liamiburgh,  Virginia,  the  following  is  collefted  :  A  defert- 
er,  fyys  the  Colonel,  has  completely  taken  in  his  Lordfhip  Dec.  15. 
(Cornwallis.)  He  informed  them  that  not  more  than  ihiee 
hundred  fhirtmen  (riflemen)  were,  there. 

Captain  Leflie  with  all  the  regulars,  about  two  hundred, 
was  difpatched,  with  about  three  hundred  black  and  white 
flaves,  and  croiTed  the  bridge  in  the  morning,  when  the  Col- 
onel's men  had  juft  got  under  arms.  Lieutenant  Batfet 
commanded  the  advanced  party,  and  Captain  Fordyce,  of  the 
grenadiers,  led  ihe  van  with  his  company,  and  had  the  mif- 
tortune  tf>  fall  m  the  aftion  which  enfued — who  for  his  con- 
du£f  and  bravery  (the  Colonel  fays)  deferved  a  better  fate, 
as  well  as  the  brave  fellows  who  fell  with  him,  who  behav-' 
ed  like  heroes. 

They  marched  up  to  the  breaft  works  with  fixed  bayon- 
ets, but  the  fire  againft  them  vN'as  fo  well  direfted,  as  to  oc- 
cafion  great  carnage  amongft  them.  None  of  the  blacks  in 
the  rear  with  Lieutenant  Leflie  advanced  further  than  the 
bridge,  near  which  they  had  a  fort.  Colonel  Woodford's 
vittory  was  complete.'  The  ene'my  carried  off  their  dead 
and  wounded,  and  two' pieces  of  cannon,  under  cover  of  the 
guns  of  the  fort.  Colonel  Woodford  took  prifoner  Lieu- 
tenant  Batfet,  the  commander,  and  fixteen  privates, all  wound- 
ed, thirty- five  ftand  of  arms,  and  accoutrements,  three  of- 
ficers' fufees,  powder,  ball  cartridges,  &c. 

*  There  he  remained  till  March  or  April,  1778,  when  he 
%vas  exchanr/d  for  General  Prefcott,  taken  at  Newport. 


86  ^»t  Hiporical  Journal  of 

1776*  This,  the  Colonel  fays,  was  a  fecond  Bunkfr-hi!l  affeir, 

■    ^     *    in  miniature,  with  this  difference,  that  we  kept  our  poll,  and 
had  only  one  man  wounded  in  the  hand. 

The  royal  army  now  in  poffeflion  ot  the  Jerfies,  were 
fcattered  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  occupied  many  of 
the  towns — flufhed  with  their  late  fucceffes,  and  anticipating 
the  total  de{ira£iion  oi  the  Continental  army — but  a  fur- 
prifing  reverfe  of  fortune  we  fliall  prefently  fee  takes  place. 
December,  Lord  Cornwallis  went  to  New- York  with  a  defign,  it  was 
faid,  to  embark  tor  England;  and  Major-General  Vaughan 
had  command  of  the  troops  in  the  Jerfies.  A  writer,  be- 
fore cited,  takes  notice  of  the  retreat  over  the  Delaware,  and 
fays,  "  That  both  officers  and  men,  though  greatly  harraffed 
and  fatigued,  frequently  without  reft,  covering,  or  provifion, 
(the  inevitable  confequences  of  a  long  retreat)  bore  it  with 
a  martial  and  manly  Ipirit,  all  their  wifties  were  one, 
which  was  that  the  country  would  turn  out,  and  help  them 
to  drive  the  enemy  back."  He  then  applies  to  General 
Walhington,  a  remark  ot  Voltaire's,  on  King  William, 
*'  That  he  never  appeared  to  full  advantage,  but  in  difficult- 
ies and  in  aftion."  The  application  ot  this  remark  will  be 
allowed  to  be  juft,  if  the  critical  fituation  ot  the  American 
General,  is  taken  into  view,  and  the  wifdom  and  magna- 
nimity he  difcovercd  at  this  very  important  crifis. 

The  Villagers  in  the  Jerfies  iuffered  greatly  by  the  ene- 
my'stroops,  ravaging,  plundering,and  offering  great  indecen- 
cies to  the  female  inhabitants.  The  following  is  related  with 
fuch  circumftances  as  to  gain  full  credit :  "  A  farmer  near 
Woodbridge,  hearing  the  cries  of  his  daughter,  rufhed  into 
the  room,  and  found  an  Heffian  officer  attempting  to  ravifh 
her,  in  a  lit  of  rage  he  killed  the  officer ;  but  the  poor  man 
was  ungeneroufly  wounded  by  the  officer's  party  who  came 
up  foon  after."* 
Dec.  19.  The  King's  Commiffioners,  at  New- York,  now  tried  the 
force  of  another  proclamation,  which  this  day  made  its  ap- 
pearance. It  mentions  the  terms  on  which  they  would  grant 
pardons,  and  limits  the  time — and  in  a  high  authoritative 
tone,  charges,  and  commands  all  who  were  affembled  inarms 
againft  his  Majefly,  to  difband — and  all  under  the  names  of 
General  or  Provincial  Congreffes,  Committees,  Conven- 
tions,'&c.  to  defift  from  their /r^a/o?7fl^/^  praftices  and  re- 
iinquifli  their  ufurped  power,  within  fixty  days  from  the 
date  of  the  proclaniation — and  to  fubfcribe  a  declaration  to 
remain  peaceably,  not  to  take  up  arms,  nor  encourage  others. 
Upon  compliance  with  the  above,  they  were  to  receive  a  full 
and  free  pardon. 

*  William  Smith,  of ,  Smith's -jar  m,  nearWoodbridge,  is, 
faid  to  he  this  unfortunate  man. 
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This  proclamation  had  no  efFeft— it  was  occafioned  by      1776. 
the  apparently  iorlorn  ftate  of  the  Continental  army  at  this     ^     ^     ' 
time.     The  States  were  not  confcious  ot  any  treafon  they  Dcumbcr, 
had  been  guilty  ot,  unlefs  defending  their  liberties  and  prop- 
erties, againft  invafion,  could  be  deemed  fuch;  befides,  the 
proclamation  proceeded  from  an  authority,  the  whole  conti- 
tinenthad  already  abjured — and  notwithftanding  the  dark 
appearances  on  the  fide  of  the  States,  they  irufting  in  the 
juftice  of  their  caufe — we  do  not  find  any  who  complied 
with  the  haughty  demand  of  the  proclamation. 

Congrefs  were  ;ipprehenfive  that  the  royal  army  would 
pay  a  vifit  to  Philadelphia,  and  taking  into  confideration  the 
religious  tenets  of  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  denomi- 
nated Quakers,  which  would  not  allow  of  their  taking  up 
arms,  and  which  had  been  a  great  clog  to  the  military  oper-  * 
ations  of  the  Pennfylvanians — they  judged  it  proper  to  lay 
before  the  people,  the  hazard  that  would  attend  the  fuccefs 
of  the  enemy,  and  getting  into  their  capital ;  for  this  purpofe 
Congrefs  ordered  hand-bills  to  be  ffruck  off,  and  circulated 
through  the  State,  to  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger, 
and  the  defence  of  their  property,  and  to  convince  the  Conti- 
nent that  onefpirit  aduated  the  whole. 

This  dddrefs  had  a  good  effeft  in  the  fouthern  States,  they 
were  excited  thereby  to  more  vigorous  exertions. 

The  Philadelphians  at  this  crifis,  thought  it  prudent  tofuf- 
pend  their  private  bufinefs,  fecure  their  effefts,  and  provide 
lor  their  common  fafety.  Congrefs  removed  to  Baltimore 
(in  the  State  of  Maryland,  about  120  miles  below  Philadel- 
phia.)        And 

General  Wafhington  entered  upon  the  execution  of  a 
very  important  plan,  and  almofl  a  defperate  one,  to  check  the 
iriteiided  progrefs  ot  the  enemy,  and  to  raife  the  fpirits  ot 
bis  little  army.  This  celebrated  General,  had  not,  at  this 
junfture,  under  his  immediate  command,  more  than  2^00, 
or  3000  men,  to  oppofe  a  vi6lorious  army,  of  thrice  the  num- 
ber ;  yet  with  this  handful  of  raen,he  baftled  the  defigns 
of  Howe's  large  army,  and  prevented  his  carrying  them 
into  effeft  at  this  time,  by  a  judiciousand  well  timed  ma- 
ncEuvre. 

An  advanced  party  of  the  enemy  being  quartered  at  Tren- 
ton, General  Wafhington  concerted  a  plan  to  furprife  them, 
and  in  order  to  accomplifli  it,  he  re-crofTed  the  Delaware, 
and  landed  on  the  Jerfey  fhore,  early  in  the  morning,  of  the 
26th  of  this  inonih,  with  about  twenty-four  hundred  men,* 

*  An  intelligent  officer,  who  was  in  the  aSion,  informed 
the  compiler  of  this  Journal,  there  was  2250.  of  which 
only  J  600  loe re  Continental  regulars. 
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1776.  among  whom  were  fome  companies  of  artillery,  with  eigb. 
c-4<— '  teen  field  pieces :  They  formed  into  two  divifions ;  ihe  one 
J)ec.  26.  commanded  by  Major-Genera!  Sullivan,  the  otber  by  Major- 
General  Greene,  and  the  whole,  by  his  Excellency  General 
s  Waihincton.  The  attack  began  at  leven  o'clock,  by  the 
vanguard  of  Sullivan's  dlvifion,  who  attacked  the  Heflian 
advanced  guard,  about  a  mile  from  the  town,  which  they 
foon  drove,  when  the  whole  pulhed,  with  the  utmoft  vig- 
our, for  the  town,  which  they  immediately  entered.  Gen- 
eral' Greene's  divifion  attacked  the  town  on  the  other  fide,  at 
the  fame  time  ;  fifteen  minutes  decided  the  aaion  in  favour, 
of  the  Continentals,  and  the  enemy  threw  down  their  arms. 
The  Continental  troops,  finding  many  of  their  guns  would 
UOt  go  off,  owing  to  their  being  expofed  to  a  violent  ftorm 
of  fnow  and  rain,  for  fix  hours,  they  charged  their  bayonets, 
and  giving  three  cheers,  ruOied  wi'th  impetuoTity  on   the 

Heflians.  "  /->  r  i. 

By  General  Wafiiington's  account  to  Congrets,  ",the 
l-oyal  force  at  Trenton  were,  three  Heffian  battallions,  viz. 
Landfpatch,  Kniphaufen,  and  Rahl,  and  a  party  of  Britifti 
light  horfe.ail  underthecommad  of  Colonel  Rahl,  who  diedof 
his  wounds  foon  after  the  aaion."  Fifty  were  killed  and  918 
made  prifoners,  among  whom  were  go  Commiffion  offi- 
cers.* The  Continentals  alfo  gained  fix  brafs  cannon  (two 
of  them  12  pounders)  1200  fmall  arms,*feven  ftandards,  and 
other  trophies,  a  large  quantity  of  military  mufic,  baggage 
&Ci  &c.  On  the  fide  ot  the  Continentals  not  more  than 
20  were  killed  and  wounded. 

General  Waffiington  gave  theHeffians  all  their  baggage, 
and  fent  them  to  the  weftern  counties  of  Pennfylvania,  un- 
fearched.  The  genero/ity  of  the  General,  fo  contrary  to  the 
conduct  of  the  enemy  on  fimilar  occafions,  excited  in  their 
breafts  a  veneration  for  their  amiable  conqueror,  whom  they 
ftiled  "■  a  very  good  rebel." 

The  royal  troops  at  Bordentown  foon  had  the  alarm, 
which  was'communicated  to  all  their  parties  along  the  river. 
Alter  they  had  remained  under  arms  lor  fome  time,  inftead 
of  marching  to  oppofe  the  Continentals,  they  retired,  and 
left  them  to  take  pof^eflion  ot  Bordentown,  Mount  Holly, 
and  Burlington. 

C  Thirty. f  ve  kjlled, 
*  ^he  royalifiiaccount  is,  <  Sixty  wounded, 

•-  \^^^%  made  prifoners. 

■^"\  Total,    1048. 
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The  aOiion  at  Trenton,  and  its  attendant  confequences,  1776. 
thanged  the  fcene,  and  gave  a  fudden  turn  to  appearances  in  ^  '^«>^ 
favour  of  the  United  States.  Dec^mbir^ 

Gongrefs  conterred  on  their  Generaliflimo  more  ample 
powers,  and  appointed  him  Dictator,  for  the  limited  term  o£ 
fix  months  ;  to  reform  and  new  model  the  military  arrange- 
jnents,  in  fuch  manner  as  he  judged  beft  tor  the  public  fer- 
vice. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  o\  Independeoce,  Gongrefs  ap- 
pointed the  following  Commiflionerson  behalf  ot  the  States, 
viz.  Benjamin  Franklin,  who  arrived  there  this  month,  Silas 
Deane,  and  Arthur  Lee,*  Efqrs.  to  manage  their  affairs  in 
France  and  Spain,  to  cultivate  an  acquaintance  with  them, 
and  procure  their  friendfhip,  and" fome  other  of  the  Europe- 
an powers,  and  to  give  them  aright  underftanding  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  controverfy,  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America.  Thefe  gentleman  Jiappily  fuCceeded 
in  their  commiflion,  and  procured  fupplies  ot  iuch  warlike^ 
and  other  articles,  as  were  neceffary  for  the  States ;  not  from 
the  Gourt  of  France  (they  not  having  yet  interfered)  but 
tVom  the  Merchants,  by  their  agreements  with  the  Com- 
miffioners. 

Their  negociations  in  France,  were  viewed  by  Lord  Star- 
mont,  the  Britifh  AmbafTador  there,  with  a  jealous  eye  ;  and 
to  prevent  their  further  fuccefs,  he  prefented  a  memorial  to 
that  Court.  "  He  hoped  (he  faid;  his  Moll  Ghriftian  Ma- 
jelly  would  fo  far  extend  his  neutrality  and  friendfhip,  as  to 
prohibit  the  merchants  in  his  dominions,  from  affording 
thofe  of  America  (with  whom  they  now  trade  openly)  fuch 
vafl  fuccours  as  have  hitherto  been  turnifhed.  Above  all, 
he  hopes,  that  Meffrs.  Deane  and  Franklin,  may  be  reftrain- 
ed  in  their  meafures,  which  have  been  gradually  unfolded, 
fo  as  to  become  lefs  and  lefs  equivocal.  The  papers  annex- 
ed to  this  memorial  (fays  his  Lordfhip)  will  amply  difplay 
the  nature  of  the  progrefs  of  Mr.  Deane's  negociation,  that 
aiter  peiufal,  it  might  reafonably  be  expected,  that  he  ihould 
be  delivered  up."  Bu^  tht  Court  of  France  did  not  meddle 
in  this  mercantile  bufinefs. 

After  General  Wafliington's  fuccefs  at  Trenton,  he  paff- 
ed  again  over  the  Delaware,  into  Philadelphia,  with  the 
prifoners,  cannon,  &c.  he  had  taken. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Gontinentals,  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft 
year,  was  followed  with  another  victory  in  their  favour,  at 
the  opening  of  this.     The  vigilant  Wafhington,  improved      X^??. 

*  The  latter  gentleman   was  chofen  in  tht   room   of  Mr, 
^efferfon,  who  declined  going  to  Frcnct,  at  this  time. 
Vol.  II.  xM 
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tyny.     the  advantage  he  had  juft  now  gained,  and  **  having  recciv- 
V— y—-*    ed  reinforcements  from  Virgijiia,  Maryland,  and  the  militia 

Janaary.  of  Pennfylvania,  he  repaffed  the  Delaware  into  Jerfey."* 
Lord  CornwalHs  having  deterred  his  voyage  to  England, 
returned  from  New-York  to  the  Jerfies ;  and  being  inform- 
ed that  General  Waftiington  was  ported  at  Trenton,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  the  town,  and  General  Wafhington,  in  the 
night,  marched  off  his  troops,  towards  Princetown,  and  fell 
in  with  the  17th  and  55th  regiments,  on  their  march  to  join 

Jan.  3.  Brigadier-General  Leflie,  at  Maidenhead.  On  the  third,  an 
aftion  commenced  between  them,  in  which  the  Continent- 
als were  viflorious,  and  according  to  General  Howe's 
own  account,  "  the  lofs  to  his  Majefty's  troops,  is  feventeen 
killed,  and  nearly  two  hundred  wounded  and  mifTing. 
Captain  Leflie  ot  the  17th  is  among  the  lew  killed."  (An- 
other account  has  it,  feventy-four  killed,  which  appears 
more  probable] — The  Continental  account  greatly  exceeds 
the  above ;  the  killed  and  prifoners,  they  reckon,  about  five 
hundred — it  alfo  mentions  their   taking    fome  field   pieces, 

;,.,..  blankets,  flores,  waggons,  &c.     General  Howe  acknowledg- 

est  one  regiment,  viz.  the  17th,  could  not  ftand  their 
ground;  and  that  ^zwo  others,  the  ^^th,  and  40th  retired  to 
jBrunfwick,  where  they  were  callefting  their  force.  On 
the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  they  have  to  regret  the  lofs  of 
a   valuable   gallant   officer,  Brigadier-General  Mercer,  of 

*...  Vir^ginia,  who  commanded  the  fouthern  militia.     A  fpefta- 

tor  of  his  remains,  at  Philadelphia  (where  they  were  inter- 
red with  military  honours)  gave  the  following  account  to 
the  public  :  "  His  body,  covered  with  wounds  and  mangled, 
was  expofed  to  public  view,  and  after  he  had  furrendered 
himfelf,  the  enemy,  deaf  to  the  voice  of  humanity,  and  the 
law  of  nations,  ftabbed  him  with  their  bayonets,  and  with 
the  butt  end  ot  a  muflcet,  battered  and  disfigured  his  face;" 
The  above  aflion  was  within  three  miles  of  Princetown, 
•whither  General  Wafhington  went,  but  foon  quitted  it, 
■with  his  troops,  by  way  of  Kingflown,  breaking  down  the 
bridges  behind  them,  and  crofTed  the  Mill- ftone  river.  Up- 
on finding  this,  Lord  CornwalHs  retired  to  Brunfwick. 
Some  other  of  the  royal  troops,  under  Major-General 
Vaughan,  afTembled  at  Elizabeth-town  ;  but  they  abandon- 
ed it  the 7th  of  the  month,  when  fome  Waldeckers,  High- 
landers, and  fome  baggage  waggons,  tell  into  the  hands  of 

*  So  General  Howe,  zvrites,  to  Lord  George  Gcrmainc,ths 
^th  oj  January. 

f  Sethis  Utter  of  January  ^th,  to  Lord  George  Germaine, 
printed  in  the  public  papers. 
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the  Continentals.    The  royalifts  were  in  pofTefRon  only  of      ^777' 
Perth,  Amboy,  and  Brunfwick,  in  the  Jerfies.     General     v    y.    / 
Wafhington,  by  the  battle  near  Princetown,  and  his  well    7an.  23. 
judged  movements,  gained  great  advantages  of  the  enemy. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Parker,  of  the  6th  Virginia  regi- 
ment, had  an  aftion  with  an  efcort  of  600  royalifts,  of  the 
28th  and  37th  regiments ;  in  the  attack,  their  commander. 
Colonel  Prefton,  was  killed,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Par- 
ker, not  being  properly  fupported,  was  obliged  to  retreat, 
after  having  killed  of  the  enemy  twenty-five,  and  wounded 
about  forty.  This  efcort  was  moving  frohi  Brunfwick  to 
Amboy. 

A  few  loyalifts  belonging  to  the  fouthern  States,  having 
figned  a  declaration  ol  fidelity  to  the  King,  &c.  and  engaged 
not  to  take  up  arms  again  ft  him,  nor  encourage  others  to  do 
it.  General  Wafhington  ifTued  a  proclamation  of  this  date,  Jan.  2^. 
requiring  fuch  perfons,  to  repair  to  his  head  quarters,  at  Mor- 
riftown,  or  to  the  quarters  of  the  neareft  general  officer, 
(till  further  notice  could  be  taken  of  it,  by  civil  authority)  10 
take  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  or  to  withdraw 
themfelves  and  families  within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  if  not 
complied  with  in  thirty  days,  they  would  be  confidered  as  en- 
emies to  the  States,  and  treated  as  fuch. 

General  Dickinfon  defeated  a  party  of  about  500,  took  40  Jan.  26. 
waggons,  upwards  of  100  horfes,  and  fome  fheep  and  cattle 
they  had  colle6fed.  This  was  performed  by  a  body  of  mili- 
tia, near  Somerfet  court-houfe,  on  Milftone  river.  General 
Wafhington  by  letter,  informed  Congrefs,  that  this  aftion  re- 
flefted  the  higheft  honour  on  General  Dickinfon  ;  lor, 
though  his  were  all  raw  troops,  he  led  them  through  the 
river,  middle  deep,  and  gave  the  enemy  fo  fevere  a  charge, 
that,  although  fupported  by  three  field  pieces,  they  gave  way, 
and  left  their  convoy. 

The  Marquis  de  La  Fayette  arrived  this  month,  at  Charlef- 
ton  (S.  C.)  from  France,  and  immediately  engaged  in  the 
Continental  (ervice. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend  (in  debate  on  an  atlfwer  to  the  Feb,  10. 
King's  fpeech  delivered  in  January) exprefled  himfelt  thus, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  :  "  We  have  put  the  Colonies 
totally  out  of  our  proteflion.  We  have  forbid  them  the 
exercife  of  every  trade  but  that  of  arms,  and  have,  by  (hefe 
means,  forced  them  to  take  up  their  arms,  and  ufe  them 
againft  ourfelves.  We  profefs  to  involve  the  innocent  fub- 
je61s  of  America  with  the  guilty — our  reftriciions  did  not 
only  deprive  them  of  trade,  but  even  of  food — Are  we  to 
wonder  at  their  declaringthemfelves  independent  ?" 
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1777,         A  fmall  party  of  Continentals  ftationed  at  Quibbletown,  in 
«w-«^*— >    the  Jerlies,  was  attacked  by  a   large  body  ot  the  royalifts, 
Feb.   13.    ffom  Brunfwick;  Colonel  Scott,  their   commander,  having 
retreated  with  them  about  a  mile,  was  reintorced  fr®m  Lord 
Stirling's  divifion,  with   four  peices  of  cannon,  when  they 
renewed  the  action,  and  forced  the  enemy  to  retire,  leaving 
300  dead  on  the  field,  and  took  about  100  prifoners. 
Feb.   16,         A  flcirmiih  took  place  in  New-York  State,  near  King's- 
bridge,  between  a  party  of  Continentals  and  a  party  of  roy- 
alifti',  in  which  a  few  were  killed  and  wounded  on  both  fides, 
among  the  killed  was  one  Captain,  and  two  Lieutenants  erf 
the  royalifts.     The  next  morning,  the  Continental  guard- 
houfe  was  furrounded  by  the  royalifls,  when  the  Continen- 
tals  took  fome  of  them  prifoners. 
Feb.   a-'.        The  Britifh  government  had  in  contemplation  a  plan,  to 
fend  American  prifoners  in  iheir  pofleflion,  to  the  Eaft-In- 
dies,  irom  whence  it  is  probable  they  would  never  have  re- 
turned ;  but  it  was,  for  fome  reafons,  laid  afide. 

The  American  Piracy  bill,  propofed  by  Lord  North,  and 
brought  into  the  Houfe  oi  Commons  by  Lord  George  Ger. 
maine,  was  paffed  by  Parliament  this  day,  by  a  majority  oi 
jj.     It  enabled  the  King  to  fecureand  detain  perfons  charg- 
ed with  high  trcafon  in  America,  or  tor  piracy  on  the  high 
feas,  &c.     Such  prefons  as  were  taken  in  American  armed 
veflTels,  on  the  high  feas,  are  by  this  aft  deemed  pirates  ;  and 
fuch  as  are  taken  in  arms  in  the  Colonies,  are  deemed  trai- 
tors ;  and  to  be  kept  in  cufiody,  without  bail  cr  mainprize, 
until  the  firft  day  of  January,    1788,  and  not  to  be  tried  be- 
fore, without  orders  horn  tb.e  Privy  Council.* 
fd>.  21.         The  following  circumftance,  was  the  foundation  of  the 
difputes,  between  England  and  Holland  :  Sir  jofeph  Yorke^ 
the  Britilh  Ambafiador,  z??  Holland^  prefented  a  memorial  to 
theStates  General,  complaining  cl  the  conduct  of  iheSi€ur  de 
Graaf^  fheDutchGovernourol  St.Euftatius,  for  ^s'iom';?^  to  con- 
nive at  the  arming  of  American  veifels  in  St.  Enftatius;  and  for 
permitting  the  capture  of  an  Englifii  velfel,  by  an  American 
fnrate,  under  the  gun's  of  his  fort,  and  that  he  had,  from  a  prin- 
cipal fort,  returned  a  falute  to  the  rebel  colours,  &c.   The  En- 
glifh  Ambaffador  demanded  of  the  States  General,  a  formal 
difavowal    of  the  falute,   and  the  immediate   difmiffion  of 
Governour  de  Graaf,     This   memorial  was  ill  received  by 
their    High-MightinefTes.      They  gave  the  Ambafl'ador   a 
laconic  anfwer  ;  and  refolved  to  demand  fatisfaftion  for   the 
affront  offered  them,  and  ordered  an  equipment  of  a  number 
of  their  (hips  of  war. 

*  See  Mr.  Burke's  remarks  en   this  a£I,  printed  in  t 
public  papers. 
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General  Maxwell,  in  the  Jerfies,  with  about  1400,  chiefly  1777. 
militia,  obliged  a  large  foraging  party  of  the  royaiifts  tore-  v  myJ^ 
treat,  with  the  lofs  of  a  confiderablc  number,  killed  and  Feb.  23. 
wouxided. 

Governour  Livingfton,  in  a  fpeech  to  the  General  Afl^iHv  feb,  2^, 
bly  of  New-Jerfcy,  reprefents  the  violence  and  rapine  ot  the 
royaiifts,  in  that  State  :  "  They  have  (he  fays)  plundered 
friends  and  foes  ;  effefts,  capable  of  divifion,  they  have  di- 
vided ;  fuch  as  were  not,  they  have  deftroyed  :  They  have 
warred  upon  decriped  old  age,  warred  upon  defencelefs 
youth  ;  they  have  committed  hoftilities  againft  the  profef- 
fors  ot  literature,  and  the  minifters  of  religion,  againft  pub- 
lic records  and  private  monuments,  books  ^  improvement, 
and  papers  of  curiofity;  and  againft  the  arts  and  fciences  : 
They  have  butchered  the  wounded,  afking  for  quarter,  mang- 
led the  dead,  weltring  in  their  blood,  refufedto  the  dead,  the 
rites  ot  fepulchre,  fuffered  prifoners  to  perifli  for  wantot  fuf- 
tenance ;  violated  the  chaftity  of  woraen^  disfigured  private 
dwellings  of  tafte  and  elegance  ;  and,  in  the  rage  ot  impiety 
and  barbarifm,  profaned  edifices  dedicated  to  Almighty 
God." 

The  following  is  an  extra6l  from  Mr.  Galloways  reply,  to 
obfervaiions  of  General  Howe,  publilhed  in  England  : 

"  All  and  more  than  I  have  faid,  in  my  letters  to  a  noble^ 
man,  refpecfing  indifcriminate  and  exceffive  plunder,  is 
known  to  thoufands  within  the  Britilh  lines,  and  to  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  now  in  England ;  and  in  refpeft  to  the 
rapes,  the  I36I  alledged  does  not  depend  on  the  credit  ot 
newfpapers ;  a  folemn  enquiry  was  made,  and  affidavits  tak- 
en, by  which  it  appears  that  no  lefs  than  twenty-three  were 
committed  in  one  neighbourhood,  in  New-Jerfey ;  fome  of 
them  on  married  women,  in  prefence  of  their  helplefs  huf- 
bands,  and  others  on  daughters,  while  the  unhappy  parents, 
with  unavailing  tears  and  cries,  could  only  deplore  the  fav- 
age  brutality.  Amer.  Herald. 

It  rauft  be  remarked  here,  that  the  reporter  of  the  tore- 
going  is  not  an  enemy,  but  airlend  to  the  Britifli  caufe. 

Mr.  Galloway  had  been  fpeaker  of  the  Pennfylvania 
Houfe  ot  Alfembly,  and  a  member  ot  Congrefs  for  that  State ; 
but  deferted  the  American  cauff,  and  went  over  to  the  ene- 
my, at  New-Yojk,  and  at  the  time  of  publifhing  the  above, 
Jie  was  in  England. 

In  the  northern  department,  a  party  of  Indians  in  the  March, 
Britifh  interelt,  attacked  thirty  odd  unarmed  recruits,  with 
two  officers,  in  their  way  from  Ticonderoga  to  Fort-George, 
to  join  their  corps.  Tliey  were  afleep  round  a  fire — the 
favages  tomahawked  fome  of  them  on  the  fpot.  Not  more 
than  three  of  this  p-irty  (it  was  reported)  efcaped  from  the 
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iijy.     favages — they  pufhed  on  for  Canada,  and  were  purfued  by 
\.  yi  /    Colonel  Whitcomb,  with  fome  Continentals,  who  overtook, 
and  killed  and  wounded  feveral  of  the  Indians. 
Marcho.^.      Theroyalifts  were  prevented  from  fully   executing  their 
defign,  in  an  expedition  to   Peck's-Kill,  by   the  good  con- 
duel  of  General  Mc.  Dpugal,  who  commanded  there. 

About  500- oi  the  royalifts  were  detached  from  New- 
York,  under  command  bi  Colonel  Bird,  with  a  defign  to 
deftroy  fome  ftores  that  were  coUefted  there. 

General  Mc.  Dougal  ordered  the  rum  and  provifions  to 
be  deftroyed,  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands, 
and  the  heavy  artillery  to  be  fent  off,  excepting  one  iron 
twelve  pounder.  The  General  and  his  troops  retired  to  a 
barrack,  two  miles  and  an  hall  from  the  town  ;  the  enemy 
cannonaded  it,  and  wounded  one  man.  General  Mc.  Dou- 
gal then  took  poll  to  fecure  the  pafs  of  the  mountains,  and 
fome  mills,  which  contained  a  quantity  of  flour  and  grain, 
belonging  to  the  Continent.  The  next  day,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Willet,  with  about  fixty  men,  o\  Colonel  Gjnfe- 
woort's  regiment,  got,  undifcovered,  on  the  right  flank  of 
the  enemy's  piquet  guard,  of  100  men,  while  a  unall  party 
Was  lent  on  their  left  to  draw  their  attention,  it  had  the  de- 
fired  €fFe61,  for  Colonel  Willet  got  near  them,  unpcrceived, 
when  a  fhort  fkirmilh  enfued.  The  Cf)!onel  ordered  his 
men  to  fix  bayotiets,  and  rulh  on  them,  on  hearing  which, 
the  enemy  fled  with  great  precipitation.  That  night  thev 
embarked,  and  the  next  morning  General  Mc.  Dougal  took 
repolTefiion  of  the  town. 

Although  the  enemy  did  not  accomplifh  their  whole  pur- 
pofe,  yet  the  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Continent  was  confider- 
able,  in  ram,  molaffes,  flour,  fugar,  &:c. 
March^A.  I"  the  Jerfies,  60  of  the  Continentals,  from  Sampton,  Sec. 
fell  in  with  a  party  of  the  enemy,  near  one  of  their  out  pofls, 
when  a  fmart  engagement  began;  Major  Riiney's  party 
being  inferior  to  the  enemy  (who  were  conftantly  reinforc- 
ed) were  obliged  to  ietreat,  which  he  did  in  fuch  good  order, 
as  not  to  lofe  a  man;  he  was  reinforced  by  Ramfay's 
battalion  of  Maryland  militia,  and  fome  Virginia  volun- 
teers, who  drove  the  enemy  into  their  breafl  works.  The 
affair  ended  in  favour  of  the  Continentals. 
April  ^,  ■  ^  party  of  Continentals,  furrounded  a  piquet  of  the  roy- 
alifls — killed  feven,  one  of  them  laid  to  be  a  Lieutenant 
Frazier,  of  the  /iff  Britifh  regiment. 

Major-General  Lincoln,  who  had  a  command  of  Conti- 
nentals at  Bound-Brook,  writes  thus :  "  The  enemy  having 
found  means  to  evade  the  obfervation  of  our  patroles,  at- 
tacked our  fmall  encampment  in  different  parts;  which 
obliged  us  to  retire  to  the  mountains  in  our  rear.     We  lofl 
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three  field  pieces,  and  a  few  men."     Whiift  the  Generai     ,^777' 
went  to  the  place  firft  attacked,  fome  of  his  papers,  and  his    ClwiV 
baggage  tell  into  the  enemy's  hands.     We   had   about  500 
men,  who  were  extended  the  diftance  ot  tour  or  five  miles. 
The  enemy's  force,  about  4000,  with  tour  or  fi,ve  general 
officers  ;  they  remained  about  two  hours  in  the  little  village, 
and  after  deftroying  a  few  ftores,  retired  to  their  quarters,       ' 
at   Brunfwick,  and   General   Lincoln,    with  his    party  to 
theirs. 

A  Ihip  from  Bourdeau  arrived  at  the  United  States.     She  April  20, 
was  commiffioned  as  a  letter  of  marque,  and  brought  with 
her,  linen  and  woollen  goods,  much  wanted  for  the  army. 

General  Howe  iffued  at  New  York,  a  proclamation  tor  April  21. 
levying  Provincial  troops,  "  affording  (the  proclamation 
fays)  an  opportunity  for  his  Majefly's  faithful  and  well  dif- 
pofed  fubjefts,  inhabitants  of  the  Colonies  to  co-operate  in 
relieving  themfelves  from  the  miferies  attendant  on  anarchy, 
&c."  As  an  encouragement  to  enlift,  they  were  to  receive, 
after  being  difbanded,  grants  of  vacant  lands  in  the  Colonies, 
agreeably  to  their  refpeftive  ftations. 

An  expedition  to  Danbury,  in  Connefticut,  was  under-  April  24. 
taken  by  the  royalifts.  General  Howe,  in  a  letter  of  this  date, 
informed  Lord  George  Germaine.  "That  about  1800,  un- 
der command  of  Governor  Tryon  of  New- York,  (who  had 
accepted  the  rank  of  Major-General  of  the  Provincials) 
went  with  a  defign  to  deftroy  a  large  magazine  of  provifi- 
ons,  and  military  ftores,  at  Danbury. 

Brigadier-General  Agnew,  and  Sir  William  Erfkine,  are  April  2g' 
upon  the  fervice,  the  Naval  part  of  which  is  under  the  con- 
duft  of  Captain  Duncan,  commander  of  his  Majefty's  (hip 
Eagle" — What  follows,  is  from  an  account  publithed  in 
the  Conne£licut  Journal — "  When  the  troops  had  landed, 
the  handtui  ot  Continentals  were  obliged  to  evacuate  the 
town,  having  previoufly  fecuved  a  part  ot  the  ftores  and 
provifions.  The  enemy  began  their  operations,  by  burning 
and  deftroyinghoufes,  ftores,  &c.  which  alarmed  the  coun- 
try. Brigadier-General  Silliman,' muftered  about  500 
militia,  and  was  joined  by  Major-General  Woofter,  and 
Brigadier-General  Arnold. 

Alter  the  enemy  had  manoeuvred  about,  they  took  the 
road  leading  to  Norwalk  ;  General  Woofter  purfued,  and 
had  a  fmart  fkirmilh  with  them,  he  behaved  with  great  in- 
trepidity, but  unfortunately  received  a  wound,  by  a  mulket 
ball,  through  his  groin.*  General  Arnold,  by  a  forced 
march,  having  reached  Ridgefield,  and  ported  his  party  of 

*  General  Woofler,  of  Ntw-Uavcn^  di^d  of  his  wound 
the  2d  of  May,  greatly  lamented. 
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^777*  about  500,  waited  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  They  foon 
^  \^m  9  advanced  in  a  column,  with  three  field  pieces  in  front  of 
them,  and  three  in  the  rear,  and  large  flank  guards,  of  200 
men  in  each.  They  began  their  attack  by  difcharging  their 
artillery,  and  were  foon  within  mufket  fhot,  when  a  fmart 
a£tion  enfued  between  the  whole,  which  continued  about 
an  hour,  in  which  our  men  behaved  with  great  fpirit,  but 
being  overpowered  with  numbers,  were  obliged  to  give  way, 
though  not  till  the  enemy  were  raifing  a  fraall  breafl  work, 
tjirown  acrofs  the  way,  at  which  General  Arnold  had  taken 
pofl,  with  about  200  men,  the  reft  of  his  fraall  body  were 
polled  on  the  flank. 

Arnold  had  his  horfe  fliot  under  him,  when  the  enemy 
were  within  ten  yards  of  him,  having  recovered  himfelf,  he 
drew  his  piftol,  and  fhot  a  foldier  who  was  advancing  with 
his  fixed  bayonet. 

The  General  then  ordered  his  men  to  retreat. 

In  this  aftion  the  enemy  fuffered  very  confiderably, 
Ifeaving  about  30  dead  and  wounded  on  the  ground,  befides  a 
number  unknown,  buried.  Here  we  hdd  the  misfortune 
of  lofing  Lieutenant. Colonel  Gould,  one  fubaltern  and  fev- 
eral  privates,  killed  and  wounded.  After  feveral  fubfequent 
difputes,  between  the  contending  parties,  the  Britifli  having 
gained  the  high  hill  of  Compoos,  attempts  were  made  to 
diflodge  them,  but  without  effeft,  and  having  landed  a  num- 
ber of  frefh  troops,  to  cover  their  embarkation,  they  eiFefted  it 
— weighed  anchor,  and  flood  acrofs  the  Sound  for  Hunt- 
ington, on  Long-lfland.  Our  lofs  was  judged  to  be  about 
fixty,  killed  and  wounded,  among  the  former  were  one 
Lieutenant-Colcnel,  one  Captain,  four  fubalterns,  and  Dt. 
David  Atwater,  whofe  death  is  greatly  regretted  ;  the  ene- 
my's lofs  judged  to  be  more  than  double  of  our  number,  and 
about  twenty  priloners  taken.  General  Howe's^  return, 
tranfmitted  to  England,  makes  their  lofs  to  be  26  killed, 
117  wounded,  and  29  niifTing.  Total  172.  Among  the 
wounded  are  three  field  officers,  one  of  whom  is  Brigadier- 
General  Agnew.* 

The  return  made  by  the  Quartcr-Mafter,  to  General  Ar- 
nold, of  the  ftores  deftroyed  by  the  enemy,  is  1750  barrels 
of  pork  and  beef,  feveral  hoglheads  of  rum,  1 1  tierces  of  clar- 
et, 3  quarter  cafks  of  Madeira  wine,  1200  to  1700  bufhels  of 
wheat,  rye,  and  corn,  12  coils  of  rope,  a  Imall  quantity  of  coals 
andfmith's  tools,  10  waggons,  fometents,  &:c.  The  enemy's 
return,  at  New-York,  greatly  exceeds  the  above. 

*  An  account  aJUrwards  exhihiUd,  has  it,  260  killed,  350 
■wounded. 
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A  fpy  from  ihe  enemy's  camp,  at  New- York,  vyho  had    1777. 
been  employed  by  them  to  procure  cheveaux  dejrife  pilots  V.  .yiii./ 
to  carry  the  King's  (hips  up  Delaware  river,  was  apprehended  April  jow 
at  Philadelphia,  and  on  his  trial,  being  found  guilty,  was  ex- 
ecuted agreeably  to  bis  fentence. 

The  ice  in  Lake  Champlain  broke  up  very  early  this 
fpring,  and  it  became  paffable. 

The  royalifts  in  that  quarter  began  to  mufter  tfieif  forces, 
and  Sir  Guy  CarltoOj  to  make  preparations  tor  putting  in 
execution,  the  plan  communicated  to  him  by  Lord 
George  Germain e.  « 

In  his  letter  of  inftruftions  to  Sir  Guy,  he  fays,  '*  It  is  the 
King's  determination  to  leave  about  3000  men  under  your 
command,  for  the  defence  and  duties  of  the  province  [Cana- 
da] and  to  employ  the  remainder  of  yotrr  forces  upon  two 
expeditions  ;  the  one  under  Lieutenant-General  Burgovrje, 
who  is  to  force  his  way  to  Albany.  The  other  under  Lieu- 
tenant Colonelj  Sf.  Leger,  who  is  to  make  a  diverfion  by 
way  of  the  Mohawk  river.* 

"As  this  plan  cannot  be  fo  advantageoufly  executed  with- 
out the  afftftance  ot  Canadiatis  and  Indians,  his  Majeily 
iftrongly  recommends  to  your  care  to  furnifh  both  expedi- 
tions with  good  and  fufEcient  bodies  ot  thofe  men."  Bur- 
goyne  and  St.  Leger  with  the  troops,  under  their  feparate 
commands  were  to  ufe  their  moft  vigorous  exertions  to 
form'  a  junBion  with  Sir  William  Howe  at  Albany,  to  afl: 
Tinder  his  ordisrs,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off  the  communica- 
tion between  the  fautbern  and  eaftern  States,  which,  when 
accomplifhed,  they  doubted  not,  but  they  could,  with  eafCj^ 
fubdue  New  England,  the  objeft  of  their  greateft  refent- 
ment. 

It  is  remarked  on  this  plan,  "That  the  attempt  to  unite 
their  forces  by  Hudfon's  river  (the  only  way  by  which- 
Howe  could  get  to  Albany)  will  be  thought  at  leaft  a  pre- 
carious undertaking,  if  what  follows  be  admitted.  That  by 
going  up  the  North  River,  Howe  may  fecure  a  retreat  for 
his  army  through  Canada,  but  the  fhips  muflreturn,  if  they 
return  at  all,  the  fame  way  they  went,  and  as  our  [the  Con- 
tinental] army  would  be  in  the  rear,  the  fafety  ot  their  paf- 
fage  down  is  a  doubtful  matter. 

By  futb  a  motion  he  fhuts  himfelt  up  from  all  fupplies 
from  Europe  but  through  Canada,  andcApoits  his  army  and? 

*  Mohawk-river  Belongs  to  one  of  the  jivt  nations  of  In-' 
dians  in  alliance  with  Britain  ;  it  rifts  to  ilie  north  of  Fort 
Stanwix,  then,  runs  South  to  (hat  Fori,  thin  Faji  x  lo  rniUs^ 
into  the  Hudfon.  This  tribe  is  greatly  reduced,  [aid  now  tor 
hmje  only Jijcty  f.ghting  men.  HuxcHiWi, 

N 
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1777.       navy  to  the  danger  of  perifhing.     The  ide^  of  cutting  off 

*^— y»— ^    the  communication  between  the  eaftern  and  fouthern  States 

April  30.    by  means  of  North  River  is  merely  vifionary  ;  he  cannot  do 

-  it  by  his  (hipping  becaufe  no  fhip  can  lie  at  anchor  in  any 

river  within  reach  of  the  (hore,  a  (ingle  gun  would  drive  a 

firft  rate  from  fuch  a  ftatlon.     This  was  proved  Jaft  winter 

at  Forts  Wa(hington  and  Lee,  when  one  gun  only  on   each 

fide  the  river  obliged  two  frigates  to  be  cut  and  towed  off  in 

an  hour's  time. 

Neither  can  he  cut  it  off  by  his  army,  becaufe  the  feveral 
pofts  would  divide  themalmoft  to  nothing,  andexpofe  them 
to  be  picked  up  by  ours,  like  pebbles  on  a  river's  bank.* 

Meffrs.  Franklin  and  Deane,  the  American  Commidion- 
ers  in  France,  made  the  following  reprefentation  to  Lord 
Stormont,  AmbalTador  there,  from  the  Britifh  Court,  rela- 
tive to  the  cafe  of  American  priloners  in  England  ;  they 
tell  his  Lordthip,  "  That  compelling  men  by  chains,  flripes, 
and  famine  to  (ight  againft  their  friends  and  rdations  (allud- 
ing to  the  praftice  of  forcing  them  to  enlift  on  board  Brit- 
i{h  armed  vefTels)  is  a  new  mode  of  barbarity  which  your 
nation  alone  has  the  honour  of  inventing,  and  the  fending- 
American  prifoners  of  war  to  Africa  and  Afia  (a  plan  which 
iiad  been  propofed)  remote  from  all  probability  of  exchange, 
and  where  they  can  fcarce  hope  to  hear  from  their  families  ; 
even  if  the  unwholefomnefs  of  the  climate  does  not  put  a 
fpeedy  end  to  their  lives,  is  a  manner  of  treating  captives 
that  you  can  juftify  by  no  other  precedent  or  cuftom,  ex- 
cept that  of  the  black  favages  in  Guinea." 

In  anfwer  to  this  reprefentation,  Lord  Stormont  fent  the 
following  meffage  to  the  CommifTioners. 

"  The  King's  AmbalTiidor  receives  no  letters  from  Rebels^ 
unlefs  when  they  come  to  afk  mercy." 

We  cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  the  appellation  of 
rehel^  comes  with  an  ill  grace  from  the  native  of  a  country 
famed  for  rebellienA 

This  month  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wolcott,  in  behalf  of 
General  Howe,  made  a  demand  in  writing  on  General  Wa{h- 
ington  for  performance  ot  his  agreement  relative  to  exchange 
of  prifoners,  which  the  Colonel  pretends  his  Excellency 
had  not  complied  with. 

General  Walhington  in  a  letter  to  Sir  William  Howe,  ftates 
fairly  the  cafe  of  the  prifoners,   and  gives   the  realon  of  his 

*  American  Crijis,  No.  3,  by  the  author  of  Common  Senfe. 

+  His  Lordjliip  is  a  Scotfman  of  the  fa?ne  name  "  }AurraY^ 
MS  Lord  Mansfield  and  Dunmore^  and  allied  to  them  in  prin^ 
ciple  as  well  as  blood. 
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e-rndba  refpe6llng  them.     His   Excellency  takes  notic?,      1777 > 
*'  That  the  prifoners  taken  by  the  Britifh  were  treated  with    ^     y»    * 
great  feverity  and  inhumanity.     That  he  did  not  hold  him-  April  op, 
felf  bound  either  by  the  fpirit  of  the  agreement,  or  by  the  prin- 
ciples of  juftice,  to  account  for  thofe  prifoners,  whom,  from 
the  rigour  and  feverity  ot  their  treatment  were  in  fo  emaciated 
and  languifhing  a  flate  at  the  time  they  came  out,  as  to  render 
their  death  almoft  certain  and  inevitable,  and  which  in  many 
inflances  happened  while  they  were  returning  to  their  homes, 
and  in  many  others  after  their  arrival.     Painful  as  it  is,  I 
am  compelled  (fays  his  Excellency)  to  confider  it  as  a  iaft 
not  to  be  queftioned,  that  the  ufage  of  our  prifoners,  while 
in  your  polfefTion,  the  privates  at  leafl,  was  fuch  as  could  not 
be  juflifiied. 

"  This  was  proclaimed  by  the  concurrent  teftimony  of  all 
who  came  out,  their  appearances  fanftified  the  aflertion, 
and  melancholy  experience  in  the  fpeedy  death  of  9  large 
part  of  them,  ftamped  it  with  infallible  certainty." 


too 
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iJTj,     Jiiflribuiion  of  the  Fonign  Troops  under  General  ^> 
<    y    >  William  Howe,  New- York,  Af<y  Sik,  1777. 

May  8.  F  O  R  E  I  G^N. 
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1777.  By  this  account  it  appears  that  General  Howe  had  at  this 

<■■  .y  !■/  time  nearly  ten  thoufand  hired  foreign  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, and  afting  under  his  orders,  in  addition  to  his  army 
ofBritifh  regulars. 

May  11.  j^  letter  irom  a  poft  near  Bonham-town  (in  the  Jerfies) 
of  this  date,  relates  an  aftion  between  part  of  General  Ste- 
phens's divifion  of  Continentals,  and  the  Royal  Highlanders, 
and  fix  companies  of  Light-infantry  within  two  miles  of 
the  town,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  trom  Brunfwick. 
The  enemy  were  twice  reinforced,  when,  from  the  fituation 
of  the  pofts  occupied  by  the  Royalifts,  viz.  Brunfwick,  Rar- 
iton-landing  and  Bonham,  the  Continentals  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  retire,  which  was  effefted  in  excellent  order,  and 
their  lofs  inconfiderable.     Another  account  of  this  affair, 

g,  makes  the  lofs  of  the  R.oyalifts  80  killed  and  wounded. 

may  22.  General  Wafhington's  encampment  was  at  this  date  afc 
Bound-brook,  and  the  Royal  army  at  Brunfwick  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  Rariton,  and  upon  the  communication  be- 
tw^fii  that  place  and. Amboy. 

Mizy  2j.  Colonel  Meigs,  from  Connefticut,  undertook  an  expedi- 
tion to  Long-Ijland,  with  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty  men,  including  officers  ;  they  landed  within  three 
miles  of  Sagg-harbour,  and  having  made  proper  difpofitions 
for  attacking  the  enemy,  in  five  different  places,  proceeded 
.with  the  greateft  order  and  filencetill  within  twenty  rods  of 
them,  when  they  rufhed  with  fixed  bayonets  upon  the  differ- 
ent barracks,  guards,  and  quarters  of  the  enemy  ;  whilfl 
Captain  Throop,  with  a  party,  took  poffeffion  of  the 
wharves  and  veffels  lying  there,  the  alarm  foon  became  gen- 
eral, and  an  inceffant  fire  of  round  and  grape  (hot,  was  kept 
up  from  an  armed  fchooner  of  twelve  guns,  which  lay  with- 
in one  hundred  and  thirty  yards  of  the  whai-ves,  tor  near  aa 
hour^  notwithftanding  which  the  party  burnt  all  the  vef- 
fels at  the  v,'harve&,  chiefly  floops  and  fchooqers  about 
ten  in  number,  and  alfo  the  armed  veffels,  and  killed 
and  captivated  all  the  men  belonging  to  them,  deftroyed 
about  one  hundred  and  feventy  tons  ot  hay,  large  quantities 
of  grain,  ten  hogfheads  of  rum,  and  other  Wefl-India  goods, 
and  fecured  all  the  foldiers  ftationed  there,  as  prifoners, 
about  ninety.  Colonel  Meigs  had  not  a  man  killed  or 
wounded,  according  to  the  account  given  of  this  affair  by 
General  Parfons. 

«*■   ^  Earl   Piercy  having  refigned  his   command  at  Newport 

^^'  (R.  I.)  to  General  Prefcott,  he  embarked  tor  England  this 

month,  in  confequence  of  a  difference  that  had  taken  place 
between  him  and  Sir  William  Howe,  relative  to  his  not 
immediately  complying  with  the  requifition  of  Sir  William, 
for  1500  men.     His  Lordfliip's  reafon  was  "that  the  enera}'' 
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were  colleaing  a  large  force  at  Providence,  and  it  would   1777. 
injure  his  Majefly's  fervice  to  fpare  fo  large  a  number  from  v.-^— / 
Newport."  This  difgufted  Sir  William,  and  in  his  reply,  he 
threatened  his  Lordlhip   with  a  trial  for  difobedience  ol'or-    ^ 
ders,  &c.     Upon  which  the  Earl  wrote  to  his   father,  the 
Duke  ol  Northumberland,  to  foHcit  his  immediate  recal 
from  America.  t 

We  (hould  not  infert  the  following  extraft'  from  the 
American  Crifis,  No.  5,  if  wc  had  not  lound  it  confirmed  by 
a  letter  from  the  BritiPn  commander  in  chief,  being  loth  to 
report  any  fafts,  of  which  we  have  not  evidence  fufficient 
to  gain  our  credulity. 

"  It  is  a  meannefs  (fays  the  author  of  that  pamphlet]  we 
could  wilh  was  not  chargeable  on  the  King's  Generals,  that 
they  have  done  all  they  could  to  ruin  tke  paper  currency  of 
the  States,  and  have  not  omitted  to  attempt  it  even  by  this 
method  oi  counterfeitivg  the  bills,  which  has  been  done  un- 
der their  countenance ;  it  not  by  their  immediate  direc- 
tion," 

The  following  paragraph  in  a  confidential  letter  wrote  hy 
Sir  H.  Clinton,  after  he  had  command  of  the  Royalifts,  to 
Lord  George  Germaine,  will  jultify  the  above  aifertion. 
Sir  Henry  fays,  "  The  experiments  fuggefted  by  your 
Lordfhip — noafliflance  that  could  be  drawn  from  the  power 
of  gold,  or  the  arts  oi  counterfeiting  have  been  left  unat- 
tempted,  but  ftill  the  currency,  hke  the  widow's  cruife  of  oil, 
has  not  failed  Congrefs." 

This  month  theEarl  of  Chatham,  made  a  motion^  in  the  up-  May. 
per  Houfe  of  Parliament,  ior  anaccommodationwith  America, 
and  as  he  had  done  before,  flrongly  reprobated  the  American 
War,  as  unnatural  in  the  mother  country^  to  her  affetlionate 
children,  on  the  Continent  of  America^  and  as  ruinous  to 
themfelves.  In  his  fpeech  on  this  occafion,  his  Lordlhip 
faid,  "That  as  this  country  [EnglandJ  was  the  aggrefTor. 
it  was  from  her  that  the  firft  tender  of  accommodation  muft 
come ;  that  America  v/as  not  at  War  with  them,  but  they 
tvith  America,  that  they  had  invaded  America  juftasthe 
Spanifh  armada  was   preparing  to  invade   England.     We  ' 

have  burnt  the  towns  of  America,  and  plundered  the  people 
there,  and  therefore  he  would  change  the  term,  and  inftead 
of  KdXVS.n^oS.  unconclitional  fubmiffwn  from  the  Colonies,  it 
behoved  us  to  fhew  ourfelves  willing  to  grant  them  uncon- 
ditional redrefs.  Sec.  Lord  Chatham's  ?no;ion  was  fupport- 
ed.by  the  Dukes  of  Grahon  and  Manchefter,  the  Bifhop  of 
Peterborough  (Dr.  HinchclifFe)  Lords  Camden,  Shelburne, 
Abingdon,  and  fome  others  who  were  for  immediate  recon- 
ciliation ;  but  the  oppofnion  was  too  {hcng.  Though  the 
motion  propofed  only  negociatixjn   with   the  Colonies,  and 


td4  -4;?  Bijlorical  Journal  of 

1777.     removal  of  grievances,  yet  the  majority  were  not  inclined  i6 

\    y    f    grant  even  thefe,  and  the  motion  was  loft  by  a  majority  of 

fixtv-ftx.    The  Lords  Gower,  Weymouth,  Lyitleton,  Manf- 

field,  and  the  good  ArchbiQiop  ot  York  (Dr.  Drummond) 

&c.  &c.  were  for  chaftifement. 

The  requifites  the  Royal  army  wanted,  for  opening  the 
Summer  campaign, 'did  not  arrive  till  the  latter  end  of  May, 

yune  0,  Sir  William  Howe  writes  of  this  date  to  Lord  George  Ger- 
rtaine  :  "  The  arrival  of  the  camp  equipage,  the  24th  ot 
May  laft,  both  for  the  army  and  Provincials,  hath  relieved 
me  from  much  anxiety,  being  articles  greatly  wanted  fot; 
opening  the  campaign,  which  will  now  immediately  take 
place  in  Jerfey,  where  the  enemy's  principal  ftrength  ftill 
remains,  and  (hall  proceed  as  occurrences  may  arife."  The 
following  account  of  the  movement  of  the  Royal  army,  af- 
ter the  arrival  oi  the  camp  equipage,  is  related  in  a  letter, 
dated  at  the  American  camp,  at  Middle-brook.  "  General 
Howe  began  to  move  from  Brunfwick  the  loth  of  June,^ 
extending  his  van  as  iar  as  Somerfet  court-houfe,  and  form- 
ing a  line  over  the  whole  intermediate  ground,  where  he 
continued,  thus  pofted,  till  Monday,  the  17th.  On  Thurf- 
day  morning,  having  the  rivers  MilHloneand  Rariton  in  his 
front  and  rear  (and  a  chain  ot  redoubts  he  had  thrown  up} 
he  made  a  fudden  and  precipitate  change  of  his  ground,  and 

yune  10.  returned  to  Brunfwick,  without  attempting  any  thing.  It 
was  not  in  our  power,  while  he  was  in  that  fituation,  only 
to  give  him  fome  annoyance  with  our  light  troops,  for  which 
porpofe  Colonel  Morgan,  with  a  chofen  band  of  riflemen, 
were  appointed,  hekeptalmoft  an  incelfant  fire,  and  did 
ihem  much  damage.  It  is  thought  General  Howe's  defign 
was  to  attempt  an  impreffion  on  our  right,  or  to  proceed  to 
Philadelphia  :  If  the  firft,  he  found  the  execution  would  be 
the  price  of  much  blood  ^  if  the  latter,  moll  probably  his 
deftruftion.  The  militia  of  the  ^erfies  turned  out  upon 
this  occafion,  and  occupied  the  ground  leading  from  his 
camp,  to  difpute  his  pafTage,  but  Saturday  night  and  Sunday 
morning,  the  22d,  they  evacuated  Brunfwick  and  retired  to' 
Amboy,  but  not  without  lofs.  They  got  off  before  our 
troops  coiald  get  up,  not  having  timely  notice  of  their  inten- 
tion. Maj.  Gen.  Greene  had  command  of  the  troops  detach- 
ed, but  only  Wayne's  brigade  were  well  up  before  the  enemy 
retired,  they  advanced,  and  formed  very  near  to  the  enemy, 
who  were  far  fuperiour  in  number,  but  they  declined  a  battle 
and  kept  moving  off;  General  Maxwell,  who  was  detached 
to  flank  the  line  of  communication  between  Brunfwick  and 
Amboy,  could  not  get  up  in  time." 

June  23.  General  Burgoyne  being  appointed  to  a  command  in  the 
northern  department  (agreeably  to  the  plan  of  Lord  Georgie 
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Germaine  In  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  already  mentioned)     1777. 
began  His  operations,  and  having  got  to  the  river  Boquet  (be-  <■    y  hk* 
twten  Chaniplain  and  Lake  George)  ilTued  an  extraordinary 
proclamation  of  this  date,  introduced  in  the  following  very 
pom[>ous  enumeration  of  his  titles,  viz. 

"■By  John  Burgoyne,  Efquire,  Lieutenant-General  of  his 
Maje/ly's  forces  in  America,  Colonel  of  the  (Queen's  regime^it 
of  Light  Dragoons,  Governour  of  Fort  William,  in  North- 
Britain,  one  of  the  Commons  of  Great- Britain,  in  Parliament^ 
and  commanding  an  army  and  fleet  employed  on  an  expedition 
from  Canada,  &c.  6?c." 

The  ftyle  of  this  extraordinary  performance  held  up  to 
view  the  confidence  General  Burgoyne  placed  in  his  troops  ; 
He  confidered  them  as  invincible,  and  that  at  the  head  ot  fuch 
an  army,  he  could  march  where-ever  SinA  accomplifh  whatever 
he  pleafed.  He  feems  to  be  abforbed  in  the  contemplation 
of  his  own  greatnefs,  and  ajmoll  to  have  forgotten  that  there 
Was  any  power  exifting  fuperior  to  him;  but,  a  little  time 
taught  him  more  modefty,  and  convinced  him  that  the  undifci- 
plined  troops  of  America,  when  fighting  in  the  caufe  ojE 
freedom,  were  more  than  a  match  for  the  regular  dif 
ciplined  troops  ot  Britain,  when  fighting  againft  it. 

Congrefs  refolved  to  iorm  3i  corps  of  invalids  to  be  em- 
ployed for  garrifons  and  guards,  in  cities,  and  other  places 
where  magazines  and  arfenals  were  placed.  Alfo  to  ferve  as 
a  military  fchool  to  young  gentlemen,  previous  to  their  be- 
ing employed  in  marching  regiments. 

General  Wafhington,  in  a  letter  dated  this  day,  at  Middle-  June  iS* 
brook,  informedCongrefi,"  that  on|Thurfdaymorning,Gener- 
al  Howe  advanced  with  his  whole  army,  in  feveral  columns, 
from  Amboy,  as  far  as  Weftfield.  We  are  certainly  inform- 
ed that  the  troops  fent  to  Staten-IQand  returned  the  preced- 
ing evening,  and  it  is  faid  with  an  augmentation  of  marines, 
fo  that  carrying  them  there,  was  a  feint  with  intention  to  de- 
ceive us.  His  defign  in  this  fudden  movement  was  either  to 
bring  on  a  general  engagement  upon  diladvantageous  terms, 
confidering  matters  in  any  point  of  view,  or  to  cut  off  our 
light  parties,*  and  Lord  Stirling's  divifion,  which  was  fen^ 
down  to  fupport  them,  or  to  poffefs  himfelf  of  the  heights 
and  palTes,  in  the  mountain  on  our  left.  The  two  lafl  hem- 
ed  to  be  the  firft  objeftof  his  attention,  as  his  march  was  rap- 
id againft  thefe  parties,  and  indicated  a  ftrong  difpofition  to 
gain  thofe  pafTes.  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  it  was  thought 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  we  (hould  move  our  force  from  the 
low  ground  to  occupy  the  heights  belo'"e  them,    which   was  'a 

effefted.     As  they   advanced,  they  fell  in  with  fome  oi  our 
light  parties,    and    part    of  Lord   Stirling's  divifion,    witfci  -~< 

which  they  had  fome  pretty  finart  Ikirmifhing,  with  but  very 
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lyyy,  little  lofs,  1  believe  on  our  fi^e,  except  in  three  field  pieces, 
» — ^»— '  which  unfortunately  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands ;  but  not  hav- 
ing obtained  returns  yet,  I  cannot  determine  with  certainty, 
nor  can  we  afcertain  what  the  enemy's  lofs  was.  As  foori 
as  we  hsd  gained  the  pafTe's,  I  detached  a  body  of  light  troops 
under  Brigadier-Generai  Scott,  to  hang  on  their  flank,  _to> 
watch  their  motions,  and  ordered  Morgan's  corps  of  riflemen 
to  join  him  fince.  The  enemy  remained  at  Weftfield  tilt 
yefterday  ahernoon,  when,  about  three  o'clock  they  moved 
towards  Spank- town,  with  our  light  troops  in  their  rear,  and 
purfuing." 

The  enemy  have  plundered  all  before  them,  and  it  is  faid 
burnt  fome  /houfes.  The  affair  of  Lord  Stirling,  is  thus 
related  by  General  Wafhington  :  "  He  commanded  a  party 
bf  12  or  1300  men  at  Weftfield,  a  lew  miles  from 
Perth-Amboy,  and  was  attacked,  and  ahnoft  furrounded 
by  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  but  fought  their  way  through 
with  great  bravery,  being  overpowered  by  numbers,  they 
were  under  a  neceflity  to  retreat  to  the  centre  of  the  army, 
with  the  lofs  of  three  field  pieces,  20  killed  and  abftut  40 
wounded. 
July  6,  '  The  important  pofl  of  Ticonderoga,  on  the  fouth  part  of 
'  lake  Champlain,  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  was  evacuated 
this  day  by  the  Continental  troops,  when  that  fortrefs  with  all 
its  dependencies,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Burgoyne's  army. 

The  14th  of  the  month  General  St.  Clair,  who  command- 
ed at  Ticonderoga,  wrote  to  Congrefi  from  Fort- Edward^-' 
the  Rate  of  the  garrifon  and  his  reafons  for  evacuating  it,  by- 
which  it  appears  "  that  the  batteries  of  the  enemy  were  ready- 
to  open,  that  the  effe6tive  men  in  the  garrifon  were,  not  fut- 
ficient  to  man  one  half  the  works,  and  that  confequently 
the  whole  muft  be  upon  conftant  duty,  which  they  could 
"^xily.  "O^  poffibly  long  fuftain — that  he  confulted  the  general  offi- 
cers, who  were  of  opinion  the  place  ought  to  be  evacuated 
without  lofs  of  time — that  he  was  too  fhort  of  provifions  to 
call  the  militia  to  his  afliftance  fooner  then  he  did — that  900 
came  the  day  before  the  evacuation,  but  fo  ill  provided  that 
they  could  not,  nor  did  they  propofe  to  ftay  but  a  few  days 
— that  the  militia  from  Maffachufetis,  which  compofed  part 
of  the  garrifon,  gave  him  notice  that  their  time  expired  in 
two  days,  and  they  intended  then  to  go  home — that  his' 
whole  force  confifted  of  2089  effe6f ive  men,  befide^s  the  " 
corps  of  artillery  and  the  900  militia  above  mentioned — that 
it  was  impoffible  with  that  force  to  defend  Ticonderoga  and 
Mount  Independence."  It  was  the  defign  of  General  St.  ' 
Clair  to  have  marched  his  garrifon  to  Skenfborough,  but 
the  enemy  got  there  before  him,  and  Captain  Lutwidge  dcf- 
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troyed  all  the     Continental  boats  there.     General  St.  Clair     ^777' 
was  therefore  obliged  to  change  his  route,  and  make  the  beft   '^— y— ' 
of  his  way  to  Fort-Edward ;  but  as  his  retreat  was  hafly  and 
irregular,  he  loft  a  confiderable  number  of  men. 

When  as  the  news  of  this  event  reached  Congrefs,  they 
refolved  to  make  inquiry  into  the  affair,  and  diretled  Gen- 
erals Schuyler  and  St.  Clair,  forthwith  to  repair  to  head 
quarters ;  they  alfo  appointed  Mr.  Lawrens,^Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  as  a  Committee  to  colleft  evidence  of 
the  fafts,  and  tranfmit  them  to  General  Wafliington,  who 
was  dire6led  to  appoint  a  Court-Martial  for  the  purpofe 
above  mentioned.* 

General  Burgoyne  crolFed  Lake  Gcorge.f  and  form.ed  his 
encampment  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon  river    Saratoga. 

This  day  intelligence  was  received  at  Providence,  that  J'uly  18. 
Maj or- General  Pr.?/co#,  commander  of  the  Royaliftsat  New- 
port, with  one  of  his  aids,  were  to  lodge  about  four  miles 
out  of  the  town.  Lieutenant-CoJonel  Barton  with  a  party 
of  thirty-eight  men  belonging  to  the  State,  went  in  boats 
irom  Warwick  neck,  arad  pafTmg  the  enemy's  Ihips  andguard- 
boats,  landed  on  the  ifland  about  twelve  at  night ;  they  got  to 
the  Qeneral's  lodgings  undifcovered,  and  having  fecured  the 
centinels,  broke  into  the  houfe,  and  took  the  General  in  bed, 
his  aid  leaped  from  a  window  in  his  Ihirt,  and  attempted  to 
efcape,  but  was  taken.  The  party  then  returned  to  their 
boats  with  their  prifoners.  Soon  after  they  had  put  off,  the 
enemy  fired  rockets  from  their  feveral  pofts,  as  fignals  for  an 
alarm,  but  it  was  too  late.  General  Prefcot  was  efcorted  in 
a  polite  manner,  in  a  chariot  from  Warwick  neck  to  Provi- 
dence. The  manner  in  which  this  affair  was  conduced  does 
much  honour  to  the  cnterprizing  Colonel  Barton. 

General  Wafhington  at  the  camp  at  Middle-brook,  pub-  July  19. 
lifhed  a  mamfe/io,  in  anfwer  to  General  Burgoyne's  procla- 
mation, which  may  be  confidered  as  an  excellent  comment 
on  it.  ■  It  begins  in  this  manner  :  "  The  affcciated  armies 
in  America  aft  from  the  nobleft  motives,  and  for  the  purefl 
purpofes  ;  their  common  objeft  is  libeity.  The  fame  princi- 
ples aftuated  the  arms  of  Rome  in  the  days  of  her  glory, 
and  the  fame  objeft  was  the  reward  of  Roman  valour. 
When  thefe  facred  ideas  are  profaned,  when  the  abominable 
mixture  of  mercenary,  foreign  and  favage  forces  dares  to  men- 
tion thelove  oj  country,  and  the  general  priviledges  of  mankind 
(which  Burgoyne's  proclamation  mentions  as  motives  for  the 
Britifh    conduft,)  the    trecmen  of  America  proteft    againll 

^  General  Schuyler  vas  tried  for  vot  being  at  Ticondcro?a 
zvhcn  it  zvas  evacuated;  and  General  St.  Clair  was  tried 
Jovie  months  after,  and  Loth  acquitted. 

+  Over  Lake  George  to  Ticonderoga  is  about  40  7?nles. 
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1777.  fuch  abufe  of  language  and  proftitution  of  fentiment."  In 
^— V— '  another  paragraph  of  the  matiitefto  :  "  We  beg  leave  to  ob^ 
ferve,  if  the  power  of  his  Britannic  Majefly's  fleets  and  ar- 
mies have  been  driven  from  Bofton,  repulfed  from  Charlef- 
town,  cut  off  at  Trenton,  expelled  the  Jerfies,and  be  now,  af- 
teralmofl  three  campaigns, commencing  its  operation,  that 
this  is  a  power  we  do  not  dread."  In  the  clofe  of  the  maiw- 
fefto  are  thefe  exprelTions :  "  Harralled  as  we  are  by  unre- 
lenting perfecution,  obliged  by  every  tie  to  repel  violence 
by  force,  urged  by  felf-prefervation  to  exert  the  ftrength 
which  Providence  has  given  us  to  defend  our  natural  rights 
againft  the  aggrelTor  ;  we  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  all  man- 
kind  for  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  its  event  wefubmit  to  him 
whofpeaks  the  fate  of  nations  in  humble  confidence,  that  as 
his  omnifcient  eye  taketh  note  even  of  the  fparrow  that  fal- 
leth  to  the  ground  :  So  he  will  not  withdraw  his  counte- 
nance from  a  people  who  humbly  array  themfelves  under  his 
banner,  in  defence  of  the  nobleft  principles,  with  which  he 

jfuly  2Z.  hath  adorned  humanity." 

General  Howe  being  prevented  by  the  vigilance  of  the 
American  General,  from  paflTing  his  troops  through  the  Jer- 
fies  to  make  an  attempt  on  Philadelphia  by  way  of  the  Dela- 
ware ;  and  having  this  objea  in  contemplation  (though  diverfe 
from  the  plan  propofed  and  communicated  by  Lord  George 
Geimaine  to  General  Carlton  already  noted.) 

He  made  preparation  to  embark  them  for  Chefapeak-bay, 
which  being  accompliflied.  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  with  fi^ 
line  of  battle  fhips,  four  frigates,  four  floops  of  war,  and' 
another  armed  veffel,  took  under  his  convoy  two  hundred 
9nd  feventy  fail  of  tranfports,  having  on  board  feventeenthouf- 
and  troops,  with  whom  he  proceeded  to  the  place  of  deftina- 
tion. 

Augufi.  General  Harkermer,  at  the  head  of  the  militia  from  Tryon 
county.  State  of  New-York,  marched  to  relieve  Fort  Stan - 
wix,  which  was  furrounded  by  Sir  John  Johnfon  and  his  par- 
ty of  Tories  and  Indians.  He  had  a  fuccefsful  adion  with 
them,  within  fix  miles  of  the  fort,  near  Oneida-Creek. 

After  fome  hours  they  were  routed  and  made  off,  leaving 
moft  of  their  dead  on  the  ground,  Notwithftanding  General 
Harkermer  was  wounded  in  both  his  legs,  he  maintained  the 
ground;  he  fat  on  a  ftump  and  heroically  encouraged  his 
men.  At  the  end  of  the  aBion  he  had  hut  fifty  men,  the  reft 
having  left  him,  he  brought  off  his  own  wounded  men,  and 
fome  of  the  enemy's.  Colonel  Ganfevoort  the  commander 
of  the  fort,  hearing  the  enemy  had  engaged  the  militia,  he 
fent  Colonel  Willet  with  250  men.  They  fallied  out  of  the 
fort  and  put  to  flight  a  large  party  of  them,  took  one  regular 
Captain  and  four  privates,  &.c. 
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The  enemy  was  reinforced,  but  being  hard  preffed  they  J777. 
fled  as  the  others  had  done,  and  the  party  returned  again  to  *.  y'w/ 
the  fort  without  the  lofs  of  a  man.  General  Harkermer 
did  great  execution  with  his  militia,  160  of  his  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  miffing.  He  himfelt  foon  after 
died  of  the  wounds  he  fo  magnanimoufly  bore  in  the 
field  of  aftion.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy  about  350,  the  greater 
part  of  them  Indians,  among  them  many  chiefs. 

The  Continentals  in  the  northern  department  having  evac- 
uated leveral  pofls  after  the  lofs  of  Ticonderoga  and  retreated 
from  place  to  place.  General  Burgoyne  prefumed  no  more 
oppofnion  would  be  made  by  the  country,  and  that  he  might 
pulh  on  without  much  annoyance.  Thefe  flattering  expedla- 
tions  fo  far  prevailed  as  led  him  to  adopt  and  purfue  meaf- 
ures,  that  iffued  in  his  defeat  and  capture. 

He  difpakhed  Colonel  Baurn  (a  German  officer)  with  a 
party  of  i^co  men,  upon  a  mofl  romantic  expedition.  His 
inftru6lions,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  General  Stark,  and 
he  communicated,  difcovered  the  objeft  of  the  expedition,  and 
the  route  the  Colonel  was  to  take,  he  was  inftrufted  "  To 
proceed  through  the  New.HampJkire  Grants,  crofs  the  moun^ 
tains,  fcour  the  country  with  Peter's  corps  oftoriesand  the  In- 
dians, from  Rockingham  to  Otter-creek,  to  get  horfes,  carri- 
^■ges,  and  cattle,  and  mount  Reidefel's  regiment  of  dragoons^ 
to  go  down  ConneBicut  river  as  far  as  Brattleborough,  and  re- 
turn by  the  great  road  to  Albany,  thereto  meet  General  Bur- 
goyne, to  endeavour  to  make  the  country  believe  it  was  the 
advanced  body  of  the  General's  army,  who  was  to  crofs  Con- 
neBicut river  and  proceed  to  Bojlon  ;  and  that  at  Springfeld 
they  were  to  be  joined  by  the  troops  Jmm  Rhode- IJUnd.  AU^ 
officers,  civil  and  military,  aBiftg.  under  the  Congfefs,  were  to 
be  made prifoners.  To  tax  the  tow?is  where  they  halted,  and 
with  fuch  articles  as  they  wanted,  and  takeMoJlages  for  the 
perjormance,  &c."  ^ 

By  the  tenor  of  this  commiflion  it  appears  that  the  Britifb  A.ug,  6. 
General  thought  his  proclamation  at  Boquet  had  produced 
wonderful  efFefts;  that  it  had  ftruck  a  general  panic  through 
the  States,  and  quelled  all  oppoBtion  ;  and  that  it  was  now  on- 
ly for  his  troops  to  move  at  his  command,  and  the  conqueft 
was  obtained. 

With  his  commlffion  in  his  pocket,  Colonel  Baum  fet 
out  to  execute  it, and  proceeded  about  12  or  i3miles,  haulted 
and  entrenched,  and  could  get  no  further ;  here  he  was  flop- 
ped :  And  on  the  i6th  ot  Auguff,  General  Stark  obtained  a 
complete  viftory  over  his  party,  by  which  memorable  event 
the  vain  expeftations  of  General  Burgoyne  were  brought  to 
naught,  and  the  foundation  laid  for  the  fignal  conqueft,  which 
/o! lowed  foon  after. 
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1777.  Brigadier-General,  Stark,  with  fome  of  the  militia  from 
<  V  ^  Maffachufetts,  New-Hampfhire,  and  the  Grants,  attacked  the 
enemy  in  their  entrenchments  about  five  miles  weft  ot  Ben- 
nington,  and  after  an  obftinate  engagement  diflodged  them, 
making  prifoners  of  upwards  of  300,  and  taking,  two  field 
pieces.  The  Continental  General  was  reinforced  by  150 
men  under  Colonel  Warner.  They  purfued  two  miles,  when 
the  enemy  had  a  reinforcement  of  a  1000  men  and  two  field 
pieces.  A  fecond  and  very  fmart  aftion  enfued,  and  after 
being  continued  about  two  hours,  the  enemy  beat  a  retreat. 
The  militia  rulhed  on  with  a  general  (hout  which  put  the 
enemy  into  fuch  contufion,  that  they  left  their  wounded  be- 
hind them,  and  General  Stark,  matter  of  the  field.  In  the 
fecond  onfet  two  field  pieces  more,  and  300  of  the  enemy 
were  taken  ;  they  left  200  dead  on  the  fpot. 

The  parties  fent  out  by   General   Stark,  brought  in    100 
prifoners,  he  took  alfo   1000  ftand  of  arms,  eight  loads  of 
baggage  and  20  horfes.     The  number  ot  killed,    wounded, 
and  prifoners,  is  as  follows  : 
1  Lieut.  Colonel,     1^7  Tories,  2  Canadian  officers, 

1  Major,  4  Enfigns,  3  Surgeons, 

5  Captains,  2  Cornets,         37  Britifti  foldiers, 

12  Lieutenants,  1  Judge  adv.    398  Helfians, 

36  Canadians,  

.654  Prifoners, 
SCO  killed,  80  wounded.  Total  934 — about  400  of  them 
were  efcorted  to  Boflon,  and  put  on  board  prifon  fhips,  &c. 
provided  for  them,  being  Germans,  Canadians,  and  fome 
Britifh  foldiers.  Colonel  Baum  died  of  the  wounds  he  re- 
t  ceived  in  battle.  |t 

[It  appears  by  the  Englifh  papers  that  General  Burgoyne 
was  cenlured  lor  this  undertaking,  and  for  employing  a  Ger- 
man Colonel  to  command  in  fuch  an  enterprize,  who,  though 
brave,  could  not  be  expefted  to  have  an  idea  of  the  nature 
of  American  warfare,  and  did  not  underfland  a  fy  liable  of 
the  language  of  the  people  whofe  affeftions  he  was  to  try.J 

The  following  anecdote  is  worthy  of  record.  The  vener- 
able old  man  who  is  the  fubjecl  of  it,  difcovers  more  than 
Roman  greatnefs  ot  foul.     We  wifli  we  could  give  his  name. 

A  good  old  gentleman,  that  had  five  fons  in  the  field, 
whofe  furrowed  cheeks  and  filver  locks  added  venerablenefs 
to  his  hoary  brows,  being  told  that  he  was  unfortunate  in 
one  of  his  fons — replied,  what,  has  he  mifbehaved,  did  he 
defert  his  pofl !  Or  fhrink  from  the  charge  !— No  Sir,  fays 
the  informant,  worfe  than  that,— He  is  among  the  flain,  he 
fell  contending  mightily  in  the  caufe;  then  I  am  fatisfied, 
replied  the  venerable  fi/e  ;  bring  him  in  zr.-'.  '  -  '-  n  '■c--,;r 
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me,  that  at  leUure  I  may  behold  and  furvey  the  darling  o{ 
my  foul — upon,  which  the  corps  was  brought  in  and  laid  be- 
fore him,  all  befmeared  with  dirt  and  gore He  then  calls 

for  a  bowl  of  water  and  a  napkin,  and  with  his  own  hands 
wafhes  the  gore  from  his  fon's  corps,  and  wiped  his  gaping 
wounds,  with  a  complacency,  as  he  himfelf  expreffed  it, 
which  before  he  had  never  felt  or  experienced. 

Some  inflances  ol  f*vage  barbarity  by  the  Indians  in 
Burgoyne's  army  alter  they  had  got  pofleflion  of  Ticonder- 
oga,  he  was  informed  of  by  a  letter  from  General  Gates,  in 
the  words  following.  "  A  young  lady,  Mifs  M'Crea,  love- 
ly to  the  fight  of  virtuous  charafter,  and  amiable  difpofition, 
engaged  to  be  married  to  an  officer  in  your  army,  was,  with 
other  women  and  children  taken  out  of  a  houfe  near  Foit- 
Edward,  carried  into  the  woods,  and  there  fcalped  and  mang- 
led in  a  moft  fhocking  manner.  Two  parents  with  their 
fix  children  were  all  treated  with  the  fame  inhumanity  whib 
quietly  refiding  in  their  own  happy  and  peaceful  dwellings. 
The  miferable  fate  of  Mifs  M'Crea  was  peculiarly  aggravat- 
ed by  being  drefled  to  receive  her  promifed  hufban'd — but 
met  her  murderer,  employed  by  you.  Upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  women,  and  children,  have  perifhed  by  the  hands 
of  the  Ruffians,  to  whom  it  is  aflerted  you  have  paid  theprice 
of  blood."  The  fubftance  of  General  Burgoyne's  reply  fol- 
lows. "  The  facl  (he  fays}  was  no  premeditated  barbarity  ; 
on  the  contrary,  two  Chiefs  who  had  brought  Mifs  M'Crea 
off  for  the  purpofe  of  fecurity  (not  of  violence)  to  her  per- 
fon,  difputed  which  fhouid  be  her  guard,  and  in  a  fit  of  fav- 
age  palTion,  in  one  from  whofe  hands  (he  was  fnatched,  the 
unhappy  woman  became  the  vi6lim. 

He  obliged  (he  fays)  the  Indians  to  deliver  up  the  murder- 
er into  his  hands,  and  he  certainly  fhouid  have  fuffered  an 
ignontinious  death,  had  he  not  been  convinced  that  a  par- 
don on  his  terms,  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execu- 
tion, to  prevent  further  mifchiei — that  he  paid  for  fcalps  he 
denies,  but  the  Indians  were  to  receive  compenfation  for 
prifoners." 

The  mode  of  employing  favages  and  flaves  in  the  Britifh 
armies,  was  recommended  by  a  Minifter  of  State  as  eaily 
as  the  beginning  of  the  war.  Lord  Dartmouth,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  American  department,  wrote  to 
Lord,JDunmore  of  Auguft^th,  1775.  "The  hopes  you  hold 
out  to  us  in  your  letter  in  the  firft  of  May,  that  you  fhouid 
be  able  to  collect;  from  among  the  Indians,' negroes  and  oth- 
er perfons  a  force  fufficient,  if  not  to  quell  the  rebellion,  at 
leait  to  defend  government  was  very  encouraging."  Lord 
George  Germaine  informed  Sir  Guy  Carlton  "  Th'at  his  Maj- 
elty  ftiongly  recommends  this  meafure."  General  Burgoyne, 
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1777.     in  a  letter  to  Lor3  George,  oF  June  22(1,  1777,  fays  **  That 
^    y— ^    he  allowed  the  Indians  to  take  the  fcalps  of  the  dead." 

Fort-Stanvvix  was  attacked  by  Colonel  St.  Leger,  with  si 
body  of  regulars,  and  (according  to  a  letter  from  Canad^ 
publiftied  in  England;  about  2000  Indians — -the  attack  did 
not  continue  long;  he  foon  marched  off  with  great  precipita- 
tion, leaving  his  tents  with  considerable  baggage,  provifions, 
military  {lores,  &c.  the  probable  caufe  of  his  going  off  fud- 
dehly,  was  his  hearing  General  Arnold  was  on  his  way  to 
i^elieve  the  fort.  The  real  intention  of  St.  Leger  not  bein^ 
known,  whether  he  was  returning  back  with  his  force,  or 
retired  from  the  fort  with  a  defign  to  engage  Arnold's  party 
6ti  the  road.  General  Arnold  fuppofing  the  former,  fent  3 
body  of  900  men  to  make  a  forced  march  to  the  fort,  in 
hopes  of  coming  up  with  their  rear,  and  fecuring  their  can- 
non and  heavy  baggage ;  but  before  they  arrived  at  the  fort. 
Colonel  Ganfenvoort,  the  commander,  fent  out  a  fmall  part/^ 
who  brought  in  four  Royals,  and  a  quantity  of  baggage,  with 
fome  prifoners  and  defcrters. 

The  real  caufe  of  St.  Leger'sretreat  was  afterwards  knov^n 
to  be  from  the  advance  oi  thofe  (he  called)  rebels ;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  account  he  gave,  the  ferocity  and  ungovern- 
ablenefs  of  the  Indians  who  obliged  him  to  retreat. 

Major-General  Sullivan,  in  the  Jerfies,  plannedan  expedi- 
tion to   Siaten-IJland,  and   undertook   it   the  22d  Auguft. 
He  forwarded  to  Congrefs  an  account  of  his   proceedings, 
and  his  reafons  for  undertaking  it,  viz.  "  That  the  troops  on 
that  Ifland  were  frequently  making  excurfions  into  the  Jer- 
fies, carrying  off  inhabitants,  cattle,  &c.  thefe  reafons  induc- 
ed him  to  embark  in  the  affair,  in  which  he  was   aflilled  by 
Generals  Smullwood  and  De  Bouers,with  about  2000  troops, 
<:hiefly  of  the  Jerfey  militia  ;  he  crolfed  the  Kills  at  the  blaz- 
ingftar,  and  was  joined  by  the  reft  of  the  Elizabeih-town  mili- 
tia.    After  landing  they  proceeded  to  the  houfe  of  the  tory, 
Colonel  Lawrence,  who  commanded  lome  new  raifed  provin- 
cial levies;  they  mad«him  prifoner  with  feveral  other  officers 
and  80  privates,  which  was  the  firll  notice  the  enemy  had  of 
their  being  upon  the  illand  ;  they  alfo  made  prifoners  of  Col, 
Barton,  another  tory  Colonel,  and  about  40  privates.       He 
repulfed  the  enemy  in  feveral  fkirmilhes,  and  took    behdes 
the  above  mentioned  9  other  officers,  130  privates,  and   28 
tOries,  alfo  a  confiderable  numbrr  of  arms,  hats,  blankets, 
cloths,  and  fome  hard  money,  &c.  dellroyed  their  iiores  and 
veffels.  and  brought  off  their  baggage  with  a  number  of  cat- 
tle.    They  reported  about    400   ol    the  enemy  killed  and 
wounded;  his  lofs  in  killed,  wounded  and  prifoners  was  164. 
The  remainder  retreated  with    their  plunder  to   Elizabeth- 
town."  General  Sullivan  having  engaged  in  this  expeditioi^» 
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without  confulting  Congrefs,  or  the  Commander  in  chief;  17/7. 
he  was  examined  before  a  Coiirt  of  Enquiry,  of  which  Lord  '  y ''^^ 
Stirling  was  Prefident.  In  their  opinion  General  Sulli- 
van's conduft  in  planning  and  executing  the  expedition, 
was  fuch  as  deferved  the  approbation  of  his  country.  Gen- 
eral Howe,  with  his  troops,  being  on  their  way  to  Philadel- 
phia, the  Council  of  Pennfylvanid  were  of  opinion  that  the 
fafety  of  that  State  was  in  peculiar  danger  from  divers  per- 
fons  who  were  in  ofHce  under  the  late  hereditary  govern, 
ment,  or  otherwife  in  the  fervice  of  the  King  of  Great-Brit- 
ain, which  caufed  thofe  perfons  to  be  apprehended:  They 
were  indulged  on  parole,  with  a  convenient  degree  of  liber- 
ty. John  Penn^  Efq.  the  late  Governour,  and  the  late 
Chief  Jullice  Chew,  refufing  to  fign  paroles,  were  fent  to 
Frederickfburg,  in  Virginia,  Twenty  other  perfons,  inhab- 
itants ot  Philadelphia,  chiefly  of  the  denomination  of  Qua- 
kers, were  removed  to  Stampton,  in  Virginia,  there  to  be 
treated  according  to  their  charaflers  and  ftations,  as  far  as 
was  confiflent  with  fecurity  of  their  perfons  :  They  were 
for  a  time  deprived  of  the  liberty  they  wiftied  for,  but  not 
the  leaft  injury  offered  to  thlm. 

General  Carlton  embaryfat  Oueljec  for  England,  and  is    Aug.  23 
fucceeded  by  Gen.  Haldimen  as  Governour  of  Canada,  &c. 

Captain  Guflayus  Cunningham,  in  an  armed  vefTel  under 
American  colours,,  having  taken  the  Harwich  packet-boat, 
and  carried  her  into  Dunkirk,  Cunningham  (by  applicatiori 
from  the  Britifh  AmbafTador,  Lord-  S^t  rmont)  was  con- 
fined for  a  breach  of  treaty  refpefting  that  port ;  but  he  and 
his  company,  were  foon  after  relcafed,  and  at  liberty  to  pro- 
ceed on  another  cruize.  This  difgufted  the  Britifh  Court 
with  France,  and  difappointed  the  hopes  of  Lord  North, 
who  told  Parliament  *•  Cunningham  would  he  treated  in 
France  as  a  pirate."  The  Court  of  Ver failles  took  no  fur- 
ther notice  of  the  matter. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  with  his'fleet  from  New- York,  at  the    Aug.  25. 
mouth  of  Elk  river,  and  on  the  landing  the  army  at  Elk  fer- 
ry, a  corps  of  them  then  advanced  1,0  the  head  of  the  Elk, 
by  the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  within  fifty  or  fixty  miles  of    Aug.  26. 
Philadelphia. 

General  Wafhlngton,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army,    Aug.  30. 
marched  through   Philadelphia  in  his  way  down  to  Mary- 
land ;  and  the  laft  of  the  month  encamped  at  Wilmington, 
thirty  miles  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  enemy  on  Elk  river. 

The  returns  of  the  Royal  army  make  them  to  confift  of      Sept.  1. 
27,000  n;cn  at  this  date,  in  all  their  divifions. 

General   Wafhington,  in  a  letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  at      Sept.  aj 
Wilaaington,  informed  them  that  "  the  enemy,  with  a  con^ 
O 
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^777-  fideiable  force,  had  a  flcirmirh  with  fome  ot  his  light  advanc- 
''— V*-r^  ed  corps,  who,  though  they  were  obliged  to  retreat,  yet  he 
believed  the  enemy  had  fufFered  the  greateft  lofs,*  as  fome 
of  the  Continental  party  were  expert  marlcfmen,  and  had 
opportunities  of  giving  them  feveral  clofe  and  well  direfted 
fires,  particularly  in  one  inftance,  where  a  body  ot  riflemen 
formed  a  kind  of  ambufcade.  The  defign  of  their  fthe  ene- 
my's) movement,  General  Wafliington  fays,  feemed  to  have 
been  to  difperfe  our  light  troops,  who  had  been  troublefome 
to  them  ;  and  to  gain  poffefTion  ot  Iron-hill,  to  eflablifh  a 
poff  mo(t  probably  for  covering  their  retreat  in  cafe  of  acci- 
dents." 

Congrefs  ordered  General  Smallwood  and  Colonel  Gift 
to  the  eaftern  and  weftern  fhores  of  Maryland.  They,  with 
General  Cadwallader,  of  Philadelphia,  were  to  take  command 
of  the  militia  there,  and  to  a£l  on  the  rear,  and  the  left  flank 
if  the  enemy  advanced,  to  be  joined  with  militia  from  the 
Jerfies  under  General  Dickinfon.  General  Sullivan  with 
his  dlvifion,  were  dire£led  to  join  the  Continental  army. 

Sept.  g.  General  \Wafhlngton  moved  with  his  troops  to  Newport, 

three  miles  below  Wilmington.  The  Royalifls  marched  in 
one  folld  column  to  Mill-town,  within  about  i|  mile  of 
General  Wafliington's  main  bodv,  but  foon  after  filed  off  to 
the  right  of  them  in  order  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of  a  fort  on 
the  heights  of  Brandywine ;  but  General  Wafhington  per- 
ceiving their  defign,  d'i^- Itched  Lord  Stirling  with  his  dlvif- 
ion to  get  poffeffion  before  them. 

Sept.  11.  An  a6lion  took  ^Xzce.  dii  Brandywine,  i\\e  particulars  of 
which  were  publlihed  in  a  letter  written  at  Schuylkill,  two 
days  after  the  a6llon. 

"  The  aclion  began  in  the  morning,  when  a  large  body  ot 
the  enemy  appeared  oppofite  to  them,  and  a  heavy  cannon- 
ade lafted,  more  or  lefs  the  whole  day.  Gen.  Maxwell's  ad- 
vanced light  corps,  engaged  the  advanced  parties  of  the  en- 
emy on  the  other  fide  of  the  Brandywine  creekt  with  fuc- 
cefs.  Another  body  advanced  oppofite  to  to  our  army,  and 
took  a  circuitous  route  of  fix  miles  to  our  right,  and  croffed 
the  creek,  at  the  forks  of  Brandywine.  General  Wafhing- 
ton  had  very  contradiftory  accounts  of  the  number,  and  de- 
termination of  this  column,  until  they  had  croffed  the  creek, 
fix  miles  in  our  right ;  he  immediately  ordered  General  Sul- 
Jivau's,  Lord  Stirling's,  and  Stephen's  divlfions,  to  advance 
and  attack  them  ;  this  was  about  three  o'clock  in  the  alter- 

.  *  An  acounl  puhliflicd  fince,  makes  eg  killed,  8o  wounded 
2o  prifo-ncrs  of  the  Royal i/is. 

+  This  creek  empties  it  [elf  into  the  Delaware,  mar  M^iL 
miner  ton. 
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noon,  thefe  divifions  having  marched  about  three  miles  fell.  1777. 
in  with  the  enemy,  who  were  alfo  advancing.  Each  fide  '^— ^^— ' 
pufhed  ior  a  hill  fituated  in  the  middle  ;  the  conteft  became 
accordingly  fevere,  and  lafted  without  intermiflion  for  an 
hour  and  an  half,  when  our  troops  began  to  give  way,  many 
having  expended  all  their  cartridges.  General  Walhington, 
who,  in  the  beginning  of  the  aftion,  galloped  to  the  right, 
ordered  Pv^Uior-General  Greene's  divifion  and  Nafli's  bri- 
gade  frorMffi^left,  but  the  dlftance  being  fo  great,  the  other 
divifion  hlSPl-etreated  before  this  arrived ;  hqjwrever,  they 
formed,  and  were  ol  the  utmoft  fervice  in  covering  the  re- 
treat of  the  other  divifions,  particularly,  Wendon's  brigade 
of  General  Greene's  divifion,  who  behaved  to  admiration, 
in  an  exceflive  hot  fire,  they  attacked  the  Britifh  grena- 
diers, and  finally  after  da'-k  came  off  in  great  order.  While 
this  fcene  was  acting  on  the  right,  the  enemy  opened  a  bat- 
tery on  the  left,  of  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  oppofite  to  one  of 
ours,  oi  the  fame  number.  General  Wayne,  with  a  divifion 
ot  Pennfylvania  troops,  having  General  Maxwell's  light 
corps  on  the  left,  and  General  Natli's  brigade  (which  was 
afterwards  drawn  off  to  fupport  the  right  wing)  on  his  right, 
formed  the  left  wing.  The  enemy's  batteries,  and  ours  kept 
up  an  inceffant  cannonade  and  formed  fuch  a  column  of 
fmoke,  that  the  Briiith  troops  paffed  the  creek  unperceived 
on  the  right  of  the  battery,  in  the  ground  which  was  left  un- 
occupied by  the  withdraw  ot  General  Nafli's  brigade. 

"  A  very  fevere  aftion  immediately  commenced  between 
General  Wayne  and  the  enemy,  who  had  now  got  poffefTion 
of  a  height  oppofite  to  hitn ;  they  made  feveral  efforts  to 
pafs  the  low  grounds  between  them,  and  were  as  frequently 
repulfed.  Night  coming  on,  his  Excellency  the  General 
gave  orders  for  a  retreat,  which  was  regularly  effefted,  with- 
out the  leaft  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  purfue. 
"  Our  troops  that  night  retired  to  Chefter." 
The  lauer  writer  remarks,  "  This  is  the  mofl  capital  and 
general  aclion  of  the  prefent  war,  and  when  we  confider  the 
precarious  circumftances  of  the  enemy,  and  the  views  they 
had,  to  take  Philadelphia  by  a  fingle  aftion,  the  lofs  they 
fuflained  without  attaining  their  end  ;  it  may  be  fairly  con- 
cluded, Irom  a  comparifon  of  circumftances,  that  if  the  ad- 
vantage is  not  on  our  fide,  yet  they  will  have  but  little  to 
boaft  oF." 

Monfieur  ck  Condry*  of  the  Continental  army  was  unfor- 
tunately drowned  in  crofling  the  Schuylkill. 

Notwithftandlng  the  fttuation  in  which  the  engagement 

*  This  gentleman  was  a  Brigadier. General  and  Engineer 
in  the  French  Jervice,  and  a  Major  General  in  the  Amencm 
army  ;  he  arrived,  at  Bqjhn  in  the  month  of  May, 
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1777.  happened,  prevented  little  more  than  one  half  of  General 
^— ^^— '  Wafhington's  force,  to  be  oppofed  to  nearly  the  whole 
flrength  of  the  enemy  ;  it  was  reported  with  confidence,  that 
the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  did  not  exceed  one 
thoufand,  killed  and  wounded  ;  among,  the  latter,  is  the  your^ 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  lately  from  France,  and  General 
Woodford  ;  the  enemy  loft  double  the  number.  An  ac- 
count publilhed,  has  it  800  killed,  1178  wounded,  in  the 
whole  1978.  It  is  certain  that  many  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed on  both  fides,  and  the  lols  ereateft  on  the  fide  of  the  Koy- 
aliils. 

Sept.  13  Burgoyne   pafTed   the   Hudfon,   and  encamped   on  the 

and  14.       heights,  and  in  the  plains  of  Saratoga. 

Sepi.  17.  The  northern  army  advanced  in  three  columns,  under 
Generals  Lincoln  and  Arnold,  General  Gates  in  the  centre. 
Thedefign  was  to  endeavour  to  force  Burgoyne  and  his 
troops  back  to  Canada,  "  which  I'in  the  words  ot  the  gene- 
ral orders  iffued  by  General  Gates,  previous  to  their  rparch) 
had  been  fuccefsfully  begun  by  Gen.  Stark  and  Col.  Warn- 
er at  the  eafi.ward  ;  and  by  Gen.  Harkerman  and  Col.  Gan- 
levoort  at  the  weftward  ;  and  could  not,  with  the  blelfingof 
heaven,  tail  to  be  equally  profperous  in  the  hands  of  the  ge- 
nerals and  foldiets,  appointed  to  face  the  enemy's  main  ar- 
my at  the  northward.  If  the  murder  of  aged  parents,  with 
their  innocent  children  ;  if  mangling  the  blooming  virgin, 
and  inoffenfive  youth  are  inducements  to  revenge — it  the 
righteous  cau(e  ot  freedom,  and  the  happinefs  of  pollerity 
are  the  motives  to  ftimulate  to  conquer  their  mercenary  and 
mercilefs  toes,  the  time  is  now  come,  when  they  arc  called 
upon  by  their  country,  by  their  General,  and  by  every 
thing  divine  and  human  to  vanquidi  the  toe."  Thefe  or- 
ders infpired  them  with  ardor  to  revenge  their  country'^ 
wrongs,  and  their  operations  heaven  crowned  with  fuccefs. 
The  main  body  of  Gates's  army  took  poll  near  Stillwater 
between  Saratoga  and  the  mouth  ot  Mohawk  river. 

Sept,  19.  The  firft  general  aftion  beween  Burgoyne's  and  the 
Continental  army  happened  on  this  day.  The  latter  being 
encamped  on  Behmus's  heights  on  the  Hudfon,  fome  miles 
above  Stillwate'r,  and  the  latter  at  Van  Veighten's  mill,  feven 
miles  north.  The  advanced  guards  of  the  Continentals, 
confi fling  ot  Morgan's  rifles,  and  detachments  from  the  otk. 
er  corps,  pofted  at  about  one  mile  and  an  half  front  ot  the  en- 
enemy,  were  attacked  by  three  regiments  of  Britifli  tPoops, 
and  alter  an  obftinate  difpute  the  enemy  gave  way  with  con- 
liderable  lofs,  but  being  reinforced  they  renewed  the  attack. 
The  Continentals  being  at  the  fame  time  fupporied  by  the 
l-ett  wing,  confiftingof  the  whole  of  Arnold's  divifionreceiv- 
ed  them  warmly  ;  arid  though  the  enemy  brought  on  their 
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whole  force,  not  more  than  half  the  Continentals  maintained      1777' 
their  ground  till  night,  when  both  parties  retired.  ^ii  ^i  ^ 

The  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
amounted  fas  was  reported)  to  near  looo.  They  had  two 
pieces  of  artillery  in  this  aflion,  one  of  which  was  taken  and 
retaken  four  different  times,  the  enemy  finally  keeping  it; 
the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Continentals,  varioufly  leported; 
Some  accounts  make  them  260,  and  the  higeft  number  318.* 
A  detachment  of  500  men  were  fent  from  General  Lin- 
coln's divifion,  under  Colonel  Brown,  to  attack  the  enemy 
at  the  landing  at  Lake  George,  three  miles  from  Ticondero- 
ga,  with  a  view  to  retake  the  prifoners  and  deftroy  the  ene- 
my's ftores. 

Another  detachment  of  equal  number,  marched  the  fame 
day  for  Mount-lndependenCe  to  divert  the  enemy's  attention 
from  Colonel  Brown.  Thefe  parties  had  orders,  if  they 
found  it  pia6Hcable,  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  the  Mount. 

Colonel  Woodbridge,  with  a  like  number,  marched  for 
Skenefborough,  Fort  Ann  andFort  Edward,  all  which  places 
the  Royalifls  had  evacuated,  and  cdllefted  their  whole  force 
at  their  grand  army.  Six  days  after  the  aftion,  mentioned 
above.  General  Gates  was  joined  by  two  hundred  Oneida 
Indians,  who,  with  the  riflemen,  were  detached  to  gain  in- 
formation of  the  enemy's  fituation,  and  to  attack  their  out- 
pofls  ;  the  army  following  the  next  day.  Colonel  Brown 
having  fucceeded  in  the  bufinefs  he  went  upon,  to  lake 
George,  informed  General  Lincoln  what  he  had  done,  from 
his  letter,  and  an  officer  in  his  detatchment,  we  learn,  "  That 
alter  taking  poffeflion  of  the  old  French  lines  at  Ticonder- 
oga, and  keeping  them  four  days  with  300  men,  Mount 
Defiance  fell  into  his  hands  with  loomen.'  He  took  200  bat- 
teaux  on  lake  Champlain  and  Mount  Hope,  feveral  large 
gun  boats  and  arf  armed  floop,  fome  cannon  and  fmall  arms, 
equal  to  the  number  of  prifoners  who  were  about  300— he 
alforeleafed  a  number  of  Continental  prifoners." 

After  performing  thefe  fervices,  Colonel  Brown  joined 
the  mainarmy. 

After  the  a6lion  at  Brandywine,  the  outpoft  of  the  Con- 
tinental and  Royal  armies  had  a  fkirmifh  near  the  Warren 
tavern  twenty-three  miles  from  Philadelphia,  and  on  Lan- 
cafter  road.  The  K.oyalifts  had  now  got  poffeflion  of  Wil- 
mington, and  Con^refs  thought  it  prudent  to  remove  to  York- 
town,  in  the  northern  part  of  Pennfylvania.  The  city  of 
Philadelphia,  then  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Royalills,  and 
"  the  Britifh  and  Heflian  grenadiers  with  a  detachment  of  5^/,^^  27. 
Royal  artillery,  took  poifellion  of  the  city  (and  as  a  public 

*  Thefe  numbers  differ  greatly  from  that  given  hy  the 
enemy. 
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ijj'j.      paper  reports)  headed  by  Colonel  Harcourt  with  a  party  .of 
^    ^11/    light  dragoons  under  command  of  Earl  Cornvvallis,  who  was 
attended  at  the  head  oi  the  grenadiers  by  Sir  William  Erf- 
kine,  commiffary-general,  and  a  number  of  other  officers  of 
diftinftion  with  a  band  ot  mufic  playing  God  fave  the  King" 
Od.  4.  That  part  of  the  Royal  army  that  were  left  in  pofTeffion  of 

New-York,  in  the  abfence  of  General  Howe,  having  receiv- 
a  recruit  ot  frelh  troop  from  England,  General  Vaughan  un- 
dertook an  expedition  up  Hudfon's  river,  probably  to  make 
adiverfion  in  favour  ot  General  Burgoyae,  whofe  fituation 
became  now  very  hazardous.  A  number  ot  troops  were 
embarked  in  about  thirty  fail  of  veflels,  and  a  number  of 
flat-bottom  boats,  under  Sir  James  Wallace  ;  they  proceed- 
ed up  the  river,  as  far  as  Tarry-town,  and  landed  fome 
men  ;  the  next  morning  refliipped  them,  and  proceeded  to 
King's. ferry,  and  landed  a  few  troops,  but  their  main  body,  ^ 
landed  on  the  oppofite  ftiore,  the  weft  fide  ;  on  the  Monday 
following,  thofe  at  Peck's-Hill  crofled  over.  About  4000 
inarched  towards  the  Continental  forts,  Montgomery  and 
Clinton  ;  they  were  oppofed  in  their  march  by  an  inferior 
number  who  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  torts  were  garri- 
loned  with  5,  or  600  men,  an3  between  the  hours  ot  one 
and  two  the  attack  began,  but  the  fire  from  the  fort  put 
them  into  confufion  feveral  times.  About  four  o'clock,  a 
flag  was  fent,  demanding  a  furrender  in  a  few  minutes,  or 
ihey  fhould  all  be  put  to  the  fword  ;  Colonel  Livingfton 
returned  tor  anfwer,  "  They  were  determined  to  defend  the 
■  fort  to  the  laft  extremity."  The  combai  was  then  renewed 
with  vigour,  til!  dufk  of  the  evening,  when  the  Royalifts  .• 
llormed  the  upper  redoubts,  which  commanded  the  fort  . 
Montgomery,  and  after  a  fevere  ftruggle,  by  fuperiority  of 
numbers,  they  got  pofleflion.  At  the  fame  time,  they  ftorm- 
ed  and  took  Fort  Clinton,  where  were  only  militia,  who 
made  a  noble  defence. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  garrifon,  with  almoft  all  the  offi- 
cers, taking  advantage  of  the  darknefs  of  the  night  made 
theii  efcape,  alter  the  enemy  had  been  forae  time  matter  of 
the  Forts.  _  ' 

It  was  reported  that    the  conquerors   refu-Ted   to  givg| 
quarters,  and  continued  firing  on  the  garrifon  ?lter  the^lSSB 
icaled   the    ramparts.      The    Continental    Frigates,    Cm-*^'' 
grcfs  and  Montgomery  being  in  the  river,  and  the  wind  and 
tide  unfavourable   to  remove  them   higher  up,  they   were'^^ 
burnt,  to  prevent  falling  into  the  enemy's  hands  ;  their  lofs. 
in  this  adventure  in  killed  and  wounded  was  very  con fidern- 
ble.     Notwithftanding  their  fuccefs,  it  proved  of  no  advai 
tage  to  the  army  from  Canada,  under  Burgoyne. 

An  aftion  took  place  this  day,  between  the  Continental 
•  army  and  Genera!  Hov.t's,  at  Germaniouni, eight rniles  troin 


the  American  War,  iig 

Philadelphia.  The  following  is  Gen.  Walhington's  account      1777. 
of  it  in  a  letter  to  Congress,  dated  Penbuckers-Mill,  Oft.  5,     '  ^ 

1777.  "  Having  received  intelligence  by  two  intercepted 
letters,  that  General  Howe  had  detached  a  part  ot  his  iorce 
for  the  purpofe  of  reducing  Billings-Fort,  and  the  forts  oa 
Delaware,  I  communicated  the  accounts  to  my  general 
officers,  who  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  a  favourable 
opportunity  offered  to  make  an  attack  upon  the  troops,  which 
were  at,  and  near  Germantown.  It  was  accordingly  agreed 
it  fhould  take  palace  yeftcrday  morning,  and  the  following 
difpofitions  were  made. 

The  divifions  of  Sullivan  and  Wayne,  flanked  by  Con- 
way's brigade,  were  to  enter  the  town  by  way  of  Chefnut- 
Hill,  while  General  Armftrong  with  the  Pennfylvania  mi- 
litia, fhould  fall  down  the  Menatawney  road  by  Vanderinge- 
Mills,  and  get  upon  the  enemy's  left  and  rear.  The  divif- 
ions ot  Green  and  Stephens,  flanked  by  M'Dougal's 
brigade,  were  to  enter  by  taking  a  circuit  by  way  ot  the 
Lime-Kiln  road,  at  the  market-houfe,  and  to  attack  their 
right  wing  ;  and  the  militia  of  Maryland  and  Jerfey  under 
Generals  Smallwood  and  Freeman,  were  to  march  by  the 
Old  York  road,  and  fall  upon  the  rear  of  their  right.  Lord 
Sterling  with  Nalh  and  Maxwell's  brigades,  were  to  form  a 
corps  oe  referve. 

We  marched  about  7  o'cock  the  preceding  morning,  and 
General  Sujiivan's  advanced  party,  drawn  from  Conway's 
brigade  attacked  their  piquet,  at  Mount-Ring,  at  Mr.  Allen's 
houfe  about  funrife  the  next,  morning,  which  prefently  gave 
way,  and  his  main  body,  confiftingof  the  right  wing,  follow- 
ing ibon,  engaged  the  light-intantry,  and  other  troops  en- 
camped near  the  piquet,  which  were  forced  from  the  ground, 
leaving  their  baggage,  they  retreated  aconfiderahlediftance, 
having  previoufly  thrown  a  party  into  Mr.  Chew's  houfe, 
who  were  in  a  fituation,  not  to  be  eafily  forced  ;  and  had  it 
in  their  power,  from  the  windows,  to  give  us  no  fmall  an- 
noyance, and  in  a  great  meafure  to  obftru61;  our  advance. 
The  attack  from  our  left  column,  under  General  Greene 
began  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  after  that  trom  the 
<»ight,  and  was  the  fame  time  equally  fuccelsful ;  but  Lean- 
rnot  enter  upon  the  particulars  of  what  happened  in  that 
\juarter,  as  I  am  not  yet  informed  of  them  with  certainty  and 
piecifion.  1  he  morning  was  extremely  toggy,  which  pre- 
vented our  improving  the  advantages  we  had  gained,  fo 
well  as  we  oiherwife  (hould  have  done.  This  clrcumftance, 
by  concealing  trom  us  the  true  fituaiion  ot  the  enemy,  oblig- 
1  cd  us  to  aft  with  more  caution,  and  lefs  expedition,  than  we 
|j>ould  have  wilhed,  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  recover 
I  Uom  the  eflefts  of  our  firlt  impre(fion  ;   and  what  was  Hill 


120 


An  Hiflorical  Journcd  of 


1777.  more  unfortunate,  it  ferve4  to  keep  our  different  parties  itt 
■  ^  '  -*  ignoranceof  each  other's  niovements,  and  hindered  their  aft- 
ing  in  concert;  it  alfo  occa^.oned  them  to  miftakeone  another, 
for  the  enemy,  which  I  beHeve  more  than  any  thing  elfe, 
contributed  to, the  misfortunes  which  enfued.  In  the  midft 
of  the  moft  promifing  appearances,  when  every  thing  gave 
the  moil  flattering  hopes  oi  viftory,  the  troops  began  fucl- 
denly  to  retreat,  and  entirely  left  the  field,  in  fpite  of  every 
effort  that  could  be  made  to  rally  them. 

Upon  the  whole  it  may  be  faid,  this  day  was  rather  unfor- 
tunate than  injurious.  Wefuftained  no  material  lofs  of  men, 
andbroughtoffallourartilieryexceptone  piece  which  wasdif- 
mounted.  The  enemy  are  nothing  the  better  by  the  event 
and  our  troops,  who  are  not  the  lead  difpirited  by  it,  have, 
gained  what  all  young  troops  gain  by  being  in  aftjon.  We 
have  had  however  feveral  valuable  officers  killed  and  wouq- 
ed,  particularly  the  latter.  General  Nalh  is  among  the 
wounded,  and  his  life  isdefpaired  of.*  The  letter  concludes 
with  encomiums  on  the  gallantry  of  General  Sullivan  and, 
the  whole  right  wing  of  the  army  who  afted  immediately 
under  his  Excellency's  eye.  In  a  poftfcript  he  takes  no- 
tice— "  I  have  juft  heard  from  General  Greene,  1  fear  the 
lofs  is  more  confiderable  than  I  at  firft  apprehended.  The 
cannon  mentioned  above  is  faid  to  be  brought  off  in  a  wag- 
gon. 

*  General  Najh  died  fo on  after — The  following  lines  were 
written  in  Carolina  on  occafon  of  his  death. 

"  On  Bunker's  hill  great  Warren  is  no  more. 

The  brave  Montgomery's  fall  we  next  deplore  ; 

Princetown's  fair  fields  to  trembling  Britain  tell. 

How  fear  d  with  wounds  the  conqueror  Mercer  fell; 

New-England's  boaft  the  generous  Wooftery^a/w,     > 

Deinanis  our  tears,  while  Britons  fly  the  plain, 

(And  Harkerman  who  fought  the  favage  race  J 

Among  the  Heroes  zuell  deferves  a  place. 

Lajijlow  our  forrows  for  a  fav'rite  fon. 

Whom  zveeping  Carolina  claims  her  own  ; 

The  gallant  Nafh,  who  with  the  fatal  zoound, 

Tho'  tortur'd — welt'ring  on  the  hoflile ground,  jjfi 

*'  Fight  on  my  troops  "  with  fmiling  ardor  faid,        ''^* 

"  7is  but  the  fate  ofwai,  "  be  not  difmay  d. 

High  heaven  defigns  for  great  events  this  woe. 

Which  till  the  defind period  none  mu/i  know  ; 

Heroes  of  old,  they  for  their  country  flood 

Rais'd  mighty  Einpires founded zvith  their  blood; 

In  this  new  zcorld  like-great  events  mufi  C07ne, 

Thus  Athens  rofe,  and  thus  imperial  Rome. 
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It  appears  by  oiher  accounts  publifhed  at  the  tirne,  "  That  ^777' 
the  Continental  troops  having  eagerly  entered  the  town,  ^— v*^ 
every  houfe  in  it  became  a  garrifon  for  the  enemy,  who  got 
their  light  field-pieces  into  the  chapbers.  (The  houfes  built 
with  ftone  were  proof  againft  fmall  arms.)  Befides  the  very 
thick  log,  the  Royalifts  let  fire  to  feveral  fields  ol"  Hubble, 
hay,  and  other  combuftibles,  the  fmoke  ol"  which,  together 
with  the  fog,  combined  to  niakefuch  a  midnight  (Jarknefs, 
that  great  part  of  the  time  there  w'Ss  no  diftinguilhing  friend 
from  foe,  but  by  direftion  of  the  fhot,  and  no  other  objeft 
but  the  flalh  of  the  gun.  In  this  fituation,  one  divifion  ot" 
the  Continentals  coming  towards  their  rear,  they  miftook  it 
for  a  large  body  of  the  en^my,  and  were  thereby  thrown 
into  confufion.  The  Royalifts  had  great  advantage,  by 
knowing  perfeclly  well  the  ground,  to  which  the  Continen- 
tals were  total  ftrangers.  By  unfortunate  occurrences,  the 
Continental  troops  were  broke,  the  event  of  which  was  i. 
retreat.  General  Sullivan's  two  aids  were  killed.  The 
Royalifts  loft  Getieral  Agnew,  killed.  General  de  Heifter's 
fon,  and  feveral  other  officers  ;  the  privates  not  afcertained* 
General  Kniphaufen  was  wounded,  and  a  great  nnn-jer  of 
foldiers. 

A  letter  from  a  general  ofHcer  at  the  northern  camp,  three 
miles  from  Stillwater,  relates  the  following  circumftances 
of  an  action  with  Burgoyne's  army,  which  happened  on 
Tuefday,  the  7th  of  Otfober,  viz. 

"  T-ke  enemy's  army  advanced  from  their  right,  with  a  Q^^  j^ 
defign  to  poft  on  our  left ;  our  fcouts  were  driven  in,  and 
'they  continued  advancing.  Three  regiments  were  ordered 
out,  who  met  them  a  mde  from  our  lines,  a  fmall  eminence 
■lying  between  them  ;  each  pulhed  hard  for  it,  and  our  troops 
jgained  it. 

"  The  attack  began,  in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  til! 
ji^ark  without  inicrmifhon  ;  during  which  we  drove  them 
itwo  miles,  and  at  length  entered  their  works  fword  in  hand, 
(Lieutenant  Colonel  Breyman,  who  defended  one  of  the  in- 
trenchments  was  killed  in  the  aclion  ;  and  in  the  works  were 
taken  two  brafs  twelve  pounders,  and  fix  fjx  pounders,  three 
ammunition  waggons,  about  300  tents,  a  quantity  of  baggage, 
upwards  of  30  horfes,  waggons,  &cc.  &c. 

Our  troops  could  not   prudently  proceed  any  .further,  it 

.being  dark,  and  the  woods  very  thick  :  they  halted  at  half  a 

.jjiile  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy.     The  next  morning,  about 

bur  o'clock.  General  Lincoln  moved  by  the  right.    On  liis 

roach,  the  enemy  retired  to  their  ftrong  holds  on  the  riv- 

d,  leaving  their  lines  in  our  pofrefiion."     Skirmilhing 

were  fent  out  the  whole  day.     Some  prifoners  were 
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1777.  taken,  and  fome  killed  and  wounded.  On  our  fide  -^raong 
^J^  the  wounded, is  General  Lincoln, (hot  through  the  leg.  Gen. 
Arnold  was  wounded  in  the  adion.  The  day  before,  about 
30  of  ours  were  killed,  and  100  wounded.  The  enemy's  lofs 
was  confiderable,  Gen.Frafer  wounded  mortally.  Prifoners, 
fix  Captains,  to  Subalterns,  one  Ouavter-Mafter-GeneraK 
and  190  privates.  We  took  three  field-pieces.  From  their 
hofpitals  were  taken  300  fiejc  and  wounded,  with  fome 
medicines,  100  barrels  ot  flour,  and  other  articles ;  upwards 
ol  100  left  dead  on  the  giound.  About  12  at  night  the  en- 
emy began  their  retreat,  breaking  up  bridges,  and  oiherwife 
fpoilin?  the  roads  in  their  rear.  Three  thoufand  ol  our  men 
were  dtfpatched  to  lay  on  their  left  flank,  the  river  being 
on  their  right,  and  two  brigades   on  the  river  road  in  their 

Another  account  mentions,  300  to  have  been  taken,  of 
which  number,  feven  are  field  officers,  among  whom  is  Ma- 
jor Williams,  commander  of  the  Britifh  artillery. 

Major  General  Gates  in  his  letter  to  Congrefs,  mentions 
the  capture  of  two  other    officers.    Major  Ackland    who 
commanded  the  corps  of  grenadiers,    and  Oaptain  Money, 
Quarter-Maffer-General  ;   he  applauds  the  bravery  ot   the 
whole  body  that  engaged,  particularly  the    riflemen  under 
^    Colonel  Morgan,  and  the  light-infantry  under  Major  Dear- 
''    born.     [Captain  Money,  when  examined  before  a  Commit- 
tee ot  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  cenfures  the  conduft  of  a 
battalion  of  Brunfwickers  who  were  difperfed  in  coftfufion, 
and  coiild  not  be  rallied  afterwards.] 
OSf.  25.       General  Vaughan's  divifion  of   Koyalifls  in  their  return 
from  the  capture  of  forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton,  com- 
mitted great  outrage.     The  town  of  Kingflon  (yEfopus)  the 
third,  for  elegance  in  the  State  of  New- York,  was  burnt; 
the  church  did  not  efcape,  nor  any  other  houfe,  excepting  one. 

The  operations  of  General  Burgoyne  weiX'  now  drawing 
towards  a  period.  A  variety  of  circumflances  combined  to 
accelerate  the  fate  of  his  army.  After  the  combat  above 
related,  they  had  frequent  fklrmiflies  to  their  lofs.  Into  the 
hands  of  the  Continentals,  fell  large  quantities  of  provifions, 
prifoners,  and  baggage.  A  confiderable  number  of  deferters 
came  over  to  Gen.  Gates ;  numbers  of  their  boats  were  taken. 
The  Continental  army  was  daily  recruiting,  and  in  a  condi- 
tion tofurround  Burgoyne's, which  rendered  it  Imprafticable 
for  them  to  retreat,  the  Continentals  having  command  ofall  the 
paffes  by  which  it  muff  have  been  made,  or  he  could  receive 
any  fupplies.  In  this  fituation.  General  Burgoyne  reque^ 
cd  a  correfpondence  with  General  Gates,  which  being  grant- 
ed, Major  Kingfton  was  difpatched  with  a  mcllage,  in  which 
the  Bruifli  G^jncral  holds  up  the  idea,  "  that  his  attempting 
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a  retreat  would  produce  a  fcene  of  carnage  on  both  fides  ;       ^777' 
and  therefore  he  was  impelled  by  humanity  to  propofc  a  cef-     '^^/--^ 
fation  oi  arms,  to  communicate  his  preliminary  terms  of  fur- 
render." 

General  Gates  in  his  reply  reprefented  that  the  flate  of 
the  Royal  army  was  fuch,  that  they  could  only  be  allowed 
to  furrender  prifoners  oi  war.  Sundry  propofals  were  made, 
and  replied  to,  and  the  preliminary  articles  being  flated  by 
General  Burgoyne,  officers  from  each  camp  were  appoint- 
ed to  difcufs  and  fettle  them,  which  being  done^  and  the  ar- 
ticles of  capitulation  agreed  on.  General  Gates,  out  of  com- 
plaifance  to  a  Britifli  commander,  condefcended  that  their 
agreement  of  furrender  fhould  bear  the  name  o'i  Convention. 
It  was  figned  by  the  refpective  parties,  and  Lieut.  General 
Burgoyne  with  his  whole  army  became  the  prifoners  of  the 
United  States,  this  jjthday  of  Oftober.* 

The  return  made  by  Genera!  Burgoyne   to  Sir  William 
Howe,  makes  the  number  ot  troops  which  furrendered  at  Sa-      Ocl.  17. 
tog^  5750.  viz. 

Briiifh  by  capitulation  ,  2442 

Foreigners  by  do.  211^8 

Gen.Eurgoyne's  ftafF,  among  which') 

are  fix  members  of  Parliament         j     

Sent  to  Canada  1100 

575"^ 
At  the  fame  time  were  taken  alfo  39  brafs  cannon  com- 
plete, royals  and  mortars  included;  5000  fland  ol  arms;  400 
lets  of  harncfs,  a  number  of  ammuniton  waggons,  &c.  &c. 
They  were  allowed  to  take  their  military  cheft  with  them 
to  Albany. 

In  another  lift  exhibited  by  the  captive  General,  to  the 
commander  in  chief  ot  the  Britifh  army,  it  appears  he 
brought  out  of  Canada  upwards  of  10,000,  befides  Indians, 
viz. 

*  A  roriter  obferves,  that  feven  is  a  viyflical  number  re. 
vxarkablc.  in  the  fcriptures  prophecies.  In  the  American  con. 
teji  it  hath  been  noted,  that  the  furrender  of  Burgoyne  and 
his  whole  army  happened  on  the  the  lyth  any  of  the  month, 
in  the  ijth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  3^,  the  yth  Monarch  of 
England  from  Charles  frfl.  In  feven  years  and  fexutn  months^ 
from  the  firfi  bloodflied  in  the  contefl  the  maffacre  at  Boflon, 
zvhich  was  feven  years, from  the  affumed  right  of  Britain  to 
tax  America,  and  70  years  from  the  union  of  England. 
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1777.      Sick  and  wcunded,  1126       Brought  up,  3646 

U  y  i^    Prifoners  before  furrender,  400       Taken  at  Ticond.      40c 


Deferters,  300       Killed  in  General! 


Harkermer's  bat.  f    3  ^ 


Loll  at  Bennington,            1220       Included  in  Sara- 
toga Convention,  J '5'^^^ 
Killed  between   17th      \  ^^^  — ^^ — 

Sept.  and  i8ih  Oft.         j 10096 

3646 

The  lofs  of  Ticondcroga,  which  atfirft  gave  great  pain  and 
anxiety,  particularly  to  the  New  England  States,  paved  the 
way  to  the  important  concjuell  above,  and  eventually  proved, 
by  the  interpofnion  of  Providence,  the/uin  ot  Burgoyne's  ar- 
ray, libl^fied  the  hopes  ot  Britain  in  this  expedition,  under  a 
commander  from  whom  they  cxpefted  much.  And  it  was 
followed  with  happy  confcquences  to  the  United  States. 

[Befides  what  is  related  in  the  foregoing  pages,  relative 
to  the  operations  of  General  Burgoyne's  army  in  their  route 
from  Canada  to  Saratoga,  we  colle6l  the  following  parti- 
culars, viz.] 

Picvious  to  the  arrival  of  General  Burgoyne  from  Eng- 
land, the  6th  of  May  at  Out  bee.  Sir  Guy  Carlton  had 
in"  the  winter  of  1776,  forwarded  provifions  and  ftores  to 
Chamblee  and  St.  John's,  for  the  intended  expedition  from 
Canada,  That  after  he,  Burgoyne^  had  croffed  Charnplain, 
he  made  an  addrefs  to  the  Indians  in  his  army,  and  was 
anfwered  by  an  Iroquois  chief.  Thefe  favages  were  prin- 
cipally under  the  direftion  of  Mr.  St.  Luc,  a  Canadian  gen- 
tleman, and  a  Mr.  Langdale.  It  appears  that  if  the  Indians 
\vcre  ferviceable  to  the  Britifh  in  the  expedition,  thev  were 
alfovery  iroublefome  and  difficult  to  refrrain  within  rule  and 
order.  That  in  an  aftion  with  a  party  of  Con:inentals, 
i^p  of  Burgoyne's  troops  under  General  Frafer  were  killed 
and  wounded  July  the  7th,  at  Kubbards  town.  That  on 
the  9th  and  icth  of  the  fame  month,  the  Britilh  army  afTem- 
bled  at  Skenefborough.  The  12th,  the  Earl  of  Harrington, 
was  appointed  aid  de  camp  to  Geneia!  Burgoyne. 

That  the  afiion  of  the  19th  of  September  continued  from 
one  to  feven  o'clock,  P.  M.  Three  Britifii  regiments,  viz. 
the  20th,  21  ft,  and  62d  regiments  were  in  clofe  and  continual 
fire  for  tour  hours.  The  latter  were  not  left  with  more  than 
100  rank  and  file  ;  the  ■others  alfo  fufTered  greatlv. 

In  the  afiion  of  the  7th  Oftober, 
the  artillery  was  wounded  at  the  beginning  of  it.  During 
the  action  Sir  Frajuis  Clarke,  fecretary  to  General  Bur- 
goyne, was  mortally  wounded.  On  the  8th,  the  day  after 
the  aftion.  General  Frafer  expired  of  the  wound  he  had 
received  in  it,  and  was,  a&  he  dehred,  interred  in  a  redoubt. 
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His  loft  was  greatly  regreited  by  General  Burgcyne,  who,  1^777* 
with  all  the  Genferals  and  their  aids,  and  thofe  who  were  *  ^n  i* 
not  attached  to  any  particular  port  attended  his  iuneral.  The 
Earl  of  Balcarras  of  the  Briiifli  light  infantry,  fucceeded  to 
General  Frdfer's  command  on  his  being  wounded,  and 
Lnutenaht  Colonel  King/ion,  Adjutant-General,  was  appoint* 
ed  Secretary  to  the  General,  on  the  deceafe  of  Sir  Francis 
Clarke. 

At  the  firft  council  of  war,  (he  Britifh  officers  were  unani- 
mous for  treating  with  General  Gates.  A  treaty  acc<:)rdingly 
was  opened,  but  before  it  was  figned.  General  Burgoyne  hav- 
ing received  advice  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was-coming  up 
North  rivrr,  he,  together  with  foine  other  officers,  Philips, 
Balcarras,  Hamilton,  &c.  v.'ere  of  opinion  it  might  be  reced- 
ed from;  but  they  were  over-ruled,  and  the  Convention  took 
place. 

From  Genera!  Burgoyne's  narrative  of  his  expedition, 
and  from  the  event  of  it,  it  appears  that  he  had  a  very  inade- 
quate idea  of  the  fituation  of  the  country,  and  of  the  difpo- 
fiiion  ot  the  people  he  was  to  fubjugate,  and  was  greatly  de- 
ceived in  hin  expe6lations  at  his  firfl  fetting  out.  It  was 
truly  an  arduous  undertaking,  and  replete  with  embarrafT- 
inents  he  could  not  overcome.  It  is  not  wife  to  entertain 
too  mean  an  opinion  of  our  enemy  ;  this  hath  olten  proved 
ruinous,  and  feems  to  have  been  the  error  of  Great  Britain, 
in  their  contelt  with  America. 

The  unfortunate  commander  in  this  expedition,  by  the 
teflimony  of  the  officers  under  him,  executed  as  well  as  he 
touldy  the  orders  he  had  received,  though  not  as  he,  and  his 
employers  not  only  wiflied  for,  but  were  almoll  confident 
of  realizing. 

The  return  of  Gen.  Gates's  army,  the  16th  of  Oft.  was 
13,216,  fit  for  duty,  under  command  of  Brigadier-Generals 
Nilen,  Poor,  Learned,  Glover,  Paterfon,  Warner,  Stark, 
Baily,  Whipple,  Bricket,  Fellowes,  Wolcot,  Ten  Broek. 

When  General  Gates  had  accompliftied  the  necefTary  bu- 
flnefs  that  attended  his  late  capture,  he  gave  direftions  for 
tranfporting  theprifoners  to  MafTachufetts  Bay,  agreeable 
to  the  teriiiS  of  the  Convention,  and  foon  after  pulhed  for- 
ward his  troops  to  join  the  main  Continental  army  undet 
General  Walhington.* 

A  letter  from  the  Continental  camp,  15  miles  from    Phi-  OB.  22, 
ladelphia,  gives  the  following  account  of  therepulfe  of  abo- 
!  dy  of  Heflians  ^i  Red-Bank. 

t 

*  As  a  memorial  of  this  event,  mid  as  a  token  ofrefpeBfor 
:  the  General,  Congrej's  ordered  a   medal  of  gold  to  be  flruck^ 

and  prefcntcd  to  G-.ncral  Gates  in  the   name  of  the    United 

States. 
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^777'  "  This  happened  the  day  after  the  Royalifts  had  quitted 

vJy.-J    the  ftrong  village  of  Germantown,   and  had  retired   towards 
Philadelphia,  to  he  in  a  more  compaft  fitualion,  &c. 

"  Abopt  1200  or  1500  Heflians,  with  cannon,  eroded  the 
Delaware  at  Cooper's  terry.oppofite  Philadelphia,  and  march- 
ed to  attack  the  redoubts  at  Red  Bank,  in  which  were  two 
regiments  from  Rhode-lfland,  and  fome  artillery  under 
command  oi  Colonel  Greene  of  that  State.  A  number  of  bridg- 
es were  taken  down,  which  obliged  the  enemy  to  take  a 
circuitous  route,  fo  that  the  garrifon  had  fufficient  intelli- 
gence of  their  defign,,  and  were  prepared  accordingly. 
Count  Donop,  and  his  troops,  chiefly  Heflian  grenadiers,  ar- 
rived near  the  redoubts  about  four  o'clock,  and  immediate- 
ly furamoned  the  commander  to  furrender,  who  anfwered 
he  would  defend  the  place  to  the  laft  extremity."  The  attack 
commenced  by  a  Ready  cannonade  from  10  or  12  field  pie- 
ces, and  one  howitzer  ;  under  cover  of  the  fmoke,  the  ene- 
my advanced  to  ftorm  the  redoubt.  This  place  was  at 
firfl  intended  for  a  larger  garrifon,  therefore  it  became  nec- 
efTary  to  run  a  line  acrofs  the  middle,  and  divide  it  in  two  ; 
and  accordingly,  one  part  was  evacuated,  tho' not  deftroyed. 
The  enemy  without  difficulty  gained  the  evacuated  part  with 
loud  huzzas  on  their  fuppofed  viftory,  and  approached  the 
new  lines  which  divided  the  place.  The  brave  garrifon  thea 
began  a  fevere  and  well  direfted  fire,  which  laded  about  for- 
ty minutes,  when  the  enemy  gave  way  in  all  parts,  having 
above  100  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  upwards  of  that  number 
badly  wounded,  and  prifoners.  Count  Donop  their  com- 
mander (a  perfon  of  great  confideration  in  the  royal  army) 
was  mortally  wounded ;  a  number  of  other  officers  were 
wounded. 

The  enemy  retreated  with  the  utmofl  precipitation  all 
night,  leaving  many  of  their  wounded  on  the  road,  and  the 
next  day  crofTed  the  Delaware  to  Philadelphia,  with  the  lofs 
of  one  half  their  party.  Colonel  Greene  and  his  brave  gar- 
rifon, acquired  pvaife  for  their  gallant  defence  of  this  import- 
ant pafs,  which  is  a  key  to  the  other  polls  on  the  river. 
Congrefs  rewarded  the  Colonel  with  an  elegant  fword. 
Od  26.  A  Pl^"  which  had  been  projefted  to  difpoffefs  the  Royal- 

ifts ot  the  ifland  of  Newport  (R.  l.)  and  had  for  fome  polit- 
ical reafons  been  laid  afide,  after  fome  preparations  had  been 
made  at  Providence  to  put  it  in  execution,  was  now  refum- 
ed  by  the  New  England  States.  A  large  body  of  men  were 
afTembled  at  Providence,  and  tlie  command  given  to  Gener- 
al Spencer,  a  Continental  officer  belonging  to  Connefticut ; 
hut  this  alio  failed  of  being  executed.  The  militia  were  dif- 
mifTed,  and  returned  to  their  homes,  after  pa»-ading  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newport,  fome  weeks.     The  court  ap- 
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jrointed  to  examine  into  the  caufe  of  its  not  being  undertak-  ^777' 
en,  were  of  opinion,  '*  That  the  General  had  done  his  duty^,  ^— .y*— -^ 
and  all  that  was  in  his  power;  that  the  16th  of  Oftober 
was  the  time  agreed  on  by  the  general  officers  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  on  Rhode-lfland  ;  that  one  brigade  was  not  affembled, 
nor  embarked  in  the  whole  of  that  day,  nor  ready  for  em- 
barkation— the  principal  reafon  was,  that  all  the  brigades 
were  not  alTembled  and  embodied  on  the  day  preceding  the 
night  of  the  16th  of  October  ;  itcid  not  appear  to  the  court 
tliat  any  other  time  was  expedient  to  have  made  an  attack 
previous  to  it ;  and  fubfequent  to  it,  feveral  times  were  af- 
figned,  but  the  weather  being  wet  and  ftormy,  from  the  17th 
to  the  26th  of  October,  and  other  circumftances  made  it  un- 
favourable; and  confidcring  the  time  for  which  part  of  the 
troops  were  engaged  was  near  expiring,  the  court  were  of 
opinion  that  the  determination  of  the  Council  of  war,  of  the 
26th  of  October,  for  giving  over  the  expedition,  was  ju- 
dicious and  well  made." 

It  appears  that  the  orders  ol  the  General  had  not  been 
punftually  complied  with  ;  there  was  a  neglect  relative  to  the 
preparation  for  embarking  the  troops,  and  providing  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  boats  at  the  time  agreed,  which  having 
been  omitted,  no  other  was  favourable,  and  the  defiga  was 
frullrared. 

Sir  William  Howe  found  it  difficult  to  get  fup-plies  for  his 
troops  in  Philadelphia.  They  got  them  from  their  (hipping 
at  Cheller,  thirteen  miles  diftant,  by  a  communication  over 
Schuylkill,  which  rendered  their  convoys  liable  lobe  cut  off. 
General  Wafhington's  army  was  between  them,  and  the 
country,  and  the  Continental  gallies,  and  chevaux  de  frife 
in  the  Delaware,  prevented  the  Britidi  fhips  getting  up  to 
the  city.  To  remove  thefe  obltru6tions  in  the  river  was  the 
bufinefs  of  the  Admiral  Lord  Howe.  He  ordered  fix  of  his 
fliips  to  attempt  it,  having  got  above  the  lower  tier  of  che- 
vaux de  frife,  they  made  for  the  upper  tier,  and  had  to  en- 
counter the  gallies  and  Fort  Mifflin  at  Mud-lfland.  The  (hips 
were  difabled,  the  tide  ebbed ;  and  the  fire  fliips  carried  up- 
on them,  greatly  embarrafled  them.  Two  run  aground,  and 
were  fet  on  fire  by  the  crews  who  deferted  them,  and  foon 
after  blew  up;  one  of  them,  the  Augufta  of  64  guns,  the  oth- 
er a  frigate.  The  conduct  of  Commodore  Hazzlewood,  who 
had  command  of  the  Continental  force  in  the  river,  was  ap- 
j/lauded,  and  rewarded  by  Congrefs. 

In  this   month   was  levied  xht  Jirjl  public  /ax  fince  the  Nov. 
emilfion  of  Continental  bills  of  credit. 

It  was  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  the  refpeftive  States 
to  raife  in  the  courfe  of  the  year  following  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments, the  fum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  by  taxes  levied  on 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  refpeftive  States  in  the  following  prp 

Dollars. 


portions,  VIZ. 

New-Hamplhire, 

Maffachufetts-Bay, 

B.  I.  and  Providence, 

Connefticut, 

New-York, 

New-Jerfey, 


200,000 
800,000 
100,000 
600,000 
200,000 
270.000 


Pennfylvanja, 

Delaware, 

Marylan/1, 

Virginia, 

North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina, 

Georgia, 


-  ?' 

Dollars. 

620,000 

6o,ODO 

520,000 
800,000 
2^0,000 
500,000 
60.000 


In  the  recommendation,  Congrefs  gave  the  reafons  for  it. 
"That  fupported  by  the  confidence  ot  their  fellow  citizens, 
without  burthening  them  with  taxes,  or  pecuniary  contribu- 
tions, they  have  raifed  the  neceifary  fupplies  on  the  public 
faith  for  carrying  on  the  war.  Large  fums  have  been  emit- 
ed  in  bills  of  credit,  and  the  fame  method  embraced  by  the 
refpe6live  States  to  anfwer  their  internal  wants.  By  thefe 
accidents  our  paper  currency,  notwithftanding  the  folid  bafis 
on  which  it  is  founde<l,  is  multiplied  beyond  the  rules  of 
good  policy.  Therefore  to  ci^rry  on  the  war,  and  yet  not  to 
jncreafe  the  number  of  bills  of  credit,  the  foregoing  expedi- 
ent is  recommended," 

Congrefs  alfo  recommended  the  appointment  of  Comraif- 
lioners  to  meet  at  particular  places  for  regulating  the  prices 
of  labour,  manufaftures,  internal  produce,  and  commodities 
imported  from  foreign  parts,  military  It  ores  excepted,  and 
to  regulate  the  charges  of  innholders. 

They  refolved  alfo,  "  That  it  fhould  he  recommended 
to  the  feveral  States  to  connfcate  and  make  fale  of  all  the 
real  andperfonal  eftates  therein,  offuch  of  the  inhabitants 
and  other  perfons  who  have  forfeited  the  fame,  and  the 
right  to  the  proteftion  of  the  refpeclive  States  ;  and  to  in- 
veft  the  money  arifi ng  from  the  Tales  in  Continental  loan 
ofifice  certificates,  to  be  appropriated  in  fuch  manner  as  the 
refoeftive  States  fhall  hereatter  direcl." 

Fort-Mifflin  on  Mud-ljland,  was  evacuated  by  the  Conti- 
nental garrifou,  after  having  bravely  delqnded  it  againft  the 
Royal  batteries  on  Province-lfland,  that  lay  back  of  the  fort, 
whence  they  kept  a  continual  fire  of  eighteen  pound 
ftot.and  alfo  from  a  large  India  (hip  cut  down,  which  lay  at 
one  end  oi  the  lort,  mounted  with  twenty  eighteen  pounders. 
The  Continentals  brought  oft"  all  their. ftores,  levelled  the 
block  houles,  and  cat  down*  the  bank  to  let  in  the  water 
which  overflows  the  ifland. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith  of  Maryland,  commanded  the 
fort,  and   for  his  gallant  defence,  he  received  a  teftimonial 
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srom  Congrefs  of  the  approbation  of  the  United  Sates.*     A      ^777- 
lerter  from  General  Wafliington's  camp,  deplores  the  lofs    ^^ — y— ' 
of  young  Captain  Treat  (a  native  of  Bofton,  Mairachufetts 
State)  who  was  killed  by  a  cannon  ball,  while  defending  his 
polt  (the  letter  fays)  with  the   intrepidity  that   would  have 
done  honour  to  an  old  foldier. 

Lord  Cornwallis   and   Sir  William  Erfkine  marched  to  Nov.  17. 
Chefter  with  about  three  thoufand  men,  and  then  crolfed  the 
Delaware  to  Billing's  port,  where  they  joined  Generals  Wil- 
fon  and  Peterfon  of  the  royal  artillery. 

General  Walhington,  expefting  by  their  manoeuvres  that 
the  Royalifts  were  about  leaving  Philadelphia,  put  his  army 
in  motion  ;  and  Generals  Green  and  M'Dougal  were  ordered 
over  the  Delaware  with  a  body  of  fix  thoufand.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis's  defign  was  afterwards  found  to  be,  to  aitack  Fort 
Mercer  at  Red  Bank  before  it  evacuated,  and  to  make  in- 
curfions  into  New-Jerfev.  The  Continentals  at  Red  Bank, 
notbeingin  acondition  to  make  efFeftual  refiftance,  l>r<;ught 
off  all  the  Itores,  quitted  the  fort,  and  withdrew  to  Huddon-  Nov-.  20. 
field,  nine  miles  back.  The  Continental  fleet  lying  at  Red- 
Bank,  they  alfo  quitted  and  burnt  them.  Three  days  after, 
•the  Royalifts  took  poffeffion  of  Red  Bank. 

Lord  Cornwallis  finding  General  Greene  was  advancing 
towards  him  with  a  ilrong  body,  he    retreated  back  to  Phila- 

*  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  following  particulars 
have  been  publifhed  in  the  Providence  Gazette  of  Augujl^ 
x-j"^^,  by  General  James  M.    Vamum. 

"  The  commander.  Colonel  Smiili,  being  zoounded,  the  com- 
mand devolved  upon  Lieutenant  Colonel  R;<Jfdl,  of  the  Connec- 
ticut line,  who  being  exhaujled  by  Jutigue,  and  out  of  health, 
dejired  to  be  recalled.  The  moment  was  critical.  The  com- 
manding General  at  Woodberry,  on  the  Jerfey  fide,  had 
orders  from  General  WaJJiington  "  to  defend  Mud  I/land  ■ 
as  long  as  poffihle,  without  facrijicing  the  gar ri fan."  To  de- 
fend it  abfolutely  was  impofjible,  unlefs  the  fiege  could  be  raifed 
by  an  attack  upon  the  befiegers  in  the  fituation  of  the  fort. 
Nothing  could prefent  itfelf  to  a  relieving  off  cer,  fully  inform- 
ed of  all  circumflances,  but  certain' death,  or  an  improbable 
efcape.  In  that  critical  moment  Major  Thayer  offered  him- 
felj  a  volunteer,  and  from  the  mtk  to  the  morning  of  tke  i6lh 
of  November ,  he  defended  the  Iflund  wuh  the  great  f I  addrefs^ 
againjiafurious,andalmoflconiiint;dca.nnonade,and  bombard- 
ment from  batteries  at  a  f  nail  dijiance.  The  defign  of  General 
Varnum  in  relating  the  conduct  of  Major  Thayer,  is  to  refcus 
from  inattention ,  the  brilliant  behaviour  of  fo  deferving  an 
officer. 

Vol.  IL  Q 
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1777.    delphia,  and  General  Green  returned   to   the   Continental 
^'  y  -^    camp. 

The  forts  on  Mud  IJland  and  Red-Bank  being  now  in 
poffeffion  of  the  Royalifts,  they  removed  the  obftruftions 
in  the  Delaware,  fo  as  to  admit  fmall  velfels  with  provifions 
to  get  up  to  Philadelphia  citv. 

A  French  fhip  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  (State  of  New-Hamp- 
fiiire)  horn  Marfeilles  with  ordnance  {lores,  mortars,  bombs, 
brafs  cannon,  gun-powder,  mufquets,  &c.  &c.  Inthis15iip 
arrived  Baror,  Steuben,  a  Prufiian  officer  of  rank,  faid  to  have 
been  aid  de  camp  to  his  Pruflian  Majefty.  He  was  appoint- 
ed a  Major-General  in  the  Continental  army  and  aifo  In- 
fpeftor  General  :  He  was  a  valuable  acquifition  :  He  regulat- 
ed the  Continental  army,  and  taught  them  a  uniformity  of 
difcipline. 
December,  The  continental  army  went  into  winter  quarters,  and  took 
poft  in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Scuylkill,  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Philadelphia.  The  main  body  quartered  in  and  about 
Valley-Forge,  feven  miles  further;  where,  with  great  toil 
and  fatigue,  they  cleared  the  woods,  and  built  huts  for  their 
j^  accommodation,  during  the  winter. 

'-'  5'  In.  this  fituation  General   Howe  meditated  an    attacJt  on 

them.  For  this  purpofe  the  royal  army  began  to  march  in 
the  night,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  Chefnut-hiil,  above  Ger- 
mantown. 

Skirmilliing  took  place  between  the  piquets  of  the  two 
armies.  Colonel  Morgan's  riflemen  fell  in  with  a  large  col- 
umn of  the  enemy  near  Jenkins-town  on  the  Old- York  road; 
when  a  fmart  engagement  enfued.  In  one  of  the  Ikirmifhes, 
Brigadier-General  Irvine  was  wounded,  thrown  from  his 
horfe,  and  taken  prifoner. 

An  officer  at  General  Wafhington's  camp,  in  a  letter  to 
his  friend,  writes  thus,  relative  to  this  manuoevre  of  the  Roy- 
alifts :  "  Sir  William  Howe  imagined,  that  on  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  Britifh  army,  the  fhivenng  half-naked  defenders 
of  liberty  would  have  decamped,  and  left  him  mailer  of  the 
country  ;  but  finding  his  parade  in  front  ineffeftual,  he  had 
recourfe  to  the  more  trj'ing  matioeuvre  of  encamping  on  our 
flank;  but  feeing  us  (till  immoveable,  he  judged  it  more 
prudent  to  retire  to  peaceful  winter  quarters,  than  attack  us 
in  a  pofuion,  the  ffrength  of  which  would  probably  have 
obliged  him  to  retiie  with  lofs. 

Admiral  Lord  Howe  failed  with  Iiis  fleet  from   the  Dela- 
ware to  Newport  harbour,  as  a  fafer  fiiuaLion'for  the  winter. 
The  ice  in  Delaware  river  drove  feveral  of  iheir  merchant 
^  fhips  on  fhore,  which  fell  into  the  haiuis  of  the   militia- and 

Continental  troops  Itationed  at  Wilmington  and  the  adjacent 
fborcs ;  one  of  which  had  on  board  a  quantity  of  arms,  cloth- 
ing and  baggage  for  fome  Briiifli  regiments. 
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It  appears  by  the  Royalifls'  own  account,  that  there  had  ^777. 
been  no  good  undcrftanding  between  the  Btitlfij  and  German  v — y»— ' 
troops.  The  latter  complained  that  they  had  been  employed 
in  the  moft  difficult  and  dangerous  entcrprifes,  and  been 
treated  by  the.Britifh  as  their  inferiors.  Their  commander 
in  chief"  General  de  Heifter  returned  to  Europe,  and  Gener- 
al Kniphaufcn  took  command  oF  the  foreign  troops.  They 
hadfulTered  much  at  Fort  Wafliirigton,  at  Trenton,  at  Red- 
Bank,  &c.  &:c.  as  already  noted. 

The  public  were  amiifed  with  a  very  extraordinary  letter 
which  appeared  this  month,  in  the  Pennfylvania  Ledger,  ^^^'  *7* 
under  the  fignatureof  "  Jacob  Duche,"addrefi'cd  to  his  Ex- 
celleticy  General  Walhington  ;  in  which,  to  nfe  the  author's 
own  words,  *'  he  has  fpoken  freely  ofCongrefs,  and  of  the 
army."  It  is  dated  Oftober  8,  1777,  and  is  calculated  tocaft 
a  general  odium  on  the  proceedings  of  the  United  States ;  to 
induce  General  Wafhington  to  abandon  the  American 
caufe,  and  refign  his  command  of  the  army  ;  or  at  the  head 
of  it,  to  force  Congrefs  immediately  to  defift  from  hoftilities 
and  to  refcind  their  declaration  of  Independence.  It  tiiis 
is  not  done,  he  fays  "You  have  an  Infallible  refource  flill  left : 
negociate  for  America  at  the  head  of  your  army."  The 
Congrefs  exifting  (at  the  date  of  his  letter)  he  reprefents  in 
the  moff  defpicable  view,  as  confifting  of  weak,  obfcure 
perfons,  net  fit  affociates  for  his  Excellency  ;  and  the  very 
dregs  of  the  firfl  Congrefs.  The  New-England  delegates 
he  treats  with  great  indelicacy.  The  army,  officers  as  well 
as  men,  he  delcribes  to  ba  without  principle,  or  courage  ; 
undifciplined  ;  taken  from  the  lowell  of  the  people  ;  unfit 
for  a  feat  at  his  Excellency's  table.  Even  the  minority  no- 
bility in  England,  who  were  advocates  for  America,  did  not 
efcape  his  af'perfions,  &c.  &c. 

Mr.  Duche  was  a  popular  clergyman  at  Philadelphia — 
minifler  of  the  Epifcooal  Church  there  ;  and  the  chaplain 
frjl  appointed  by  Congrefs.  He  officiated  as  fuch  for  about 
three  months,  and  then  refigncd.  Some  difagreeable  cir- 
cumflances  took  place.  Long-Ifland  and  New-York  were 
taken  by  the  Royahfls,  and  peihaps  caufed  his  reHgnation  ; 
or  it  might  have  arifen  from  a  change  in  the  chaplain's  fent- 
iracnts  relpefting  the  jujii-ce  of  the  American  caufe,  which 
he  had  implored  heaven  to  fucceed.  But  whatever  was  the 
reafon,  the  abufe  contained  in  his  letter  will  admit  of  no  ex- 
cufe.  He  a£led  a  psrt  difgracetul  to  his  profeffion  ;  and  by 
taking  up  the  pen  of  flander,  brought  on  himfelf  that  igno- 
miny which  he  defigned  for  oihers.  He  left  Philadelphia, 
(and  as  a  letter  to  him  expreffcs  it)  •'  took  ffielter  under  the 
arm  of  that  power,  which  from  the  facred  pulpit  he  had  ex- 
horted his  hearers  to  oppofe." 
The  inhumanity  of  theBritifli  officers  to  American  prifon- 
ers  was  not  unknown  to  the  Britifn  Minifler.   Mcffrs.  Frank- 
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^777'      Ji".  Deane,  and  Lee,  the  American  CommifTioners  in  France, 
^  "V  "*    the  J 2th  of  this  inooth,  in   pointed  language,  in  a  letter  ad- 
_  dreffed  to  Lord  North,  iniOi:r;ed  him  of  it. 

Congrels  took  into  confideratiou  the  neceiTity  of  a 
mutual  contraft  or  Band  of  Union,  between  the  American 
Independent  States,  for  the  purpofes  of  preferving  peace  and 
order  among  them  ;  the  fecurity  of  their  rights  and  proper^ 
lies  and  the  well  ordering  and  legulating  liindry  important 
matters  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  and  for  their  mutual  and 
genera!  welfare.  Theyaccordingly  formed  this  month  "a  plan 
of  Con  Federation  and  Perpetual  Union  between  the  Thirteen 
United  States."  This  plan  to  be  laid  before  the  legiflatures 
of  each  Sia:e,  for  their  confidcration.  If  approved  by  them, 
and  the  delegdtes  ot  each  ratified  it,  in  Congrefs,  by  orders 
from  their  coiiilituents,  it  was  then  to  be  valid  and  conclu- 
five.* 
1778.  Congrefs  having  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with 

* — ^^,—J  General  V.Va!hington,  on  the  circumftances  of  their  army, 
Jan.  2^.  and  in  concert  with  him  to  make  and  recommend  fuch 
new  arrangements  as  fiiould  appear  eligible  ;  his  Excellen- 
cy laid  before  them  a  rep-efentationf  in  which  he  fuggefled 
\\}tnecrjjity  "ot  ahalf  pay  eftabli{hraeni"io  induce  theofficers 
to  continue  in  the  fervice  and  cheerfully  difcharge  their  ref- 
pe£live  duties  ;  many  of  them  having  refigned,  and  applica- 
tion for  it  being  m,ade  by  many  others  ;  not  having  fuitable 
encouragem.ent,  iearing  they  ihould  be  rather  impoverilhed, 
than  benefited  b)'  the  iervice,  and  if  they  (houid  die  in  it, 
their  families  would  be  left  in  wretched  circumdances, 

*  Maryland  did  not  -ratify  it  in  Congrefs  till  March,  1781, 
//  was  not  (as  one  cbfrvesj  an  eafy  tajk  to  forvi  a  plan  cf 
union  acommodaied  to  the  Jcntiments  of  fo  viany  States,  dij. 
fenng  tn  a  variety  of  circunf lances  ;  their  manners,  produce^^ 
trade,''  ^c.  Having  been  tried  fix  years,  and  found  to  be 
infuffcient  for  the  purpofes  hoped  for  from  it,  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  from  the  feveral  States  was  chojen  to  rem- 
edy Its  defecls.  Ihey  reported  a  new  conflitution  or  frame  of 
govern^nent  for  the  United  States,  in  September,  1787,  tohick 
tuas  acceded  to  ( fome  ameadments  propofed,  &c.)by  all  the 
States  excepting  North. Carolina  (who  afterwards  acceded  to 
tt.)  Ihefirjl  day  of  March,  1789,  was  appointed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  new  government  at  New-York.  The  States 
chofe  his  Excellency  General  IVafiington  of  Virginia,  for 
Prefdent,  and  John  Adavis,  Efq.of  Maffachifetts,for  Vice- 
jPre/idetit. 

i  See  a  colhSlion  of  i)apcYS  relative  to  half  pay,  ^c.puhlifx^, 
ed  at  FifhAill,  1783.' 
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In  this  reprefentation,  General  Wafliington  takes  notice,  1778. 
that  "  befides  adopting  fome  method  to  make  the  provifion  ^  y»-  * 
to  officers  equal  to  their  then  exigencies,  a  due  regard 
Ihould  be  paid  to  futurity.  Nothing,  in  my  opinion,  fays  his 
Excellency,  would  ferve  more  powerfully  to  reanimate  their 
ianijuilhing  zeal,  and  intereft  them  thoroughly  in  the  fervice, 
than  a  halt  pay  eftablilhment.  This  would  not  only  difpel 
the  apprehenfion  of  perfonal  diftrefs  at  the  termination  of 
the  war,  trom  having  thrown  themfeives  out  of  profeffions 
and  employments,  they  might  not  have  it  in  their  power  to 
refume,  but  would  in  a  great  meafure  relieve  the  painful 
anticipation  of  leaving  their  widows  and  orphans  a  burthen 
on  the  charity  of  their  country,  (hould  it  be  their  lot  to  fall 
in  its  defence."  The  General  faid  he  urged  his  fentiments 
with  the  greater  freedom,  becaufe  he  cannot,  nor  fliall  he 
receive  the  fmalleft  benefit  from  the  eftablifhment,  and  cant 
have  no  other  inducement  for  propofing  it  than  a  full  con- 
vi£lion  of  its  utility  and  propriety.  The  General  further 
obferves.  "  I  am  fenfible  the  expenfe  will  be  a  capital  ob- 
jeftion  to  it  ;  birt  to  this  /  oppo/e  the  necejfity.  The 
officers  are  now  difcontented  with  their  fituation.  If  fome 
generous  expedient  is  not  embraced  to  remove  their  difcon- 
tent,  fo  extenfive  a  defertion  of  the  fervice  will  enfue,  and 
fo  much  difcouragement  will  be  call:  upon  thofe  who  re- 
main, as  muft  wound  it  in  a  very  elTential  manner." 

His  Britannic  A'lajefty  recommended  to  his  Parliament, 
"  The  neceffity  of  preparing  for  fuch  further  operations  ai 
the  contingencies  of  the  war,  and  the  obfiinacy  of  the  rebels 
may  render  convenient."  They  rea'Uly  concurred  with  the 
king,  and  voted  twenty  thou  fand  men  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
J778,  to  augment  their  army,  to  furnifh  a  part  of  thefe  troops, 
and  to  facilitate  the  bufinefs.  General  Haldiman  (lately  with 
the  king's  army  in  America)  was  fent  into  Germany.,  to  aid 
the  Britift]  agent  already  there. 

Lord  Barrington,  Secretary  at  War,  told  Parliament,  that 
the  number  of  Royal  troops  employed  in  America  the  lalt 
year,  J  777,  amounted  to  fifty  fhoufand,  viz.  twenty  thoufand 
under  Sir  William  Howe,  ten  thoufand  under  Genera!  Sur- 
goyne,  tour  thoufand  under  Sir  Guy  Carlton  at  Quebec,  the 
remainder  ferving  in  Nova  Scotia,  New-York,  &.c.  and  yet 
it  is  faft  that  this  large  army  had  at  this  time  no  other  places 
on  the  continent  in  their  poifcffion  excepting  New- York 
ifl-.nd,  Newport  ifland,  and  Philadelphia  city.  They  retained 
only  the  former  during  the  war,  having  been  obliged  foon 
after  this  to  abandon  the  two  latter. 

Hon.  John  Adams,  PLfq.  being  appointed  by  Congrefs  to    February. 
refide  in  France,  in  a  public  characler  ;  he  embarked  tliis 
month  for  that  kingdom,  in  the  Continental  frigate,  Captain 
Tucker, 
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Congrefs'  finding  that  the  lenity  (hewn  to  the  Royalifts 
captivated  in  America,  had  been  confidered  by  them  as  the 
effe6l  of  fear  and  cowardice,  and  was  the  occafion  of  more 
fevere  treatment  of  American  prifoners  ;  they  found  it  nec- 
effary  to  pafs  the  following  refclve,  "That  the  prifoners  of 
the  enemy  Ihall  be  fubfilfed,  and  treated  in  the  fame  manner 
as  our  prifoners  are  by  them,  and  that  this  mode  of  treatment 
be  continued,  changed,  or  fufpended,  as  the  condutl  of  the 
enemy  with  refpeft  to  American  prifoners  (hall  from  time 
to  time  render  jult  and  neceflary."  They  alfo  recommend- 
ed to  the  States  the  raifing  a  body  of  light  horfe  volunteers^ . 
to  aft  in  conjunclion  with  their  array,  till  the  end  of  the  year  ;. 
and  it  was  accordingly  complied  with. 

Parties  of  troops  were  detached  from  the  royal  army  at 
Philadelphia,  to  New-Jerfey,  in  qucftof  catile,  &,c.  but  their 
fuccefs  was  interrupted  by  the  vigilance  of  General  Wayne, 
and  the  bravery  of  Count  Polafki,  who  attacked  them  at 
Haddonfield,  and  put  them  to  flight,  though  greatly  fuperior 
to  the  Continentals  in  that  quarter.  They  recrofled  the  Del- 
aware, without  the  cattle  and  forage  they  wanted,  having 
loll  feveral,  killed,  and  about  a  hundred  wounded. 

Jpril  6  General  Butgoyne,  by  leave  of  Congrefs,  left  Cambridge, 

in  MafTachufetts  (on  parole)  to  proceed  to  Newport,  there  to 
embark  for  England. 

Jl'ril  10  ■  ■^''  ^i™co5^  Deane  (brother  to  the  American  Commif- 
fioner  in  France)  arrived  at  Bofton  with  difpatchcs  tor  Con- 
grefo,  containing  "  Treaties  of  Alliance,  between  France  and 
tixe  United  States,  figncd  at  Paris,  the  6th  of  February." 

By  the  i/ith  and  i2th  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Commerce,  it 
was  agreed  "  that  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  fliould  pay  no 
duties  on  molaffes  in  the  FVench  iflands,  and  that  the  French 
were  to  pay  no  duties  on  merchandize  of  the  States  they 
procured  for  the  iflands  which  furnilhed  molafles."  Thefe 
two  articles  were  fuppreffed  afterwards,  by  mutual  confent, 
in  September  following.  At  this  time  Count  de  Vergennes 
was  minifter  for  foreign  affairs  ;  and  the  Sieur  a'€  Sartine^ 
minifter  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  marine  department, 
M.  de  Noailles^  the  French  AmbafTador  in  London,  upon 
having  information  from  his  Court,  of  the  alliance  entered  in- 
ro  with  the  American  United  States,  he  acquainted  the 
Britifh  miniflry.  It  gave  them  alarm,  and  changed  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Parliament.  Lord  Stormont  was  ordered  to 
leave  the  Court  of  France,  and  the  French  miniller  left  that 
of  London,  Previous  to  the  (9^cza/ information  from  the 
Court  ol  France,  Lord  Noriti  had  changed  his  tone,  and 
fpoke  a  language  diver fe  from  what  he  liad  hitherto  done, 
on  hearing  of  the  capture  oi  General  Burgoyne  and  his  ar- 
my. On  the  17th  of  February,  he  propofed  a  repeal  ol  the 
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obnoxious  a6ls  of  Parliament — to  fend  commifiioners  to  1778. 
.treat  with  Congrefs-as  a  legal  body  ;  thefe  commiflioners  to  ''^-v— " 
be  authorized  to  order  a  fufpenfion  of  arms — to  fufpend  the 
operation  of  all  former  laws— to  reftore  the  colonies  to  their 
ancient  conftitution,  as  they  were  before  the  troubles,  &c.  &c. 
In  the  clofe  of  this  notable  fpeech,  his  Lordfliip  was  fo  hon- 
eft  as  to  declare  his  reafons  for  making  it,  viz.  "  his  extreme 
difappointment  in  his  expeBations  of  the  effeB  pf  the  force 
ejnployed  againjl  Ainenc-a." 

His  Loidlbip's  propofal^readily  went  down  with  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  Houfe  ol  Commons  prepared  bills  conforma- 
ble thereto.  The  draft  of  two  of  them  (faid  to  be)  only 
once  read  before  one  Winch  of  their  legiflature,  was  hurried 
over  to  America,  in  their  imperfea  flite,  with  many  blanks, 
and  induftrioufly  circulated  by  the  royal  partizans,  which 
gave  fufpicion  that  theirview  was  to  relax  the  military  prep- 
itrations  on  the  part  of  the  States,  &c.  •  ,    ,      • 

The  three  aQs  called  the  conciliatory  aas  are  entitled,  viz. 
"  An  aa  for  repealing  an  aa  palfed  in  the  fourteenth  year 
of  his  M-ajeflv's  reign,  entitled.  "  An  aa  for  the  better  regu- 
lating the  government  of  the  Province  of  Mafiachufetts  Bay, 
in  New-England.  ,      /- 

"  An  aa  for  removing  all  doubts,  and  apprehenlions  con- 
cerning taxation,  by  the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  in  any 
ot  the  colonies,  provinces,  and  plantations,  m  Worth  Ameri- 
ca and  the  Weft-Indies,  and  for  repealing  fo  much  of  an  aa 
made  in  the  feventh  year  of  the  reign  ot  his  prefent  Majelly, 
as  impofes  duty  on  tea  imported  from  Great  Britain  into  any 
colony  or  plantation  in  America,  or  relates  thereto. 

"  An  aa  to  enable  bis  Majefty  to  appoint  Commilhoners, 
with  fufficient  powers  to  treat,  confult,  and  agree  upon  ths 
means  of  quieting  the  diforders  now  fubfifting  in  certain  ol 
the  colonies,  plantations,  and  provinces,  in  North  America. 

A  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons*  exprefTed  his  ideas 
of  thefe  bills,  in  the  words  following  :  "Thefe  bills  hold 
out  what  miniftry  know  to  be  a  fallacious  hope,  a  reconciU 
iation  with  the  colonijls  on  terms  Jhort  of  independence. 
The  obiea  is  merely  to  flcreen  miniary  from  the  indignation 
of  the  public  and  vengeance  ot  the  people.  Are  our  minil- 
ters  weak  enough  to  expea  to  cajole  America  witn  ^parch. 
ment  at  the  moment  they  declared  that  they  delpair  ot  con- 
quell  by  ih^fr^ord?"  The  foregoing  accords  wuh  the  fenti- 
ments  of  Congrefs.  They  viewed  thefe  bills  in  the  fame  light, 
and  that  they  were  defigned  to  lull  the  people  into  fecimty. 
The  following  are  extraas  from  an  ani?nated  audreis  ot  Coa- 
g/efs  to  iheir"conftuuents  on  this  occafion. 

*     Mr.  Wilkes. 
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1778.  "  The  haughty  Prince,  who  fpurned  us  from  his  feet  with 

^    y.    *    contumely  and  difdain.and  the  Parliament  who  profcibed  us, 
now  defcend  to  offer  terms  of  accommodation. 
May  9.  "  Whiift  in  the  full  career  of  vi6lory,  they  pulled  off  the 

mafk,  and  avowed  defpotifm.  But  having  lavilhed  in  vain 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  their  fubjefts,  in  purfuit  of  this 
execrable  purpofe,  they  now  endeavour  to  enfnare  us  with 
the  infidious  offers  of  peace.  They  would  feduce  us  into  a 
dependence^  which  neceffarily,  inevitably  leads  to  the  moft 
humiliating  flavery.  And  do  they  believe  you  will  accept 
thefe  fatal  terms  becaufe  you  have  fuffered  the  dillreffes  o£ 
war  ?  Do  they  luppofe  that  you  will  bafely  lick  the  duft 
before  the  feet  of  your  deftroycrs  ?  Can  there  be  a  man  fo 
loft  to  the  feelings  that  adorn  human  nature,  to  the  generous 
pride,  the  elevation,  the  dignity  of  freedom  ?  Is  there  a  man 
who  would  not  abhor  a  dependence  upon  thofe,  who  have 
deluged  his  country  in  the  blood  of  its  inhabitants  ?  We 
cannot  fuppofe  this,  neither  can  we  fuppofe  that  they  them- 
felves  expeft  to  make  many  converts.  What  then  is  their 
intention  ?  Is  it  not  to  lull  you  with  the  fallacious  hopes  of 
peace,  until  they  can  affemble  new  armies  toprofecute  their 
nefarious  defigns  ?  If  this  is  not  the  cafe,  why  do  they  meanly 
court  each  little  tyrant  of  Europe  to  fell  them  his  unhappy 
flaves  ?  why  do  they  continue  to  embitter  the  minds  of  the 
favages  againfl  you  ?    Sure  this  is  not  the  way  to  conciliate 

the  affeftions  of  America Be  not  deceived. 

"  It  hath  become  now  morally  certain,  that  if  we  have  cour- 
age to  perfevere,  we  (hall  eftablilh  our  liberty  and  independ- 
ence.— Expect  not  peace,  while  any  corner  of  America  is  in 
poffeffion  of  your  foes.  You  muft  drive  them  away  from 
this  land  of  promife,  a  land  flowing  indeed  with  milk  and 
honey.  Is  there  a  country  on  earth  which  hath  fuch  reiburc- 
es  for  the  payment  of  her  debts,  as  America  ?  fuch  an  ex- 
tenfive  territory  ?  fo  fertile,  fo  bleffed  in  its  climate  and 
produffion.  ?  Surely  there  is  none  ;  neither  is  there  any  to 
which  the  wife  Europeans  will  fooner  confide  their  property. 
What  then  are  the  reafons  that  your  money  has  depreciated  ? 
Becaufe  no  taxes  have  been  impofed  to  carry  on  the  war  ; 
becaufe  the  commerce  hath  been  interrupted  by  the  enemy's 
fleets ;  becaufe  their  armies  have  ravaged  and  deftroyed  a 
part  of  your  country  ;  becaufe  their  agents  have  villainoufly 
counterfeited  your  bills  ;  becaufe  extortioners  among  you, 
inflamed  with  the  luit  of  gain,  have  added  to  the  price  of 
every  article  of  life,  and  becaufe  weal;  men  have  been  artfully 
led  to  bejieve  that  it  is  of  no  value. 

"  How  is  this  dangerous  difeafe  to  be  remedied  ?  Let  thofe 
among  you  who  huve  "eifurs  a'.ld   opportunity,   colleft  the 
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monies  which  individuals  in  their  neighbourhood  are  defir-  1778. 
ous  of  placing  in  the  public  funds.  Let  the  feveral  legifla-  ^'— v^ 
tures  fink  their  refpeclive  emiffions,  that  fu  there  being  but 
one  kind  of  bills,  there  ttiay  be  lefs  danger  of  counterfeiting. 
Refrain  a  little  while  from  purchafrng  thofe  things  that  are 
not  abfniutely  ne<:efrary,  that  fo  thole  who  have  engrolFed 
commodities,  may  fufFer,  as  thev  defervedly  will,  the  lofs  of 
their  ill-gotten  hoards,  by  reafon  of  their  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  which  their  fleets  will  proteft.  Above  all, 
bring  forward  your  armies  into  the  field.  Truft  not  to  ap- 
pearances of  peace  or  fafety.  Bs  alFured,  that  unlefs  you 
perfeverc,  you  will  be  expofed  to  every  fpecies  of  barbarity; 
but  it  you  exert  the  means  of  defence  which  God  and  nature 
have  given  you,  the  time  will  foon  arrive,  when  every  man 
fhall  fit  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his  own  fig-tree,  and 
there  fhall  be  none  to  make  him  afraid." 

This  addrefs  calls  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Unifed  States  to  recoUedion.  To  remember  how  relu6^ant- 
ly  they  were  drawn  into  the  arduous  conteft  ;  their  fuppli- 
cations  for  redrefs;  while  they  were  petitioning,  the  fatal 
blow  was  flruck  which  hath  feparated  us  for  ever.  The  peo- 
ple appealed  to  their  Maker  for  the  juftnefs  of  their  caufe. 
They  were  then  quite  defencelefs,  without  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, clothing,  (hips,  money,  and  military  officers  (killed  in 
war.  The  courfe  of  the  enemy's  array  marked  by  rapine  and 
devaftation.  We  were  obliged  to  take  up  arms  againft  our 
own  countrymen  ;  were  ill  treated  while  prifoneis.  They 
flimulatedfervantstoflay  their  mailers, and  excited  the  Indians 
againft  us.  One  of  their  Generals  declared  his  intention  of 
letting  loofe  whole  hofts  of  favages  upon  us.  They  offered 
to  export  our  inhabitants,  by  their  merchants,  to  the  fickly 
baneful  climes  of  India.  We  have  treated  their  prifoners 
with  tendernefs,  which  has  been  conftrucd  by  them  into 
cowardice.  We  (hould  take  notice  of  the  interpofiiion 
of  heaven  in  our  favour,  when  reduced  to  diftrefs,  and 
the  means  wanting  to  profecute  the  war.  Our  foes  have 
been  iiiftrumental  in  providing  them  :  And  he  hath  condutl- 
ed  us  to  the  threfhold  of  fecurity. 

Thefe  confiderations  were  laid  before  the  people  as  pow- 
cKul  incentives  to  perfeverance  andtxtrtion. 

That^this  addrefs  might  be  univerfiUy  known  through  the 
United  States,  it  was  recommended  by  Congrefs  to  be  read 
by  all  the  minifters  of  tlie  gofpel  of  every  denomination  af- 
ter divine  fervice,  in  their  refpeclive  places  of  religious  wor- 
(hip. 

TJie  people  in  the  States  were  not  deceived;  they  enter- 
tained  the  fame  opinion  of  thefe  bills  as  Congrefs  has  expref- 
fed  and  their  condutl  was  correfpondent. 

VoL.IL  R 
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1778.  Notwithftanding  the  pacific  appearance  of  the  above  afts 

v.»y^«>/  of  Parliament,  their  troops  did  not  relax  in  their  hotliiities, 
but  continued  their  defolations  by  fire  and  I'word.  Some  of 
iheir  troops  deftrbyed  the  houfe  of  Jofeph  Borden,  Efq.  at 
Bordentown,  in  the  Jerfies,  and  the  buildings  on  alarm  be- 
Jonging  to  Colonel  M'Bride.  They  were,  prevented  from 
further  mifchief  at  this  time,  by  the  interruption  given  them 
by  General  Dickinfon.  Their  troops  from  Newport  in 
Rhode-Ifland  State,  alfo  committed  outrage  on  the  towns  in 
that  neighbourhood — the  latter  end  of  this  month  their  (hip- 
ping got  up  thebay  undifcovered,  and  landed  about  fix  hun- 
dred men,  between  the  towns  ol  Brijlol  and  Warren,  and 
inarched  on  to  a  place  where  a  number  ot  flat-bottomed  boats 
and  gallies  were  repairing,  which  they  burnt,  together  with 
a  grill-mill. 

At  JVarren  they  entered  the  houfes  of  the  inhabitants,  in- 
fulted  and  plundered  them  of  their  clothing,  bedding,  fur- 
niture, &c. 

They  fet  fire  to  themeeting-houfe,  parfonage,  and  feveral 
other  houfes,  and  deftroyed  a  fmall  magazine  of  military 
llores. 

They  began  their  retreat  by  the  road  leading  to  BriftoJ 
ferry,  where  they  burnt,  plundered  and  deltroyed  whatever 
their  hafte  would  permit,  not  fparing  the  Epifcopal  church, 
fituated  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  which,  with  many  of 
the  befl  houfes  were  reduced  to  alhes.  To  the  women  (it 
was  reported)  the  foldiery  vere  rude,  artd  robbed  them  of 
their  handkerchiefs,  aprons,  Ihoe-buckles,  rings,  &c.  Major- 
General  Sullivan,  who  at  this  time  was  on  command  at  Provi- 
dence, fent  Colonel  Barton,  to  rally  the  fcattered  inhabi- 
tants and  hang  upon  the  enemy's  rear,  to  give  him  time  for 
'his  main  body  to  come  up.  The  Colonel  collected  about 
twenty  men,  and,  with  this  fmall  number,  followed  them  to- 
wards Brillol  ferry,  near  which  he  came  up  and  attacked 
their  rear  with  great  bravery,  until  being  wounded,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire.  The  enemy's  boats  arrived  in  time  to  em- 
bark them  for  Newport  iiland,  before  General  Sullivan, 
with  his  troops,  could  get  up.  They  afterwards  landed  a 
body  at  Freetown  and  burnt  two  mills,  but  being  oppofed 
by  the  militia,  they  went  off. 

The  judicious  reprelentation  made  by  General  Wafhing- 
\oa,  January  29th,  relative  to  half  pav,  convinced  Congrefs 
of  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  making  further  provifion 
for  the  army,  and  produced  the  following  refolves,  viz. 
Mtv  1^  "  Refolved  unanimoully.   That  all  military  officers  com- 

-^  "*  miflioned  by  Congrefs  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  may- 
be in  the  fervice  of-the  United  States,  and  fhall  conihiue 
therein  during  the  war,  and  not  hold  any   otFice  of  profit 
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under  thefe  States,  or  any  in  them,  (hall  after  conclufion  of  1778. 
the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive  annually  for  the  term  of  fev-  v_,yp— » 
en  years,  if  they  live  fo  long,  one  half  of  the  prefent  pay 
of  fuch  officers,  provided  that  no  General  officer  of  the  ca- 
valry, artillery  or  infantry,  fiiall  be  entitled  to  receive  more 
than  the  one  half  part  of  the  pay  of  a  Colonel  of  fuch  corps 
refpe^lively  i  and  provided  that  this  refolution  fhall  not  ex- 
tend to  any  officer  in  the  fervice  of  the  United  States, 
unlefs  he  Ihall  have  t^ken  an  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and  Ihal! 
aftually  refide  within  fome  of  the  United  States.* 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly.  That  every  non-commiffione.d 
military  officer  or  foldier  who  hath  enlifted  or  (hall  enlift  in 
the  fervice  of  thefe  States  during  the  war,  and  lliall  con- 
tinue therein  to  the  end  thereof,  fhall  be  entitled  to  receive 
a  further  reward  of  eighty  dollars  at  the  expiration  of  the 
war." 

In  the  beginning  of  this  month,  Captain  Eliot  in  the  June  g. 
Trident  frigate,  arrived  off  the  Delaware,  with  three  of  the 
commiffioners  appointed  by  aft  of  Parliament  to  fettle  the 
difputes  in  America,  viz.  Frederick  Lord  Car lifle^  William 
Eden,  Efq.  (brother  to  a  late  Governour  of  Maryland)  and 
George  Joknjione,  Efq.  (late  Governour  of  Penfacola  Weft- 
Florida,  and  a  naval  Commander)!  accompanied  by  Adam 
Ftrgufon,  Efq.  their  fecretary.  In  this  commifTion  were 
joined  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  and  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  King's  land  forces  in  America,  now  Lieutenant-General 
Sir  Henry  Clinton.'^  Their  commiifion  bears  date  the  13th 
of  April,  1778,  to  expire  the  firft  of  June,   1779. 

*  The  refolve  refpeHing  the  officers  zvas  extended  to  their 
widows  by  an  after  refolve.     See  Augu/l  2^,   1780. 

■f  Their  eniolument,  faid  to  be  £\ooo  fie r ling,  each  for  a 
fervice  of  plate  ;  a  proportiojiably  large  fmn  for  their  Jiores  \ 
and  a  falary  of  £100  each  per  week,  excepting  the  Prcfident, 
who  had  three  times  that  f urn.  \frhis  is  infer  ted  as  a  matter 
of  report.'] 

+  Soon  after  the  defeat  of  General  Burgoyne,  Sir  William 
Hozve  wrote  to  England  a  letter  of  refgnation  ;  and  the  firfi 
of  May,  Sir  H.  Clinton  went  to  take  command  of  the  army  at 
Philadelphia. 

In  the  General  Advertifer^  of  Saturday,  December  p^th.  Sir 
IViHiam  is  faid  to  have  given  his  rtufons  in  the  Houfe  of  com- 
mons, for  quitting  his  command  in  America.  He  blamsdthe 
minijlry ,p articular ly  LordGeorgeGermaine,for  neglcding  his 
duty,  not  treating  him  with  confidence,  nor  co-operating  in 
the  plans  he  formed;  nor  fupplying  Jiim  zinth  the  reinforce, 
ments  he  demanded  ;  not  paying  that  attention  to  the  reqiii/i' 
iions  he  hadmade  in  favour  of  deferving  officers,  that  the  dig- 
nity  of  j^is  ftation,  and  the  nature  of  \heir  fervices  required. 
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1778.  General   WaOiington  forwarded  to   Congrefs  a  copy  of 

V— y— -'  a  letter  he  received  from  the  three  firft  mentioned  commif- 
Jane  9,  fioners,  informing  him  of  their  arrival  and  commiflion,  and* 
requefting  a  paffport  for  their  fecretary,  charged  with  a  l-et- 
ter  from  them  to  Congrefs.  General  Waihmgton  alfo  for- 
warded a  copy  of  his  anfwer  to  the  commiflioners,  in  which 
he  declines  giving  ahe  paffport  requefled,  till  the  pleafure  of 
Congrefs  was  known. 

Congrefs  having  received  the  abovementioned  papers 
from  their  General,  the  letter  from  the  Commiflioners  to 
them  v.'as  read  till  thefe  words  occurred:  ^'' Injidious  interpo- 
Jilion  of  a  power  which  has  from  the  fir fi  fcttlei/ieni  of  thefe 
Colonies  been  aBuated  with  enmity  to  us  both."  The  reading 
was  then  inrerrupted  and  amotion  made  not  to  proceed  fur- 
iher,  becdufe  of  iheoffenfive  language  againft  his  mofl  Chrif- 
tian  Mdjelty.  This  letter,  and  the  papers  that  aecorapanied 
it,  were  read  at  another  time.  A  committee  of  Congrefs,  to 
N  whom  tiiey  were  referred,  reported  the  dralt  ofa  letter  to  the 

three  commifTioners,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy  : 

[The  committee  confifled  ot  William  H.  Drayton,  Rich- 
ard H.  Lee,  George  Morris,  Mr^  Witherlpoon,  and  Samuel 
Adams,  Efq'rs.] 

"  I  have  received  tlie  letter  from  your  Excellencies  the 
f){\i  inftant,  with  the  enclofed,  and  laid  them  before  Congrefis. 
Nothing  but  an  earneft  defire  to  fpare  the  further  effufion  of 
huinan  blood,  could  have  induced  them  to  read  a  paper  con- 
taining exprefiions  fo  oifrefpecftui  to  his  moff  Chriftian 
Majefly,  the  good  and  gre^it  Ally  ot  thefe  States,  to  con- 
~^  fider  propofiiions  fo  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  an  indepen- 

dent naiion.  The  afts  of  the  Britifh  Pailiament,  the  com- 
miflion from  your  fovereign,  and  your  letter,  ftippofe  the 
people  of  thefe  States  to  be  fubjefts  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  are  founded  on  the  idea  ot  dependence  which  is 
utterly  inadmifCble.  I  am  further  directed  to  inform  your 
Excellencies  that  Congrefs  are  inclined  to  peace,  notwuh- 
ftanding  the  unjuff  claims  from  which  this  war  originated, 
and  the  favage  manner  in  which  it  has  been  conduced.  They 
will  therefore  be  ready  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  not  inconfident  with  treaties 
already  nibfifling,  when  the  King  of  Great  Britain  (half 
demonftrate  a  fincere  difpofition  for  that  purpofe.  The  only 
proof  of  this  difpofuion  will  be  an  explicit  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  thefe  States,  or  the  withdraw- 
ing his  fleets  and  armies. 

"  Signdid  by  order  ot  the  unanimous  voice  of  Congrefs,  at 
Yoik-town,  June  17,  J778. 

"  H£^iRy  Laurens,  Prefident." 
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The  Britifh  fleet  under  Admiral  Keppel,  captured  three      172^. 
French  frigates.  ^      -^ 

(The  King  of  France,  though  in  alliance  with  the  Ameri-  *• '    ' 

can  i^tates,  had  not  yet  commenced  hoftilities  on  Great  Brit- 
ain.) 

The  Royal  army  completed  their  evacuation  of  Philadel-  June  19. 
phia  (in  confequence  of  orders  Sir  Kenry  Clinton  had  re- 
ceived  from  England)  having  previoufly  tranfported  their 
ilores  and  moft  of  their  artillery  into  the  Jerfies,  they  man- 
ned the  lines  the  preceding  night,  and  proceeding 'Over  the 
commons,  croiTed  at  Glocefter  point.  A  party  of  the  Con- 
tinental light  horfe  purfued,  and  took  fome  prifoners.  Gen. 
eral  Arnold,  with  a  detachment  of  Continentals,  took  polfef- 
fion  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia  the  fame  evening,  previous 
to  which  Congrefs  pafled  a  refolve,  "  that  on  the  evacuation 
it  would  be  expedient  tor  the  commander  in  chief  to  take  ef- 
feflual  care  that  no  infult,  plunder  or  injury  of  any  kind,  may 
be  offered  to' the  inhabitants."  General  Wafhington,  in  a 
letter  to  Congrefs,  dated  at  Englith-town,  gives  a  particular 
relation  of  the  manoeuvres  of  both  armies  after  they  had  left 
Philadelphia,  the  following  is  a  copy  of  faid  letter,  viz, 

"  On  the  appearance  of  the  enemy's  intention  to  march 
through  Jerfey  becoming  ferious,  I  had  detached  General 
Maxwell's  brigade  in  conjunclion  with  the  militia  of  that 
State,to  interrupt  and  impede  their  progrefs,  by  every oblfruc- 
tion  in  their  power,  fo  as  to  give  time  to  the  army  under  my 
command  to  come  up  with  them,  and  take  advantage  of  any 
favourable  circumilances  that  might  prefcnt  themfelves. 
The  army  having  proceeded  to  CorreiTs  ferry,  and  crolTed 
the  Delaware  at  that  place,  I  immediately  detached  Colonel 
Morgan  with  a  feleft  corps  of  fix  hundred  men  to  reinforce 
General  Maxwell,  and  marched  with  the  main  body  towards 
Princetown.  The  flow  advance  of  the  enemy  had  greatly 
the  air  of  defign,  and  led  me,  with  others,  to  fufpeft  that  Gen- 
eral Clinton,  defirous  of  a  General  action,  was  endeavouring 
to  draw  us  down  into  the  lower  country  in  order,  by  a  rapid 
movement,  to  gain  our  right  and  take  polfeflion  of  the  flrong 
grounds  above  us.  This  c6nfideration,  and  to  give  the  troops 
trine  to  repofe  and  refrelh  themfelvei  from  the  fatigue  they 
had  experienced  from  rainy  and  excefiive  hot  weather,  de- 
termined me  to  halt  at  HOpewell  townfhip,  about  five  miles 
from  Princetown,  where  we  remained  till  the  morning  of 
the  25th. 

'*  On  the  preceding  day,  I  made  a  fecond  detachment  of  fif- 
teen hundred  chofen  tioops,  under  Brigadier- GeneralScott, 
to  reinforce  thofe  already  in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemv,  the 
more  effetfually  to  annoy  and  delay  their  tnarch.  The  tiexc 
day  the  army  moved  to  Kingfton,  and  having  received  in- 
telligence that  the  enemy  wece  profecuting  their  route  to- 
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1778.      wards  Monmouth  court-houfe,  I  difpatched  a  thoufand  feleft. 

^m  y-/  jnen  under  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  and  fent  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  to  take  command  of  the  whole  advanced  corps, 
including  Maxwell's  brigade,  and  Morgan's  light-infantry, 
v/ith  orders  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of  attacking  the  en- 
emy's rear.  In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  the  whole  army 
inarched  from  Kingfton,  where  our  v.rhoIe  baggage  was  left 
with  intention  to  preferve  a  proper  diftance  tor  fupporting 
the  advanced  corps,  and  arrived  at  Cranberry  early  the  next 
morning.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the  weather,  and  a  heavy 
ilorm  unluckily  coming  on,  made  it  impoiTible  to  refume 
our  march  that  day  without  great  inconvenience  and  injury 
to  the  troops.  Our  advanced  corps  being  diflferentiy  cir- 
curaflanced,  moved  from  the  pofition  it  had  held  the  night 
before  ;  took  poft  in  the  evening,  on  the  Monmouth  road, 
about  five  miles  from  the  enemy's  rear;  in  expeftation  of 
attacking  them  next  morning  on  their  march.  The  main  body 
having  remained  at  Cranberry,  the  advanced  corps  was  found 
to  be  too  remote,  and  too  far  upon  the  right,  to  be  fupported 
either  in  cafe  of  an  attack  upon,  or  from  the  enemy,  which 
induced  me  to  fend  orders  to  the  Marquis,  to  file  ofF  to  his 
left,  towards  Engliili-town,  which  he  accordingly  executed 
early  in  the  mornmg  of  the  27th  [June.] 

•'  The  enemy  in  marching  Itom  Allentown,  had   changed 
their  difpofition,  and   placed  their   befi  troops  in   the    rear, 

'  .  confining  of  all  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,    and  chafTeurs 

of  the  line.  This  alteration  made  it  neceffary  to  increafe 
the  number  of  our  advanced  corps  ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
I  detached  Major-General  Lee,  with  two  brigades,  to  join  the 
Marquis  at  Engliili-town,  on  whom,  of  courfe,  the  command 
of  the  whole  devolved,  amounting  to  about  five  thoufand 
men.  The  main  body  marched  the  fame  day,  and  encamp- 
ed within  three  miles  of  that  plac^.  Morgan's  -corps  was 
left  hovering  on  the  enemy's  right  flank,  and  the  Jerfey  mi- 
litia, amounting  at  this  time,  to  about  feven  or  eight  hundred 
men,  were  under  General  Dickinfon  on  their  left.  The 
enemy  were  now  encamped  in  a  flrong  pofition,  with  their 
ji^ht  extending  about  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  the  court- 
houfe,  in  the  parting  of  the  roads,  leading  to  Shrewfbury  and 
Middlctown,  and  their  left  along  the  road  from  Allen-towa 
to  Monmouth  about  three  milae  on  this  fide  of  the  court- 
hoiife.  Their  right  flank  lay  on  the  fkirt  of  a  fmall  wood, 
while  their  left  was  fevered  with  a  thick  one  :  A  morafs 
running  towards  their  rear,  and  their  whole  front  covered  by  a 
wood,  and  for  a  confiderable  extent  towards  the  left  with  a 
morals.  In  this  fituation  they  halted  till  the  morning  of  the 
£;8ih.  Matters  being  thus  fuited,  and  having  had  the  bell 
itjiormaiion,  that  if  the  enemy   were  once  arrived  at  the 
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heighlsof  Middletown,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  where  they  1778. 
were,  it  would  be  impoflible  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  ^  ■■m* 
them  with  a  profpeft  oi  fuccefs,  I  determined  to  attack, 
their  rear,  the  moment  they  fhould  get  in  motion  from  their 
prefent  ground.  1  communicated  my  intention  to  General 
Lee,  and  ordered  him  to  make  his  difpofuion  for  the  attack, 
and  to  keep  his  troops  conftantly  lying  upon  their  arms  to 
be  in  readinefs  at  the  fliorteft  notice.  This  was  done  with 
refpecl  to  the  troops  under  my  immediate  command. 

"  About  five  in  the  morning.  General  Dickinfon  fent  an 
exprefs,  informing  that  the  front  of  the  enemy  had  begun 
their  marth.  I  immediately  put  the  army  in  motion,  and 
fent  orders  by  one  ot  my  aids  for  General  Lee  to  move  on, 
and  attack  them,  unlefs  there  {hould  be  any  powerful  reafons 
to  the  contrary,  acquainting  him  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  was 
marching  to  fupport  him,  and  for  doing  it  with  the  greater 
expedition  and  difpatch  fhould  make  the  men  difincumber 
themfelves  of  their  packs  and  blankets.  After  marching 
about  five  miles,  to  my  great  furprife  and  mortification,  I 
met  the  whole  advanced  corps  retreating  ;  and^  as  I  was  told, 
by  General  Lee's  order,  without  having  made  any  oppofi- 
tion,  excepting  one  fire  given  by  the  party  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Butler,  on  their  being  charged  by  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  who  were  repulfed  ;  I  proceeded  immediately 
to  the  rear  corps  which  I  found  clofely  preffed  by  the  enemy 
and  gave  dire6f ions  for  forming  part  of  the  retreating  corps, 
who,  by  the  brave  and  fpirited  conduft  of  the  officers,  aided 
byfome  pieces  of  well  ferved  artillery,  checked  the  enemy's 
advance,  and  gave  time  to  make  a  difpofition  of  the  left 
wing  and  fecond  line  of  the  array,  upon  an  eminence,  and 
in  a  wood  a  little  in  the  rear  covered  by  a  morafs  in  fronts  - 
On  this  were  placed  fome  batteries  of  cannon  by  Lord  Stir- 
ling, who  commanded  the  left  wing,  which^played  upon  the 
enemy  with  great  effeft,  and  feconded  by  parties  of  infantry 
detached  to  oppofe  them ;  thefe  efFed:ually  put  a  ftop  to  their 
,advance. 

General  Lee  being  detached  with  the  advanced  corps,  the 
command  of  the  right  wing,  for  the  occafion,  was  given  to 
General  Greene,  For  expedition  of  the  march,  and  to 
counteract  any  attempt  to  turn  our  right,  I  had  ordered 
thein  to  file  off  by  the  new  court-houfe,  two  miles  from  Eng- 
lifli-town,  and  fall  into  the  Monmouth  road  a  fmall  diftance 
in  the  rear  of  the  cou  >t-houfe.  On  intelligence  of  the  re- 
treat he  marched  up,  and  took  a  very  advantageous  pofition 
on  the  right,  the  enemy  by  this  time  finding  themfelvea 
warmly  oppofed  in  front,  made  an  attempt  to  turn  our  left 
flank,  but  they  were  bravely  repulfed  and  drawn  back  by 
detached  parties  of  infantry.     They  ajfo  made  a  moveraeni 
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11778.  to  our  right  with  as  little  fuccefs,  General  Greene  having 
»  ,,^  advanced  a  body  of  troops  with  artillery  to  a  commanding 
piece  of  ground,  which  not  only  difappointed  their  defign 
of  turning  our  right,  but  enfiladed  thofe  in  front  of  the  left 
wing.  In  addition  to  this,  General  Wayne  advanced  with 
a  body  of  troops,  and  kept  up  fo  fevere,  and  well  direfted  a 
fire,  that  the  enemy  there,  were  foon  compelled  to  retire  be- 
hind the  defile;  where  the  firll  fland  in  the  beginning  of  the 
aftion  had  been  made.  In  this  fituation  the  enemy  had 
both  their  flanks  fecuredby  thick  woods  and  morafles,  while 
their  front  could  only  be  approached  by  a  narrow  pafs.  I  re- 
folved  neverthelefs  to  attack,  them,  and  for  that  purpofe  or- 
dered General  Boor,  with  bis  own  and  the  Carolina  brigade 
to  move  round  upon  their  right,  and  General  Woodford 
upon  their  left,  and  the  artillery  to  gall  them  in  front ;  but 
the  impediments  in  their  way  prevented  their  getting  with- 
in reach  before  it  was  dark.  They  remained  upon  the  ground, 
they  had  been  direfted  to  occupy  during  the  night,  with  in- 
tention to  begin  the  attack  early  the  next  morning,  and  the 
army  continued  lying  upon  their  arms  in  the  field  of  aftion, 
to  be  in  readinefs  to  fupport  them.  In  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  were  engaged  in  removing  their  wounded,  and  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  night  marched  away  in  fuch  filence,  that 
though  General  Poor  lay  extremely  near  them,  they  efFe6led 
their  retreat  without  his  knowledge.  They  carried  oEf  al! 
tfieir  wounded  except  four  officers,  and  about  forty  privates, 
whofe  wounds  were  too  dangerous  to  permit  their  removal. 
The  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  the  fatigue  of  the  men 
from  their  march  through  a  deep  fandy  country,  almoft  en- 
tirely deflitute  of  water,  and  the  diftance  the  enemy  had 
gained  by  marching  in  the  night,  made  a;purfuit  impraftica- 
ble  and  fruitlefs;  it  would  have  anfwered  no  valuable  pur- 
pofe, and  would  have  been  fatal  to  numbers  ot  our  men, 
feveral  of  whom  died  the  preceding  day  with  heat.  Was  I 
to  conclude  my  account  of  this  day's  tranfaftions,  without  ex- 
prefiTing  my  obligations  to  the  officers,  and  army  in  general, 
I  fliould  do  injuflice  to  their  merit,  and  violence  to  my  own 
feelings.  They  feemed  tp  vie  with  each  other  infflanifefting 
their  zeal  and  bravery.  The  catalogue  of  thofe  who  diflin. 
guilhed  themfelves  is  too  long  to  admit  of  pariicularizing 
individuals.  I  cannot,  however,  forbe'dr  mentioning  Briga- 
dier-General Waine,  whofe  good  condu(51:  and  bravery 
through  the  whole  action  deferves  particular  commendation. 

*'  The  particular  fituation  of  General  Lee  at  this  time,  re- 
,  quires  that  I  fhould  fay  nothing  of  his  condu6l. 

"  lie  is  now  in  arreft. 
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**  Being  fuliy  convinced,  by  the  gentlemen  of  this  couii-      ^77^- 
try,  that  the  enemy  cannot  be  hurt   or  injured  in  their  em-     ^     y^ 
barkation  at  Sandyhook,  the  place  to  which  they  are  going, 
and  unwilling  to  get  too  far  removed  from  the  North  river, 
I  put  the  troops  in  motion  early  this  morning,  and  fhall  pro- 
ceed that  way." 

The  return  makes  the  lofs  of  Continentals  to  be  fijcty-nine 
tilled,  one  hundred  and  forty-two  wounded,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-two  mifllng,  many  of  the  latter  dropped 
through  fatigue,  and  having  recovered,  returned  to  the  camp. 
The  lofs  of  the  Royalifts  faid  to  be  two  hundred  and  forty- 
five  rank  and  file,  killed  and  left  en  the  field,  twelve  hundred 
and  fifty-five  wounded,  one  hundred  and  feventeen  prifoners, 
and  fifteeri  hundred  and  feventy-twodcferted.  Total  of  theif 
]ofs  after  they  left  Philadelphia,  three  ihoufand  one  hundred 
and  eighty-nine  by  the  account  circulated  ;  but  not  having 
feen  tiie  return  made  to  Sir  Henery  Clinton  cannot  deter- 
mine this  account  to  be  accurate. 

In  Gen.  Wafhington's  general  orders  the  next  Jay  after 
the  battle,  "  He  thanks  m.oft  fmcerely  the  gallant  officers 
and  men,  who  diflinguifhed  themfelves  on  this  occafion.  He 
can  with  peculiar  pleafure  inform  Gen.  Knox  and  the  of- 
ficers of  the  artiller)',  that  the  enemy  have  done  them  the 
jnllice  to  acknowledge  that  no  artillery  could  be  better  ferv- 
ed  than  our's." 

The  night  after  the  battle,  the  Royalifts  puihed  for  Mid- 
dletown,  from  thence  to  Sandyhook,  in  their  wav  to  New- 
York. 

Admiral  Gambler  arrived  this  month  at  New-York  with 
twenty-five  fail  of  tranfports  under  his  convoy,  and  a  few 
recruits  for  the  Royal  army. 

The  King  of  France  confidered  the  capture  made  by  the  June.  28. 
Britifli  fleet,  the  17th  inflant,  as  intended  by  England  as 
the  beginning  of  a  war  with  France  ;  he  therefore  iirued  his 
orders  of  this  date  for  "Making  reprifds  on  England  for 
the  infults  offered  his  flag."  At  this  period  we  may 
date  the  commencement  of  the  war  between  England  and 
France,  the  former  being  the  aggreffor,  and  began  hoftllities 
to  teftify  their  refentment  againft  France  for  their  friend- 
fliip  to  the  United  States. 

General  Walhington,  with  his  army,  was  purfuing    their  July  3, 
route  by  way  of  North  River.  General  Gates,  with  "a  divif- 
ionoi  Continentals,  encamped  at  White-plains,  as  a  barrier 
to  prevent  the   Royalifts  penetrating  the   couiui  v  contigu- 
ous to  New-York. 

Admiral  Count  D'E/iaing  arrived  off  the  Capes  of  Dela-  July  lo. 
v/are  from  Toulon,  with  a  fleet  of  fhips  under  his  command, 
confilfing  of  Cxteen  fail,  viz. 
Vol.  11.  S 


Guns. 

Saaiiaire 

50 

L'Engagean 

36 

Cbaniion 

30 

L'Alemene 

25 

L'Aitnable 

26 
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1778.  Guns.  Guns. 

' — yr— '     Languedoc     90         Protefteur      74 
Tonant  80         Guerrier         74 

Cafar  74  Fautafque       64 

Zele     ■  74         Proveace        64 

Heaor  74         Valiant  64 

Marfeilles       74 

In  this  fleet  came  about  four  thoufand  French  tFoops,  to 
co-operate  with  the  forces  of  the  United  States.  M.  Gzr- 
ard  alfo  arrived  in  this  fleet,  beiYig  appointed  by  the  Court 
of  VerfaiUes,  Minifler  plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  ; 
lie  landed  at  Chefter,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Piiiladelphia, 
and  proceeded  to  the  city.  Mr.  Comminioner  Deane  re- 
turned in  this  fleet,  in  confequence  of  a  refolutionof  Con- 
grefs  "  To  inform  them  of  the  commercial  ra;vtters  he  had 
tranfafted  in  France." 

Congrefs  having  now  returned  to  their  former  feat  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, received  z  jecond  letter  from  the  Briiifli  Commif- 
fioners,  to  which  they  refclvcd  to  give  no  anTwer.  The 
conditions  of  a  treaty  mentioned  in  the  letter  Congrefs  wrote 
them  of  .the  17th  ol  June,  not  being  complied  with,  and  the 
difgraceful  condu£i  of  one  of  the  Commifl"joners  in  endeav- 
ouring to  bribe  one  of  their  members,  might  be  the  reafons 
which  induced  Congrefs  to  take  the  above  refolation.  The 
circumftances  relative  to  the  bribery  mentioned  are  thus  re- 
lated, and  publifhed  at  that  time.  "  The  Hon.  Jofeph  Read, 
Efq.  one  of  the  delegates  for  Philadelphia,  informed  Con- 
grefs of  the  means  Govcrnour  yohn[lone  had  ufed  to  feduce 
him  tf.  aft  a  part  injurious  to  his  country.  A  lady  reflding 
at  Philadelphia,  who  had  connexion  with  the  Bricifh  (faid  to 
be  Mrs.  Fergulon,  wife  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Commiffion- 
ers)  undertook,  to  converfe  with  him,  and  acquainied,  him 
that  Governour  Johnftone  had  cxpreffed  to  her  his  wiihes  to 
engage  Mr.  Read's  interell  to  promote  the  objefl  of  their 
coramiifion,  viz.  a  reconciliation  between  the  two  countries, 
if  confiffent  with  his  principles  and  JLtdgraent,  and  that  in 
fuch  cale,  it  would  not  be  deemed  unbeco.min^  in  govern- 
ment to  take  a  favourable  notice  o\  fuch  condatt,  and  that  in 
this  i.nflance,  he  (Mr.  Read)  might  have  ten  thoufand  pounds 
fterling,  and  any  office  in  the  Colonies  in  his  Mjjefly's  gift." 
Mr.  Read's  re|;ly  redounds  greatly  to  his  honour,  and  fhouKl 
not  bo'Omittecl.  He  fdid,  he  was  not  worth  purckafmg,  but 
jurk  as  he  was,  the  King  ofGrtat  Britain  was  not  rick  enough 
to  do  it. 

The  injudicious  rondiiQ  of  Governour  Johnlfone,  ruined 
his  credit  with  Congrefs,  and  caufed  them  to  with-hold 
ail  correfpondence  with  him  ; ,  for  as  foon  as  Congrefs  were; 
acquilnted  with  n^  they  p^ifisd  the  following  refoives,  viz. 
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"  That  the  particulars  mentioned  in  Mr.  Read's  declavation,      1778. 
in  the  opinion  of  Congrefs,  cannot  but  be  confidered  as  di-     ^ — y— ' 
reft  attempts  to  corrupt  and  bribe  the  Congrefs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

"  That  as  Congrefs  feel,  fo  they  ought  to  demonftrate,  the 
higheft  and  mod  pointed  indignation  againft  ftich  doings  and 
attrocious  attempts  to  corrupt  their  integrity. 

"  That  it  is  incompatible  with  the  honour  of  Congrefs  to 
hold  any  manner  of  correfpondence  with  the  faid  Ge.orp^e 
Johnjione,  Efq.  efpecially  to  negcKiate  with  hirn  upon  al- 
iairs  in  which  the  caufe  of  liberty  and  virtue  are  interefted  ; 
and  tor  the  propriety  of  fuch.  conduct,  we  make  and  publifh 
to  the  world  this  our  deciaraiiiol]." 

Such  was  the  refult  of  Govemour  Johnflane's  mannge- 
ment,  or  rather  mifmancige.ment. 

The  fetilement  of  Wyoming  on  Suftjuehannah  river, 
fuflfered  a  general  maffacre  of  the  inhabitants.  Some  who 
had  been  eye  witneffes  of  the  diabolical  proceedings,  having 
efcaped,  related  ihe  circumftances  of  fh.e  maffacre,  which 
was  perpetrated  by  Tarus  and  Indians;  kom  the  printed  ac- 
count we  colleft, 

"  That  this  leitlement  was  made  by  the  people  ol  Con- 
nefticut  on  a  grant  of  land  purchafed  by  them,  under  fanc- 
tion  of  the  g<jvernmer)t  of  Indian  protestors;  and  thefe 
lands  falling  within  tlie  limits  of  the  Pennfylvania  claim,  a 
difpute  concerning  the  right,  had  arifen  beiween  the  tivo 
governments,  who  had  pr<>ceeded  to  frequent  afts  of  hoftili- 
ties.  When  11  was  at  a  height  that  threatened  the  difturbance 
of  the  other  governments,  Congrefs  interpofed,  by  whole' 
recommendation  and  authority  the  decifion  of  the  difpute 
was  fufpended,  till  that  with  Great  Britain,  equally  intereil- 
ing  to  every  American  State,  was  concluded,  when  they 
might  be  more  at  leifure  to  attend  to  the  other,  and  con- 
fider  the  juftice  of  each  claim." 

The  fettlement  confifted  of  eight  townlhips,  each  contain- 
ing five  miles  fquare  (the  river  navigable  for  flat  bottom 
boatsjand  produced  large  quantities  of  grain  of  all  forts,  fruk, 
hemp,  flax,  &c.  and  ftock.  of  all  kinds  ;  inhabited  by  about 
a  thoufand  families,  who  had  fmnifhed  the  Continental  army 
with  many  hundred  foldiers,  &c.  The  tory  inhabitants  had 
given  them  fome  difturbance  before  General  Harkermer's 
battle  at  Oneida  creek  ;  fome  of  thefe  had  been  aftive  in 
ftirring  up  the  Indians  to  aSs  of  hoftility,  after  they  got  their 
liberty  from  the  whig  inhabitants,  who  had  taken  up,  and 
"ferured  them  tor  a  time.  The  fettlers  were  fufpicious  of ! heir 
defign,  and  prepared  themfelves  fordelence;  the  Indians 
artfully  pretended  they  were  for  peace,  but  their  real  defign 
was  dlfcovered  to  the  fcitlers  by  a  drunken  Indian.     In  tha 
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1778,      months  of  April  and  May,  ftroliing  parties  of  Indians  arid 
'^ — y*--*    tories  made  incurfions. 

In  this  manner  began  the  deftru6lion  of  Wyomivg,  and  in 
this  month  it  was  completed  ;  and  ("the  account  fays)  "All 
thofe  floiirifhing  fettlements  were  reduced  to  a  fcene  of  de- 
folation,  and  horrour,  beyond  defcription,  parallel,  or  ciedi- 

^  bilitv.'- 

juLy  29.  y;,^  }<;_ing  of  Great  Britain,  ijfued  order's  to  faze  French 
properly;  thefe  oiders  operated  me  lame  as  a  formal  declara- 
tion of  war  again  ft  France. 

AugujL  The  city  of  New-York,   which   had   fuffered  greatly  by 

fire  foon  after  the  legulars  had  got  polfeflion,  underwent  a 
like  difaller  in  the  beginning  of  the  month,  and  was  immedi- 
ately tollowed  by  a  tremendous  explohon  occafioned  by 
lightning,  which  I'lruck  an  oidnance  floop  in  the  eafl  river, 
faid  to  h;-;ve  on  board  two  htmdred  and  forrty-five  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  by  which  means  the  houfes  in  that  pait  of  the 
city  were  much  damaged. 

Aug.  6.  Monfieur  Gerard,  the  French  AmbafTador,  had  his  firft  au- 

dience of  the  American  Congrefs  on  this  day. 

A.nother  expedition  to  Neivport  being  planned,  Count 
D'iiiiaing  with  his  fleet  from  Sandy-Fiook,  anchored  ofF 
Point  Judith  the  29^1  of  Jr.ly,  and  blocked  up  Newport 
harbour."  An  army  was  collected  from  the  four  New  Eng- 
land States,  who  were  joined  by  Glover's  and  Varnuni's 
biigades  from  the  continental  army,  the  whole  cornm.anded 
by  Major-General  Sullivan.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
sod  Major-Gcneral  Greene,  came  from  the  American  camp 
to  ferve  us  as  volunteers  in  this  expedition.  Alany  of  the  moli 
jefpetiable  characters  voUintariiy.  engaged  in  it.  Major- 
Gtneral  Hancock,  from  Boftcn,  undertook  to  command  one 
diviiion  of  the  troops.  The  French  troops,  about  four 
thoufand,  landed  fiom  the  (hips  on  Conanicutt  ifland,  about 
three  miles  dillant,  but  were  afterwards  taken  on  board 
again.  The  fleet  made  a  movement  into  Newport  harbo\;r. 
In  pafhng  the  enemy's  batteries  they  were  fired  on,  but  re- 
ceived little  damage. 

On  Sunday,  about  eight  thoufand  troops  landed  on  New- 

Aug.  9,  port  ifland,  and  took  pofi'^efTion  of  two  of  the  enemy's  forts, 
and  the  whole  ifland  north  of  their  lines,  about  two  miles 
from  the  town,  without  a  gun  fired  on  either  fide.  The 
enemy  evacuated  them,  and  retired  to  their  works  nearer 
the  town.   '  The  advance  of  the  befieging  army  was  compof- 

*  The  particulars  of  the  dcJiruBion  were  publified  in  the 
American  newfpopcrs,  and  the  Biitfi  Annual  Regijkrfor 
^779- 
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ed  of  the  light  troops,  independent  companies,  and  fifty  ^77^- 
men  Trom  each  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Livingfton,  *  y  ^ 
the  right  wing  of  the  army  by  Major-General  Greene,  the 
left  by  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  ;  the  fecond  line  by  Major- 
General  Hancock,  and  the  referve  by  Colonel  Weft.  Thus 
far,  matters  fucceeded  to  their  wifhes  ;  but  the  events  of  war 
are  uncertain. 

On  or  about  the  10th,  Lord  Howe,  with  the  Britiih  fleet 
trom  New-York,  appeared  off"  the  mouth  of  Newport  har- 
bour. His  fleet  confifted  of  twenty  fail,  thirteen  of  which 
were  of  the  line.  Count  D'Eftaing  immediately  put  out 
after  them,  when  a  violent  ftorm  arofe,  and  prevented  his 
return  in  feafon  to  aiTift  the  army  befiegiiig  Newport.  The 
Caefar,  of  feventy-four  guns,  had  a  fmart  engagement  with" 
one  of  the  Britifli,  in  which  the  French  Captain  loft  an  arm, 
and  proceeded  to  Bofton.  The  French  fleet  having  fuffered 
greatly  in  the  llorm,  the  Count  was  under  a  neceiTity  of 
quitting  the  expeditkm  and  proceeding  to  Bofton  to  repair 
his  fhips,  where  he  arrived  the  28th.  This  circuraftance 
difconcerted  the  plan  laid  for  regaining  the  ifland. 

The  enemy  having  intelligence  ol  the  movements  of  the 
the  befiegcrs,  came  out  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th, 
with  nearly  their  whole  iorce,  in  two  columns;  they  ad- 
vanced in  two  reads  and  attacked  the  light  corps,  who  made 
a  brave  refiftance.  General  Sullivan's  letter  to  Congrefs, 
mentions  the  particulars  of  the  aciion,  Nvhich  lalled  through 
the  day  and  ended  in  the  repulfe  of  tb.e  enemy  ;  they  retir- 
ed,  and  left  him  in  pofiefliun  of  the  ground,  their  lofs  being 
greater  than  his.  After  the  action,  his  troops  retired  to 
camp,  and  the  eneioy  employed  themfelves  in  fortifying 
;  their  camp  through  the  night.  The  lofs,  by  a  particular  re- 
turn made  to  the  General,  was,  on  his  fide,  two  hundred 
and  eleven  killed,  wounded  and  miiTiiig.  Some,  who  v/ere 
taken  priloners  at  Newport,  and  cjmeout  on  parole,  report- 
ed that  the  Royalills  had  three  hundred  and  fix  killed,  and 
more  than  double  that  number  wounded,  and  had  left  them 
eight  thoufand  ftrong  in  Newport.  The  Royalifts  availed 
themfelves  ol  the  departure  of  the  French  fleet,  and  Sir  H. 
Clinton  threw  in  large  fuccours  from  New-York. 

In  the  evening  Ol   the  30th,    the  day  after  the  action,   the 
General  received  a   Iciter   irotii   Gcr:eral    Waihington,  in- 
forming him  ihtU  Loid  Howe  had  {,\\W/\  a  fecond  time  with 
the  fleet.     At  the  fame  time  he  received  intelligence  that  a 
fleet  was  off  Block-IUand,  .and  finding  by  the  imelilgence 
,,     from  Bofton,  ih^;t  ti'.e  French  fleet  conid  not  be  repaired  in 
t^    feafon,   fo   as  to  aid  hds  operations  againlf  Newport,  it  was 
'    imanimoufly  agreed,  in  courcil  ol  v/ar,  to  quit  the  illand;  The 
event,  (General  StiUivan's  Icaer   takes  notice)   proved  how 
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i'/jS.  timely  his  retreat  took  place,  as  ah  hundred  fail  of  the  ejipmy'* 
*  V*"^  fhips  arrived  in  the  harbour,  the  morning  after  the  retreat. 
This  was  accorapliflied  on  Sunday  the  30lh  ;  the  army  bring- 
ing off  with  them  all  their  baggage,  flores,  See.  without  fuf- 
fering  any  lofs  or  damage,  while  doing  it.  In  the  general 
orders  illued  by  General  Sullivan,  he  "  Cogratulafes  his^r- 
my  upon  a  retreat  from  an  ifland  in  the  face  of  an  enemy  of 
fuperior  force,  and  who  had  befides  the  command  of  the 
water.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  to  perform  a  retreat 
without  any  confufion  or  diforder,  mud  refleft  the  higheft 
honour  on  the  brave  troopshe  had  the  honour  to  command.". 

In  this  manner  ended  the  third  expedition  undertaken  to 
-    recover  Newport  from  the  Royalifts. 

This  month  the  trial  of  Major-General  Lee  came  on  at 
Brunfwick  before  a  Court  Marlhal  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pofe.     The  charges  exhibited  againfl  him  were,  viz.  ^ 

"  The  difobedience  of  "orders,  in  not  attacking  the  enemy 
the  28th  ot  June,  agreeable  to  repeated  inftru6lions. 

"  For  milbehaviour  before  the  enemy  on  the  fame  day 
in  making  an  unneceffarv,  diforderiy,  and  Tnameful  retreat. 

"  For  difrefpeft  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  in  two  letters 
dated   June  28,  and  July  1." 

The  Court  were  of  opinion,  that  he  was  guilty  ;  and  their 
fentence  was,  *'  That  Major-General  Lee  be  fufpended  from 
his  command  in  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
fpace  of  twelve  months.* 

[In  i753,this  officer  was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Briiiili  array. 
Ill  1772, he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Lieut.  Colonel,  and 
his  name  v/as  in  the  anny  lilltiil  1775,  during  which  time  he 
received  half  pay.  Report  fays  that  being  defguiled  at  not 
being  raifed  to  the  rank  ot  a  full  Colonel,  when  a  vacancy 
p^elented,  he  !eh  Kngland,  came  to  America  and  refided  in 
Virginia  at  the  commencement  of  the  Amei  icau  war,  in  which 
he  early  engaged,  and  Congrefs  appointed  him  a  Major, 
General  in  their  army.  Being  taken  prifonnr  by  the  enemy, 
he  was  detained  by  them  at  iv^ew-York,  for  many  months; 
hut  being  exchanged  he  returned  to  his  command  in  the 
Continental  army.  He  is  defcribed  to  have  been  a  perfon 
of  abilities,  education,  and  bravery,  but  appears  to  have  had- 
a  larger  fliare  of  ambition  than  was  conhftent  with  the  rel- 
peft  due  to  the  orders  of  a  fupcriour  officer.] 

*  Injar.uary,  1780,  Congrefs  difini [fed  him  from  his  rank 
in  thf  Continental  arm)\  and  he  retired  from  it.  In  Otloher 
2,  \y^^,  he  died  at  Philadelphia.     A   volume  ^oj   his  xvrii- 

2'V^  S  rvz'h  his  life,  havcfince  been  publijiicd. 
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General  Gray,  from  New- York  with  a  detachmeht  of  1778, 
Britifh  troops,  burnt  the  town  of  New-Bedford,  in  Dart*  v  y  * 
mouth,  in  the  State  of  MafTachufetts  bay.  Sept.  6. 

About  the  middle  oi  this  month,,  arrived  at  New- York, 
from  Halifax,  Admiral  Byron,  with  a  fquadron  of  Britifli 
men  of  war,  to  obllrufl  the  operations  of  Count  D'Eftaiag, 
in  America,  and  to  fupport  and  aid  the  King's  naval  for<;e, 
already  on.tk.^^t  Itation.  His  fleet  fufFered  much  in  their  paf, 
fage  from  England,  and  were  not  in  a  condition  for  fervice, 
for  near  a  month  after  their  arrival.  Lord  Hpy/js  having 
refigned  his  command  of  the  fleet  at  New-York^  to  Admiral 
Gambier,  he  prepared  fur  his  return  to  England. 

Governour  Jofipflone,  finding  he  could  not  acl  wittiCon- 
grefs  in  the  chara6lcr  of  a  Commiflioner,  accompanied  Lord 
Howe  in  his  voyage  to,  England. 

Dr.  Fergufon,  Secretary  to  the  Britifh  Comgiiflioners, 
fo/warded  fundr^'  papers  to  Congrqfs,  viz.  a  declaration  fign- 
ed  "George  Johnftone,"  another  figned  by  Carlifle, 
Clinton,  and  Eden,  and  a  third  declaration  figned  by  the 
three  laff  mentioned  Coramiffioners,  containing  a  reqiuifitioii 
relative  to  Burgoyne's  troops,  captured  laft  year  at  Saratoga. 
Governour  Johnftone's  declaration  refpe^s  the  refolve  of" 
Congrefs,  relative  to  his  attempt  on  the  fidejit,y  of  one  of 
their  members,  which  refolve  he  imputes  to  be  calculated 
by  Congrefs  to  delude  the  people  of  America  and  to  defeat 
the  defign  of  the  CornmifTioners  in  eflFefting  an  accommoda- 
tion.which  (he  fays;  ke  would  not  by  any  means  prevent ;  and 
therefore  declines  a6ling  any  more  as  a  Commiffioner.  The 
fecond  declaration  fets  forth,  "  That  the  other  three  Com- 
raiiTioners  had  not  any  knowledge  of  the  conduft  of  Gov- 
ernour Johnftone,  in  tampering  with  Congrefs,  till  they 
read  it  in  the  newfpapers." 

This  paper  contains  reiIe6lions  on  France,  and  aflert'S 
•'  That  the  offers  of  France  to  the  American  CornmifTioners 
there,  was  in  confequence  of  a  plan  of  accommodation  pro- 
pofed  by  Britain."  It  alfo  expreffes "  Their  aftonifliment  that 
this  peuple  fliould  prefer  an  alliance  with  France  (if  we  un- 
deilland  iheir  meaning)  tp^  AjubmilJion  to  the  government 
of  England."  In  the  third  declaration  they  demand  an 
immediate  releafe  of  Burgoyne's  trodps,  and  to  induce  to  a 
compliance,  they  offer  to  ratify  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  the  articles  of  the  Saratoga  convention. 

In  what  light,  Congrefs  viewed  this  offer  may  be  feen  by 
th^ir  refolve,  viz.  *'  That  no  ratification  of  the  convention 
of  Saratoga,  which  may  be  tendered  in  confequence  of  pow- 
ers wli:ch"n3iy  reach  that  cafe  by  conftruclion  and  implica- 
tion, or  which  may  fubjeft  whatever  is  tranfa6ied  relative  to 
it,  to  the  future  approbation,  or  difapprobation  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  can  be  accepted  by  Congrefs." 
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J778.  W.  H.  Drayton,  Efq.   ^one  of  the  South-Carolina  dele- 

Vi.»yi  «J  gates)  in  a  letter  publilhed*  and  addreffed  to  the  three  Com- 
miflioners'  anfwers  to  the  foregoing  declarations,  and  exam- 
ines  with  precifion  the  proceedings  of  Parliament,  relative 
to  the  conciliatory  plan.  Hejuftifies  the  coiiducl  of  France, 
and  proves  from  the  Parliamentary  debates,  "  That  the  of- 
fers of  France  made  on  the  i6ih  December,  1777,  was  at  a, 
point  of  time,  when  every  public  intimation  that  could  be 
given  of  a  perfeverance  in  meafures  of  coercion  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  atiually  and  clearly  exijhd  ;''  which 
nullifies  the  affertionoftheCommiinoners, mentioned  above, 
*'  That  the  offers  were  made  by  France,  in  confequence  pf  a 
plan  ofaccommodation  previoully  concerted  in  Great  Brit- 
ain." 

The  German-Flats,  a  fine  fertile  country,  confifting  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  fituated  on  both  fides  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  was  laid  in  afhes  by  the  Royalifts — the  inhabi- 
tants having  timely  notice,  efcaped.  • 

Major-General  Lord  Stirling  at  this  time  commanding  a 
divifion  of  Continentals  in  the  Jerfies,  wrote  to  Congrefs  a 
relation  of  the  maffacre  of  fome  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment 
of  horfe,  who  were  furprized  the  latter  end  of  this  month 
in  a  barn  in  Harringtown,  near  Tapan,  by  a  party  of  Royal- 
ills,  headed  by  a  tory.  "  On  its  being  intimated  to  me," 
fays  his  Lordfhip,  "  that  Congrefs  was  defirous  to  know  the 
particulars  of  the  malfacre  of  Colonel  Baylor's  regiment, 
I  defired  Dr.  Griffith,  furgeon  and  chaplain  to  General 
Woodford's  brigade,  and  who  attends  Colonel  Baylor,  and 
the  other  wounded  prifoners,  to  coUeft  all  the  evidence  he 
could  of  that  barbarous  affair.  I  have  juft  now  received 
colle61:ious  on  that  horrid  lubjecl."  The  colleclion  con- 
tains the  affidavits  and  depofitionS  of  a  number  of  foldiers 
belonging  to  that  unfortunate  regiment,  who  folemnly  de- 
clare, that  after  they  had  furreridered,  and  afked  for  quarter, 
it  was  refufed.  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  fergeant  of  the  third 
troop,  efcaped  unhurt,  but  heard  ihe  Britifli  foldiers  cry  out, 
"  Sliver  him,"  repeatedly.  CuUency,  of  the  firit  troop,  who 
received  twelve  wounds,  fays,  "  That  when  the  enemy  en- 
tered the  barn  where  his  troop  lay,  he  and  the  men  afked 
for  quarter  and  were  refufed  ;  that  the  Britifli  Captain,  Bull, 
of  the  fecond  light  infantry,  alter  enquiring  how  many  of 
the  rebels  were  dead,  on  being  told  the  number,  ordered  all 
the  reft  to  be  knocked  on  the  head,  and  that  his  orders  were 
executed  on  five  or  fix  of  the  wounded."  Bcnfon,o{  i\\z 
fecond  troop,  received  alfo  twelve  v/ounds,  he  declared  he 
heard  the  men  in  the  barn  wiih  him,  alk  for  quarter,  which 
was  rettirned  with  wounds,  and  abufive  language  ;  he  thought 
it  in  valii  to  alk  for  quarter  himfelf,  as  he  heard  the  foldiers' 
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rf  ply  to  the  others  that  begged  it  "  that  their  Captain  had  ot-  1778. 
dered  them  to  ftah  all  and  make  no  prifoners."  Thomas  Tal-  ^ — y— ^, 
ley  of  the  fixth  troop  received  fix  wounds;  he  declared 
*' That  after  the  e'le'ny  had  taken  him  and  partly  ftripped 
him,  the  foldiers  enquiring  of  their  Captain,  what  Ihould  be 
done  with  him,  he  ordered  him  to  be  killed,  and  after  that, 
he  received  fix  wounds  in  his  breaft  with  their  bayonet?  at 
different  times."  Southward^  of  the  fifth  troop  fa'^s,  "That 
five  men  out  of  thirteen  of  their  regiment,  in  theJjjim  wi^h 
him,  were  killed  outright,  and  therell,  except  hiirtfdf,  btvo^ 
netted;  that  he  heard  the  Britifh  officer  order  bis  men  to  put 
all  to  death,  and  afterwards  alk,  if  they  had  finilhed  all — 
that  they  offered  quarters  to  fome,  who  on  furrendeting  them- 
felves,  they  bayonetted."  The  depofiuons  of  feven  others 
attefted  by  Governour  Livingfton,  of  the  Jerfies,  confirm 
the  above  declarations.  Af/".  Aforru,  Lieutenant  and  Adju- 
tant in  Baylor's  regiment  received  feven  wounds ;  he  folemn- 
ly  declared  that  upon  begging  his  lile  after  he  had  furren- 
dered,  they  replied  yes,  d — n  ye,  we  will  give  you  quarters, 
and  then  ruflied  on  and  flabbed  him  with  their  bayonets,  and 
itripped  him  of  all  his  clothes. 

The  latter  end  of  this  month  an  hazardous  enlerprize  was 
undertaken  and  bravely  executed  by  Major  Silas  Talbot  of 
the  State  of  Rhode-lfland,  in  a  fmall  floop  mounting  only 
two  carriage  guns,  having  on  board  about  fixiy  volunteers. 
Tliey  ran  along-fide  the  Pigot  galley,  belonging  to  the  Britilh, 
ftdtioned  at  Seconnet  paffage,  near  Newport,  which  they 
boarded  and  took,  and  cond>.61;ed  her  faftly  to  Providence. 
The  Pigot  was  well  manned,  had  a  heavy  bow  gun,  and 
mounted  eight  twelve  pounders.  OB.  3, 

The  lall  manifelio  or  proclamation  of  the  Britifh  Commif- 
fioners  at  New-York,  was  publiihed  and  circulated  through 
the  United  States,  it  was  addreffed  "To  the  members  of 
Congrefs,  the  members  of  the  General  Affemblies  or  Con- 
ventions of  the  feveral  colonies,  plantations  and  provinces, 
&c.  and  all  the  other  inhabitants  of  every  rank  and  denomina- 
tion," and  figned  by  three  of  the  Commiffioners,viz.  Carlifle, 
Clinton  and  Eden  ;  it  was  to  be  in  force  forty  days  from  the 
date.  It  offers  a  general  or  feparate  peace  to  the  colonies, 
with  the  revival  of  their  ancient  government  fecured  againft 
future  infringements,  and  protefted  forever  from  taxation  by 
Great  Britain,  if  thty  would  relinquipi  their  independence^ 
break  their  faith  with  France,  and  fuSmit  to  the  Britifh  yoke. 
This  fecms  to  be  the  plain  Englifli  conltruclion  of  the  terms 
on  which  they  offer  peace;  but  if  the  United  States  would 
not  comply  with  them,  then  the  manifelto  fuggefts,  "  They 
wcie  to  expefl  more  fever e  expreffions  of  Britifli  vengeance. 
Vol.  II.  T 
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T778.  The  manifefto  contains  silfoa  recapitulation  of  wlidtthe  Coin. 
^ — v*-^  mifhoncrs  call  the  blefTings  they  arc  impowere.l  to  confer^ 
and  a  warning  of  the  continued  train  ot  evils  to  which  the 
calonics  (in  which  defcilption  this  manifeilo  places  thetn) 
are  at  prefent  blindly  and  obftinately  expofing  ihemfelves," 
&c.  &c. 

The  Commiflioners  explicitly  declared  that  they  had?ze/M- 
er  authority  or  indinaiion  to  acknowledge  tlie  colonies  to  be 
independent — and  Congref^  having  informed  them  "That 
they  would  treat  with  Great  Britain  on  no  other  terms;"  it 
put  an  end  to  the  negociation,  and  the  CornmilTioners  pre- 
pared to  leave  the  continent. 

Od:.  30.  This  day  Congrefs  publUhed  their  reply  to  the  declarations 

of  the  Commiffioners,  after  mentioning  the  caufe  of  Ameri- 
ca taking  up  arms,  that  it  was  the  opprefhve  and  tyranoiis 
mcannes  of  Great  Britain,  and  briefly  reciting  the  cruelties 
tliat  had  hitherto  been  exercifed  by  their  troops  and  navy, 
afling  againft  the  States  ;  they  fay,  "That  fince  their  incorri- 
gible difpofitions  cannot  be  touched  by  kindnefs  and  com- 
pafTion,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  Congrefs,  by  other  means,  to 
vindicate  the  rights  of  humanity,"  and  conclude  with  the  fol- 
lowing  words  :  "  That  if  our  enemies  prefume  to  execute 
their  threats,  and  perfift  in  their  prefent  mode  of  barbarity 
we  will  fake  fuch  exemplary  vengeance  as  (hall  deter  others 
from  a  like  conduft."  They  appeal  to  that  God  who  fearch- 
eth  the  hearts  ol  all  men  for  the  reftitude  of  their  intentions, 
and  in  his  holy  prefence  declare,  "  That  as  they  are  not  mov- 
ed by  any  light,  or  hafty  fuggeUions  of  anger,  or  levenge  ;  fo 
through  every  poffible  change  oi  fortune  they  fhall  adhere  to 
this  tlieir  determination." 

The  Somerfet  man  of  war  of  fixty-four  gui.s  foundered  in 
Bofton  bay. 
Nov.  5,  Count  D'EflaIng,  witt  the  French  fleet,  failed  from  Bof- 
ton.  Their  particular  deflination  unknown  at  this  time,  to 
any  but  the  Admiral,  whofe  charaftei  iltick  was  to  conduQ  his 
affairs  with  great  feciecy.  Admiral  Byron  with  a  fquad- 
ron  of  Britilh  Ihips  came  ovl  the  New  England  coaft  to  in- 
tercept him,  but  miifed  fiis  aim.  The  lame  day  the  Count 
Bofl:on,CommodoreHotham  happened  to  fail  from  Sandyhook 
with  fome  men  of  war  and  tranf  ports,  having  on  board  Gen- 
eral Grant,  with  five  thoufand  troops  for  the  Weft-Indies. 

Nov.  14.  Lord  Carlifle  and  William  F.den,  Efor.  two  of  the  Britifh 
CommifTioners,  embarked  at  New-York  for  England — ac- 
companied by  General  Earl  Cornwallis. 

D^f.  3.  Lieutenant   Co\ont\  A>chibald  Campbell,   vv-ho   embarked 

at  New-York  the  27th  of  the  lalt  m;»nih,  on  an  exj)edition 
to  Qsorgia,  arrived  there  the  thi.d  idv  of  December.     The 
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B.ritifh  had  for  a  confidcrable  time,  previous  to  tl/is  under- 
taking, employed  agents  in  the  remote  and  interior  parts  of 
that  country  to  tamper  with  the  inhabitants,  enlifling  them 
I'nto  the  Briiilh  I'ervice,  and  fwearing  them  to  fecriicy. 

A  confideratioti  of  this  circurnftance,  the  previous  enhft- 
ment  of  the  inhabitants,  together  with  that  other,  the  num- 
ber of  Scots  inhabiting  the  fouihern  States  will  check  our 
furprize  ai  Cujonel  Catnpbcli's  fuccefs  lo  foon  after  his  ar- 
rival. 

Commodore  Hyde  Parker  anchored  in  Savannah  river,  the 
day  after  Colonel  Campbell  had  arrived.  The  Royalills 
made  an  incurfion  wiih  about  3000  troops,  afhfled  by  the 
/(jjfl/ inhabitants.  (The  CA^rrtJ/^^e  Indians  were  invited  into 
their  fervice,  but  ihcy  declined  going  to  wir  at  this  time.) 

Geneial  Prevol):,  with  a  foice  from  Si,  Auguftine,  took 
pofieflion  of  Su  ibuiy,  while  Colonel  Campbell,  got  polFef- 
on  of  the  town  of  Savannah.  He  alfo  gained  an  advantage 
over  a  body  of  Carolina  forces  under  General  Howe  of  that 
State,  who  were  polled  at    fome  diftance  from  the  town  to  \ 

oppoie  their  progrefs;  but  unluckily  for  the  Carolinians,  \\\t 
enemy  matched  fecretly  through  a  fwamp  or  raorafs,  by  a 
path  made  known  to  them  by  a  negro,  "  The  happy  face 
of  the  ground  (fiys  Colonel  Campbell's  account)  favoured 
the  concealment  of  this  manoeuvre,  and  gave  opportunity 
'  of  getting  in  the  rear  of  General  Kowe's  troops,  and  the 
Pritifli  line  advancing  forward,  made  a  fudden  attack,  and 
fiicceeded."  Colonel  Campbell  gives  a  very  fplendid  ac- 
count of  his  fuccefs.  He  fays  "  That  thiny-eight  oflicers 
of  difFerent  ranks,  fell  into  his  hands ;  four  hundred  and  fifty 
non-commillion  oflicers  and  privates,  one  (land  of  colours, 
foriyeight  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty-three  mortars,  ninety- 
four  barrels  of  powder,  the  fort  with  all  its  (lores,  and  the 
capital  of  GcorgirJ,  the  fliipping  in  the  harbour,  and  a  large 
quantity  of  provifions ;"  and  all  this  was  done  (according  to 
the  Colonel's  account)  without  any  other  lofs  on  the  fide  of 
the  Royalids,  than  that  of  a  Captain,  and  two  privates  killed, 
and  eleven  wounded.  On  the  fide  of  the  conquered  eighty 
were  found  dead  and  eleven  wounded.  [This  is  contrary  to 
what  generally  happens  ;  the  greateft  number  Being  ufually 
of  the  wounded  ;  but  the  above  is  the  conqueror's  account.] 

After  this  fuccefs  the  enemy  marched  to  Cherokee-hill, 
and  took  pofieffion  ot  the  town  of  Ebenezer,  about  thirty 
miles  from  Savannah,  and  then  advanced  fifty  miles  above 
it.  Thefe  fuccelTes  were  indeed  fi  itiering,  and  the  fortunare 
commander  anticipated  il'e  coiiqi'.elt  ot  that  whole  country 
in  one  campaign  ;  but  their  prugicis  and  profpccfs  v.eie  iuon 
after  checked. 
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1778.  The  Royalijls  flruck  a  fevere  blou'  in  the  northem  quar- 
* — ^->  ter.  A  bodv  confi fling  of  about  leven  hundred  Indians, 
I^cc.  11.  toijes  and  fo'ldieis  went  to  Cherry -valley,  a  fetilemcnt  about 
fixty  miles  iibove  Albany,  which  they  deflroyed,  maffacred 
feveral  of  the  inhabhanis,  men,  women  and  childien,  wuh 
Col.Alden  oI-Duxbnry,  MafTachufetts  State  (who  command- 
ed a  party  of  about  two  liundred  and  fifty  continental  troops 
ilationed'there}  and  made  prifoners  of  the  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  The  account  o\  this  trag- 
ical aflF.iir  fays,  "  That  one  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  furviv- 
ing  inhabiiants  had  neither  houfe,  nor  provifions,  and  were 
ahnoil;  naked,  and  deflitute  of  money  to  provide  ihemfelves 
with  necelfaries."  The  reporter  fays  tunher,  "  That  three 
men  were  killed,  all  the  reft  were  help'cis  women  and  chil- 
dren," 

This  month,  the  laft  manifejlo  publifhed  in  America  by 
the  Britifh  Comtyifiioners,  became  a  fubjeft  of  animadver- 
fion  in  both  Houfes  of  Parliament.  The  Marquis  oj  Rock- 
inojiam  called  the  attention  of  the  lioufe  of  Lords  to  it,  and 
holding  it  in  his  band,  faid,  "  It  was  a  proclamation  contrary 
to  humanity,  to  chriflianiiy,  and  to  every  idea  of  virtuous 
policy."  An  objeftion  being  made  to  introducing  papers 
into  the  Houfe  without  firlt  addrefTinghls  Majeify  for  le^ve 
— andthe  Marqui';  b'ivingm:;dc  a  motion  for  fnch  an  addrefs. 
The  Bipiop  of  Pcitrborough  arofe  and  laid,  "  That  in  the 
account  ot  the  cxt!  aordin.iries  oF  the  army  tor  the  hift  year, 
charges  were  made  for  ihe  tomahaivk  zvA  fcalping-kiiije,  that 
is  for  ihe  Indians  in  our  fervice  exercifing  their  horrid  butch- 
eries, and  he  fuppofed  from  the  proclamation,  fuch  expenfe 
would  be  continued,  it  is  our  duty  to  aft  as  cbriliian^  to  fot- 
len  the  horrors  ot  war,"  &c.  Lord  Camitn  faid,  "  The 
declaration  in  the  proclamation  held  forth  ^.war  oj  revenge, 
fuch  as  Moloch  in  Pandemonium  of  hell,  idvifed,  that  the 
proclamation  ought  to  be  damned,  for  it  would  fix  an  invet- 
erate hatred  in  the  Americans,  againfl  the  very  nameof  Eng- 
lifhrnan,  which  would  be  left  as  a  legacy  from  father  to  fon,  to 
the  lateft  pcfterity  ;"  he  added,  "  that  the  Lords  (hould  con- 
{\ai:r,  that  they  weie  chrillians,  and  that  their  enemies  were 
the  fame." 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Cooke,  "  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Majef- 
ty,  to  expiefs  their  di{iatisf36tion  with  thofe  paHages  in  the 
manifefio  which  indicates  "  That  hitherto  confidering  that 
America  would  again  return  to  her  allegiance,  and  be  a  iource 
of  advantage  to  Great  Britain,  they  had  retrained  from  the 
extremes  of  war,  and  the  defolation  of  the  country,  but  that 
the  war  would  afiurae  a  different  fhape  if  America  joined 
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hetfelf  with  France,  that  fhe  might  be  rendered  of  little  fer-  1778. 
vice  to  that  power,"  and  pray  his  Majefty  to  difavow  all  'w-y,,^ 
knowledge  ot  that  pal^Jge."  Mr.  Burke,  gave  his  fenfe  of 
"  The  extremes  of  war,"  ihey  meant  he  faid  the  killing  man^ 
woman,  and  child,  burning  their  houfes,  ravaging  their  lands, 
annihilating  humanity  iiom  off  the  face  of  the  earth,  or  ren- 
.dering  it  fo  wretched  that  death  would  be  preferable."  He 
alked,  againll  svhoni  is  the  dreadful  menace  pronounced  ? 
Not  againfi  the  virulent,  and  the  guilty  ;  but  againft  thofe 
who,  confcious  of  re6iitude,  atled  to  the  beft  of  their  ability 
in  a  good  caufe,  and  Rood  up  to  fight  tor  freedom,  and  their 
couniry."  Lord  George  Germain  (poke  on  the  other  fide  in 
the  debate,  and  attempted  to  foften,  and  explain  away  the  rig- 
our of  the  exprcffions,  by  fayitig,  "That  the  calamities 
threatened,  would  be  confined  within  the  bounds  of  necefluy." 
He  would  not  agree  that  any  cenfure  fhould  be  thrown  or. 
tbeCommlffioners.  The  majority  prevailed, and  Mr.  Cooke's 
motion  did  not  obtain.  Many  of  the  patriotic  Lords  and 
gentlemen  reprobated  it,  but  the  greater  part  excufed  and 
palliated  it. 

On  the  Houfe  of  Lords  refining  the  motion,  "  To  exprefs 
their  difpleafure  at  the  manifefto,"  thirty-one  of  them  enter- 
ed their  proieft.  "  We  choofe  (fay  thefe  noble  proteftors) 
to  draw  ourfelves  out  and  to  di{lino,uifh  ourfelves  to  pofteri- 
ty,  as  not  being  the  fiifl  to  renew,  to  appove,  or  to  tolerate, 
the  return  of  that  ferocity  which  a  beneficial  religion,'  en- 
lightened manners,  and  true  military  honour  had  tor  a  time 
banifhed  the  chriftian  world.* 

*  Amongjl  thefe  nobles  are  the  names  of  Rockingham,  Peter- 
borough,  St.  Afaph,  Grafton,  Pdchmond,  Abingdon,  Manchef- 
i€r,  Pottlaiid,  Ej/inghaw,  Coventry,  Camden,  &c.  &c. 

"  Ten  of  the  noble  Lords  who  prot  fled,  their  J  or  tunes  all 
together,  ?7iake  up  at-ove  /'20o,ooo  Jlcrling  per  year.  Yet 
thefe  are  the  men,7.vhofe  feniiimnts  mif I  avail  nothing  at  fo 
critical  and  important  a  period. 

"  Three  of  the  rigju  Reverend,  the  bench  of  Bifliops^  Drs. 
Yorke,  Hard, and  (the  Bifiop  of  London  J  iJr.  Loath, Jtruck 
with  the  frequent  appeals  made  b\  the  mmoiity  Lords  to  their 
feelings  an  d  chriflaimty,  went  out  of  the  houfe  before  the  divif- 
ion  {on  the  motion)  not  being  able  to  reconcile  a  munffh  to  their 
confunces,  zvhich  fo  difinnoured  the  holy  religion  which  they 
profcfs.  The  Bificp  of  St,  Ajaph  [Shipley \  and  Petcrbor. 
cugh  [Hinchcli/fe^  the  tnw  deciples  of  their  mild  and  merciful 
inajler,  headed  ike  muiority  divifion,  but  the  good  ArchbiJIiop 
of  York,  Dr.  Mar  khani  frayed  behind  >i  order  to  affiji  i-i 
giving  the  Americans  another  ilogginf^." 

See  Parker's  Gcria\;l  Advertifr.  of  Saturday ,  December 
12,  1778. 
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1778.  General  Waflilngton  cantoned  his  troops  in  the  Jerfijs^ 

«— -yp--'    Pccks-Kiil,  and  Connefticut,  during  the  winter  of  1778. 

The  prevalence  olmonopoly,  and  extortion,  had  called  the 
attention  oi  Congrefs  to  d^vife  means  that  had  the  mod  prob- 
able tendency  to  fupprefs  thofe  growing  evils,  and  being  of 
opinion  that  regulating  laws  were  abfolutely  necejfary^'  ihey 
divided  the  thirteen  United  States  into  two  diltriHs,  and 
recommended  to  their  refpeftive  legifl;uures  to  appoint  a  con- 
vention  to  eliahliih  a  rey illation  ot  pi  ices. 

The  eallern  dilliift,  A^ez^i  £w^/flna(,  fomplled  with  the  re- 
con,!,inendation.  A  convention  met  at  Newhaven  (Conne6t.) 
and  formed  a  plan  of  regulation  ;  laid  it  belore  the  legiflarures 
ol  their  refpeftive  States  ;  and  ir  being  approved  by  them,' 
was  put  into  practice  by  almoft  all  the  States,  excepting  the: 
Maff.achufett5.  A  writer  fays*  "  The  Rccufanis  of  that  State 
prevented  iis  univerfal  execution." 

The  Maflachufeits'  reafons  for  fo  doing  they  fubmitted  to 
the  determination  of  Congrefs, who  had  it  in  their  power(ra3's 
this  writer}  to  refute  or  overrule  them.  Congrefs  however  did 
neither ;  but  on  the  contrary,  on  the  4th  ot  June,  1778,  pair- 
ed the  tollowing  extraordinary  refolve,  viz.  "  Whejeas  by 
a  change  of  circumftances  in  the  commerce  of  the  States,  the 
regulation  of  prices  lately  recommended  by  Congrefs  may 
be  unneceffary,  and  the  meafure  not  being  yet  adopted  by  all 
the  Stares,  theiefore  refolved,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the 
legiflatures  of  the  feveral  States  that  have  adopted  it,  to  fuf- 
pend  or  repeal  their  laws  made  for  this  purpofe." 

Bv  this  extraordinary  refolve,  the  advantages  expelled 
from  laws  made  in  conformity  lo  their  recommendation,  fix 
inoiuns  before,  were  entirely  fruftrated, and  the  evils  they  were 
intended  to  reinn*^,  rapidly  increafed. 

Lavvs  were  defigned  tocuiband  reflrain  thepafhonsof  men, 
and  keep  them  within  the  bounds  of  moderation,  and  as  the 
avarice  of  the  people  have  almoft  univerfally  overleaped 
thot'e  bounds,  the  utility  of  the  above  regulation  is  apparent ; 
it  had  a  view  of  keeping  the  prices  of  necelfaries  within  rea- 
fonable  bounds,  atid  the  currency  from  coming  to  nothing  ; 
which  it  probably  vvouid  have  effcfted,  had  the  authority  of 
Congrefs  been  exercifed  to  put  it  in  execution.  The  MaiTa- 
j  chufeits  muft  have  fubmitted,  and  the  regulation  become  uni- 
veifal,  whereby  the  indigent  would  have  been  relieved  and  the 
crying  neceiTuies  of  the  armies  been  prevented.  Upon  a  fup- 
pofcu  change  in  the  Hate  of  our  commerce,  or  (in  other  words] 
that  regulation  which  was  v^ell  and  wholcforae  for  the  caufes 
afijgnedat  the  time  it  v/as  recommended,  was,  it  feems, grown 

*  77/.C  n.cal  Farjucr,  Ko,  4 — in  Keiv-York.  Journal. 
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unneceflary  by  a  change  of  the  ilate  of  our  commerce  cbn-  1778. 
'fifting  in  an  increafe  of  thofe  caafes.  Were  the  moft  deteft-  V  ^^ 
'able  private  vices  becortie  public  virtues?  Were  the  com- 
mercial practices  originally  infamous,  fo  transformed  in  fix 
months  by  a  change  in  the  ftate  of  our  commerce  as  to  be- 
come laudable  ?  If  fo  let  this  change  be  pointed  out ;  or  rath- 
er, was  not  the  only  change,  an  increafe  of  thofe  evils  which 
Congress  intended 'to  pluck  up  by  the  roots  ?  If  there  was  a 
right  originally  to  apply  regulating  laws  as  remedy  for  the 
mifchiefs,  the  neceflity  of  that  remedy  has  daily  increafed 
with  the  mifchief. 

Not  withftanding  the  opinion  of  the  writer  ejcpre (Ted  above, 
yet  we  cannot  doubt  but  that  Congrefs  afted  with  a  fincere 
deHre  for  the  general  happinefs,  when  they  recommended 
a  fufpenGon  or  repeal  of  the  regulating  laws — people  were 
divided  in  their  fentiments  refpefcling  legijlative  regulations 
of  trade,  fome  contending  that  trade  will  regulate  itfelf ; 
whilfl  others  tired  with  waiting  for  fu  Jj  a  natural  regulation, 
and  feeing  no  bounds  to  the  avarice  and  extortion  that  prevail 
ed,  called  tor  the  interference  of  legiflative  pcJwer. 

The  Secretary  to  the  Committee  of  Congrefsy^r  foreign       ^779- 
affairs,^  under  the  fignature  ot  "  Common  fenfe  :*'  In  his     '^ — y — ' 
fti^iftures  upon  Mr.  Deane's  conduft,  as  an  American  Com-      Jan. 
miffioner  in  France,  holds  up  the  idea,  that  a  fupply  of  arms 
and  ammunition  ihipped  at  France  about  two  years  ago  was 
■  a  prefent  to    the  United  States,   notwithftanding,  which  a 
large  fum  was  afterwads  demanded  for  them  of  Congrefs. 

The  French  Ambajfador,  refident  at  Philadelphia,  viewed 
this  as  a  refleclion  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  his  nation,  and 
prefented  a  memorial  to  Congrefs,  which  produced  a  refolve, 
wherein  they  fay,  "  They  were  convinced  by  indifputable 
evidence  that  the  faid  fupplies  were  not  a  pre/ent,  nor  did  his 
moft  Chrillian  Majefty  preface  his  alliance,  with  any  fup- 
plies whatever  fent  over  to  America." 

In  a  printed  letter  of  13th  February.  The  Secretary  ex- 
plains his  meaning :  That  the  prefent  was  not  from  the  Crown, 
but  from  fome  public  fpirited  gentlemen  in  France,  who  in 
the  fpring  made  a  fubfcription  to  fend  a  prefent  to  America, 
in  money,  arms,  and  ammunition  ;  foon  after  this  offer,  Mr, 
Deane  arrived  at  Paris  as  commercial  agent  for  America, 
npon  which  the  whole  affair  took  a  new  turn,  and  he  entered* 
into  a  commercial  cdncem  with  Mr.  Beaumarchais  for  the 
fame  quantity  which  bad  been  offered  as  a  prefent.  In  1777, 
Mr.  Francy  arrived  in  America  to  demand  and  fettle  the 
mode  of  payment  for  thofe  fuppHes  ;  the  letter  fays,   '*  Mr. 

*  Mr,  T.  'Paine, 
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I77Q.     Deane  had  negoclated  a  proffered  prefent  into  a  purchafe." 

<-ii--'        The  Ambaflador  prefented  alfo  another  memorial  to  Con- 

grefs  grounded  on  a  report,  "  That  the  United  States  had 

preferved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great  Bntzin  f^parate^ 

ly  from  their  ally."  r       n-  j   u 

To  fatisiy  the  Minifter  on  this  point,  Congrels  palled  the 
following  refolve,  viz.  . 

"  That  as  neither  France,  nor  thefe  United  States  may  ot 
right,  fo  thefe  United  States  will  not  conclude  either^truce, 
or  peace  wuh  the  common  enemy  without  ihe  formal  con- 
fent  of  their  ally,  fird  obtained,  and  that  any  matter  and 
things  which  may  be  infinuated  or  aiTerted  to  the  contrary 
thereof  tends  to  the  injviry  and  dilhonour  of  faid  States." 

The  Murquis  dela  F.iyette,  at  his  requeO,  had  a  furlough, 
to  pay  a  vilit  to  France.  This  young  Fiench  nobleman 
-General  Walhington  charaQerizes,  "  As  uniiing  to  all  the 
military  fire  ot  vouth,  an  uncommon  maturity  ot  judgment.' 
Inteftimonv  of  the  [enfe  Congrefs  had  of  his,  fervlces  they 
direaed  their  minifter  in  France  to  prefent  him  with  an 
elegant  fword. 
fcb  The.  Bnnjh  cruiftrsh2iv\ng  captured  fome  Dutch  fliips 

hound  to  Fiance,  Count  Wildren,  their  Ambaffador  in  Lon- 
do;.,  prefented  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Suffolk,  a  me- 
morial  refpeaing  their  reftituiion.  An  offer  was  made  by 
the  Britifh  government  to  purchafe  the  naval  ftorcs,  and 
pay  the  freight ;  but  their  High  Mightineffes  refufed,  and 
infifted  upon  the  fiiips  and  caigoes  being  reftored.  Tliefe 
proceedings  occafioned  diffenfions  in  the  republic  of  HollarfHv 
The  partfzans  in  favour  of  the  views  of  Britain  relpeaing 
America,  embarraffed  the  meafures  taken  by  the  States  Gen- 
eral for  fupporting  their  neutral  rights  and  proteaing  the 
free  trade  of  Holland,  Arafterdam.  Zele,and  Zepland,  were 
warm  for  infilling  upon  this  right,  and  co-operating  wuh 
France,  in  preventing  a  manopoly  of  the  American  trade  ever 
returning  into  the  hands  of  Britain. 

The  demand  of  the  Court  of  London,  for  twelve  (hips  of 
the  line,  and  the  land  forces,  which  by  treaty,  Holland  were 
to  furnilh  them  with,  in  cafe  France  declared  war  againft 
England  ;  was  the  occafion  of  much  altercation.  The  mer- 
chants and  inhabitants  oppofed  a  compliance  with  this  de- 
mand, complaining  that  the  moll  unjufl  depredations  had 
been  made  upon  their  trade,  under  pretence  of  Hopping  fup- 
plies  going  to  Franee  and  America.  That  great  part  of 
their  Norway  trade  had  been  taken,  and  no  fatisfaaion  given 
on  that  head.  The  merchants  of  Amfterdam  led  '"^^^^^^^ 
remonitranccs.and  leprefent^to  the  States  General  "That 
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their  fleet  and  army  fiiould  not  be  employed  for  the  fapport  of  1779. 
a  power  that  would  i  uin  their  commerce,  and  would  monopo-  '  v"**, 
lize  the  trade  of  the  whole  world." 

In  tliis  fituation  were  matters  between  England  and  Hol- 
land at  the  beginnint'  ul  this  ve.ir. 

Colonel  Hen^y  Hamilton,  who  had  afted  as  Lieutenant.  Feb.  24* 
Goveinour  at  Detroit,  under  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  and  who  had 
employed  liis  emill'dries  to  harrafs  the  frontiers  of  Virginia 
and  Philadelphia,  was  taken,  with  his  principal  afTociates  at 
Fo^t  Sacliville,  he  having  fuirendered  the  fortrefs  to  Colotiel 
Clarke,  tliis  day.  They  were  condu61;ed  to  Virginia — the 
Council  of  that  Slate  iakin>;  intf>  confidcration  the  exc  ffive 
cruelties  they  had  committed  on  ibe  fiihjefts  ol  the  U  lited 
States,  refolved  '  To  addrefs  the  Governour,  that  Ha?nifton^ 
Dejean^  and  Latoucke,  be  put  in  irons,  coniined  in  the  dun- 
geon of  the  publick  gaol,  deharied  the  ufe  ot  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  and  excluded  all  converfe,  except  with  their  keepers." 
And  the  Governour  ordered  accordingly.  Tills  is  the  fi'  11  in- 
fianre  ot  retaliation  on  the  part  of  the  States,  and  though 
fevere,  their  condufcl;  will  juftily  to  the  world,  the  neceffity 
and  wifdomot  the  punijhment.  The  Council  of  Virginia, 
publiftied  an  account  of  the  proceedings  relative  to  an  enqui- 
ry into  the  pnfoners'  conduct,  which  recites  fome  of  the  e- 
normiiies  committed  by  them,  and  under  their  orders,*  and 
mark  them,  as  devoid  of  all  humanity  towards  thofe  unfortu- 
nate perfons  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

The  Royal  army  was  in  motion,  and  a  detachment  ol 
troops  from  King's-briclge  vverc  ordered  to  Horfe-neck  with 
idefjgn  to  furprife  the  Continentals  there,  and  deftroy  the 
fait  works.  Maj'or-Gencral  Piunam  who  commanded  a  fmall 
divifjon  of  Coniinentals  in  Connecticut,  vvrites  thus  to  the 
commander  in  chief :  **  The  enemy  were  difcovered  ac 
New-Rochel!e  on  their  advance  by  a  fmall  fcout,  whom  they 
attacked,  and  obliged  to  retire  over  Bvram-bridge,  which 
they  took  up,  and  iecured  their  retreat."  He  tormed  his  fmall 
body  of  troops  near  ihe  meeting-houfs,  ready  to  receive,  and 
check  the  enemv,  and  ordered  parties  on  both  flanks  to  pre- 
vent the  enemy's  defign  of  turning  tiieir  flanks,  and  po(f<^", 
ingthemfelves  of  a  defile  in  his  rear,  which  if  they  hadgaia- 
ed  would  efFe6tually  cut  otf  their  retreat.  A  column  ot  the 
enemy  advanced  up  th^  main  road,  wheie  the  remainder  o£ 
General  Putnam'stioops,  amounting-only  to  fixty,  were  poft* 
ed.  Who  difcharged  fome  old  field  pieces,  and  gave  a  fmall 
fire  of  mufqueiry.     The  fuperiority  of  the  enemy  foon  o- 

*  See  Mr.  John  Dodge's  printed  narrative  of  hx%  fuffer" 
ings,  while  their  prijffner.  .' 
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1779.  bliged  this  ftnall  party  to  abandon  the  place.  The  General 
%  y,..V  then  directed  them  to  form  on  a  hill,  a  httle  diftance  from 
Horfe-neck,  while  he  proceeded  to  Stamfbrd,  and  coUefted 
a  body  of  mihtia,  and  a  few  Continental  troops,  with  which 
he  returned,  and  found  the  enemy  were  going  off,  after  plun- 
dering the  inhabitants  of  the  principal  part  of  their  effefts, 
deftroying  a  tew  fait  works,  a  fraall  velfel  and  ftore.  The 
few  troops  from  Stamford  purfued  them,  and  picked  up 
of  the  flraggiers,  thirty-eight  ;  alfo,  two  waggons  laden 
with  ammunition  and  plunder,  they  had  taken  at  Horfe-neck^ 
which  was  returned  to  their  owners. 

About  the  fame  time  another  detachment  confiding  of 
about  a  thoufand  of  the  thirty-third  and  forty-fecond,  and 
light  infantry  of  the  Britifh  guards,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Sterling,  embarked  at  Long-Ifland,  for  the 
Jerfies;  they  were  conduced  through  a  difficult  march  to 
Woodroff's  farm ;  their  defign  was  to  furprife  Elizabeihtown, 
and  General  Maxwell's  troops  quartered  there;  but  the 
guards  at  Crawe's-ferry  difcovered  them,  and  gave  the  alarm. 
The  Continental  troops  were  immediately  collefted  and 
inarched  to  the  rear  of  the  town,  where  the  whig  inhabitants 
had  retired.  A  detachment  of  the  enemy  were  fent  to  the 
Governour's  [Livingflon]  houfe,  but  being  from  home  he 
efcaped  them,  while  the  main  body  advanced  to  the  Ikirts  of 
the  town,  till  they  fell  into  the  Brunfwick  road,  on  the  right. 
They  being  foon  difcovered  and  difappointed  in  their  plan, 
their  flay  in  the  town  was  fliort,  but  mifchievous  ;  they  fet 
fire  to  all  the  barraclis,  a  fchool-houfe,  in  which  were  fome 
provifions,  and  a  blar.kfmith's  (hop,  &c.  When  they  began 
their  retreat  to  their  boats,  General  Maxwell  marched  fuch 
ol  his  troops  as  he  had  in  referve,  againft  their  rear;  the 
numberofthefe,  however,  were  fmall,  feveral  parties  having 
been  detached  at  different  times  to  hang  upon  tliem.  The 
enemy  perceiving  their  rear  in  danger,  faced  about,  and  pa- 
raded as  if  for  aftion.  A  few  weil  dire£ied  (hot  from  the 
Continental  artillery,  induced  them  to  renew  their  retreat, 
which  being  too  dangerous  at  the  ferry,  they  moved  above  a 
rji!e  up  Newark-bay,  while  the  troops  marched  along  the 
meadow's  edge,  in  many  places  up  to  their  middle  in  mud 
and  water.  A  galley,  and  two  or  three  gun-boats  covered 
their  retreat.  The  lofs  on  the  Continental  fide  did  not  ex- 
ceed twenty,  ki-lled,  woUnded,  and  milBng.  Another  account 
fays,  "  That  Maxwell's  troops  retook  the  cattle,  the  Roya'- 
ifts  had  taken,  and  drove  tl.era  to  their  boats  ;  that  they  lefe 
behind  a  confiderable  number  of  their  dead,  and  embarked 
with  ffireat  precipitation. 
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Afummary  oF  the   military   operations  in  G^cir^'"/^,  &c,       ^77^» 
from  the  tourth  of  January  laft  to  this  date.  ^^ — v^ 

The  Britifli  commanders,  Campbdl  and  Parker,  iflued  a  March^x. 
proclamation,  informing  the  loyalifls  '•  That  they  were  arriv- 
ed in  thofc  States  for  their  reUef  and  proteftion,  and  invited 
them  to  the  royal  Itandard,  to  unite  their  force,  with  prom- 
ifes  of  proteftion  from  oppreffion  and  flavery,  and  ample 
fatisia6lion  for  the  injuries  they  had  received  from  the  rt~ 
bellious  Americans.  Tlie  fame  promifes  were  made  to  ali 
, other  well  difpofed  inhabitants,  who,  from  ajuft  regard  to 
the  blefTings  of  peace,  reprobate  the  idea  of  fupporting  a 
French  league  infidioufly  framed,  &c."  Encourged  by  this 
proclamation,  a  number  of  lories  aimed  themfelv<;s  in  South- 
Carolina,  and  fet  off  for  Georgia  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  proclamation,  and  join  the  royal  army,  but  were  inter- 
cepted by  a  party  ordered  by  General  Lincoln  of  the  Con- 
tinental army  (now  commanding  in  this  quarter)  who  fell 
in  with  and  killed  a  conGdejable  number  in  their  confliti 
with  them. 

The  progrefs  of  the  Royalifls  in  Georgia  was  at  firft  very 
rapid,  but  it  was  fucceeded  with  a  leverfe  of  fortune.  Int 
feveral  fkirmilhes  they  loH  their  ground,  w^cre  obliged  lO 
retreat  haftily,  and  with  great  lofs.  At  Port-royal  liland. 
Colonel  Sliirving's  regiment  beat  the  Britifh  light  infantry. 
Their  commander.  Major  Gardiner,  and  Tome  of  his  principal 
officers,  were  badly  wounded;  they  reiiied,  leaving  forae 
officers  and  privates  dead  on  the  field.  At  or  near  Beaufort 
General  Moultrie  defeated  a  detatchment.  They  were 
driven  back  to  Savannah  lb  haftily  as  to  leave  a  conimiffion- 
ed  officer,  one  fergeant,  and  three  privates  wounded  in  a 
houfe  near  the  aftion,  and  their  dead  lying  on  the  field: 
This  body  of  the  enemy  was  compofed  of  picked  light  in- 
fantry. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  Col,  Pickens  defeated  at  Geor- 
gia a  large  body  of  the  difaffeded,  from  fix  to  eight  hundred, 
killed  their  two  principal  leaders,  above  twenty  privates, 
wounded  many,  and  took  fome  prifoners  :  Nor  did  Colonel 
Campbell  fare  much  better  in  his  progrefs  from  Savannah  to 
Augufta.  Gen.  Williamfon  having  on  the  i6ih  of  February, 
deftroyed  the  boats  he  had  conflrucled  to  crofs  the  river, 
forced  him  to  retreat  fo  precipitately  as  to  leave  his  wound- 
ed behind.  The  Highlanders  and  Brown's  Rangers  retreat- 
ed down  the  country,  leaving  all  the  back  countries  of 
Georgia,  and  a  tory  regiment  faid  to  have  been  three 
years  enlifting.  Some  of  the  Creek  Indians  having  been 
induced  by  a  Britifh  deputy  to  affill  the  Royalifls  in 
Georgia,    a  large  body  of  them,   with  about  Forty   Ciie- 


t&^  An  Hijlorical  Journal  of 

rokees,  fet  off  to  joia  them.  General  Willlamfon  of  the 
Carolina  iniliiia  having  got  intelligence  of  it,  detached  a 
party  under  Colonels  HaniiTiond  ami  Pickens  into  the  Indian 
country,  to  prevent  the  fata!  janttion  ot  Britons  and  Savages. 
Biit  the  enemy  being  appi  ized  of  their  approach  on  the  21ft 
ot  Match,  they  abandoned  and  burnt  their  fort;  howevei,  fonie 
of  ihem  were  overtaken  ^nd  made  prifoners;  eight  of  thetii 
were  killed  among  whom  were  two  Chiets  of  the  Creeks. 
Another  detachnitfnt  being  ifM  by  General  Williamfon  to 
crols  Sdvannah  river  to  tacditaie  the  operatior.s  of  Colonel 
Hamnii'id;  upon  difco\ery,  ttie  Bntilh  commander  fent 
brdeis  to  the  Carolina  iovahlis  to  attack  them,  with  the  al- 
fiflance  ol  the  Georgia  n)ilitia.  In  conlequeuce  of  which 
an  engagement  enfued  which  lafjed  two  hours,  when  the  en- 
emy gave  wav,  leaving  their  commander,  and  (everal  others 
dead  on  the  field.  Colonel  Sharp,  ot  the  Geoigia  militia, 
was  mortally  wounded, 
April  J.  An  expedition  was  undertaken  againft  the  Onondagv  tribe 
of  Indians,  who  were  fettled  weft  of  Albany,  on  Onondago 
river,  aboutrwenty-five  tiiiles  from  the  Oneida.  They  having 
afted  treacheroutly  ;  fome  under  the  mafk  of  friendlhip, 
treating  with  Continental  deputies;  while  others  of  theiu 
were  aiding  the  Royalifts. 

The  direction  of  this  enterprife  was  given  to  Brigadier- 
General  James  Clinton,  who  committed  the  execution  of 
it,  to  Colond  Van  Skaick,  Commander  of  the  firit  battalion 
of  New-York  Continental  troops.  He  had  the  aJliftance  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Willet  and  Major  Ci)ckran  of  the  third 
New-York  battalion  ;  the  d;tachment  under  them  confilled 
of  fix  companies  of  New-York,  one  of  Pcnnfylvani J,  one 
ot  Maflachufeits,  and  one  of  rifles  ;  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  five  hundred  and  four  rank  and  file,  who  rendezvoufed  at 
Fort  Schuyler, and  from  thence  began  their  march.  The  whole 
of  tlie  Indian  feitlements  in  ihatquarter,connflingof  aboutfif- 
ty  houfes.and  a  large  quantity  of  grain,  Ike.  were  burnt ;  their 
flock  killed,abouionehundiedmu!queiswereamongtheplun- 
der,  and  thedeftiuttion  of  their  fettlemenis  completed.  On  re- 
turn of  the  Continentals,  tliey  met  fome  little  ituerrup- 
tion  fiom  a  fmall  party  o\  Indians  who  fiied  on  them,  but  was 
foon  beat  back  by  Lieutenant  fcA'ans'  iiflemen.  1  hey  re- 
turned to  Fort  Schuyler  in  five  da\  s  and  au  half  from  their 
march  from  thence  ;  the  whole  diliaiui^rgoing  and  return- 
ing, was  one  bundled  and  eighty  miles. 
Mciy,  ^  he  State  of  Virginia  was  invaded  bv  a  force  fiom  New- 

York,  under  Sir  George  Collier,  and  Major-General  Mat. 
thews.  Otrtheii  ar;i\al  liiey  took  the  Ion  at  Portfmouth, 
the  Com.iia.nder  of  which  thou^jht  it  prudent  to  abandon  it, 
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after  fpiking  the  cannon.  The  Royalijls  burnt  feveral  houfes  1779. 
and  dcftroyed  a  number  of  veflels.  AUerwards  they  march-  v..  ly  mj 
ed  and  took  the  town  ot  Suffolk,  and  burnt  a  confiderable 
part  of  it.  Two  letters*  from  ih/t  quarter  relating  this  ex- 
pedition of  the  Britifh,  exhibit  new  fcenes  of  cruelty  and 
devaftjition  ;  in  one  of  thefe  letters  dated  the  22d  of  this 
month,  the  letter  writer  fays,  "  After  burning  SuflPalk  and 
fome  whig  houfes  in  the  vicinity,  the  enemy  divided  their 
force,  and  marched  part  tor  South-quay,  and  part  for  Smith- 
field,  a  Utile  town  higher  up  James  River.  I  wifh  not  (fays 
the  letter  writer)  unjuftly  to  brand  an  enerny  with  cruelty, 
and  inhumanity,  hut,  alas  I  Ifubborn  facis  too  fully  juftify 
the  charges.  A  genilemaii  from  near  Suffolk,  affurcs  mc, 
they  dragged  a  gentlemati  ot  confequence,  boih  in  publick 
and  private  life,  an  inhabitant  ot  Naufemond  county,  togeth- 
er with  his  daughters,  iroin  their  houfe,  carried  them  on 
board  their  fhippiui;.  ijnd  there,  while  the  wretched  father  was 
loaded  with  chains,  ihe  {fill  nioie  wretched  daughters  (if  more 
wretched  it  were  poffible  to.be)  became  viftims  to  the  luils 
of  thefe  monfters  ot  hell.  Captdiu  p<ivis  was  Ihot  do.wn  as 
he  fat  in  the  room  with  his  family.  Mifs  D — — ,  a  young 
lady  ot  great  met  it,  who  was  carried  on  boaid  this  fleet,  has 
not  been  heard  ot  (ince."  In  another  letter,  dated  Smith- 
field,  i3th  ot  Mdy,  Colonel  Lawfon  intorms  the  Governour 
of  Virginia,  "That  houthold  furniiure,  flock  of  all  kinds, 
fiorfes,  and  in  Ihort,  almoft  every  Ipecies  of  perifbable  prop- 
erty, are  efrcfctually.deffro)ed,with  umelenting  fuiy  ;  murder, 
lape,  rapine  and  violence  filled  up  the  deiik  catalogue  of 
'their  deteflable  tranlaMioiis."  1  hey  furpnfed  and  took  a 
fmall  body  of  Fieiichmen,  whom  they  murdered  immediate- 
ly on  the  fpot. 

The  Royalijis  were  now  fulfilling  the  threats  of  the  Com- 
mijjioners  in  their  lajl  manifejto,  and  inay  properly  h  called 
"  The  extremes  of  war." 

Congrefs  made  clioiceof  Meffrs.  Dlckinfon,  Lawrens  and    Jl^fay  aSI* 
Smith,  ds  a  committee  to  confider  the  molt  eligible  mode  of 
negociating  a  foreign  loan,   to  what  amount,  and  in   what 
manner  it  might  be  advantageouily  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the 
United  States. 

T'he.feventy-fourth  regiment,  called  Jihoi's  Highlanders, 
arrived  at  New- York  thi^  niouih  to  reinforce  the  Royal  ar- 
my there. 

Towards  the  clofe  ot  the  month,  Sir  Henry  Clinton  and       7uni. 

*  Thefe  letters  appeared  in  the  publick  papers  with  the 
ftal  Thames  cj  their  writets. 
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^779'  ^^^  George  Collier,  with  all  the  Britifh  force,  naval  and  mil- 
\^.A^mJ  itary  (excepting  fix  companies  left  to  garrifon  New-York) 
moved  down  north  ri\t;r.  Whether  the  objefts  ot  this  expedi- 
tion were  to  reconnoitre  the  river,  and  attack  Weft-Point,  or 
to  eftdblilh  a  poft  at  Stoney-Point  was  not  known  unlefs  to 
themfeives  ;  it  is  certain,  however,  that  notwiihftan^ing  all 
their  parade,  they  accompliftied  nothing  material  excepting 
fome  labour  at  Stoney-Point  to  make  it  impregnable,  which 
they  fuppofed  dicy  had  done — burning  a  few  houfes,  and 
taking  the  fntall  fort  La  Fayette,  conllrucled  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  the  river,  which  contained  a  garrifon  of  fifty  men, 
who  (urrendered  by  capitulation.  The  whole  armament 
then  returned  to  New-Ybrk  in  fafety. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  and  Sir  Hyde  Parker,  hav- 
juni  30.  jjjg  returned  to  England  and  reported  the  wonders  they  had 
done  at  Georgia,  they  were  rewarded,  the  former  with  a 
Colonel's  commiflion,  and  the  latter  with  a  flag.  On  their 
departure  from  Georgia,  the  command  de\olved  upon 
Gcnera\  Prevoji  (late  of  St.Auguftine)  who,  bv  various  move- 
ments approached  CharUJlon,  the  capital  of  South-Carolina. 
Major  General  Lincoln  being  in  his  rear,  and  General 
Moultrie  in  his  front,  he  took  up  all  the  bridges  near  their 
route  and  the  feveral  llations  he  had  occupied  to  prevent  the 
junction  of  thof'e  two  Generals,  but  they  had  made  difpofi- 
tions  to  counteract  General  Prevofl's  defigns.  He  had,  his 
liead  quarters  near  Beaufort.  His  force  computed  to  be  three 
thouf^nd.  Count  Polafld,  of  the  Continentals,  in  a  fmart 
ikirmifo  with  them,  had  hishorfe  {hot  under  him. 

Congrcfs  publifl;ied  a  letter  from  Lieutenant-Governour 
Bee  to  Governour  Henry  of  Virginia,  dated  Charleflon, 
May  5,  which  relates  their  fituation  at  that  time,  "  That  the 
eiicmy  were  then  within  hxty-five  miles  of  the  capital,  and 
purfuing  General  Mouhrie,  who,  with  about  fifteen  hundred, 
were  retiring  before  them.  Governour  Rutledge  with  a- 
bout  three  hundred  and  fifty,  had  marched  to  join  Gen.  Lin- 
coln." The  next  account  given  by  theCarolinians  was, '*lhat 
ihough  the  enemy  by  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers  had 
obliged  them  to  quit  feveral  poits,  and  retreat  within  five 
miles  of  the  capital  ;  yet  here  the  enemy  flopped,  and  defift- 
ed  from  the  profecution  of  their  origina'  purpofe  ;  probably 
owing  to  intelligence  that  General  Lincoln  was  advancing 
faft  upon  their  rear,  and  the  garrifon  at  CharleftoH,  fironger 
than  he  had  expefled." 

General  Moultrie's  army  was  compofed  chiefly  of  militia, 
whofe  families,  and  effefts,  lay  in  the  way  of  the  enemy,  and 
^as  eveiy  moment   di.nirai'hing  ;  this   laid  him  under  the 
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nexreffity  of  retreating,  and  he  arrived  at  the  town  the  begin-  1779. 
ning  of  May.  On  the  8th,  Count  Polafki  got  there  with  ^  y^mJ 
part  of  his  legion  ;  the  9th,  Colonel  Mackintofh  from  Bea- 
con-bridge, and  a  detachment  from  Orangeburg  arrivGid. 
The  next  day  Colonel  Harris  (who  had  been  fent  by  Gen- 
eral Lincoln  to  reinforce  Moultrie)  with  three  hundred  Con- 
tinentals, and  Colonel  Noel,  with  three  hundred  men  more, 
got  into  the  town.  The  forces  colle6led  there,  were  deter- 
mined to  defend  it. 

General  Prevoft,  with  his  troops,  encamped  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  Afhiy  ferry,  where  they  appeared  fo  fuddenly  as  to 
prevent  the  ferry-boats  being  deftroyed.  The  troops  {Ra- 
tioned at  Charleilon,  both  regulars  end  militia,  were  under 
arms  fhe  whole  night,  of  the  10th  of  May.  The  next  day, 
the  enemy  began  to  crofs  Afhly-ferry,  their  advanced  party 
compofed  of  light  infantry,  cavalry,  and  favages,  took  poft 
halt  a  mile  from  the  ferry. 

Count  Polafki  alter  reconnoitring  them,  left  a  detachment 
to  watch  their  motions,  and  repaired  to  Cliariefton,  to  con- 
fer with  the  Council. 

During  this  interval,  the  enemy  had  completed  their  paf- 
fage  of  the  river,  and  were  advancing  in  three  columns  to- 
wards the  town.  Their  advanced  guards  confifted  of  two 
hundred  horfe,  four  hundred  Highlanders  and  Indians ;  their 
rear  guard  of  cavalry.  At  the  diftance  of  five  miles,  fome 
of  the  Count's  party  were  ordered  to  fire,  principally  with  a 
view  of  announcing  the  enemy's  approach.  The  enemy 
made  frequent  halts  to  explore  the  ground,  over  which  they 
were  to  pafs.  The  Count  having  returned  to  his  corps,  or- 
dered his  infantry  to  form  an  ambufcade,  and  directed  a  de- 
tachment of  volunteer  horfe,  he  fell  in  with,  to  fecond  his 
infantry;  he  advanced  and  made  his  difpofitions  for  in- 
ducing the  enemy  to  detach  their  cavalry  from  the  head  of 
their  column,  a  clofe  fire  began,  both  his  cavalry  and  infan- 
try charged,  but  the  latter  were  exceedingly  embarrafTed  in 
their  movements  by  the  volunteer  horfe,  owing  to  a  mifap- 
prehenfion  of  orders.  Notwithftanding  ihefe  difhcufties, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  the  ground  WuS  obftinate- 
ly  difputed.  At  length  the  orders  for  retreat  became  necef- 
fary,  and  the  enemy  by  their  prudence  in  not  advancing,  ef- 
caped  the  fire  of  the  Continental  artillery.  The  enemy's 
loffs  was  forty-five  foldiers  and  officers.  The  Carolinians^ 
thirty. 

The  Count  two  days  after,  attacked  a  detachment  of  the 
enemv,  took  feveral  prifoners  and  obliged  the  remainder  to 
fave  themfelves  by  flight.  About  ten  at  night  an  alarm  was 
given  by  one  of  the  centinels,- which   occafioned  a.  general' 
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fire  of  cannon  anJ  mufquetry  from  the  lines,  and  the  armed 
veflels  ftdtioned  on  the  flanks,  in  which  Major  Hugar,  a 
valuable  officer,  and  three  privates  were  killed.  On  thfe 
morning  of  the  12th  of  May,  Major  Gardiner  of  the  60th, 
was  met  at  fome  di ftance  from  the  lines,  bearing  a  flag 
from  General  Prevoft.  Several  others  pa  (Ted  and  lepaffedi 
but  in  the  afternoon  they  were  difconiinued,  and  every 
preparation  made  for  vigouroufly  repelling  a  general  aflfauit 
expected  at  night,  which,  hi)wever  was  not  attcfnpted. 
Early  the  next  morning  C^miit  Polafki  went  out  with  a 
fmall  party  of  horfe  to  reconnoitre.  The  furprife  can  fcarce. 
ly  be  conceived,  upon  his  (ending  intelligence,  that  the 
enemy  had  decamped,  and  reciolLd  Alhley -ferry.  Eleven 
deferters  and  about  as  many  |)rironers  were  brought  into 
town  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  ihereafons  befides  thole  alrea- 
dy mentioned,  which  probably  induced  Prevoft  fo  fuddenly 
to  retire,  were  his  want  of  many  necefTdries  \ot  a  fiege,  if  it 
fliould  be  prolonged  ;  his  fupplies  being  nearly  exhaufted. 
They  encamped  in  different  places  in  the  iiei,^jboarhood  of 
Afhley-ferry,  and  on  James  and  J 'hn  iflands  On  General 
Lincoln's  coming  to  Aihley-fetiy,  they  drew  in  force  to- 
wards Wappoo,  and  it  was  imagined  meant  to  hazard  an  ac- 
tion, but  Cud.c'enlv  decamped  an  1  went  over  to  J ohn's-ifland. 
On  the  4th  of  this  month,  f  Junf.)  part  of  Pie.oft's  army 
under  Liutenant  Colonel  Mauland,  were  intrenched  on  the 
main  at  Stono-ferry.  in  which  fhuation  an  attack  was  made 
on  them  the  2o..h  ot  June,  in  which  (it  is  faii)  their  corps  of 
Highlanders  fuffered  much,  but  they  having  received  a 
Jlrong  reinforcement  from  John's  illand,  the  Affailants  de- 
fifted  from  the  attack  ;  and  Pievoll's  troops,  after  having 
Ihifted  from  place  to  [ilace,  ma-le  the  beft  o\  their  way  back 
to  Savannah,  and  finifhed  an  unfuccefsful  campaign. 
Jmit  ^.  Sir  George  Collier  and  Governour  Tryon,  were  dil"patch- 

ed  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  ravage  Conne&icut*  About 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  this  day,  the  Camilla  and  Scor- 
pion, with  tenders,  row-gallies  and  tranfports,  to  the  num- 
ber oHorty-eight,  anchored  ofFWeft-haven,  having  on  board 
three  thoufand  land  forces,  part  of  which  landed  a  little  after 
funrife  at  fF(?/?-/^az;e«  point.  The  alarm-guns  in  the  town 
were  fired,  and  every  preparation  (which  the  confufion  and 
diilrefs  of  the  inhabitants  would  permit)  was  made  for  re- 
fi  ftance.  1  he  bridge  on  Mil  lord  road  was  yaken  up.  Sonoe 
field  pieces  placed,  and  ferved  to  fuch  advatytageas  prevented 
the  enemy  approachirig  the  town  by  that  i^oute.  They  ad- 
vanced direftly  through  Weftfield,  crofled  the  bridge  at 


See  acccunt  publijiied  at  Hartford, 
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Derby  road,  and  erttered  the  town  between  twelve  and  one     1779. 
o'clock  ;  they  were  however  much  galled  and  harraired  in     '     y  "^ 
tbeir  way  by  the  oppofers,  who  drove  in  their  guards,  attack- 
ed the  main  body,  and  hung  upon  them. 

While  General  Garth,  with  a  divifion  of  the  troops,  were 
plundering  Nezvhaven,  CommodoreCollier  brought  his  fleet 
into  the  harbour,  and   landed  Governour  Tryon,  with  the 
reft  of  the  troops,  at  Wejihaven,  and   then  began  a  heavy 
cannonade  on  the  fort  at  Black-rock,  which,  after  fome  de- 
fence, was  evacuated.     On  Tuefday  afternoon,  the  militia 
coUefted  in  fuch  numbers,  and  crowded  fo  clofe  upon  Try- 
on,  that  he  thought  beft  to  retreat  on  board  his  fleet,  and  fet 
fail  to  the  weftward,  their  lofs  was  unknown,  but  fuppofed 
to  be  confiderable,  and  included  fome  officers ;  the  lofs  ol  the 
miluia  was   twenty-three  killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  the 
number  killed  exceeding  that  of  the  wounded.     Theaccount 
publilhed,  mentions  their  outrages,  burning  itores,  beating 
atid  in  fulling  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dagget  (late  Prefident  ot  Yale 
college)  after  they  had  made  him  a  prifoner,  abufing  Mr. 
Bears,  fenior,  in  his  own  hoafe,  and  mortblly  wounding  him, 
alfo  the  aged  and  helplefs  Captain  Inglilh,  and  committing 
many  other  enormities.     On  Wednefday  the  feventh,  the 
fame  party  landed  at  Fairfield  (a  town  of  about  two  hundred 
houfes)  and  notwithftanding  fome  force  there  collefted,  they 
entered  and  plundered  it,  and  laid  the  town  in  aihes   that 
night.     The  raeeting-houfe,  Epifcopal  church  and   court- 
houfe  were  confumed,  with  the  other  buildings.      After 
plundering  and  burning  this  town,  the  troops  returned  to 
their  (hipping,  and  failed  to  the  fhore  of  Long-Ifland,  where 
they  remained  till  Friday,  when  they  appeared  before  Nor^. 
tualk,  and  at  five  o'clock,  P.  M.  they  landed  a  body  of  their 
troops,  and  burnt  the  town,      Tlie  deftruftion  made  by  the 
Royallfts  in  this  expedition  as  laid  before  the  public  at  the 
time. 

At  Fairfield,  two  houfes  of  public  worfhip,  eighty-two 
dwelling  houfes,  fifty-five  barns,  fifteen  Ilores,  and  fifteen 
fliops. 

At  Green-Farms,  one  houfe  of  public  worfhip,  fiheen 
dwelling  houfes,  eleven  barns,  feveral  {lores,  &c.  ' 

At  Norwalk,  two  houfes  of  public  worlhip,  about  eighty 
dwelling  houfes,  eighty-feven  barns,  twenty-two  Ilores,  fev- 
enteen  (hops,  four  mills,  and  five  veflels. 

Previous  to  thefe  defolations,  Governour  Tryon  iflued  a 
proclamation  of  prote£lion,  but  before  an  anfwer  could  be- 
fent  him,  be  began  his  depredations. 

Another  body  of  troops  from  Kirtg's-bridge,  advanced  as 
far  as  Horfe-neck.      They  burnt  Bedford  in  the  State  of 

Vol,  II.  W 
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,779.     Neu^-York,  fifteen  miles  northweft  ot   Stamford,   and  then 

.  v«^^-^    retired  back  to  King's-bridge. 

7«/y  6.  Congrcfs  pafTed  the  following  refolve  in   favour  ot  an 

American  heroine,  viz.  ,11 

Refolved,  "  That  Margaret  Corbin,  who  was  wounded  and 
difabled  at  the  attack  of  Fort  Wafliington,  whilft  fhe  heroi- 
cally'ftiled  the  pott  of  her  hufband,  who  was  killed  by  her 
fide,  ferving  a  piece  of  artillery,  do  receive  during  her  natural 
life,' or  the"  continuance  of  the  faid  difability,  the  one  half 
of  the  monthly  pay,  drawn  by  a  foldier  in  the  fervice  oE 
ihefc  States  ;  and  that:  {he  noxv  receive,  out  of  the  public 
{lores,  one  complete  fuit  of  clothes  or  the  value  thereof  in 

"fir^icradier-General  Wayne  takes  the  fortrefs  at  Stoney-Pomt, 
the  vveft  fide  of  King's-ferry,  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudfon 
which  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  his  army,  had  lately  vifited 
and  put  into  a  good  pollure  of  defence.  After  having  re- 
moved the  artillery  and  llores,  General  Wayne  deftroyed 
the  fort,  and  left  it. 

In  the  clofe  of  his  letter  to  General  WaOiington  relating 
this  affair,  he  fays,  "  Neither  the  deep  morafs,  the  formidable 
and  double  rows  of  abbatis,  or  the  ftrong  work  in  front  or 
flonk  could  damp  the  ardour  of  our  troops,  who,  in  the  face 
of  a  moll  tremendous  and  incelTant  fire  of  mufqnetry,  and 
from  cannon  loaded  with  grape  Pnot  forced  their  way,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet  through  every  obftarle.  Both  columns 
meeting  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  works  nearly  at  the 
fame  inflant.  Too  much  praife  cannot  be  given  to  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel  Fleury,  who  ftruck  the  enemy's  ftandard  with 
his  own  hand  ;  and  Major  Steward,  who  commanded  the 
advanced  parties,  for  their  brave  and  prudent  conduft. 
Colonels  Butler,  Meigs  and  Febiger  conducted  themfelves 
with  that  coolnefs,  bravery  and  perfeverance  that  will  ever 
enfure  fuccefs.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hay  was  wounded  in 
the  thigh,  bravely  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  battalion.  The 
humanity  of  our  brave  foldiers.  who  fcorned  to  take  the  lives- 
of  a  vanquifhed  foe,  calling  for  mercy,  refleas  the  highefl 
honour  on  them,  and  accounts  for  the  few  of  the  enemy  kill- 
ed on  the  occafion.  re 

Bv  the  return  it  appeared,  that  the  Continentals  had  fifteen 
killed  and  eighty-three  wounded.  The  enemy  had  fixty- 
three  killed  and  forty-three  wounded.  Five  hundred  and 
forty-three  prifoners  taken,  including  the  wounded.  Colo- 
r.el  Johnfon,  commander  of  the  furt,  was  among  the  prifon- 
ers  ;  a  great  quantity  of  the  military  llores  were  taken,  and 
the  undermentioned  pieces  of  ordnance. 
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3  twelve  pounders  1,     r  1  eight  Inch  brafs  howitzer^  ,  1779. 

1  three    ditto,      j*   ""^  ^-  j  {£.„  inch  ditto  mortar,  * — y^ 

2  fourteen  "^  2  five  and  halt  inches, 
•  ditto,  iron.  2  four  and  two-fifih  inches. 


2  fourteen  "^ 
2  eighteen    Vc 
X.  twelve     J 


General  Wafliington's  letter,  which  accompanied  General  July  15. 
Wayne's  to  Congrefs,  applauds  the  condutl  of  all  the  offi- 
cers  and  men  ;  but  there  were  particular  ones  whofe  fituation 
placed  them  foremoft  in  danger,  and  made  their  condutl 
moft  conlpicuous  :  BeOdes  the  officers  named  in  General 
Wayne's  letter,  his  Excellency  mentions,  "  That  Lieutenant 
Gibbons  and  Knox,  who  commanded  the  advanced  parties, 
or  forlorn  hope,  acquitted  themfeives  as  well  as  it  is  poflible." 
■With  refpeft  to  General  Wayne,  he  obferves,  "  That  his 
conduft  throughout  the  whole  of  this  arduous  enterprize, 
merits  the  warmeft  approbation  of  Congrefs,  he  improved 
upon  the  plan  recommended  by  me,  ana  executed  it  in  a 
manner  that  does  fignal  honour  to  his  judgment,  and  to  his 
bravery.  In  a  critical  moment  of  the  aifault,  he  received  a 
llelh  wound  in  the  head,  with  a  mufket  ball,  but  continued 
leading  on  his  men  with  unlhaken  firmnefs."  *'  His  Lxcel- 
lency  informed  Congrefs,  that  two  flags,  and  two  ilandards 
were  taken,  the  former  belonging  to  the  garrifon,  and  the 
latter  to  the  feventeenih  regiment." 

As  diftinguilhing  marks  of  approbation,  Congiefs  direfted 
that  a  gold  medal,  emblematical  of  the  ^.ttion,  ne  pieienied 
to  Brigadier-General  Wayne,  and  difilver  one  to  Lieuienant- 
Colonel  Fleury  and  Major  Steward,  and  brevets  of  Captains 
given  to  Lieutenant  Gibbons  and  Knox  ;  and  that  the  value 
ot  the  military  ftores  taken,  (hould  be  divided  among  the 
gallant  troops  who  reduced  Stoney-point,  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  the  commander  in  chief  fnould  prefcribe. 

The  lortification  at  Paula's. hook  (on  the  well  fide  of  Augufl. 
North  River,  oppofite  New-York  city)  was  taken  by  Major 
Lee,  of  the  horfe.  It  made  a  faint  refiilance,  and  furrendered. 
Major  Sutherland  and  about  fifteen  of  his  men  efcaped  to  a 
fmall  block-houfe  on  the  left  of  the  fort ;  the  approach  of 
day,  and  the  vicinity  of  the  m^in  body  ot  the  eriemy,  made 
it  impoffible  to  bring  otFany  (lores.  The  Continentals  had  . 
pofleflion  of  all  the  artillery  and  magazine,  the  prifoners 
were  one  hundred  and  thirty-tour  rank  and  file  and  {even 
officers  ;  about  forty  were  killed.  Major  Lee's  iofs  faid  to  be 
vtry  few  in  killed  ajid  wounded,  four  only  is  the  number 
meniioned. 

General  Maclane  with  about  nine  hundred  men,  and  Com- 
modore Barclay  with  nine  armed  veflels  from  Halifax, 
wades  lodsraent  at  Pencbfcor,  in  the  eallern  parts  of  the 
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1779.      Maffachufetts  State,  and  took  poffeflion  of  it  in  June  laft, 
^-..y*^    An  armament  failed  from  Bofton  this  day  to  difpolfefs  them, 

Aug.  25.  but  failed  of  fuccefs,  and  involved  the  State  in  a  heavy  debt 
to  the  private  citizens  who  were  owners  of  the  ftiips  engag- 
ed in  the  expedition.  The  Britifli  were  reinforced  by  fix 
fliips  ot  war  from  Hiijifax  un,der  Sir  George  Collier,  which 
occafioned'  the  Maffachufetts'  troops  to  withdraw  ;  and  to 
prevent  their  ihlps  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
•  the  American  Commodore  ordered  them  to  be  deftroyed, 
and  their  crew?  to  land  in  the  vicinity  of  Penobfcbt,  and  pro- 
vide lor  themfelves. 

A  Biitifh  fleet  under  command  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot^* 
deflined  for  America,  was  detained  from  proceeding  there, 
at  the  time  appointed,  by  a  diverfion  the  French  made  on 
the  ifland  of  Jerfey,  The  Prince  of  NalTau,  with  fiheea 
hundred  \ioluriieers  from  St,  Maloes,  making  a  defcent  on 
the  ifland  the  2d  ot  May  lail. '  Lieutenant-Governour  Cor- 
bet on  their  approach,  difpatched  a  (hip  with  information,  to 
the  Governour  of  Portfmouth,  and  having  met  Admiral 
Arbutbnot,he  ordered  the  merchant  (hips  under  his  convoy 
back  to  Tcrbay,  and  went  with  his  men  ot  war  and  tranf- 
ports  to  the  relief  of  the  ifland  ;  fo  that  he  did  not  arrive  at 
New-York,  till  the  25th  of  Auguft.  The  tranfports  brotjght 
a  reiniorcement  for  the  Royal  army,  of  about  three  thoufand 
troops.  One  of  the  convoy  was  captured  by  an  American 
private  armed  vefi^el  and  carried  into  Philadelphia,  having  on 
hoard  the  following  very  valuable  cargo,  viz.  eighty  iron 
cannon,  two,  three,  four  and  fix  pounders  with  carriages, 
&:c.  fixty  fwivels,  ten  cohorns,  fix  cannonade  twelve  pound- 
ers, feven  hundred  round  and  bar  fliot,  one  hundred  and  fif- 
ty five  half  barrels  of  powder,  fihy-five  coils  of  cordage,  and 
about  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  packages,  containing,  tea, 
Joaf  fugar,  cheefe,  foldier's  clothing,  and  a  variety  ot  mer- 
chandize. 

Admiral  Arbuthnof,  not  arriving  fo  foon  as  was  expecled, 
/vas  faid  to  have  prevented  the  execution  of  apian.  Sir  Hen- 
ry Clinton  had  in  contemplation,  ot  making  a  defcent  on 
fome  of  the  New-England  States. 

Sepi,  \%  The  <:o«^2««fl/ depreciation  of  the  paper  currency  of  the 
*  *  United  States,  is  truly  the  burden  of  America.  On  this  ^fub- 
jeft,  Congrefs  addrelfed  the  people  at  large,  in  their  circular 
letter,  dated  at  Philadelphia,  the  i3ihot  September,  and  laid 
before  their  conftituents,  the  following  ftate  of  their  National 
debt,  viz. 

*  l.ate  Governour  of  Halifax. 


the  American  War,  173 

Dollars.  i779- 

iBiils  emitted  and  circulating  159948180  ^'   y^ 

;Monies  borrowed  before  March  1, 

1778,  intereft  payable  in  France  7545^97  67-go 

^Ionics  borrowed  fince  March   j, 

1778,  intereft  payable  in  America  26188909 

JMoney  due   abroad,    not    exaftly 

known,  fuppofe  -  -  4000000 

The  taxes  brought  in 

noTnorethan  3027560  ' 

Amount  ot  loans  as  a- 

bove                          33734^05     5-90 
Which  together         ■■- 

make  2>^-j6i666  67-90ths  of  a  dollar,  and 

was  all  the  money  fupplied  to  Congrefs  by  the  people  of 
America. 

The  defign  of  Congrefs  in  this  addrefs  was  to  eftabiilh  the 
credit  of  the  paper  currency  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
to  convince  them  that  the  United  States  were  able  and  wil- 
ling to  redeem  it,  both  of  which  were  fufpefted.  They  alfo 
endeavoured  to  flimulate  the  people  to  exert  themfeves,  to 
pay  their  taxes  cheerfully  and  pun£lually,  and  loan  their  fur- 
plus  money  as  a  means  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  bills  in  cir- 
culation; and  prevent  or  leflen  future  emifTions.  With  re- 
fpeft  to  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  they  fay,  "  It  is 
always  natural  or  artificial,  or  both  ;  the  latter  is  our  cafe. 
When  the  fum  in  circulation  exceeds  what  is  necell'ary  for  a 
medium  of  commerce,  it  begins  and  continues  to  depreciate  in 
proportion  as  the  amount  ol  the  furplus  increafes,  &c."  The 
caufe  of  its  artificial  depreciation  :s  a  diftruft  in  the  people, 
either  of  the  ability  or  inclination  of  the  United  States,  to 
redeem  their  bills.  Their  ability,  Congrefs  argues  from  the 
fuccefs  of  the  prefent  revolution  in  their  favour,  and  the  fuffi-^ 
ciency  of  the  natural  wealth,  value,  and  refources  oi  the 
country. 

To  this  queftion,  "  Whether  the  national  wealth,  &:c.  of 
the  country,  will  be  equal  to  the  payment  of  her  debts?" 
They  reply  in  this  manner,  "  Suppofe  that  the  emiflions 
fhould  amount  to  two  hundred  million  pounds,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  the  war,  that  exclufive  of  fupplies  from  taxes 
(which  will  not  be  inconfideiable)  the  loan  fhould  amount 
to  one  huridred  million,  then  the  whole  national  debt  of  the 
United  States,  >vould  be  three  hundred  million. 

There  are  at  prefent  three  million  of  inhabitants  in  the 
thirteen  States;  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  divided 
amongil  them  would  give  to  each  perfon  one  hundred  doU 
lars ;  ^nd  is  there  an  individual  in  America,  unable  in  the. 
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1779.      courfe  of  eighteen  or  twenty  years  to  pay  it  ?    If  the  whole 
^    y  I  ^    debt  is  affeffed  on  the  inhabitants  in  proportion  to  their  ref- 
'     peftive  eftates,  the  fhare  of  the  poorer  people  then,   would 
not  he  perhaps  more  than  ten  dollars ;  the  debt  will  not  be 
payable  immediately,  but  probably  twenty  years  allotted  for 
it  ;  the  number  of  inhabitants   by  that  time,  will   be  far 
more    than    double    the    prefent   amount,    as    by  natural 
population   they   doubled  every   twenty   years ;    befides,  4 
^  number  of  emigrants  would  come  to  America,  who  would 

afliit  in  paying  the  debt  ;  by  which  means  every  perfon's 
fhare  would  be  continually  diminilhing,  by  others  coming 
in  to  pay  a  proportion  ot  it.  Their  ability  is  farther  argued 
from  a  confideration  of  the  millions  of  acres,  contained  only 
in  the  fettled  parts  of  North  America,  and  their  value.  Con- 
grefs  fay,  "We  formerly  paid  to  Great  Britain  an  annual  tax 
of^3,ooo,ooo  flerling.in  the  way  ot  trade,  and  yetgiew  rich"; 
our  commerce  was  then  confined  to  her.  VVe  were  obliged 
to  carry  our  commodities  to  her  markets  and  fell  them  at 
her  price.  We  were  compelled  to  purchafe  foreign  com- 
modities of  her,  and  on  her  terms,  and  forbid  to  eftablifh  any 
manufaftories  incompatible  with  her  view  of  gain,  that  in 
future  the  whole  world  will  be  open  to  us,  to  fell  and  buy  of 
thofe  whom  we  chufe,  and  as  the  country  increafcs  in  num- 
ber of  inhabitants,  the  prodaftions  of  the  earth  will  be  pro- 
portionably  increafed,  &c."  As  to  the  inclination  ol  the 
United  States  to  pay  the  debt,  they  fay,  "  That  Congrefs 
have  pledged  the  faith  of  their  conllituents  for  the  redemp- 
tion  of  the  bills.  Their  conllituents  have  aclually  ratified  the 
a6fs  of  Congrefb'  by  receiving  their  bills,  pafiing  laws  for  ef- 
tablifhing  their  currency,  and  punilhing  thole  who  counter- 
feit them  ;  fo  that  in  fa£l  the  people  have  pledged //zaV  taiih, 
not  only  colle£tively  by  their  reprefentatives,  but  individual- 
ly. The  fu/picion  that  Congrels  may  be  aboliflied,  and  eack 
State  refuming  its  delegated  powers  may  proceed  in  future  to 
hold  andexercifeall  the  rightsoffovereigniy,  appertaining  to 
an  independent  State,  and  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  Continen- 
tal bills  oi  credit,  created  and  fuppcned  by  the  union,  would 
die  with  it,"  &c.  To  obviate  this  obje^^Ion,  Congrefs  lay 
before  them  the  defign  of  the  confederation,  which  was  fol. 
emn  and  explicit,  for  the  dire6l  purpofe  of  fupporting  the 
indejpendence  of  thefe  States ;  for  this  end  armies  were  raif- 
ed,  and  bills  of  credit  emitted,  and  loans  made  to  pay  and 
(upply  them,  the  redemption  therefore  of  thefe  bills,  the  pay- 
nieni  of  thele  debts,  &c.  for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  this 
common  caufe,  are  among  the  objetts  oi  this  confederation, 
and  coiifequently  while  all  or  any  of  the  obje£ls  remain  un- 
atjained,  it  cannot  fo  far  as  it  refpecls  ihefe  objeQs  be  difTolv. 
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ed,  confident  wlih  the  laws  of  God  or  man.  "The  pride  of  1779. 
America  (they  fay)  revolts  from  the  idea  oi  violating  the  v  y -4 
public  faith,  her  citizens  know  for  what  purpofe  thefe  emif- 
fions  were  made,  have  repeatedly  plighted  their  faith  for  the 
redemption  ot  them,  they  are  to  be  found  in  every  man's 
pofFeflion,  and  every  man  is  interefted  in  their  being  redeem- 
ed, can  it  therefore  be  fuppofed  that  all  America  will  (againft 
the  faith,  honour  and  intereft  of  <i// America)  be  prevailed 
upon  to  countenance,  fupport  or  permit,  fo  ruinous,  fo  dif- 
graceful  a  raeafure,"  &c.  Congrefs  having  in  this  manner, 
laid  before  the  States  all  the  circumftances  of  their  currency, 
the  caufeof  its  depreciation  invelligated,  the  remedy  recom- 
mended, their  ability  and  inclination  to  redeem  the  bills  of 
credit  fairly  argued.  The  people  vvere  urged  to  comply 
with  the  intention  of  this  addrefs.  Supply  money  by  loans 
and  taxes  for  public  ufe,  and  thereby  make  it  unneceflary  to 
emit  any  more  bills,  in  this  way  ;  if  it  did  not  make  the  cur- 
rency better,  it  would  keep  it  from  growing  worfe,  the  ob- 
vious confequence  of  increafing  the  quantity  by  new  emif- 
fions. 

Sir  Andrew  Snap  Hammond  arrived  at  New- York  in  the  Sept.   15. 
Roebuck  man  of  war,  with  a  convoy  of  tranfports,  having 
provifions  and  a  few  recruits  for  the  Royal  army, 

Congrefs  made  choice  of  their  Prefident,  his  Excellency 
John  Jay,  EJq.  of  New-York,  to  be  Minifter  plenipotentiary  Sept,  28 , 
from  the  United  States,  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  Mr. 
Carmichael,  a  delegate  from  Maryland  to  be  Secretary  to  the 
embaffy.  Mr.  Jay  is  fucceeded  as  Prefident  of  Congrefs 
by  Samuel  Huntington,  EJq.  of  the  State  ot  Connefticut. 

The  ravages  of  the  Indians  on  the  frontiers  of  Pennfylva- 
nia  and  Virginia  made  it  neceflary  that  fome  effectual  meth- 
od fhould  be  taken  to  reilrain  the  incurfions  of  the  In- 
dians, and  fecure  the  frontiers ;  for  this  purpofe  an  expedition 
into  the  Indian  country,  was  planned  by  the  commander  in  Sept.  30. 
chief,  to  attack  them  in  their  fettlements,  and  the  execution 
of  the  plan  was  committed  to  Major-General  Sullivan,  who 
was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of  it.  He  had  under 
him  the  Brigadiers  Clinton,  Maxwell,  Poor,  Hand,  and  Pot- 
ter, and  a  well  chofen  army.  They  were  joined  by  a  num- 
ber of  Indian  warriors  of  the  Oneida.Tufcaroroes,  and  Stock- 
bridge  tribes  at  Wyoming,  from  whence  they  commenced 
their  march  a'bout  the  firfl  of  Auguff,  to  the  Indian  fettle- 
ments in  that  neighbourhood,  they  penetrated  about  ninety 
miles  through  a  horrid  fwampy  wildernefs  and  barren 
mountainous  defert,  from  whence  they  pafTed  up  Sufquehan- 
nah-river  ;  in  their  way  thither  are  three  Indian  towns,  atone 
oj:  which,  Chamong,  the  Indians  had  a  grand  council.     The 
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1779,  army  tranfported  their  provlfions,  (lores  and  baggage  to  Team 
^'••^  IrmJ  oga  by  water.  The  troops  marched  on  both  fides  the  river, 
to  proteft  the  boats  from  the  favages.  An  advanced  party, 
about  fixty,  under  General  Maxwell  fell  in  with  a  body  oC 
Indians,  who  had  been  doing  mifchlef  at  Minnifink,  and  were 
returning ;  he  killed  and  captivated  a  confiderable  number  of 
them.  The  army  burnt  Chainong,  one  of  the  chief  towns  of 
the  Seneca's,  killed  and  took  upwards  of  three  hundred  prif- 
oners.  Another  town  called  Chemeney,  at  the  upper  part  of 
the  Sufquehannah,  they  alfo  burnt,  the  13th  of  Auguft,  with 
the  plantations  ol  corn,  &c.  The  enemy  evacuated  the 
place  the  evening  before.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day,  General 
Sullivan  had  feven  men  killed  and  iourteen  wounded.  He 
obtained  a  viftory  over  them  at  Newtown^  the  29th  of 
Auguft. 

The  occurrences  which  took  place  afterwards,  General 
Sullivan  informed  Congrefsof,  in  a  letter  diiefted  to  Prefi- 
dent  Jay,  dated  September  30th,  from  which,  what  fol#^S 
relative  thereto,  is  collefted. 

An  old  woman  of  the  Cayaga  nation,  was  found  in  thd 
woods,  who  informed  them,  that  after  the  battle  at  New- 
town, the  Indians  fled  in  great  confufion,  that  they  had  a 
great  many  killed  and  vafl  numbers  wounded.  The  Gener- 
al was  convinced  of  the  truth  of  it,  as  the  day  they  left  New- 
town, they  difcovered  a  great  number  of  bloody  packs, 
arras,  and  accoutrements  thrown  away  in  the  woods,  and  a 
number  of  recent  graves ;  they  left  many  warriors  dead  on 
the  field,  which  is  not  common  with  them.  The  General 
was  not  able  to  afcertain  the  number  oppofed  to  them  at 
Newtown,  but  from  various  circumftances,  he  was  led  to  fup- 
pofe  them  to  have  been  fifisen  hundred.  The  time  taken  iri 
deftroying  the  corn  near  Newtown,  employed- his  army  two 
days.  Kindais,  con  filling  of  about  twenty  houfes,  they  re- 
duced to  afhes  J  they  took  near  a  day  in  deilroying  the  corn 
^ni  fruit  tras^  oi  which  there  was  great  abundance,  many  of 
the  trees  appeai-ed  to  be  of  great  age.  At  this  place  they 
met  an  itihabitant  of  Wyoming,  who  had  eicaped  the  car- 
nage in  July,  1778.  He  faid  he  had  converfed  with  fome^ 
of  the  tories  on  their  return  from  the  a£lion  at  Newtowit' 
who  corroborated  the  account  of  the  enemy  fuSering  great' 
lofs. 

At  Kannadefeys  (which  was  abandoned »  they  found  a 
white  child  about  three  years  old,  doubtlefs  the  offspring 
of  fome  unhappy  captive,  which  the  army  took  with  them. 
The  General  finding  he  could  not  poiiibly  effect  the  def- 
tra£lion  of  the  Indian  country  with  the  provifions  he  had, 
he  propofed  to  his  troops  to  conter.t  themfelves  with  half  d 
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pound  of  flour,  and  the  fame  quantity  of  tre(h  beef  per  day,  1779' 
m  which  they  readily  acquiefced,  not  one  dilfenting  voice  ^  y  "^ 
was  heard  from  either  officer  or  foldier ;  he  had  then  only 
twenty- two  pounds,  of  flour,  and  (ixteen  pounds  ot  beef  per 
man  ;  notwiihftanding  which,  they  perfevered  in  the  bufi- 
nefs.  In  their  way  to  Catherine  town,  they  had  a  road  to 
open  tor  the  artillery,  through  a  fwamp,  nine  miles  in  width, 
and  almoft  impervious.  After  having  deftroycd  a  number 
of  villages,  fome  *of  which  contained  fifty  houfes,  they  pafif- 
ed  on  to  Chinnejfee,  which  the  prifoners  they  had  taken  in- 
formed the  General,  was  the  capital  of  the  Indian  towns  ; 
that  the  Indians  of  all  nations  had  been  planting  there  this 
fpring  ;  thai  all  the  Rangers,  and  fome  Briiipi,  had  been  em-  ^^^.  -^^ 
ployed  in  aflifting  them,  in  order  to  raife  fufficient  fupplies  to'  t  '  6  -* 
lupport  them  uhilji  dejlroying  the  frontiers.  He  deftroyed 
a  fmall  town  of  twenty-five  houfes,  in  his  way,  and  ordered 
a  {mall  party  to  reconnoitre  Chinnejfee  town,  that  he  mighty 
if  poflible,  furprife  it;  but  they  were  difcovered,  by  the 
guides  having  millaken  the  way,  they  were  encircled  by  the 
enemy,  and  having  taken  to  a  grove  of  trees,  the  commander 
of  the  reconnoitering  party,  Mr.  Boyd  of  the  ri-fles,  was  (hot 
through  the  body,  and  every  man  of  his  party  killed,  except- 
ing one,  who,  with  his  wounded  commander,  were  made 
ptifoneis;  the  firing  was  fo  clofe  before  this  brave  party 
were  overcome,  that  the  powder  of  the  enemy's  mufquets, 
was  driven  into  their  fleih.  The  party  that  fell  in  with  Boyd, 
was  commanded  by  Butler,  who  bore  a  great  part  in  the  def- 
truftion  of  Wyoming,  the  laft  year. 

The  army  moved  on  to  ChinnefTee,  crofTing  a  deep  creek 
and  the  little  Seneca  river,  and  reached  the  caftle.  The 
townconfifted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  houfes,  moft- 
ly  large  and  elegant;  there  they  iound  the  body  of  the  in-  Sept,  30. 
trepid  Boyd,  with  his  companion,  mangled  in  a  manner  too 
painful  to  defcribe. 

The  General  reprefents  ChinnefTee,  as  being  beautifully 
fituated,  almoft  encircled  with  a  clear  flu,  which  extends 
feverai  miles,  with  extenfive  fields  of  corn,  &c.  The  Indians 
evacuated  it  two  days  bL-tore  he  arrived  at  it. 

The  General  being  informed  there  was  no  fettlement  be- 
yond it,  the  array  began  their  march  for  the  Cayaga's  coun- 
try, which  yet  had  remained  unmoleiled  ;  and  having  arriv- 
ed at  it,  they  deftroyed  it.  In  the  various  towns  deftroyed, 
>yere  mzny Jruit  trees,  in  one  orchard  were  fifteen  hundred. 

The   number   of  towns   deftroyed,  were   forty,    befides 
fcattering  houfes;    the  quantity  of  corn,   muft  amount  to 
an   hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  buftiels,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity ot  vegetables  of  every  kind ;  every  creek  and  river  was 
Vol.  11,  X 
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1770  traced,  and  the  whole  country  explored,  and  except  one 
<1!Zj  town  near  the  Alleghanv,  about  fifty  miles  from  Chinneflee, 
'^^     there  was  not  a  Tingle  town  left  in  the  country  of  the  five  na- 

^  The  army  did  notfuffer  the  lofs  of  forty  men,  though  per-  ' 
haps  few  troops  experienced  a  more  fatiguing   campaign  ;^ 
SeM   qo      befidcs,  the  difficulty  which  naturally  attends  marching  thro 

an  enemy's  country,  abounding  in  woods,  rive.s,   creeks,,' 
moralles  and  defiles;  they  found  no  fmall  inconvenience  ;j 
from  the  want  of  proper  guides,  and  the  maps  of  the  country 
were  fo  exceedingly  "erroneous  that  they  fervcd  not  to  en- 
Ijahten  but  oerplex  them.     Though  they  had  much  hoour 
irf  finding  out  roads  for  the  artillery,  the  army  moved  from 
twelve  to  fixteen  miles  every  day,  when  not  detained  by  rain,  •! 
or  employed  in  deftroying  iettlements. 

After  the  fira  aaion  the  enemy  ventured  not  a  lecond, 
but  kept  themfelves  out  of  the  reach  of  the  army,  not  firing 
a  fingle  gun  as  it  was  on  its  march,  or  in  its  qua-,  ters,  though 
in  a  country  exceedingly  well  calculated  for  ambufcade. 

It  is  remarked  on  this  expedition  (by  the  iranQator  of  M. 
Chaftelleux's  travels,  an  Englifhman  then  r-fident  in  the 
United  States)  "  That  the  inftri-.aions  given  by  General  Sul. 
livan  to  his  officers,  the  order  of  ma'ch,  he  prefcribed  to  the 
troops,  and  the  difcipline  he  had  the  ability  to  maintain, 
would'have  done  honour  to  the  molt  exptrienced  ancient  or 
modern  Generals."  .  .    u  • 

To  difturb  a  people  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  their 
property,  while  they  moleft  no  others,  is  cruel  and  unjuft  ; 
bui  when  they  quit  their  own  habitations,  and  make  inroads 
upon  the  innocent  anddsfencelefs,  the  laws  of  God  and  man 
will  jultify  a  renftance  from  the  country  at  large  ;  and  if  no 
other  method  can  be  found  cffeaual  to  reflrain  their  depre- 
dations and  murders,  the  war  may  be  carried  into  their  own 
country,  their  fubltance  deflroyed,  and  they  deprived  of  the 
means  of  committing  fuch  ravages  in  future. 

Upon  this  principle  was  the  Indian  expedition  undertak- 
en. The  fav'jges  in  the  Briiifh  interefl  had  committed 
ma'ny  barbarities,  and  were  preparing  for  more,  and  refolved 
on  deftroying  the  frontiers  of  the  fouthern  States,  occupied 
by  whig  inhabitants.  To  prevent  their  defign  was  the  ob- 
ieft  of  this  enterprife,  and  heaven  fucceeded  it. 
Oa    to  Count  D'Eftaing  having  gained  laurels  in  the  WeftTn- 

dies  by  the  conqueff  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincents,  and  Grerta. 
da,  and  a  fuccelsful  engagement  with  the  Englilh  fleepim- 
de'r  the  Admirals  Byron  and  Harrington,  off  the  latter  place  ; 
left  tlie  fuiiher  conduR  of  aifairs  in  that  quarter,  to  M.  Pi- 
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juet  de  la  >yIothe,  and  the  Spanifh  armament  there,  to  pay      ijyg- 
mother  vKit  to  the  American  continent.  '      '"■''v'""^ 

He  arrived  with  his  fleet  off  Savannah  in  Georgia,  con- 
ifting  of  twenty  fail  oi  the  line,  ten  frigates,  with  five  thou- 
and  land  forces,  the  5th  of  September.  General  Prevoll: 
lad  retired  to  Georgia,  afier  his  unfuccefsful  expedition, 
jgainft  Charlefton  (S.  C.)  here  he  had  flrongly  fortified  with 
ines,  &c.  and  was  joined  by  Colone!  Maitland,  wiih  fome 
roops  from  Beaufort,  Count  D'Eftaing  landed  his  troops, 
md  the  Continental  General  Lincoln,  joined  him. 

The  tollowing  account  of  their  operations  is  contained  in 
I  letter  written  by  General  Lincoln,  and  by  him  tranfmiited 
o- Congrefs,  dated  Charlefton,  Oiiober  22,  from  which  it 
s  copied. 

"  On  the  15th  ultima,  being  advifed  tliarthe  Count  had  ^J,  22, 
lifembarked  part  of  his  troops,   and  would  that  night  take 
)oll  nine  miles  from  Savannah,  we   moved  and   encamped 
It  Cherokee  hill,  nine  miles  from  the  town.     The  16th,  we 
"ormedajunftiori  before  Savannah. 

"  After  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  works,  finding  the  town 
veil  covered,  and  knowing  their  determination  to  de- 
end  it,  it  was  deemed  necefiary  to  make  fume  approaches, 
md  try  the  efFefts  of  artillery.  From  the  18th  to  the- 
2d,  we  were  employed  in  getting  up  the  heavy-ordnance 
nd  flores,  a  work  of  difficulty  from  the  want  of  proper' 
vheelsto  tranfport  them,  the  cannon  being  on  fhip  carriages. 
3n  the  evening  of  the  23d,  ground  was  broke,  and  on  the 
th  inftant  (October)  the  batteries  of  thirty-three  canr)On  and 
line  mortars,  were  opened  on  the  enemy,  and  eoiuinued 
vith  intervals  until  the  8th,  without  the  wiilied  elTeft.  The 
)eriod  being  long  ciapfed  which  the  Count  had  adjgned  for  ' 
his  expedition,  and  the  engineers  informing  him  thai  much 
ime  mud  be  fpent,  if  he  expefted  to  reduce  the  garrifon  by 
egular  approaches,  and  his  longer  flay  being  impoflible, 
natters  were  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  raifing  the  fiege 
mmediately,  and  giving  up  all  thoughts  of  conquefl,  or  at-  ■ 
empting  the  garrifon  by  aflfault;  the  latter  was  agreed  on, 
md  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  the  attack-was  made  ;  it  prov- 
ed unfuccefsful,  we  were  repulfed  with  lofs. 

'•  When  the  Count  firft  arrived,  he  informed  us  that  he 
•ould  remain  on  fhore  eight  days  only  ;  he  had  fperit  four 
imes  that  number;  his  depajture  therefore  became  indif- 
jcnfible,  and  to  re-embark  his  ordnance  flores,  claimed  his 
lext  attention,  this  was  completed  on  the  18th. 

"The  fame  evening,  having  pievioufly  fent  offour  fick  and 
Afounded,  and  heavy  baggage,  the  American  troops  lea  the 
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'  *779-      ground,  reached  Z^bley's  ferry  the  next  mDrning,  recroffed, 
>    V  '^    ^'""^  encamped  ihat  night  in  Carolina. 

Pooler,  "  The  French  troops  encamped  on  the  night  oJ  the  i8th, 
about  two  miles  from  Savannah  ;  they  were,  after  the  24th,  to 
re-embark  at  Kinroid's  landing. 

"  Our  difap.pointment  is  great,  and  what  adds  much  to  our 
fenfe  of  it,  is  the  lofs  of  a  number  of  brave  officers  and  men, 
among  them,  the  lofs  of  the  late  intrepid  Count  Pola/ki.^ 
"  Count  D'Eftaing  has  undoubtedly  the.interell  of  America 

.r-,,  much  at  heart,   this,  he  has  evidenced  by  coming  to  our  af- 

filtance,  and  his  condant  attention  during  the  fiege;  his  un- 

^;;^-  dertaking  to  reduce  the  enemy  by  aflault,  wheri.he  defpaired 

Xr:  of  effefting  it  otherwife ;  and  by"  bravely  putting  himfelf  at  , 

the  head  of  his  troops,  and  leading  them  to  the  attack.  In  our  . 

'  fervice  he  has  freely  bled  ;+  I  feel  much  for  him,  for  while  ' 

he  is  fuffering  the  diftreffes  of  painful  wounds,  he  has  to  , 
combat  chagrin.  I  hope  he  will  be  confoled  by  an  affurance, : 
that  although  he  has  not  fucceeded  according  to  his  wi(he*^, 
and  thole  oi  America,  we  regard  with  high  approbation  hh< 
intention  to  ferve  us,  and  that  his  want  of  fuqccfs  will  not 
leiTen  our  ideas  ot  his  merit." 

The  killed'and  wounded  oa  the  fide  oi  the  Americans, 

F  arc  about  one  hundred  and  feventy. 

^  The  Expefiment,^  a  Britifh  man  of  war.  Sir  James  Wal- 

lace commander,  was  captured  by  Count  D'Ellaing's  fleet;, 
ionie  other  (hips  of  torce  and  iranTporis^  fell  into  his  hands. 
General  Garth  was  taken  ia  one  of  them.  A  large  quantity 
of  guineas  was  faid  to  hav.e  been,  found  on  board  the  Exper- 
iment, to  pay  the  Royal  troops  in  peorgi<. 

Upon  Count  D'Eiftaing's  arriving  at  Georgia,  it  gave 
alartn  to  the  Royaliils  at  New-York,  fearing  an  attack  oa 
that  city,  was  his  principal  view  in  making  a  fecond  vifit  to 
the  United  Stales.  AH  the  out-po{l;;s  were  called  in,  and 
Newport  ordered  to  be  evacuated 

This  took  place  the  25th  of  October  (the  anniverfary  o£ 
their  King's  corronaiion)  having  previoufly  blown  up  the 
light-houfe,  at  the  entrance  of  that  harbour.  Their  evacuan 
tion  was  precipitate,  being  under  apprehenfion  that  General 
Gates  would  vifit  the  ifland  before  they  could  leave  it.  The 
next  day  aher  they  went  of^,  General  Gates  went  on,  with  a 
part  of  his,  force  from  Providence,  and  took  poffeffion  of  the 
iDand. 

"  '*  APoliJk  nobleman;  he  was  mortally  wounded  advance, 
ing  to  force  his  way  into  the  citadel,  at  the  head  of  his  cavaL 
%y.     He  fur  Vive  d  only  t-MO  days. 

\  Count  D'EJlaing  was  wounded  in  his  leg  and  arm,. 
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The  Biitiih  were  relieved  from  their  anxiety,  on  receiv-  1775^, 
ing  the  foregoing  account  of  the  tranfaftions  at  Georgia,  and  ^  y  «^ 
that  Count  D'Eftaing  had  left  thie  continent. 

General   Wafhington  expefting   affiftance  from    Count  Nov, 
D'Eftaing,  when  he  iett  Georgia,  made  preparations  to   in- 
vert New-York ;  but.  the  Count  being  fo  long  detained  there,, 
he  was  under  a  neceflk^  of  returning  to  the  Welt-Indies, 
without  proceeding  further  to  the  northward. 

This  occafioned  the  General  to  quit  his  defign  againft 
New-York,  and  the  winter  coming  on,  the  main  body  of  his 
army  took  up  their  quarters  at  Bafkinridge ;  their  head  quar- 
ters was  at  Morris-town. 

The  meafures  taken  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  for  the  de-  December, 
fence  of  New-York,  only  in  cafe  the  combined  force  of 
Wafhington  and  D'Eftaing  had  attacked  it;  he  communi- 
cated in  a  letter  to  Lord  George  Germaine.  "  From  the 
time  (he  writes)  I  was  honoured  with  your  Lordfhip's  in- 
llruftions,  to  evacuate  Rhode-lfland,  and  to  condenfe  and 
difpofe  the  King's  troops  on  fuch  a  fcale,  as  would  afford  the 
moft  fubfta'ntial  protection  to  New-York,  and  fuch  of  its  de- 
pendencies as  might  be  held  cponfiftemly  with  the  force  to 
be  withdrawn  for  the  purpofe  of  fouthern operations,  tiU  th© 
moment  of  embarkation  [for  Georgia]  no  opportunity  what«. 
foever  has  offered  itfelf,  to  flrikeany  part  of  the  enemy,  or 
even  to  venture  on, any  incurfion- that  promifed  advantage, 
fuperiour  to  the  rifque.  BeGdes,  as  I  communicated  in  ray 
lalf  the  violent  denionftrations  of  the  rebels,  which  threaten-, 
ed  a  determined  attack  of  the  pofl  at  New-York,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  a  large  armament,  naval  and  land,  under  Count 
D'Eftaing;  dien  direfting  itfelf  againft  the  garrifon  of  Sa- 
vannah, neceflarily  turned  our  whole  endeavours  to  defeat 
fo  alarming  a  combination.  The  regular  troops  under  Gen- 
eral! Wafhington^  amounted,  at  this  period,  to  fixteen  thou- 
fand;  to  which  is  to  be  added  the  army  commanded  by 
General  Sullivan,  then  on  the  return  from  a  fuccefsful  ex-, 
pedition  againft  our  Indian  allies,  and  but  very  little  dimin- 
iflied  by  the  campaign  ;  this  gave  him  a  force  of  twenty 
thoufand  effeOiives.  But  your  JLordfliip  will  be  able  to  form 
a  more  perfeft  judgment  of  our  meafures,  when  you  com- 
bine with  the  army,  the  militia  of  Pennfylvania,  New-Jer- 
fey,  New-York,  Connefticut,  and  Maffarhufetts,  which 
were  ready  to  be  drawn  together  on  the  Ihorteil  notice  ;  and 
who  were  peculiarly  exalted  at  this  crifis,  from  a  profpeftof 
a  city  full  of  wealth,  and  devoted  to  plunder ;  and  by  the 
flattering  idea  of  ending  the  war  with  its  capture.  Not  a 
moment  was  to  be  loft  at  fuch  a  critical  conjunfture,  for  ev- 
ery mo.me:u  was  important,  and  expcfted  to  come  with  the 
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1779.  account  of  D'Eftaing's  appearance  before  our  harbour.  The 
^  V  '  works  at  Brookline  and  Goyernour'slfland,  were  enlarged 
and  improved,  new  works  wereere£led  at  the  watering  place, 
and  Sandy-hook ;  the  King's  battery  at  New-York  was  re- 
paired, and  mounted  with  heavy  ordnance,  and  places  mark- 
ed our,  and  deiences  provided  to  cover  the  Hupping  along 
the  found.  Thefe  preparations  employed  the  whole  labour 
of  the  army,  and  I  cannot  but  obferve  in  addition  to  what  I 
have  faid,  in  my  official  letter,  the  general  readirtefs  of  7noJ{ 
of  the  refugees  to  facilitate  thefe  important  objefts.  Wash- 
ington in  his  faflneffes  in  the  highlands,  and  lo  polled  as  to 
be  able  to  ufe  the  Hudfon  to  the  greateft  advantage  in  mak- 
ing imprelfion  upon  our  left,  while  every  advantage  of  wa- 
ter was  alfo  in  his  power  by  the  found,  and  under  protec- 
tion of  the  French  fleet ;  we  were  expofed  to  the  mofl  per- 
plexing embarraffments,  aflailable  in  fo  many  points,  and  ev- 
ery inllantexpefting  D'liflaing,  we  had  but  time  to  look 
toward,  and  take  meafures  for  our  own  defence,  and  the  oc- 
cafion  required  us  to  put  forward  our  heft  exertions." 
Dec,  26.  The  apprehenfions  of  an  attack  on  New-York  city,  having' 
fubfided,  Sii  Henry  Clinton  planned  another  expedition  to 
South  Carolina,  in  order  to  reduce  the  fouihern  States.  He 
embarked  a  large  body  of  troops  on  board  an  hundred  fail  of 
tranfports,  convoyed  by  a  fqqadron  of  men  of  war,  under 
Admiral  Arbuthnot.  Sir  Henry  in  perfon,  took  command 
of  this  expedition,  he,  together  with  Lord  Cornwailis,  em- 
barked with  ihe  fleet.  A  ftorm  happened  a  few  days  after 
their  departure  from  New- York,  which  difperfed  and  dam- 
aged fome  of  iheir  ihips ;  but  having  received  recruits  alter 
bis  arrival,  he  profecuied  his  nefjgn  againft  Charle/lon. 

It  being  expefted  by  the  Britilh,  that  St.  Augujiinc  would 
be  invaded  by  the  Spaniards,  General  Prevoll  returned 
there,  and  Brigadier-General  Leflie  fucceeded  him  in  the 
command  at  Georgia.  The  Spanilh  Governour  of  Louifa- 
nia,  gained  many  advantages  over  the  Britilh  fettlements  on 
the  Milh.'inpi,  took  a  number  of  prifoners,  and  got  pofTefTion 
of  a  ira£f  of  the  mod  fertile  land. 

An  expedition  to  State}i^ I/Ia/id (whhln  nine  miles  of  New- 
1780,     York  cir))  was  undertaken  by  General  Lord  Stirling,  by 
V  .  .y     *    order  of  ilie  commander  in  chief.     The  weather  this  month 
January,  favoured  an  attempt  on  the  ice,  but  it  failed  of  fuccefs,  the 
Royalills  having  by  fome  means  got  intelligence  of  the  de- 
fign.     Lord  Stirling  reported,  "That  he  embarked  with  a 
detachtnent  of  tweniy-five  hundred  men  ;  he  found  their 
'.votks  well  fituated,  and  lliong,  and  the  communication  be- 
tween il'.e  illandand  New-Yoik,  open  contrary  to  their  ex- 
pcclaiions,   fo  that  boats  paffed  from  one  to  the  other,,  by 
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which  means  they  could  be  furniftied  with  provifions  and      .1780. 
fuel.     It  was  judged  therefore  that  an  aflault  there,   was  not    ^     ^  «_f* 
advifeable,  and  as  a  reinforcement  could  be  fent  them  from 
the  city,  which  would  render  it  dangerous  for  them  to  tarry, 
they  retreated  in  good  order,  and  with  very  little  lofs," 

Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  the  Englifh  Ambafl"ador,  in  Holland,  MarfAfli» 
prefented  to  the  States  General,  a  memorial  on  ihe   fubjeft 
of  fuccours,  lie  had  claimed  eight  months  before,  and  which 
(for  reafons  already  mentioned)  ^hey  had  withheld. 

The  following  affair  increafed  the  difputes  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Republic  of  Holland  :         . 

A  fmall  fquadron  of  fliips  having  been  fitted  out  at  France 
(one  of  which  was  the  Alliance,  an  American  frigate)  under 
command  of  Captain  John  Paul  Jones;  they  infefted  the 
Englifh  coaft,  and  gave  alarm  to  fome  of  the  out-pofls,  and 
meeting  with  the  Serapis,  an  Englifh  frigate  of  forty  guns, 
and  thefliip  Countefs,  of  Scarborough,  he  captured  both,  af- 
ter a  bloody  engagement,  in  which  he  lod  his  own  (hip,  the 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  which  funk  foon  after  the  a6lion  was 
over,  he  having  firit  quitted  her,  and  got  on  board  another 
of  his  fquadron.  Captain  Jones  carried  his  prizes  into  HoU 
land.  The  Englilh  Ambaffador  requefted  that  the  prizes 
might  be  ftopped,  and  they  and  their  crews  delivered  up.  To 
this  request,  their  High  Mightineffes  -replied,  "  That  for  a 
century  palt,  they  had  adhered  to  a  maxim,  and  had  notified 
it  by  placarts.  **  That  they  pretend  rtbt  to  judge  of  the  le- 
gality or  illegality  of  the  aftions  of  thofe,  who  have,  on  the 
open  feas,  taken  any  vefTels  which  do  not  belong  to  this 
.  country,  and  bringing  them  into  any  of  the  ports  of  this  Re- 
public. That  they  only  open  their  ports  to  them,  to  give 
them  {belter  from  ftorms  or  difafters,  and  that  they  oblige 
them  to  put  to  fea  again  with  their  prizes,  without  unload- 
ing, or  difpofing  ol  their  cargoes,  but  letting  them  remain 
exaftly  as  when  they  arrived.  That  they  came  to  this  refo- 
lution:  That  the  five  {hips,  viz.  two  French  frigates,  one 
American,  with  two  prizes,  who  entered  the  Texel  with 
Paul  Jones  ;  do  put  to  fea  again,  as  foon  as  polTible,  and  that, 
they  be  not  furnifhed  with  afny  Warlike  or  naval  ftores,  but 
what  are  abfolutely  neceffary  to  carry  them  fafe  to  the  firfl 
foreign  port  they  can  come  at."  This  conduft  of  the  Dutch 
was  conformable  to  the  refolutions  they  had  taken,  to  pre., 
fcrvf  a  neutrality  \v\  the  conteft  between  Great  Britain  and 
America  and  her  allies. 

England  taking  umbrage  at  the  proceedings  of  Holland,  April  17^ 
in  the  above  inflance,  and  fome  others  before  mentioned  • 
the  alliance  between  them  was  dijfolved  by  bis  Brittannic 
Majelfy,  in  a  fonr.al  declaration,  in  his  council  at  St,  James's, 
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1780.      this  day  ;  by  which  Holland  is  to  be  confidered  as  on  the  fame 
^    V  '^  footing  as  other  neutral  States^ not  privileged  by  treaty. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  returned  to  America  from  France, 
in  the  Hermione  Frigate,  Capt.  Le  Touche,  and  landed  at 
Bofton ;  from  whence  he  proceeded  to  join  the  American 
army. 

The  laft  month,  Congrefs  recommended  to  the  States  to 
bring  into  the  Continental  Treafury  by  taxes,  their  quotas 
of  fifteen  million  dollars,  monthly,  as  affigned  them  by  the 
refolution  of  the  7th  of  Oftober,  1779,  and  to  continue  it 
to  April,  17B1. 

Gold  and  filver  to  be  received  at  the  rate  of  one  Spanifli 
milled  dollar,  in  lieu  o\  forty  paper  dollars,  the  money 
brought  in  (except  for  the  months  of  January  and  February, 
1779,  which  were  to  pafs  till  April,  1781)  to  be  deftroyed. 
When  the  bills  were  brought  in,  and  funds  eftablilhed,  oth- 
er bills  to  be  emitted,  not  to  exceed  one  twentieth  part  of  the 
fum  brought  in  ;  the  new  bills  iffued,  to  be  redeemable  in  fix 
years,  viz.  1786,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  and  bear  an  intereft  of 
five  per  cent,  to  be  paid  arinually  in  fpecie,  or  in  bills  of  ex- 
change on  their  commiffioners  in  France,  at  four  {hillings 
and  fixpence  fterling  per  dollar.  The  wfZi/ bills  to  be  ifTued 
on  the  funds  of  individual  States. 

The  above  mode  was  propofed  for  the  purpofe  o\  finking 
the  old  Continental  money,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  fubllitute 
a  new  emifiion  of  State  bills ;  which  was  adopted,  and  bills 
were  emitted  by  the  rcfpeSive  States,  which,  at  the  end  of 
fix  years,  was  to  be  redeemed  by  them  ;  (37<j  dollar  «i?ti;  emif- 
fion,  to  be  equal  \o  forty  of  the  old  Continental  dollars. 
May  12.  Charlefton,  in  South- Carolin/,  furrendered  this  day  io 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot.  This  news 
was  brought  to  Congrefs  by  Colonel  Tennent,  bearing  a  let- 
ter from  Major-General  Lincoln,  informing,  "  That  after 
every  effort  and  exertion,  made  by  a  handful  of  brave  troop", 
contending  with  numberiefshardfhips  and  difiicultie}>  (^to  all 
which  they  moft  cheerfully  fubraitted)  we  were  reduced  to. 
the  fad  neceffity  of  treating  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
according  to  terms  of  capitulation  ;"  which  terms  accompan- 
ied the  General's  letter. 

General  Lincoln  in  his  reply  to  the  Britifh  commander's 
fummons,  of  the  9th  infte-nt,  to  furrender  Charleifon,  re- 
marked, "That  the  offers  of  capitulation,  then  made^  were 
inadmifiible,  and  propofed  others,  which  they  refufed." 
On  the  eleventh  of  the  month,  General  Lincoln  wrote  them, 
**  That  their  exceptions  to  the  articles  be  had  propofed  as 
they  principally  concerned  the  militia  and  citizens,  he  con- 
ceived were  fuch  as  could  not  be  concurred  with,  but  a  re- 
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•rent  application  from  thbfe  people  v/herein  they  expfefs  a      17B0. 
willingnefs  to  comply  with  them,  and  a  wifh,  on  his  part,  to     '>— y^i^ 
leffen,  as  much  as  may  be,  the  diftrefles  of  war  to  individu- 
als, lead  him  to  offer  his  acceptance.".    The  town  was  ac- 
cordingly delivered  up,  and  Brigadier-General  Leflie  march- 
-;,cd  into  it  and  took  poffeflion. 

The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  fiege. 
The  admiral  got  over  the  bar  the  2oth  of  March,  by  means 
of  lightening  fome  of  bis  fleet  oftheir  guns,  water  arid  pro- 
vifions,  with  the  following  ihips,  viz.  Roebuck  of  44  gi^ns. 
Sir  Andrew  Snape  Hammond,  with  the  Admiral  on  board. 
Guns.  Guns,  Guns. 

Renown      50.     Richmond  32.     Blonde       32. 
Romulus    40.     Virginia      28.      PerTeus      20, 
Raleigh      32.     Camilla       20.     Loyalift     18. 
A6five         lo.     Keppel         16.     Germaine  14. 
The  landing  of  the  troops  at  Charlefton  neck  was  effec- 
ted nine  days  after  the  men  of  war  pafled  the  bar,  and  being 
itrengthened  by  a  corps  from  Georgia,  under  Brigadier-Ge- 
neral Patterfon,  who  arrived  at  Afllley  river,  over  which  the 
army  palled  to  the  town  fide,  the  paffage  being  unoccupied. 
The  day  fucceeding  it,  the  army  moved  towards  Charlefton, 
,.  and  on  the  night  of  the  firll  of  April  broke  ground   within 
eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Carolina  works.  The  fliips  paffed  ; 

Sullivan's  iifland  the  8th  (through  a  fevere  fire  in  which  they  / 

fuffered  much)  and  the  Admiral   with  his  (hips,  got  into 
Charlefton  harbour.   The  town,  the  next  day,  was  fummoned 
I  to  furrender.   General  Lincoln  returned  this  fpiriied  anfwer  ; 
!  *•  I  have  received  your  furnmons  of  this  date — fixty  days  have 
!'  paffed  fmce  it  has  been  known  that  your  intentions  againll 
.  this  town  were  hoftile,  in  which;^ime  has  been  afforded  to 
abandon  it,  but  duty  and  inclination  {joints  out  the  propriety 
of  fupporting  it  to  the  laft  extremity."     Clinton  having  de- 
tached Lieutenant-Colonel  Webftcr  with  one  thoufand  and 
four  hundred  men  to  break  in  upon  the  communication  with 
the   country,    he  received  an   account  of  the    fuccefs  of 
Colonels  Tarlton  and  Fergufon  (part  of  Webfler's  divifion) 
•which  gave  command  of  the  country  to   Colonel  Webfter, 
and  threw  into  his  hands  great  fupplies  of  provifions.  All  ac- 
cefs  to  the  town  by  Cooper's-river  was  prevented,  the  enemy 
having  defeated  the  Carolina  cavalrv  that  poffefTed  Biggin's- 
bridge  over  Cooper's  river.    Fort  Montrie,  on  Sullivan's-Ifi- 
and,  was  reduced  in  the  following  manner,  as  related  by  the 
Admiral,  "  The  intention  of  the  befieged  he  found  had  been 
.  chiefly  dircfted  to  the  fquth  and  eaft  parts  of  the  fort,  which 
were  mpft  open  to  attack,   bat  the  weft  fide  and   north- wejfc 
baftion  he  difcovered  had  been  nesleded  ;  he  therefore  de- 
.Vol.   II.  Y 
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1780.     t*rmined  to  attempt  to  carry  the  fort  by  ftorm, under  cover  of 
\..,m^^,m^    the  fire  from  the  (hips  of  the  fquadron.     The  Captains  Hud-  | 
fon  and  Gambler,  and  Captain  Knowles,  agent  for  tranfports/ 
with  two  hundred  feamen  and  marines  embarked  in  boats  of  ' 
the  fquadron   the  4th   in  the  night,  and  pafling  by  the  fort 
unobferved,   landed  "before  daylight  and  took  poffeflion  of  ak 
redoubt  on  the  eaft  end  ol  the  ifland,  whiHt  boats  were  pre* 
paring  to  carry  over  the  fame  number  of  feamen  from  Mount 
Pleafant  (in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sullivan's,  which  they  had 
previoufly  taken  poffeflion  ot)  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Ord.     On  the  whole,  being  ready,  and  the fhips  only  vvaiting 
for  the  tide  to   begin   the  attack,  the  foit   was   fummone^ 
by  Captain  Hudfon,  when  alter  a    little   confideration  the 
garrifon  furrendered  themfelves  priloners  ol  war.'*     In  this 
enterprife,  by  the  Admiral's  account,  he  had  twenty  three  fed 
.  men  killed  and  twenty  eight  wounded.     Piifoners  taken  in 
the  fort  were,  continentals  one  hundred  and  eighteen,  ftiilriia 
one  hundred.     From  the  time  the  enemy  bro.ke  ground   to 
the  time  Charleilon   furrendered  was  forty  two  days.     The    . 
town  being  clofely  invefled  by  fea  and  land,  thfe'ir  provifion  i 
almoft  exhauffed,  and  the  communication  with  the  country 
cut  off,  they  could  hold  out  ho  longer,  having  fuftained  the 
fiege   with   great  fortitude   amidft    numberlefs    difficulties. 
Return  61  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  fiege,  conti- 
nental troops  eighty  rjine,  including  one  Colonel  killed  antl 
one  hundred  and  forty  wounded. 

Continental  troops,  piifoners  of  war  (including  Tick  and 
wounded)  two  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  fixty  four;  befides 
thefe  a  number  of  feamen  fell  into  their  hancfs,  and  the  fol- 
lowing continental  vefTels,  viz.  two  of  France,  28  guns. 
Providence  32,  Boflon  32,  Ranger  20,'  and  two  armed  French 
TeiTels. 

Sir  H.  Clinton's  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  his 
troops,  Britilh,  German  and  Provincial  is  feventy  five  kill- 
ed, and  one  hundred  and  eighty  nine  wounded.  Total  two 
hundred  and  fixty  four,  which  exceeds  the  number  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  befieged. 

A  few  days  after  the  furrender,  the  enemy's  grand  arfenal 
in  the  town  (wherein  were  the  arms  taken)  took  fire  and  blew 
up,  by  which  means  rhany  lives  were  loft. 

Lord  Cornwallls  had  commandof  thecorps beyond  Coop- 
er's river,  and  difpatchf^'  Colonel  Tarleton  into  the  back 
country,  whofe  fuccefs  over  a  body  of  Carolina  h6rfe_  (a  party 
under  Colonel  Banford  at  Lynch's  credk)  was  announced  by 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  the  army  m.'der  his  command,  in 
Charleilon,  in  terms  of  high  fat ii^fatf ion.  Though  it  was 
attended  with  very  diftre.^ing  circiinillances ;  and  one  hun- 
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dred dndftventy  cut  to  pieces  hy  his  own  account,  as  appears      1780. 
by  his  orders  publiflied  at  Carolina  in  form  ol  a  handbill,  and    ^ — y— -* 
circulated  among  his  troops,  as  follows  : 

"Head  Quarters,  Charlejion  neck,  June  1,  1780. 
'*  The  Commander  in  Chief  congratulates  the  army  on  the 
fuccefs  that  has  attended  the  corps  in  the  back  country,  un- 
der Lieutenant-General  Earl  Cornwallis. 

"  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tarleton,  with  the  corps  of  cavalry, 
and- with  the  infantry  of  the  legion  (mounieclj  being  detach- 
ed by  his  Lordlhip,  reached  the  rebels,  after  a  march  of  near  • 
one  hundred  miles  in  two  days.  They  rejefted  the  terms  on 
which  he  required  them  to  furrender,  and  were  in  confe- 
quence  attacked. 

_''One  hundred  and  feventy  were  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
whole  cannon,  baggage,  colours,  &c.  of  the  corps  weretakeh. 
'*  The  Gcaeral,  however  fmall  the  lofs  ot  Britilh,  has 
been  compared  to  the  advantage  obtained,  cannot  mention  it 
without  concern,  two  oflicers  are  killed,  and  twenty  officers, 
non-commifTioned  officers,  or  privates,  wounded." 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  leaves  Carolina  and  the  conduct  ot  the 
war  there  to  Earl  Cornwallis,   and  embarked  .for  his   head     j^^^^ 
quarters  at  New  York,  where  he  arrived  this  month. 

The  German  General,  Kniphaufen,  had  command  of  the 
troops  in  New  York  during  the  abfencc  of  Sir  Henry,  and 
lie  emploved  a  part  of  them  in  ravaging  the  contiguous  State 
ot  New  Jcrfey.    . 

A  detached  party  of  them  croffed  from  Staten  ifland  to 
FJi-zabcthtown  i^oini  zr\&  ^xocecdGd.  to  the  town  ;  they  ad- 
vanced to  Connefticut  {arms  (fo  called)  burnt  the  Preftjyte- 
lian  church  and  thirteen  other  houfes,  and  ?nurdered  the  lady 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldzuell,  who  had  made  himfeif  obnoxious 
to  the  Royaliils,  for  the  part  he  had  taken  in  the  contefl;  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  America.  He  being  from  home, 
his  wije  fell  a  lacrifice  to  their  refentment.  This  a£"t  of  cru- 
elty is  thus  related  by  a' gentleman  at  Morriftown..  "  Soon 
after  their  pofTeffing  themfelves  of  the  neighbourhood,  a  iol- 
dier  came  to  the  houfe,  and  putting  his  gun  to  the  window  of 
the  room  where  the  worthy  woman  was  fitting  (with  her 
children  and  a-maid  witli  an  infant  in  her  arms  alorig  fideot 
bcr)  he  fhot  her  through  the  lungs  dead  on  the  fpot.  Soon 
alter,  an  officer,  with  two  Hefiiahs  came  and  ordered  a  hole 
to  be  i^^'i'il,,  at)d  her  body  to  be  thrown  in,  and  the  houfe  to 
be  fet  <Mi  fjic.''  At  the  earnelf  req^ueft  of  an  officer  of  the 
new  levies  it  i'^  f.-iid,  the  corpfe  was  removed  before  the  houfe 
w^s  fired.  It  is  obferved  by  the  reporter  of  this  barbarity, 
"  That  the  only  comfort  arifing  to  this  aftli6ted  family  is 
thattlic  v.Tctch  vvho  afted  as  tiie executioner  of  this  murder- 
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1780.  cd  lady  (who  from  her  excellent  charafter  deferved  abetter 
^-—y^mJ.  fatej  did  his  bufinefs  fo  cffeftually  that  (he  loft  her  life  with- 
out  dUlrefs  or  pain,  A  worthy  rnan,  who  lor  four  years  pafl:^ 
devoted  himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  his  country  is  thus  left^  with 
nine  fmall  children,  deftitute  of  even  a  fhift  of  clothes,  to  com- 
fort them." 

[In  the  month  of  September  following,  Mr.  Caldwell 
pubiilhed  the  proofs  ot  this  cruel  affair  attefted  before  Magif- 
trates.on  oath  by  fundry  perfons.  Two  of  the  witneffes  who 
depofed  were  in  the  room  with  Mrs.  Caldwell  and  faw  her 
fall  back  and  expire  immediately  after  the  report  of  the  gun; 
one  of  them,  Catherine  Benwood  lived  in  the  family.  Mr. 
Caldwell  fays,  as  the  murder  was  a  violation-  of  every 
tender  feeling,  fo  it  was  in  open  day  unptovoked,  deliberate 
and  not  fo  much  as  frowned  upon  by  ihofe  in  command  [fee 
New  Jer fey  Journal. '\  It  was  the  fate  alfo  bf  Mr.  Cald- 
well to  be  murdered  two  years  after,  viz.  January,  1782,  by 
fome  ruffians.] 

A  letter  from  General  Wafhington,  dated  at  Whippany, 
this  day,  gi\es  information,  "That  the  23d  the  enemy  mov- 
ed in  force  trom  Elizabethtowp  towards  Springfield.  They 
were  oppofed  v.ith  great  ccnduft  .and  fpirit  by  Ge^nerals 
Greene  andDiekinfon  with  the  Continental  troops  and  fuch 
of  the  militia  as  were  afiTembled  ;  but  with  their  fuperiori- 
ty  of  numbers,  they  gained  Springfield.  Having  burnt  the 
village,  they  returned  the  fame  da}'  to  their  former  pofition. 
In  the  night  they  abandoned  it,  and  croffed  over  to  Staten  . 
Ifland  and  took  up  their  bridge." 
Jyly.  About  the  middle  of  this  month  a  confiderable  armament, 

naval  and  military,  arrived  at  Newport  from  Brell. 

The  fleet  commanded  by  Admiral  de  Ternay,  confiding  of 
eleven  fhips  of  war^  viz.  two  of  eighty  guns,  one  of  feventy-. 
four,  five  of  fixty-four,  one  ot  forty,  one  hofpital  (hip  pierced 
for  fixty-four  guns,  one  bomb  veffel,  with  a  number  of  tranf- 
ports,  having  on  board  fix  thoufand  troops,  under  command 
of  General  Count  Rochambeau,  difpatched  by  the  Court  of^' 
France,  to  acl  in  concert  with  tlie  forces  of  the  United 
States.  \ 

In  England  they  were  apprized  of  this  armament  being 
bound  for  America,  and  Admiral  T.  Greaves  wasdifjiaiched 
•with  fome  fhips  of  the  line,  to  intercept  them,  bin  not  meet- 
ing them,  he  joined  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  New  Yi>rk. 
They  appeared  off"  Newport  harbour  fome  days  aficr  the 
^rench  fleet  arrived  in  order  to  block  them  in,  and  inter- 
cept a  fecond  divifion,  which,  it  was  rumoured,  was  en  their 
paffjge  to  the  fame  4iort.  After  waiting  about  tn-enty  days 
•without  fuccefs  the  Britifh  fleet  returned  to  New  York. 
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The  term  of  three  years,  for  which  many  of  the  Cbnti-      1780. 
jienta!    troops   had    enlifled,    having  nearly  expired,    the    ^  .n^^...^ 
refpeclive  States  of  the  Union  were  called  on  to  furnifh 
each  their  quota  of  new  enlillments. 

Some  ladies  of  Philadelphia  fet  an  example  to  others  of 
their  fex,  of  love  to  their  country  and  compaffion  to  their 
fuffering  brethren  in  the  field,  by  engaging  in  the  benevo- 
lent work  otraifing  contributions  among  themfelves  and 
ffimulating  others  to  do  it,  for  the  purpofe  ol  affording  a 
temporary  relief,  lor  the  troops  on  fervice  in  that  vicinity 
vho  were  deftitute  of  many  neceffaries.  They  were  fuc- 
cefbful  in  their  labours  of  love,  and  bellowed  on  the  foldiers 
their  free-will  offerings.  Thefe  are  fuch  expreffions  of 
kindnefs  and  delicate  fenfations  as  ought  to  be  recorded  to 
the  honour  of  the  American  ladies.  It  is  a  pleafing  prof- 
pe£l,  "  When  the  men  are  valiant,  and  the  women  kind." 

In  addition  to  the  refolutions  of  Congrefs,  in  May  18th,  Augu/ia^, 
1778,  relative  to  the  army,  they  refolved  this  day,  "  That 
the  refolution  of  the  15th  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  kaif 
pay  kox  [even  years,  to  the  officers  of  the  army,  who  fhould 
continue  in  fervice  to  the  end  of  the  war,  be  extended  to  the 
widows  of  ihofc  officers  who  have  died  or  may  hereafter  die 
in  the  fer'.ice  ;  to  commence  trom  the  time  of  Inch  officers' 
death;  and  cf^niinue  for  the  "term  of  feven  years.  Or  if 
there  be  uo  vvidow,  ur  in  cafe  of  her  death  or  intermarriage 
the  fai.d  half  pay,  be  given  to  the  orphan  cliildren  of  the  of- 
ficer, dying  as  aforefaid,  if  he  ffiall  have  left  any.  And  that  it 
,be  recommended  to  the  l.egiflatures  of  the  refpe£live  States, 
to  which  fuch  officers  belong  to.  make  provihon  for  paying 
the  fiine  on  account  ot  the  United  States." 

General  Gates,  having  now  command  of  the  Continentals 
in  South  Carolina,  he  began  his  operations  there,  very  un- 
fuccefsfuUy ;  ot  which  he  informed  the  Prefident  pt  Con- 
grefs, in  a  letter,  dated  Hilllborough,  Augull  20. 

"  In  the  deepeft  difi refs  and  anxiety  ot  mind,  1  am  obliged 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency  with  the  defeat  of  the  troops 
under  my  command.  I  arrived  with  the  Maryland  hne,  the 
artillery,  and  the  North  Carolina  miliiia,  on  the  i3ih  inft. 
at  R-ugely,  thirteen  miles  from  Camden  ;  took  poll  there, 
and  was  next  day  joined  by  General  Stevens,  with  feven 
hundred  militia  trom  Virginia;  Colonel  Suinpter,  who  was 
at  the  VVaxavvs  with  four  hundred  South  Carolina  militia, 
li,iil,  the  Sunday  before,  killed  and  taken  near  three  hundred 
of  iBe  enemy,  who  were  polled  at  the  Hanging  Rock.  This, 
find  other  Urokes  upon  the  enemy's  advanced  pofls,  occanon- 
ed  their  calling  in  all  their  outpofls  to  Camden.  The  i^^ih, 
at  day. light,  I  remfciccd  Col^  Sumoter  with  three  hundred 
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1780.  Nortl;  Carolina  militia,  one  hundred  of  ^he  Maryland  line, 
*  V  '^  *'n^  ^wo  three-pounders  from  the  artillery,  having  previouf- 
ly  ordered  him  down  from  the  Waxaws,  and  direfted,  as 
foon  as  the  rLMnforcements  joined  him,  that  he  fhould  pro- 
ceed down  the  Watenee,  oppofite  to  Camden,  intercept  any 
ilores  coming  to  the  enemy,  and  particularly  the  troops  from 
Ninety-Six,  who  were  I  ike  wife  withdrawn  from  that  poft. 
This  was  well  executed  by  Col.  Sumpter.     '     ' 

"  Having  cornmunicated  my  plan  to  the  general  officers, 
in  the  afternoon  ot  the  15th  inllant,  it  was  refolved  to  march 
at  ten  at  night,  to  take  poft  in  a  very  advantageous  fituation, 
with  a  deep  creek  in  front,  feven  miles  from  Camden  ;  the 
heavy  baggage,  &c.  being  ordered  to  m.arch  immediately  by 
the  Waxaw  road.     At  ten  the  army  began  to  march  in  the 
toUowing  order  :  Colonel  Armand's  legion   in    front,  fup- 
ported  on  both  flanks  by  Colonel  Potterfield's  regiment,  and 
the  light-infantry  of  the  militia,  the  advanced  guard  of  in- 
fanty,  the  Maryland  line  with  their  artillery  in  front  of  the 
brigades,  the  North   Carolina  militia.,   the  Virginia  militia, 
the   artillery,  &c,   and  the   rear  guard.     Having  marched 
above  five  miles,  the  legion  was  charged  l?y  the  enemy's  ca- 
valry, and  well  fupported  on  the  flanks  as  they  were  ordered, 
by  Colonel  Pottei  field,  who  beat  back  the  enemy's  horfe, 
and  was  himfelt  untortunately  wounded  ;  but  the  enemy's 
infantry  advancing,    with   a  very  heavy  fire,  the  troops  in 
front  gave  way  to  the  firft  Maryland  brigade,  and-a  contafion 
•nfued,  which  took  fome  time  to  regulate.     At  length,  the 
army  was  ranged  in  line  of  battle,  in  the  following  order. 
General  Gift's  brigade  upon  the  right,  with  his  right  clofe  to 
a  Isvamp,  the  North  Carolina  militia  in  the  center,  and  the  ; 
Virginia   militia,  with   the  light  infantry  and  Potterfield's 
corps,  upon  the  left;  the  artillery  divided  to  the  brigades, 
and  the  (irft  Maryland  brigade  as  a  corps  de  referve,  and  to 
cover  the  cannon  in  the  road,  at  a  proper  diftance  in  the  rear. 
Colonel  Armand's  corps  were  ordered  to  the  left,  to  fupport 
the  left  flank  and  oppofe  the  enemy's  cavalry.     At  day  light 
the  enemy  attacked  and  drove  in  our  light  pat;ty  in  front, 
when  I  ordered  the  left  to  advance  and. attack  the  enemy ; 
hut  to  !7iy  aftonifhment,  the  left  wing  and  North  Carolina 
militia  gave  way.     General  Gafwelland  myfelf,  aftifted  by 
a  number  ot  officers,  did  all  in  our  power  to  rally  the  brok- 
^  ;)  troops,  but  to  no  puipofe;  for  the  enemy  coming  round 
:':e  left  flank  of  the  Maryland  divilion,  completed  the  rout 
'4  the  whole   miliiia,  who    left  the  Contiuentals  to  oppofe 
!;ie  enemy's  whole   force.     1  en<leavfHjred,  with  General 
L>.j(vvdl,  to  rally  the  militia  at  fome  diftance,  on  an  advan- 
ugv.'jL:s  piece  of  ground,  but  the  enemy's  cavalry  continued 
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io  harrafs  their  rear,  they  ran  like  a  torrent,  and  bore  all  be-      1780. 
fore  them.     Hoping  yet,  that  a  few  miles  in  the  rear,  they    * — y*— ^ 
might  recover  from  their  panic,  and   again  be  brought  into 
order;  1  continued  my  endeavour,   but  this  likewife  proved 
in  vain. 

The  militia  having  taken  to  the  woods,  in  all  direftions, 
I  concluded  with  General  GaAvell  to  retire  towards  Char- 
lotte. I  got  here  late  iaft  night,  but  reflcfting  that  there 
was  no  profpeft  ot  coUefting  a  torce  at  that  place,  adequate 
to  the  defence  of  the  country,  I  proceeded  with  all  pofTible 
difpatch  hither,  to  endeavour  to  fall  upon  fome  plan  of  de- 
fence, in  conjundl'ion  with  the  Legiflative  body  of  the  State, 
I  (hall  immediately  difpatch  a  flag  to  "Lord  Cornwallis,  to 
know  the  (ituation  of  our  wounded,  and  the  number  and 
condition  oi  the  prifoaers  in  his  hands. 

The  30th  of  the  month  he  writes  General  Waflhington,  as 
follows  : 

•♦  Since  my  public  letter  to  Congrefs,  I  have  been  able  to 
co1le6f;  authentic  returns  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miffing 
of  the  officers  of  the  Maryland  line,  Delaware  regiment,  ar- 
lillerifts,  and  thpfe  of  the  legion  under  Colonel  Armand. 
They  are  enclofed. 

•*'  The  militia  broke  fo  early  in  the  day  and  fcattered  in  fo 
mJiny  dire£lions  upon  their  retreat  that  very  few  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  By  the  firmnefs  and  bravery 
of  the  Continental  troops,  the  vi8:ory  is  far  from  bloodlefs 
on  the  part  of  the  foe,  thev  having  upwards  of  five  hundred 
men,  with  officers  in  proportion,  killed  and  wounded.  Lord 
Cornwallis  remained  with  his  array  at  Camden  when  I  re- 
ceived the  Iaft  accounts  from  the.nce.  Two  days  after  the 
a6iion  of  the  16th,  fortune  feemed  determined  to  continue 
to  diftrefs  us;  for  Colonel- Sumpter,  having  marched  near 
forty  miles  up  the  river  Wateree,  halted  with  the  waggotis 
and  priforiers,  he  had,  taken  on  the  15th.  By  fome  indifcre- 
tion,  the  men  were  furprifed,  cut  off  from  their  arms,  the 
whole  routed,  and  the  waggons  and  prifoners  retaken.  Col- 
onel Sumpter,  fince  his  furprife  and  defeat  up  the  weft  fide 
of  the  Wateree,  has  reinftated  and  increafed  his  corps  to 
upwards  of  one  thoufand  meri.  I  have  direfted  him  to  con- 
tinue to  harrafs  the  enemy  upon  that  fide ;  Lord  Cornwallis 
will  therefore  be  cautious  hbw  he  makes  any  confiderable 
movement  to  the  eaflward,  while  this  corpfe  remain  in  force 
vipon  his  left  flank,  and  the  main  army  is  in  a  manner  can- 
toned in  his  front.  Anxious  for  the  public  good,  1  fhalf 
continue. my  unwearied  endeavours  to  flop  the  progrefs  of 
the  enemy,  to  reinftate  our  aflfairs,  to  re-commence  an  of- 
fenfive  war,  and  recover  our  loffes  in  the  fouthern  States." 
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1780.  Return  of  the  Continental  officers  killed,  woUnded,  cap- 

V— y^—i /  tivated  and  mifling,  makes  the  whole  number  to  be  tprty- 
eight.  Among  the  killed,  is  Baron  de  Katb,  a  Major-Gen- 
eral ;  while  leading  on  the  Maryland  and  Delaware  troops, 
he  was  pierced  with  many  wounds  and  foon  after  expired. 
He  was  a  brave  officer,  a  Knight  of  the  order  of  military 
merit,  and  a  Brigadiejj  of  the  armies  of  France. 

Seven  hundred  tpn  comtnifTioned  officers  and  foldlers  of 
the  Maryland  divifion  rejoined  the  army.  General  Gates's 
command  in  thefe  aftions  were  Hiid  to  confift  of  three  thou- 
fand,  of  which  number  were  only  nine  hundred  Continental 
regulars.  The  Royalifls  under  Lord  Cornwallis  were  up- 
wards ol  thirty-two  hundred  and  a  great  part  oi  them  regular 
troops. 

By  the  following  paragraph  in  Lord  Cornwallis's  letter  to 
Lord  George  Germaine,  giving  an  account  of  his  vidory, 
we  find  him  elated  with  fuccefs,  that  he  determined  to  puili 
on,  and  attempt  the  reduction  of  North  Carolina. 

"  On  the  17th  of  Auguft,  I  difpached  proper  people  io 
North  Carolina,  with  dire£lions  to  our  friends  there,  to  take 
arms,  and  allemble  immediately,  and  to  feize  the  njoft  violent 
people,  and  all  miliury  ftores  and  magazines,  belonging  to 
the  rebels,  and  to  intercept  all  ftraglers  from  the  routed  army; 
and  I  have  promifed  to  march  without  lofs  of  time  to  their 
fupport.  Some  necelfary  fupplies  for  the  army  are  now  on. 
tbeir  way  from  Charleilon,  and  I  hope  tlwt  their  arrival  will 
enable  m.e  to  move  in  a  few  days." 
Sept.  26.  Weft  Point  (on  the  Highlands  on  the  weft  fideof  Hudfon's 
River,  the  paiTage  of  communication  between  New  York 
and  Canada)  called  "  The  Key  of  New  York  River,"  about 
fjxty  miles  from  New  York  city,  an  important  poft  occupied 
by  the  Continentals, had  been  an  objeft,theredu£lion  of  which, 
hy  forcd,  had  been  attempted  by  the  Royalifts,  and  mifcar- 
ried.  It  was  attempted  again,  but  in  a  different  way,  by  the 
arts  of  bribery  and  corruption.  This  alfo  failed,  and  opened 
a  fcene  ot  the  blackeft  villainy. 

His  Excellency  General  Wafliington  being  on  a  journey 
to  Connefticut  on  continental  bufinefs  of  importance,  Ma- 
jor-General  Greene,  whd  had  command  of  the  army  in  his 
abfence,  informed  them  in  his  orders  of  the  26th  ot  Septem- 
ber,  that  "Treafon  of  the  blackeft  die  was  yefterday  difcov- 
ered.  General  Arnold  who  commanded  at  Weft  Point,  loft 
to  every  fentiment  oP  honour,  ot  private  and  public  obliga- 
tion, was  about  to  dehver  up  that  important  pcft  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  Such  an  event  muft  have  given  the 
American  caufe  a  dangerous  if  not  a  fatal  wound;  happily  the 
treafon  has  been  timely  difcovered,  to  prevent  the  fatal  mil- 
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fortune.  The  providential  train  of  circumftances  which  led  1780. 
to  it,  affords  the  moft  convinping  proofs  that  the  libenies  ot  '^—v^^, 
America  are  the  objeft  of  divine  prote6lion.  At  the  fame 
time  that  the  treafon  is  to  be  regretted,  the  General  can- 
not help  congratulating  the  army  on  the  happy  difcovery. 
Our  enemies  defpairing  oi  carrying  their  point  by  force, aie 
praftifing  every  bafe  art  to  effeft  it  by  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion that  they  cannot  accomplifh  in  a  manly  way.  Great 
honour  is  due  to  the  American  army  that  this  is  the  firfl  ia- 
ilance  of  treafon  of  the  kind,  where  many  were  to  be  expeft- 
ed  from  the  nature  of  the  difpute,  and  nothing  is  fo  bright 
an  ornament  in  the  chara6ter  of  the  American  foldiers,  as 
their  having  been  proof  againft  all  the  arts  and  feduclions 
of  an  invidious  enemy.  Arnold  has  made  his  efcape  to  the 
enemy,  but  Major  Andre,  the  Adjutant- General  in  the  Britifti 
army,  who  came  out  as  a  Ipy  to  negotiate  the  bufinefs,  is  our 
prifoner." 

A  very  minute  detail  of  this  black,  tranfaclion,  waspublilli-  OBdben 
ed  as  contained  in  a  letter  from  a  gentleman,*  dated  "  Tap- 
pan,  Oftober  2d,  1780,"  and  is  as  follows,  viz.  "  He  [Ar- 
nold] began  his- negotiations  with  the  enemy  to  deliver  up 
Weft  Point  to  them,  long  before  he  was  invefled  with  the 
command,  and  whilft  he  was  ftill  in  Philadelphia  ;  after 
which  he  folicited  the  command  of  that  poft  [upon  General 
M'Dougal,  who  commanded  there,  being  chofen  a  member 
of  Congrefs]  for  the  oftenfible  reafon  that  the  wound  in  his 
leg  incapacitated  him  for  an  aftive  command  in  the  field. 
It  was  granted  him  on  the  6th. of  Auguft  laft  ;  fince  which 
he  has  been  as  affiduous  as  poffible  in  ripening  his  plans,  but 
the  various  pofitions  the  army  afTumed,  prevented  their  being 
put  in  execution. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  21ft  ult.  he  had  an  interview  with 
Major  Andre,  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Britifh  army. 
This  gentleman  came  on  ihore  from  the  Vulture  man  of  war, 
which  lay  not  far  from  Pailer's  Point,  to  a  place  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  near  to  the  Haverftraw  MountainSj  where  he 
met  Arnold,  who  conduced  him  to  the  houfe  of  Jolhui 
Smith  (the  white  houfe)  within  our  lines,  and  only  two 
miles  from  Stoney  Point.  They  arrived  in  the  houfe  juft 
before  day,  and  ftayed  there  until  the  next  morning,  wheii 
Major  Andre  became  extremely  folicitous  to  return  by  the 
Way  he  camei  but  that  was  impoffible,  for  the  two  men  who 
Arnold  and  Smith  had  Xeduced  to  bring  him  on  fhore,  retuf- 
ed  to  carry  him  back  ;  it  then  was  abfolutely  neceflary  he 

*  Said  to  have  been  written  by  a  General,  who  hold^  art 
important  pojl,  at  prefent,  under  the  Federal  Government, 
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1780,  (Hould  return  to  New  York  by  land.  He  changed  his 
---.y^mm/  drefs  and  name,  and  thiis  difguifed,  palFed  our  pofts  at  Stoney 
and  Verplank  Points,  on  the  22d  ult.  in  company  with  the 
faid  Jofhua  Smith  brother  to  William  Smith,  Efq.  chief 
Juftice  within  the  Britifli  lines ;  he  lodged  that  night  at  Clan 
Pond  with  Smith,  aod  in  the  morning  left  Smith,  and  took 
the  road  to  Tarrytown,  where  he  was  taken  by  fame  militia 
lads  about  filteen  miles  from  King's  bridge.  He  offered 
them  any  fum  of  money,  and  goods,  if  they  would  pemit  him 
to  efcape  ;  but  they  readily  declined,  and  moll  inflexibly  ad- 
hered to  it ;  that  ten  thoufand  guineas,  or  any  other  fum 
would  be  no  te!nptation  to  them.*  It  was  owing  to  this 
virtue,  as  glorious  to  America,  as  Arnold's  apoffacy  is  dif- 
gracelul,  that  his  abominable  crimes  were  difcovered.  The 
lads  in  fearching  him,  [Andre]  found  concealed  under  his 
llockings  in  his  boots,  papers  of  the  highell  importance,  viz. 
a  pals  from  General  Arnold  to  John  Anderfon  (the  name 
Maj  jr  Andre  had  alTumed) — artillery  orders  of  September 
^th— edimate  of  the  forces  at  Well  Point  in  September — 
eltimate  of  men  to  man  the  works — return  of  ordnance  in 
September — remarks  on  the  works  at  Weft  Point,  &c. 

"  Befides  which,  it  appears  that  Arnold  had  carried  with 
him  10  the  interview,  a  general  plan  of  Weft  Point  and  its 
vicinity,  and  all  the  works;  and  alfo  particular  plans  of  each 
-work  on  a  large  fcalc — all  elegantly  drawn  by  the  engineer 
at  that  pof^.  But  thefe  were  not  delivered  to  Major  Andre, 
and  from  their  requiring  much  time  to  copy,  it  is  fuppofed 
they  were  not  to  be  delivered  until  fome  future  period. 

"From  fomecircumftances,it  appears  that  it  was  not  Arnold's 
intention  to  have  deferted,  but  that  he  meant  to  be  taken  at 
his  poft,  which,  from  bis  diftribution  of  the  troops  it  was  very 
eafy.to  have  feized. 

*'  His  Excellency  the  General,  on  his  return  to  camp, deter- 
mined to  vifit  Weft  Point,  and  in  purfuance  of  that  plan  was 
viewing  forae  redoubts  which  lay  in  his  way  to  Arold's  quar- 
ters.    He  had  fent  out  fervants  there,  and  Major  Shaw,  and 

*  John  Paulding,  David  IVilliams,  and  Ifaac  Van  Vert, 
zuert  the  lads  who  intercepted  Major  Andre,  and  fo  nobly  re. 
Jujed  his  bribes.  Congrefs  having  a  high  fenfe  of  their  vir- 
tuous conduB,  crdered  that  each  oj  them  receive^  annually, 
out  of  the  public  Trea/ury,  two  hundred  dollars,  in  fpecie, 
or  an  equivalent  in  the  Continental  money,  during  life.  And 
that  a  fiver  medal,  on  one  fide  of  which  jliall  be  ajfiield  with 
this  infcnption,  ''FIDELITY,"  and  on  the  other,  the  follow- 
ing viatto,  "  Vincit  Amor  Patrice,"  to  be  prefented  to  tliem 
by  the  Commander  in  chief 
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)r.  M'Henry  had  arrived,  and  were  at  breakfad  with  the 
raitor,  when  he  received  intelhgence  by  letter  that  Andre 
\fA$  taken;  his  confufion  was  vifible,  but  no  peri'on  could 
levife  the  caufe.  He  hurried  to  his  barge  with  the  utmoft" 
irecipitadon,  after  having  left  word  that  "  He  was  going 
iver  to  Weft  Point,  and  fhould  be  back  immediately" — this 
/as  about  ten  in  the  morning  of  the  25th  ult. 

"  The  General  proooeded  to  view  the  works,  wondering 
(-here  Arnold  could  be  ;  but  about  four  o'clock  in  the  ar- 
ernoon  he  was  undeceived  by  an  exprefs  with  the  papers, 
jken  on  Andre.  The  apoftate  at  this  time  was  on  board 
he  Vultyre,  which  lay  about  five  or  fix  miles  below, Stoney 
n^  Virplank's.  Points.  Major  Andre  was  brought  to  the 
General  at  Weft  Point,  and  from  thence  has  been  brought 
>  this  camp.  A  board  of  general  officers  have  examined 
ito  his  cafe,  and  upon  his  own  moft  candid  confeflion,  were 
f  opinion,  that  he  was  a  fpy,  and  according  to  the  cullom 
nd  ufages  of  nations,  he  ought  to  luffer  death  ;  and  about 
vo  hours  ago  he  was  executed.  This  genileman  was  in 
le  higheft  degree  of  reputation  in  the  Britifh  army,  of  the 
loft  polite  and  accomplilhed  manners, extremely  beloved  by 
tr  Hepry  .Clinton.  His  deportment  whil^  a  piifoner  was 
indid  and  dignifietl.  He  requefted  no  favour,  but  to  die 
le  death  of  a  foldier,  and  not  on  a  gibbet.  Rigourous  pol- 
y  forbid  granting  a  favour,  which  at  fitft  fliHi  feems  imma- 
:rial.  Our  army  fympathize  iij  the  mistortunes  of  ihis 
hcjkrfidd  of.  the  day.  But  had  i»e  poffefTed  a  portion  of  al  1 
le  Kings  on  earth,  juftice  and  policy  would  have  diftated 
is  death.  The  enemy,  from  hints  that  Tome  of  the  officers 
'oppcd,  appeared  to  be  inclined  to  deliver  Arnold  into  our 
tnds  for  Major  Andre,  but  they  have  fihce  declared  it  was 
npoflible.  ^  If  it  could  have  been  effefted,  our  defire  to  get 
mold  would  have  rendered  the  exchange  eafy  on  our  part, 
he  Britilh  army  were  in  the  utmoft  afllittion  on  the  account 
f  Major  Andre,  and  have  fent  repeated  flags  on  the  fubje6i. 
efterday  they  fent  General  Robertfon,  Andrew  -Eliot  and 
/illiam  Smith,  Efquires ;  the  two  latter  were  not  permitted 
I  land.  General  Greene  met  General  Robertfon  ;  he  had 
athing  material  to  urge,  but  that  Andre  had  come  on  fhore 
ider  the  fanftion  of  a  flag,  and  therefore  could  rot  be  con- 
iered  as  a  fpy.  But  this  is  not  true.  He  came  at  nighty 
id  no  flag,  and  on  bufinefs  totally  incompatible  with  the 
iture  of  a  flag.  He  alfo  faid,  "  they  fhould  retaliate  on 
ime  people  in  New  York  and  Charlefton ;  but  he  was  told 
lat  fuch  converfation  could  neither  be  heard  nor  under- 
ood.    After  which  he  iiri>;ed  the  releafe  of  Andre  on  nxo^ 
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tives  of  humanity,  and  becaufe  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  much 
attached  to  him. 

The  author  of  the  foregoing  letter  concludes  it  with  fay- 
ing, "  I  have  been  particular  in  this  narration,  not  knowing 
V'hat  flrange  flories  you  will  have  on  the  fubjecl." 

The  court  martial,  for  trial  ol  Major  Andre,  confifted  of 
thirteen  General  ofHcers.  Major-Generai  Greene  Prefident, 
and  John  Lawrence,  Efij,  Advocate  General. 

Arnold,  for  a  pecuniary  reward,  belrayed  his  truft.  He 
would  have  facrificed  the  lives  of  his  countrymen,  and  by- 
deliveiy  of  the  tortrefs,  done  irreparable  injury  to  his  coun- 
try;  but  all  gracious  heaven  interpofed,  and  prevented  his 
nelarious  dehgns  taking  cfFeft.  Though  he  efcap(5d  the 
punilhment  he  deferved,  by  a  flight  to  theeoerny,  yet  W 
cannot  efcape  the  remonilrances  of  his  confcience,  which, 
peihaps,  in  fome  period  of  his  life,  may  give  hirn  feverer 
pain  than  any  bodily  infliftionr  Nor  will  the  -infamy  he 
hath  brought  on  his  charafter,  ever  be  effaced. 

Bcfides  the  money  he  had,  or  was  to  receive  from  the  en-  ; 
emy,  it  is  probabr©  he  was  aHuated  parily  by  a  fpirit  of  re-  * 
venge  in  this  ignominious  tranfaftion,  from   the  following' 
circumftances  which  have  been  related.     He  was  cenfured^ 
for  his  mal-pratlices  at  Philadelphia,  aftejrthe  jpidlifli  fojrce ; 
He  was  impeacn^tjy  the  execii- 
^nd  tried    by  a  court   martial  at 
Mui  riflown  ;  and  though  f^und  guilty  of  fome  of  the  charg- 
t:s,  (o  tender  weie  they  of  Wm,  that  he  was  only  repjimand- 
ed  by  the  comm-judcr  in  cHief.     He  was  acculed  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on'  p^-ivate  property,  and  felling  large 
quantities  of  goods  at  priva'te  falcj  through  his  agents.     He 
was  cOi^vifted  ot  granting  a  pafs  contrary  to  general  orders^ 
to  favour  a  fcheme  of  peculation,  and  employing  waggons 
for  his  own  private  ufc'  at  improper  times.  , 

Henry  Laurens,  ./Efq.  late  Prefident  of  Congrefs  (taken 
on  his  paflage  to  Holland;  was  committed  to  the  tower  of 
London,  by  a  Warrant  of  this  date,  figned  by  the  three  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State,  Stormont,  Hillfboiough  and  Ger- 
maine  ;  duefted  to  Charles  Earl  Cornwallis,  conltable  of  the 
tower,  and  his  deputy.  He  is  committed  till  further  orders  or; 
fufpicion  of  treaion,  in  the  revolted  colonies. 

In  this  month,  a  new  arrangement  of  the  continental  army, 
was  refolved  on  by  Congrefs. 

The  reoular  army  of  the  United  States,  from  and  after  the 
firft  day  of  January,  1781,  to  confift  of  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  or  light  dragoons,  four  regiments  of  artillery,  forty- 
nine  regiments  of  infantry,  exclufive  of  Colonel  Hazen's, 
called,    *'  The  Congrefs*  own  regiment" — one  reginrent  of 
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artificers.     The  fefpeftive  States  to  furnifh  their  quotas  as      1780, 
proportioned  by  Congrefsi     That  no  new  appointments  ot"    ^  \^    f 
the  States,  to  command  the  regiments,  be  made  of  a  higher 
rank  than  a  Lieutenant- Colonel  Commandant.     And  as  by 
the  toregoine  arrangement  rnany  deferving  officers  may  be- 
come fupernumerary,  Congrefs  refolved, 

"  That  alierthe  reform  ot  the  army  takes  place,  the  offi- 
cers fhall  be  eiuitled  to  half  pay  tor  feven  years,  in  fpecie,  or 
Other  current  money  equivalent  ;  and  to  have  grants  of  land 
at  the  clofe  ot  the  year,  agreeable  to  the  refolution  of  the 
l6th  of  September,  1776." 

Some  ddvs  after  the  above  refolves,  Congrefs  made  an  al- 
teration,,.and  in  (lead  of  the  four  regiments  01  cavalry,  re- 
folvert,  'V, 

"That  there  be 'tqur  legionary  corps,  confiding  partly  of 
mounted  dragoons,  a(pd  two  troops  ot  difmounted  dragoons, 
that  there  be  two  partiian  corps,  confilting  of  mounted  and 
difmounted  dragoons,  cqie  nl  which  corps  to  be  commanded 
by  Colonel  Armand,  an](i  the  other  by  Major  Lee.  The  of- 
ficers who  continue  in  fervice  to  the  end  of  the  war  to  be 
entitled  to  half  pay  during  life,  to  commence  from  the  time 
of  the  reduclion. 

An  officer  of  diftincfion  In  the   Continental  army,   gives      OH.   ■■io. 
the   following  rebtrbn  ot    an   atlioa  between   General  Van 
Renfelacr,  arvd^Sir  John  Johnlon  : 

"  General  Van  Renielaer,  with  the  militia,  and  the  new 
levies,  under  Colonel  Du  Bois,  engaged  the  enemy  under 
Sir  John  Johnfon,  yefterday  morning,  at  Fox's  Mills,  Try- 
on-county  ;  and  after  a  very  fevere  aftion  of  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  forced  them  to  give  way,  and  crofs  the  river,  leaving 
their  plunder,  baggage,  and  prifoners  behind  tlicm.an  hour's 
light  would  have  given  us  the  whole  party.  The,  aclion  was 
general  and  vigorous.  Colonel  Brown  was  killed  in  fkirraiffi- 
ing  the  fore  part  ot  the  day.  The  country  is  defolated  trom 
Fort-Hunter  up  to  Stone-Arabia,  and  in  part«of  it,  the  grain 
and  forage  all  deftroyed."  The  above  party  alfo  deftroved 
Scholarit;  the  inhabitants  got  into  the  tort,  who,  with  tiie 
garrifon,  are  fafe. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton  having  appointed  Brigadier-General 
Leilie  to  command  an  expedition  to  Chefapcak ;  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  troops  deflined  tor  that  fervice,  invaded 
Virginia,  and  endeavoured  to  cftablith  a  poll  there. 

Governour  jefferfnn  of  Virginia,  in  a  letter  trom  Rich- 
niond,  congratulates  Congrefs  "  On  the  fmall  dawn  of  good 
fortune  which  at  length  appeared  in  the  T  uih,"  of  which  he 
was  in'ormed  by  difpatches  fiom  Gencial  Gates  containing 
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1780.     the  account  of  fome  fuccefles  in  that  quarter,  after  the  unfor- 
V  .  y    ^    tunate  a£lion  near  Camden. 

Colonel  Clark  with  one  hundred  riflemen  forced  his  way 
through  South  Carolina  to  Georgia  ;  on  his  route  thither 
being  joined  by  feven  hundred  men,  he  proceeded  to  the 
town  of  Augujla  and  took  it ;  but  not  finding  it  prudent  to 
continue  there,  he  retreated  to  the  upper  part  of  South  Ca- 
rolina in  Ninety-Six  diflrift,  and  made  a  fland  with  eight 
hundred  men. 

Od,  7.  "  Colonel  William  Campbell  defeated  Major  Fergufon, 
the  noted  loyal  partlzan,  the  feventh  of  the  month.  By  his 
account  we  learn  on  his  receiving  intelligence  that  Major 
fergufon  had  advanced  upas  far  as  Gilbert.town,in  Ruiher-^' 
lord  county,  and  threatened  to  crofs  the  mountains  to  the 
weftern  waters,  he  was  joined  by  the  Cols.  Shelby,  Seiver, 
M'DoweljCleavlandand  J.  Wiliia.ns.thefe  comb1ned,made 
fheir  force  to  conlift  of  about  eighteen  hundred  militia. 
A  council  of  the  principal  officers  having  thought  it  advifa- 
ble  to  purfue  the  enemy,  with  nine  hundred  of  the  heft 
horfemen,  and  leave  the  reft  to  follow.  They  began  their 
purfuit  about  eight  o'clock  the  fame  evening,  and  marching 
all  night  came  up  with  the  enemy  about  three  o'clock,  P. 
M.  of  the  7th,  who  lay  encamped  on  the  top  of  King's 
Mountain,  twelve  miles  north  of  the  Chero'kee-tord,  in  the 
canfidence  they  could  not  be  forced  from  fo  advantageous 
a  poft.  They  got  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  enemy 
betoie  they  were  difcovered.  Colonel  Shelby's  and  Col- 
onel Campbell's  regiments  began  the  attack,  and  kept  up  a 
fire  on  the  enemy  while  the  right  and  left  wings  were  ad- 
vancing forward  to  furround  them,  which  was  done  in  about 
live  minutes,  and  the  fire  became  general  all  round.  The 
engagement  lafted  an  hour  and  five  minutes ;  the  greatcft 
part  of  which  time,  a  heavy  and  incelTant  fire  was  kept  on 
both  fides.  His  men,  in  fome  parts  where  the  regulars 
fought,  were  obliged  to  give  way  a  fmall  diftance,  two  or 
thiee  times,  but'rallied  and  returned  with  additional  ardour  to 
the  attack. 

Tiie  troops  upon  the  right  having  gained  the  fummit  of  the 
^  •  eminence,  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat  along  the  top  of  the 
ridgeio  where  Colonel  Cleavland  commanded,  and  were  there 
,  Itopped  by  his  brave  men  ;  a  flag  was  immediately  hoifted 
by  Captain  Depcyefter,  the  commanding  officer,  as  a  fignal 
to  furrender  (Major  Furgufon  having  been  killed  a  little  be- 
fore.) The  firing  immediately  ceafed,  and  the  enemy  laid 
down  their  arms,  the  greateft  part  of  them  loaded,  and  fur- 
rendered  themfelves  at  difcretion. 

It  appealed  by  Colonel  Campbell's  relation,  that  from  the 
ejicniy's  own  provifion   returns  for  that  day   found  in  the 
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camp,  that  their  whole  force  confifted  of  eleven  hundred  antj  1780. 
twenty-five  men.  Eighteen  of  the  regular^  were  killed,  one  ^-i^-^ 
hundred  and  three  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  :  Two  hun- 
derd  an^  fix  of  the  lories  were  killed^  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-eight wounded  and  fix  hundred  and  twenty-nine  were 
made  prifoners.  Colonel  Campbell's  lofs  was  twenty-eight 
killed  (among  whom  was  Colonel  Williams]  and  fixty  were 
wounded. 

The  trade  of  Great  Britain  having  greatly  fufFered  by  the 
captures  made  by  American  armed  veffels,  the  Britilh  con- 
certed meafures  to  difcourige  privateering  in  the  States,  and 
as  one  means  to  efFeft  this  purpofe,  th^y  came  to  a  refolu- 
tion  "  Not  to  exchange  in  America,  the  Captains  or  com. 
manders  of  fuch  armed  vejfels,  but  to  fend  them  prifoners  to 
England."  This  refolution  was  put  in  execution,  and  was 
a  diflreffing  circumflance  to  the  families  of  fuch  as  refided 
in  the  States. 

Afa;(?r.G(f«fra/Gr<r<?n  was  appointed  to  fucceed  General 
Gates  in  South  Carolina  at  a  very  critical  period. 

The  capture  of  Charlelf  on,  the  defeat  of  General  Gates, 
and  the  fuccefTes  of  Tarleton,  had  brought  the  Continental 
affairs  into  a  very  hazardous  fituation  in  that  quarter,  and 
afforded  very  unfavourable  profpeQs  there  ;  but  not  long  af- 
ter General  Green's  arrival,  things  took  a  different  turn,  and 
appearances  were  more  promifing  on  the  fide  of  the  Conti- 
nentals, -  Oc7.3t. 

The  refoluiions  of  Congrefsfora  new  arrangement  of  the 
army,  was  not  conformable  to  their  expeftations,  and  caufed 
uneafinefs  among  them.  The  Commander  in  chief  faw  a 
ftorm  was  gathering,  and  thought  it  prudent,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  to  communicate  his  opinion  to  Congrefs,  on  the  beft 
means  to  avert  it.  On  the  nth  of  the  month,  he  informed 
Congrefs,  "  That  the  general  topic  of  declamation  in  the 
army  was,  that  it  was  as  hard  as  difhonourable,  for  men,  who 
had  made  every  facrifice  to  the  fervice,  to  be  turned  out  of 
it  at  the  pleafure  of  thofe  in  power,  without  an  adequate 
compenfation.  Too  many  of  the  officers  wifh  to  get  rid  of 
their  commiflTions,  but  they  are  not  willing  to  be  forced  to  it." 

The  Commander  in  chief  in  his  communication  to  Con- 
grefs, fuggefts  the  policy  of  making  ample  provifion,  both 
for  the  officers  who  flay,  and  for  thofe  who  are  reduced. 
He  recommended  what  he  thought  would  be  the  mofl  eco- 
nomical, the  mofl  politic,  and  the  mofl  effeftual  provifions 
viz.  a  half  pay  for  lite.  "  Supported  (the  General  fays)  by 
a  profpeft  of  a  permanent  dependence,  the  officers  would  ' 
be  tied  to  the  fervice,  and  would  fubmit  to  many  momentary 
preventions,  and  to  the  inconveniences  which  the  fituation 
©f  public  fervice  made  unavoidabk.     If  the  objeftion  drawn 
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1780.  from  the  principle  that  this  meafure  is  incorapatitte  with 
y  t  ^vJ  the  genius  ot  our  government,  be  thought  infurmouniable,  1 
would  propofe  a  fubftitute,  lefs  eligible  in  my  opinion,  but 
which  may  anfwer  the  purpofe  ;  it  is  to  make  the  prefent  half 
pay,  tor  feven  years,  whole  pay  for  the  fame  period,  to  be  ad- 
vanced at  two  different  payments,  one  half  in  a  year  after  con- 
clufion  of  peace,  the  other  half  in  two  years:  lubfequent  to 
thefirfl."  ,;  ,  • 

His  Excellency  aUo  takes  notice  of  the  injuries  and  in- 
conveniences that  attead  a  continual  change  ot  officers,  and 
confequent  promotions  in  the  army,  I 

Soon  after  Congrefs  were  pofTeffed  ol  the   fentiments  of    1 
General  Walhington  they  refolved,  "That  the  commander 
in  chief,  and  commanding  officer  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment, direft  the  officers  ot   each   State  to  meet,  and  agree 
upon  the  officers  for  the  regiments  to  be  raited  by  their  ref- 
peftive  States,  fromthofe  who  incline  to  continue  in  fervice, 
and  where  it  cannot  be  done  by  agreement,  to  be  determined 
by  feniority ;  and  make  return  ot  thofe  who  are  to  remain, 
which  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  together  with  the  jy^ 
names  of  the  officers  reduced,  who  are  to  .  be  allowed  half-    I 
pay  for  life.     That  the  officers  who  thall  continue  in  fervice 
to  the  end  of  the  war,  thall  alfo  be  entitled  to  half-pay  dur- 
ing life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  their  reduftion." 

Thefe  refolutions  had  a  falutary  efFecit,  and  kept  matters 
quiet  for  a  time. 
Nov.  20.  Major-General  Greene  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs  an  ac- 
count of  a  fuccefsful  aftton  ot  General  Sumpter,  at  Black 
Forks,  on  Tryon  river,  which  happened  this  day. 
•  General  Sumpter  engaged  with  a  body  of  three  hundred 
cavalry,  Tarlton's  legion^  and  about  two  hundred  and  fifty 
Britith  infantry.  The  conflift  was  warm  and  the  enemy  re- 
pulfed.  They  rallied,  and  on  a  fecond  charge  were  repulf- 
ed  again.  •  Tkey  made  a  third  effort,  but  a  tire  from  an  emi- 
nence of  the  Continentals,  gave  them  an  efieclual  check  ; 
they  quitted  the  field  and  retired,  leaving  ninety  dead,  and 
an  hundred  wounded.  Only  three  were  killed,  and  four 
wounded  on  the  part  ot  the  Continentals,  among  the  latter, 
is  General  Sumpter.  Some  tories  from  the  out  polls  ot  the 
Britith,  on  Crane  and  Lynch  creeks,  advanced  to  intercept 
the  waggons,  and  avail  thfemfelves  of  the  fupplies  from  thofe 
i'ettlements  defigned  for  the  advanced  troops  under  the  Con- 
tinental General  Smallwood,  who, having  intelligence  of  it, 
difpatched  General  Morgan  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Walh- 
ington to  prevent  it.  The  Lieutenant-Colonel  having  nc> 
artillery,  made  ufe  of  the  toliowing  ftratagcm  : 
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He  mounted  a  log,  and  holding  out  the  appearance  of  an       1780. 
attack  with  field  pieces,  gained  hiS  point  by  fending  a  flag,    V-i^yi-iJ 
■  and  demanding  an  iitnnediate  furrender  of  Colonel  Rugele^ 
and  his  party,  who,  on  tlte  approach  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walhington,  had  retired  to  a  loged  barn  on  Rugeley's  plant- 
'  ation  ;  they  furrenidered  without  firing  a  gun  :  And  on 
]      Colonel  Trirleion's  legion  receiving  a  fcvere  repulfe  in  at-     Bee.  25o 
5  templing  to  furprize  Colonels  Marrianand  Clarke,  who,  with 
a  detachment  of  five,  or  fix  hundred  men,  were  polled  in  the 
Diltii^tof  Ninety-fix.     Upwards  of  an  hundred  of  the  ene- 
my were  lett  dead  on  the  fpot,and  a  great  number  wounded. 
Tarleton  having  received  many  wounds  returned  to  Charlef- 
tdn.     By  theaccount  given  of  this  affair,  the  lofs  of  the  Con- 
tinentals did  not  exceed  ten  in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  difputes  between  England  and  Holland,  had  rifen 
to  a  height  thai  could  be  lerrninated  only  by  a  war  between 
them. 

The  King  of  Great  Brirain  began  it,  and  in  a  formal  man- 
^  ner  ordered  general  reprizals  on  Holland  of  rubie6ls  and  ef- 
;fe6ls. 

;       Died  at  Newport  this  day,  '*  His  Excellency  Charles  Louis     J)ec,  22, 

^De  Ternay,  Knight  ot  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  and  Governour 

;  ol  the  iflaiids  ut   France  and  Bouibon,  cojumander  in  chief 

of  the  French  fleet  in  the  American  feas.     The  command 

devolves  on  M.  D'Ellouches,  Captain  and  Brigadier  oi  the 

naval  army." 

This  month  the  Continental  army,  under  the  immediate 
command  of  General  Walhington  went  iiito  winter  quarters 
on  Hudfon  river.  The  comimander  in  chief  fixed  his  head 
quarters  at  New-Windfor  on  the  weft  or  Jerfey  fide,  nearly 
oppofiteto  Fifli-Kill. 

Major. General  Morgan  in  a  letter  to  General  Greene,  of  Decxt, 
>  this  date,  informed  him  of  the  fuccefs  of  Lieiuenant-Colonel 
Walhington,  in  defeating  a  body  ot  Georgia  tories,  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  in  number,  who  had  advanced  as  tar  as 
Fair-Foreft,  and  were  infulting  and  plundering  the  people 
in  that  neighbourhood  :  They  had  retreated  on  hearing  of 
his  approach.  The  next  day  he  came  up  with  them  about 
forty  miles  frcm  Pacolet  creek  (where  morgan  was  encamp- 
ed.} They  w'ere  alarmed,  and  fiew  to  their  horfes.  Wafh- 
ington  extended  his  mounted  riflemen  on  the  wings  and 
charged  in  front  with  his  own  regiment.  The/  fled  precipi- 
tately without  making  any  refi fiance  :  an  huncTred  and  fifty 
were  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  thirty  taken  prifoners, 
Vox.U.  A- a 
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17B1.       what  makes  this   fuccofs   more  valuable,  General   Mor:giati 
^^ — y— -^    v\'iires,  is,  becaufe  it  was  obtained  without  the  lofs  o4  a  man 
on  Wafliington's  fide.  , 

,  It  appears  by  the  above  relation,  to  be  almoft  a  total  over- 
throw on  the  part  of  the  tories.  Only  feveniy  ol  their  whole 
number  escaped. 

Jan.  ^.        The  CommilTary  of  prifoners  having  laid  before  Congiefs 
an  account  of   their  fuuation,    and  the  treatment  the  Comi- 
nen'als  had  received  in  the  hands  ot  the  enemy.    A  commiitee 
olCont^r^ifs  appointed  on  this  bnrmels,  made  report,   "  That 
notwithft-mding every  effort  of  Congrefs  to  obtain  tor  our 
peoule,  prifoners  in  the  enemy's  hands,  that  treatment  which 
hnmanitv  alone  Ihould  have  dictated,  theBritilh  commanders 
unmindful  of  the   tendernefs  exercifed  towards   their  men, 
prifoners  in  our  hands,  and  regardlefs  of  the  praftice  of  civ- 
ilized nations,   have  perfifled  in  treating  our   prifoners  with 
them,    with    every  fpecies   of  infult,  carnage  and   cruelty. 
Officers  and  men  are  indifcrirainately  thrown  into  the  holds 
of  prifon    Ihips,*   and  into   loathfome  dungeons,  and  there 
deprived  of  fuel,  and   the  common   neceflaries  of  life,   by 
which  means  many  of  the  citizens  of  thefe  States  have  been 
compelled  to  enter  into  their  fervice  to  avoid  thofe  diftrefTes 
which    a  condnft    fo   contrary   to  the  law  of  nations,    had 
brought  upon  them.     Our  feamen  taken  upon  the  American 
coaft,'  have  been  fent   to  Great-Britain,  or  other  pa^ris  be- 
yond'feas  to  prevent  their  being  exchanged,  or  to  force  them 
to  take  arms   againll  their  country  :  That  in  the  opini  )n  of 
the  committee, ^czw  exerci/'eof  the  lata  of  retalliation  is  become 
neceffary,  and  ajuflice  due  to  thofe  citizens  of  America  whom 
the  fortune  of   war  has  thrown  into  the  hands  of  our  enemy." 
In  confequence  of  this  reprefentation,  Congrefs  were  induc- 
ed to  pafs  the  following  refolve,  "  That  the  Britilh  prifoners 
Ihould  receive  the  fame  allowances  i^iud  tre;jtment  inevery  re* 
fpe6l  as  the  people  who  are  prifoners  receive  from  the  enemy, 
and  that  theBoardofAdmiralty  ifFue  orders  not  toexchangeany 
Biitifli  fea  officers  or  feamen,  until  the  ettemy  have  returned 
to  fome  of  the  garrifons  in  America  fuch  feamen  as  thev  have 
taken  upon  the  American   coaUs  and  fent  to   Great-Britain 
or  other  parts  beyond  feas,  and  to  continue  the   tieaiment 
till  Congrefs,  or  the  commander  in  chief,  Ihallljrder  other- 
wife." 

*  In  the  -Jerfey  prifon  Jhip,  at  Ntw  York,  periJJted  abovs 
eleven  thonfard,  the  laji  three  years. 

Dr.  Stile's  EleQion  3e.-raoa,  Ctnfiefiicut,  May,  1783.     Page- 76. 
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'Pi  number  of  troops  were  embaike^l  at  New  York,  for 
Virginia,  and  the  command  given  lo  the  apollaie  Arnold,  as 
a  fii  inllrument  to  piliage  and  diftrefs  the  inhabitants  ot  that    • 
State. 

A  difconteht  arofe  among  feme  of  the  Continental  fol- 
(liers  of  the  Pennfvlvanian  hne,  belonging  to  General 
Wayne's  divilion.  About  two  thoufand  ot  thefe,  headed  by 
a  Sergeant. Major,  mirched  ofFlrom  their  encampment  to- 
wards Delaware,  and  took  poft  at  Princetown. 

That  they  had  no  defign  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  is  evi- 
dent from  their  treatment  of  a  leigeant  of  the  Royal  army, 
and  one  Ogden,  an  inhabitant  of  New-Jerfey  (his  guide)  who 
came  with  propofdis  from  Sir  H.  Clinton,  which  they  not 
onlyrejefted  but  delivered  the  raelFengers  to  General  Wayne. 
■(On  the  loth  ot  the  month  they  were  tried,  and  afterwards  Jan.  lo 
executed  as  fpies.j 

The  difconient  of  the  foldiers  arofe  from  the  terms  of  their 
enliftments  wanting  explanation,  wheiher  it  was  ior  three 
years  or  during  the  war.  Some  invidious  compardotis  alfo 
were  made  between  the  large  bounty  given  lo  iliole,  whole 
times  were  cont'eiledly  out  ;  and  the  conduion  ot  thoK:2  who 
|tvere  engaged  during  the  war. 

^;  To  explain  matters  to  them,  a  Committee  ot  the  Council 
of  Pennfylvania,  and  a  Committee  of  Congrefs  repaired  lo 
the  Jerfies,  and  Commiffinners  being  appointed  to  hear  their 
complaints,  and  redrefs  their  grievances,  they  were  fatisfied, 
and  returned  to  their  duty  in  the  Continental  army. 

Holland  declaredvvar  againftEr. gland.  J^^n.  12 

Brigadier-General  Morgan,  having  defeated  a  detachnnent  Jan,  17 
of  the  Royalifts  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tarfeion,  at  a 
place  called  xhtCow-pens,  near  Pacolet  river  (S.  C.)  Major- 
General  Greene  forwarded  to  Congrefs-,  General  Morgan's 
letter  to  him,  containing  the  particulars  ot  the  action.  'The 
Brigadier v.'rites  thus:  "On  the  14th  of  [January,]-b<ivi'rig 
intelligence  that  the  Britiih  army  were  in  motion,  arrVi  that 
their  movements  clearly  iudicated  their  intention  of  dalodg^ 
ing  me,  1  abandoned  my  encampment  at  Grindales  tord, 
and  took  poflfefTion  of  a  pott  feven  miles  from  Cherokee-ford, 
on  Brond  river.  My  former  pofition  fubjefted  me  ai  once 
to  the  operations  ol  Lord  Comwallis  and  Colonel  Tarleton, 
and  in  cafe  ot  a  defeat,  my  retreat  might  eatily  have  been  cut 
off.  My  fituation  at  the  Cow-pens  enabled  me  to  improve 
any  advantages  that  I  might  have  gained,  and  to  provide  bet- 
ter for  my  fecurity  (hould  I  be  unfortunate.     Theie  reafons 
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1781.  InduceJ  me  to  take  this  poft,  notwithftanding  it  had  the  ap- 
^-y— ^  pearance  o[  a  reireal.  On  the  evening  of  the  16th  the  ene;. 
my  occupied  the  ground  we  removed  irom  in  the  morning. 
An  hour  before  day  hght,  one  of  my  fcouts  informed  me  they 
had  advanced  Vk^ithin  five  miles  of  our  camp  ;  on  this  intor- 
inaiion,  the  neceffary  difpohtions  were  made,  and  from  the 
alacrity  of  the  troops,  we  were  foon  prepared  to  receive  them. 
The  light  infantry,  commanded  by  Lieut.enant-Colonel  How- 
ard, and  the  Virginia  militia,  under  Major  Triplet,  were  form- 
ed on  a  rifing  ground;  the  third  regiment  of  dragoons  con- 
fiding of  about  eighty  men,  under  command  of  I:ieutenant- 
Colonel  Wafliington,  were  fo  poiled  in  their  rear,  as  not  to 
be  injured  by  the  enemy's  ftre,  and  yet  to  be  able  to  charge 
them,  (hould  an  occafjon  offer.  The  volunteers  from  North 
Carolina,  South  Caiolina,  and  Georgia,  under  conrimand  of 
Colonel  Pickens,  were  polled  to  guard  the  flanks.  Major 
M'Dowal,  of  the  North  Carolina  volunteers,  was  polled  on  . 
the  right  flank,  in  front  of  the  line,  one  hundred  and  fihy 
yards.  Major  Cuningham,  of  the  Georgia  Volunteers,  on  the 
left  at  the  fame  diltance  in  front.  Colonels  Brannons  and 
Thomas,  of  the  South  Carolina  volunteers,  on  the  right  of 
Major  M'Dowal;  and  Colonels  Hayes  and  M'Call,  of  the 
fame  corps  on  the  left  of  Major  Cunninghan^.  Captains 
Peter  and  Buchanan,  with  fome  rif|e-men,  were  to  lupport 
the  right  of  the  line.  The  enemy  drevv  up  in  one  line  four 
hundred  yard?  in  front  of  our  advanced  corps  ;  the  firfl  bat- 
talion of  the  feventy-firft  regiment,  was  oppofed  to  our  right, 
the  feventh  to  our  left,  the  legion  infantry  to  our  center,  and 
two  companies  of  light  troops,  of  one  hunQre>d  each,  on  oar 
flanks.  In  their  front  thev  moored  two  pieces  ot  artillery  ; 
and  Lieuienant-Colone!  Tarleton,  with  two  hundied  and 
eighty  cavalry,  were  pofted  in  the  rear  of  his  line.  The  dif- 
porition;"lbeing  thus  made,  fmall  parties  ol  rifle  men  were 
detacbed'to  fkirmifh  with  the  enemy,  on  which  their  whole 
line  advanced  with  the  greaieft  impetuolity,  thoutiug  as  they 
advanced. 

••  Majors  M'Dowal  and  Cunningham  gave  them  a  heavy 
and  galling  fire,  and  retreated  to  the  regiments  intended  tor 
their  fupport.  The  whole  of  Colonel  Pickens's  command 
then  kept  up  a  fire  by  regiments  retreating  agreeable  to 
orders.  When  the  enemy  advanced  to  our  line,  they  re- 
ceived a  well  direfted  and  inceffant  fire;  but  their  number 
being  fuperiour  to  ours,  they  gained  our  flanks  which  obliged 
us  to  change  ourpofition.     We  retired  in  good  order  abop.t 
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fifty  paces,  formed,  advanced  on  the  enemy  and  gave  them  1781. 
a  hrilk  fire,  which  threw  them  into  diforder.  Lieutenant.  ^-^.^^ 
Colonel  Howard  Obferving  this,  gave  orders  for  the  line  to 
cha'-ge  bayonets,  which  wa,  done  with  fiicli  addrefs,  that  the 
enemy  fled  with  the  irtmull  precipitation.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Wafhington  difcovering  that  thecavahy  were  cutting 
down  om  riflemen  on  the  lett,  he  charged  them  with  fuch 
firmnefs  as  obliged  them  to  retire  in  confufion.  The  enemy 
were  entirely  routed,  and  the  purfuit  continued  upwards  of 
twenty  miles.  Our  lofs  was  inconfiderable,  not  having  more 
than  twelve  killed  and  fixty  wounded.  The  enemy's  lofs 
was  ten  commiflioned  officers,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
rank  and  file  killed,  two  hundred  wounded,  twenty-nine 
commiflioned  officers,  and  above  five  hundred  prifoners, 
which  fell  into  our  hands.  With  two  pieces  of  artillery,  tw^ 
ftardards,  eight  hundred  mufquets,  one  travelling  lorge,  thir- 
ty-five baggage  waggons,  feventy  negroes,  and  upwards  of 
one  hundred  dragoon  horfes  with  all  their  mufic  ;  They  def- 
troyt'd  mofl  of  their  baggage  which  was  iramenfe.  Al- 
though our  fuccefs  was  complete,  we  fought  with  only  eight 
hundred  men,  and  were  oppofed  to  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
chofcn  Britilh  troops.  Such  was  the  inferiority  o(  our  num- 
bers, that  our  fuccefs  muft  be  attributed  under  God  to  the 
jufticeof  our  caufe,  and  the  bravery  of  our  troops. 

Lord  Cornwallis  upon  hearing  of  the  defeat  of  Tarleton, 
marched  in  purfuit  of  the  light  infantry  and  prifoners,  previ- 
ous to  which,  Brigadier-General  Morgan  had  made  forced  .  jfan.  7, 
inarches  tip  into  the  country  and  croffed  the  Catawba..  The 
morning  before  a  great  rain  fell,  which  fwelled  the  riv^r  lo 
fuv:h  a  degree  as  prevented  the  enemy  from  fording  feveral 
days.  During  which  time,  the  prifoners  had  got  over  the 
Yadkin  and   pafTed  Dan  river,  and  efcaped  him. 

Major-General  Qreene,  being  informed  of  the  move- 
ments of  Cornwallis  put  his  army  in  motion  on  Pedee,  and 
leaving  it  under  command  of  General  Auger,  fet  out  to  join 
the  light  infantry  camp  at  Shazards  fort  on  the  Catawba,  in 
order  to  colleQ  the  militia  and  embarrafs  the  enemy.  The 
enemy  crolled  at  M'Cowen's  lord  a  little  lower  down, 
where  General  Davidfon  with  a  party  of  militia  were  pofl- 
eri.  This  General  fell  on  the  fiift  difcharge  of  the  enemy, 
who  made  good  their  landing.  The  militia  retreated  and 
were  difperfed.  General  Greene  waited  for  the  militia  to 
colleft  at  a  place  appointed  for  a  rendezvous,  but  finding 
thify  did,  not  CQJlect,  the  light  infantry  continued  their  match 


20jS  An  Hijloricd  Jowmal  of 

to  Salifbury  and  crofled  the  Yadkin,,  but  the  enemy  ap- 
proaehed  before  they  had  got  over  all  their  baggage  and 
flores,  and  a  (kinnifliing  enfued.  The  boats  being  fecured, 
and  the  river  continuing  high,  the  enemy  were  for  fome  time 
flopped  in  their  purfuit.  General  Greene  not  being' able  to 
form  a  junftion  of  his  forces,  and  fearing  the  river  would  fall 
off  as  to  be  fordable,  ordered  his  army  to  file  off  to  Guildford 
court-houfe. 

The  enemy  having  crofTed  the  Yadkin  at  the  Swallow- 
ford,  advanced  within  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  of  GuiUord 
court-houfe.  General  Greene  now  ordered  the  (tores  and 
heavy  baggage  to  be  removed  to  Pi  ince  Edward's  court-houfe 
in  Virginia,  and  formed  a  light  army  to  hdrrafs  the  enemy 
in  their  progrefs,  whilff  he,  and  the  rell  of  his  army  crofled 
the  Roanoke  with  about  two  thoufand.  Lord  Cornwallis 
had  with  him  twenty  five  hundred.  He  afterwards  retreated 
with  his  troops  to  Hillfbarough,  where  he  divided  his  army 
into  three  d'vifiotis,  one  took  the  route  to  Salifbury,  another 
towards  Pedee,  and  the  third  towards  Wilmington  to  join  a 
body  that  bad  landed  at  Cape-Fear. 
Feb.  9.  M.  D'Eftouches  Chef  d'Efcadre  of  the  French  fquadron 
at  Newpoit,r  difpatched  fron^»  thence,  M.  Tilly  with  the 
Evcilie  of  fixty-four  guns  and  two  frigates  for  Virginia, 
wheie,  having  arrived,  they  captured  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
f]:ie-f  which  had  accomp^mied  Arnold  to  the  Chefepeak,  and 
in^fcfted  that  coaft,  (ome  fmali  vefTelstook  theiter  in  a  creek, 
a',>d  efcaped.  •  1  he  Fiench  commander  brought  off  the  Brit- 
lih  man 'of  war, /^(7ww/wj  of  forty  guns,  and  about  five  hun- 
d.ed  prifoners,  taken  in  the  various  velTels;  he  alfo  took  fix 
anned  tranlpoits,  laden  with  (lores,  but nt  tour  others,  and 
re'Liin^^d  to  Newport. 

March  K.  M.  D'Eftouches  having  failed  from  Newport  with  the 
principal  Ihips  of  the  Fiench  fquadron,  and  the  Romulus, 
tc'l  in  Nvith  Admiral  Arbuthnot's  fleet  of  nine  fail,  frora 
G?."';i  ci's  iiland.*  An  engagement  took  pldCe  this 
uiv  !  e'^een  the  two  fleets.  The  Britifli  being  much  (hat- 
lertd,  proceeded  to  Chefepeak,  and  the  Fiench  retuined  to 
Newport,  it  appeared  each  fide  were  willing  to  quit  the 
combat,  the  Biitith  were  rather  fuperior  in  force. 

Mar.  jj.  On  this  day  a  battle  was  fought  between  the  army  under 
Geneial  Greene,  and  the  Royalifis  undei-  Loid  Cornwallis 
at  Guilford  qourt-houfe,  North  CatoHna.     General  Greene, 

*  Gardiner's   JJland  adjoins   Lovg  Jflandv  and  is  diflant 

from  Nezvport  about  forty  miles. 
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in  his  letter  to  the  Piefid^nf  of  ^ongrcfs,  relates  the  follow, 
ing  pariiculafs  pt  the  allien. 

"  Ofi  the  morning  of  the  1,5th,  our  reconnoitering  parties 
reported,  the  enemy  was  advancing  to  the  great  Sahfbnrv 
road.  The  army  was  drawn  up  in  thre**  lines.  The  NoJtIi 
Caiolina  raihtia  under  Generals  Bmler  and  Eaton,  ihe  fee-- 
ctnd  ot  Virginia  militia  commanded  by  Generals  Stevens  and 
Ldwii)n,  forming  two  hiigades.ihe  third  line  et^ififting  of 
two  brigades,  one  of  Virginia  and  one  ot  Mciyland  Conti- 
Ben:als,  commanded  by  General  Hugar  and  Colonel  VViil- 
|iams.  Lieutenant- Colonel  Wafhington,  with  fhfe  dra* 
goons  of  the  fit  if  anil  third  regiments  o\  light-infantry,  corn- 
poled  of  Continental  troops,  and  a  regiment  of  rifle-men, 
under  Colonel  Lynch,  foimed  a  corps  of  oblervation,  for, 
the  fecuriiy  of  our  right  flank.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee 
with  his  legion,  a  detdchment  of  light-infantry,  and  a  corps 
of  rifle-men,  under  Colonel  Campbell,  formed  a  corps  of  ob- 
iTervation  for  the  (ecurity  of  our  left  flank.  The  greaidll 
part  of  the  country  is  a  wildernefs,  with  a  few  cleared  iields, 
interfperfed  here  and  there.  The  army  was  drawn  up  on  a 
large  hill  of  ground,  furrounded  by  other  hills,  the  greater 
part  ol  which  was  covered  with  timber  and  thick  und'er  bruflit 
The  hont  line  was  polled  with  two  field  pieces,  juft  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods,  and  the  back  of  a  fence  which  run  paral- 
lel with  the  line,  with  an  open  field  dire£liy  in  front.  The 
fecond  line  was  in  the  woods  about  three  hundred  yards,  in 
the  rear  of  the  fecond,*  with  a  double  tiont,  as  the.hiUs  (jlrew  , 
io  a  point,  where  they  were  polled  ;  and  on  thj  right  ^\ 
left  were  two  old  fields. 

.  "  In  this  pofiiion  General  Greene  waited  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  having  previoufly  fent. off  the  haggage  to  the 
iron  works  ten  miles  from  Guildford  court-houfe,  the  place 
appointed  to  rendezvous  at  in  cafe  of  a  defeat.  Lieute- 
nant-Colonel Lee,  met  the  enemy  on  their  advance,  and  had 
a  very  fevere  fkirmilh  with  Colonel  Tar'eton,  in  w!:i  h  lie 
enemy  fuffered  greatly.  Captain  Armftrong  charged  theBritifH 
Legion,  and  cut  down  near  thirty  of  their  dragoons,  but  as 
the  enemy  reinforced  their  advanced  party.  Lieutenant  Co- 
lonel Lee,  was  obliged  to  retire  and  take  his  pofifion  in  the 
line.  The  aftion  commenced  by  a  cannonade  which  lafted 
about  twenty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  advanced  in  three 
columns,  the  Heflians  on  the  right,  the  guard;?  in  the  centre, 
and  Lieutenant.  Colonel  Webfler's  brigade  on  the  left.  The 
whole  moved  through  the  old  fields.to  attack  the  North  Caro- 
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Unabrigades.who  waited  the  attack  until  the  enemy  got  within 
about  one  hundred  and  forty  yards,  when  part  oi  them  began 
a  fire  but  a  confiderable  part  left  the  ground  without  firing 
at  all.'  The  Generals  and  field  officers  did  all  they  could  to 
induce  the  men  to  itand  their  ground,  but  neither  the  advan- 
tages of  the  pofition,  nor  any  other  confideration  could  in- 
duce them  to  ftay.  The  Virginia  militia  gave  the  enemy  »  . 
warm  reception  and  continued  it  for  a  long  time,  but  beuig 
beat  back,  the  aftion  became  general  every  where.  The 
corps  ot  obfervation  under  Lieutenant  Colonels  Waflimg. 
ton  and  Lee  were  warmly  engaged  and  did  great  execution, 
the  conflift  was  long  and  fevere  and  the  enemy  only  gain- 
ed  their  point  by  luperior  difcipline.  They  having  htokc 
the  fecond  Maryland  regiment  and  turned  our  leh  flank  and 
got  into  the  rear  of  the  Virginia  brigade,  and  appearing  to 
be  p^aining  our  right,  which  would  have  encircled  the  whole 
of  the  Continental  troops,  General  Greene  thought  it  moft  .; 
advifable  to  order  a  retreat.  About  this  time  Lieutenant^ 
Colonel  WaOiington  had  made  charge  with  the  hoife  upon 
a  part  of  the  brigade  of  guards,  and  the  fit  ft  regiment  of  Ma- 
rylanders,  commanded  by  Colonel  Grenby,  and  feconded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Howard,  followed  the  horfe  with  their 
bayonets  ;  near  the  whole  o[  this  party  fell  a  facrifice.  Gen- 
eral  Hugar  was  the  laft  that  was  engaged,  and  gave  the  ene- 
my a  check. 

*'  We  retreated  in  good  order  to  the  Reedy  Foid  river  and 
crofTed  at  the  ford  about  three  miles  from  the  field  ot  aftion, 
i.  W  there  halted  and  drew  up  the  troops  until  we  colIe6led 
nioft  oi  our  (Iragglers.  We  loft  our  artillery  and  two  am- 
iDunition  waggons,  the  greaieft  part  al  our  horfes  being  kil- 
led belore  the  retieat  began,  and  it  being  impoflible  to  re^ 
move  the  pieces  along  the  g'eatroad.  After  coUefling  our 
flraggleis  we  retired  to  this  camp  (at  the  iron  worksj  ten' 
rniles  dillant  from  Guildford. 

"I'rom  the  beft  accounts  I  can  get,  the  enemy's  lofs  is  very 
f,reat,  not  lefs  than  6co  killed  and  wounded,  befides  fome' 
tew  prifoners  we  brought  off,  "  On  the  fide  of  the  Conti- 
nentals, General  Stevens  and  Hugar  were  wounded.  Gen- 
eral Greene  returned  379  killed,  wounded,  and  mifling, 
many  of  the  latter  went  to  iheir  homes  after  the  aftion,"  an 
officer  inXJeneral  Greene's  array,  rernaiked,  "  That  he  con- 
fidered  this  aftion,  with  reference  to  Cornwallis,  like  that 
of  Burgoyne's,  the  19th  of  Septenjber,  1777 ;  he  kept  in  the 
fecki,  but  it  proved  his  ruin." 
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A  letter  wrote  by  General  Greene,  feven  days  after  the  1781. 
aftioii,'  fays  :  "  That  Cornwalljs's  troops  were  too  much  gall-  ^  yi»/ 
ed  to  improve  their  fuccefs;  that  he  (Greene)  lay  that  day 
at  the  irqn  works,  preparing  for  another  aflion,  expefting 
the  enemy  to  advance;  but  of  a  fudden  they  took  their  de- 
parture, and  left  behind  them  evident  marks  ofdidrefs.  All 
the  wounded  at  Guilford  which  had  fallen  into  their  hands  ; 
and  feventy  of  their  own,  too  bad  to  move,  were  left  behind 
at  New-Garden.  Mofl  of  their  officers  fufFered;  Lord  Coin- 
wallis  had  his  horfe  fhot  under  him  ;  Colonel  Stuart  of  the 
guards  was  killed  ;  General  O'Hara,  and  Colonels  Farleton 
and  Webfter  wounded."  The  Royal  army  retreated  towards 
Crofs-crcek,  and  to  Wilmington,  on  Cape  Fear  river.  The 
iofs  of  the  Royalifts  at  Guilford,  an  officer  reported  to  be 
fix  hundred  and  fixty-three,  excjufive  of  officers.  Lord 
tornwallis's  army  was  reduced  to  about  feventeen  hundred. 
Lord  Rawden  was  at  Cattiden  with  about  five  hundred  reg- 
ulars. 

Aftef  the  Guildford  battle.  General  Greene  turned  his  at- 
tention again  towards  Souih  Carolina  to  that  part  of  it  where  April  ^e^ 
Lord  Rawden  was  pofted  in  order  to  attempt  to  dirpoffefs 
hiin  of  Camdefi  (about  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  frorri 
Cbarleffon.)  In  confequence  of  General  Greene's  plan, 
an  a6lion  took  place  this  day.  General  Greene  lay  before 
Camden,  and  finding  it  impoffible  to  florm  the  town  with 
a  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  he  took  a  pofition  to  induce  the  ene- 
my to  fally.  A  hill  about  a  mile  from  the  town  on  the 
main  road  leading  to  Waxhaws,  was  the  place  pjtched  on 
for  his  ttoops.  It  was  covered  with  timber,  and  flanked  on 
the  left  by  an  impafTable  morafs ;  the  country  between  that 
and  the  town  covered  by  heavy  wood  and  under  brufh.  j 

In  this  fituation  they  lay  upon  their  arms  ready  for  aftion. 
On  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April  his  advanced  piquets 
wf^e  fired  upon.  The  enemy  advanced,  and  were  received 
with  great  gallantry.  The  troops  on  each  quarter  being 
properly  difpofed  for  the  a6lion,  the  whole  were  foon  engag- 
ed in  clofe  firing,  and  the  artillery  under  Colonel  tiarrifon 
played  on  their  front.  The  enemy  upon  the  left  were  re- 
tiring, and  General  Greene's  troops  advancing  on  them,  but 
unfortunately  two  companies  of  the  right,  of  the  firfl  Mary- 
land regiment  got  difordered,  and  Colonel  Gunby  having 
given  orders  for  the  reft  of  the  rcgl(nent  then  advancing  to 
take  a  new  pofition  in  the  rear  where  the  two  companies 
were  rallying.  This  imprefTed  the  whole  regiment  with  the 
idea  of  a  retreat,  and  communicated  to  the  fecond  regimehti 
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1781.  which  immediately  followed  the  fiift.  In  their  vetirlRg,  both 
^  -y  I  ^  were  rallied,  but  too  late  ;  the  enemy  had  gained  the  hill  and 
obhged  the  arnllery  to  retire.  The  fecond  Virginia  regi- 
ment having  advanced  fome  diftance  down  the  hill,  and  the 
Maryland  line  being  gone,  the  enemy  immediatelv  turned 
their  flank,  while  they  engaged  in  front.  Colonel  Walhing-  • 
ton  of  the  horfe,  found  the  enemy,  both  horfe  and  foot,  retir- 
ing towards  the  town,  and  took  upwards  of  two  hundred  prif* 
oners,  with  ten  or  fifteen  officers,  before  he  difcovered  his 
army  had  left  the  ground.  The  Continentals  got  into  too 
much  dilbrder  to  recover  the  fortune  of  the  day,  which  at 
firft  promifed  fuccefs ;  they  retired  two  or  three  miles  with- 
out lofs  of  artillery,  ammunition,  waggons,  or  baggage.  The 
enemy  fuffered  greatly  ;  their  force  was  not  materially  dif- 
ferent. General  Greene  loll,  in  killed  and  wounded,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  miffing  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
fix  ;  one  third  of  the  latter  were  afterwards  heaid  of  on  their 
return. 

A  body  of  Britifli  troops,  under  command  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  Phillips  (vvho  was  taken  with  General  Bargoyne  and 
lately  exchanged)  failed  1  om  New-york,  and  arrived  in 
Virginia  the  beginning  of  April,  and  joined  ihofe  already 
there  at  Portfmouth  on  James  river  under  Arnold.  Up- 
wards ot  four  thoufand  men  were  embaiked  foon  after,  on 
the  (ame  defign.  The  troops  were  employed  m  ravaging  Vir- 
ginia, rifling  the  plantdtions,  and  delhoying  public  and  pri- 
vate pioperty.  A  body  of  Continentals,  under  Marquis  de 
la  Fayette,  confiding  of  about  fifteen  bundled,  weredifpatcb- 
ed  to  Virginia  to  join  Baron  bteuben  ;  their  joint  force,  to- 
gether with  the  miiitia,  under  General  Muhlenberg,  were  to 
oppofe  the  enemy. 

Major  General  Phillips  having  chief  command  of  the  Bri- 
tjfii  in  Virginia  he  took  poll  at  MancheHer,  called  Rocky 
Rega,  the  fouth  fide  of  James.towu  about  half  a  mile  from 
Richmond,  with  a  view  to  capture  the  military  (lores,  col letled 
atthe  capital,  but  he  retired  without  making  the  attempt  or  at- 
tacking the  Continentals.  Major  General  PhiUips  died  foon 
after,  and  Arnold  again  refumed  the  command. 
ay  1^.  A  party  of  Continentals,  commanded  by  Colonel  Chrijio. 
pher  Greene,  {who  bravely  diRinguiilied  himfelf  in  defence 
of  Fort  Mercer  at  Red  Bank  in  Odober,  1777)  being  ftation- 
ed  near  Croten  river, in  the  neighboiii  hood  of  Filh  Kill,  were 
furprifed  by  the  enemy  about  funrife.  Their  guards  came 
firfl  to  Colonel  Greene's  and  M<ijor  Flagg's  quarters,  and 
killed  the  Major  in  bed.     The  Colonerwas  badly  v/ound- 
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ed  in  the  houfe,  then  carried  into  the  woods  and  cut  to  pieces.  1781, 
Two  fubalterns,  and  twenty-feven  privates,  werealfo  killed,  V—yr— / 
and  many  wounded  and  raiffing.  The  reporter  ot  this  trag- 
ical affair,  faid  this  was  perpetrated  by  Delancey's  refugee 
corps,  ol  two  hundred  toot,  and  fixty  horfe ;  who  forded  the 
river,  and  came  on  their  backs.  Another  account  lays  it 
was  done  by  an  hundred  and  fifty  Enghlh  dragoons. 

Robert  Morris,  Efq.  of  Philadelphia,  being  appointed  by 
Congrefs,  Superintendant  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  May  17. 
laid  before  ilietn  a  plan  tor  ejiabiifhing  a  National  Bank. 
The  reafons  on  which  this  plan  is  founded,  are :  "  Thai  the 
exigency  of  the  United  States  required  an  anticipation  oi  the 
revenues ;  while  at  the  fame  time  there  was  no  fuch  confi- 
dence eflabliflied,  as  would  call  for  that  purpofe  the  funds  of 
individual  citizens.  Thf*  ufe  of  the  bank,  therefore,  is  to 
aid  the  government  by  their  monies  and  credit ;  to  fupply  the 
Jofs  of  paper  money,  which  by  coming  more  and  more  ufe- 
iefs,  called  every  day  for  its  final  redemption;  and  to  give  a 
new  fpring  to  commerce  when  the  freedom  of  the  States 
Ihall  be  eftablifhed.  The  fubfcribers  will  receive  that  ad- 
vantage from  the  inveftment  of  iheir  capital  which  has  in- 
variably attended  the  bufinefs  of  banking,  in  every  free  com- 
mercial country.  The  utility  of  the  fcheme  arifeih  from  a 
confideration  that  when  the  credit  of  the  bank  is  fully  eftab- 
lifhed, and  it  is  known  to  pofTefs  confiderable  fums,  the  notes 
will  not  only  have  an  equal  currency  with  gold  and  filver, 
but  even  be  preferred,  being  more  portable.  Not  like  hard 
money,  liable  to  be  clipped  or  otherwife  fraudulently  reduc- 
ed. Private  checks,  which  will  conftantly  vary,  will  be  a 
bar  againft  counterfeits,  and  the  certainty  of  receiving  gold 
and  filver  takes  away  the  pofTibility  of  depreciation." 

The  plan  met  the  approbation  of  Congrefs.  They  pafTed 
refolves  conformable  thereto,  and  eflablilhed  a  national  bank 
at  Philadelphia. 

Admiral  De  Barras  being  appointed  to  command  the 
French  fleet  at  Newport,  he  arrived  at  Boflon,  and  brought 
difpatches  for  General  Rochambeau. 

A  French  man  of  war,  of  fifty  guns,  arrived  at  Boflon 
with  her  convoy  of  fourteen  fail  of  traiifports,  having  on 
board  fifteen  hundred  recruits  for  Count' Rochambeau. 

The  Continental  army  in  Carolina  were  fuccefsful  after 
the  a6fion  of  Guilford,  and  they  gained  the  afcendency  in 
that  quarter  over  the,  Britifh.  Lord  Rawdon  evacuated 
Camden,  the  10th  of  lalt  month,  leaving  three  officers  and 
lifty  privates  fo  dangcroully  wounded   in  the  laie  atlion,   as 
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1781.     to  be  unable  to  be  removed.     They  burnt  the  ftores,  baggage, 
\,   y  ■■»    &c.   and  leh  it  a    heap   of  ruins.      His  Lordlhip  leireaied 

towards  Charlefton,  and  General  Greene  took  polfeflion  of  ^ 
the  poft  he  had  left.  -^ 

The  next  day,  Orangeburg,  where  the  Royallfts  had  a  ^^ 
llrong  poft,  furrendeied  to  General  Sumpter.  One  Colo- 
nel,  feveral  other  officers,  and  eighty  privates,  were  made 
prifoners.  General  Marriati,  on  the  12th  of  May,  took 
Fort  Motte  ;  thegarriion  confilled  of  nineteen  officers,  and 
one  hundred  and  fixty  privates  who  capitulated  ;  as  did  alfo 
Fort  Gianby,  the  i4ih  of  the  fame  month,  to  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lee  ;  when  one  Lieuieuani-C^jloiiel,  tWQ  Majors, 
fome  other  officers,  and  three  hundred  and  five  privates,  be- 
came his  prifoners.  Behdes  the  above,  the  pofts  of  Portli- 
go,  Georgetown,  Fort  Waifon,  Congarees,  &c.  which  the 
Royalifts  had  eliablilhed  for  controuling  the  country,  and 
preferving  its  communications,  were  alfo  given  up. 

Lord  Cornwaliis  finding  he  could  not  foil  General  Greene 
in  South'  Carolina,  and  make  an  entire  conqueft  of  that  and 
the  ajoining  State  of  North  Carolina,  as  oh  his  fuccelfes 
liiiherto,'he  flattered  himfelf  he  fhould  be  ahle  to  accomplMh. 
He  now  thought  in  heft  to  quit  ihofe  Slates,  and  try  his  pruw- 
efs  in  another,  and  accordingly  pulljed  forward  with  the 
greateft  part  of  his  army,  to  the  State  of  Virginia  already 
inverted  by  Britifti  troops.  Lord  Rawdon,  lucceeded  to 
the  command  of  the  Royalifts  in  Carolina.  ' 
jfune  IQ*  General  Greene  attempted  to  ftorrn  the  Britiffi  poft  at 
Ninety-Six  in  S.  C.  It  was  garrifoned  with  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  befides  militia  uiider  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cru- 

Lord  Rawdon  having  received  reinforcements  from  Cork, 
marched  with  about  two  thoufand,  to  Ninety-Six  ;  before 
he  arrived.  General  Greene  had  been  repulfed,  in  his  attempt 
to  ftorrn  it,  and  had  retired  behind  the  Saluda,  fixteen  miles 
from  Ninety-Six,  when  Lord  Rawdon  arrived  there.  After 
this.  General  Greene  had  the  good  fortune  to  break  up  this 
poft,  and  deftroy  the  works ;  and  then  retired  to  Monk's  cor- 
ner, within  twenty-fix  miles  of  Charlefton. 

The  Generals  Sumpter  and  Marrian,  and  Colonel  Lee 
(having  as  related]  broken  up  the  pofts  in  the  country,  Lord 
Rawdon  with  his  troops,  moved  towards  the  capital.  In 
the  baggage  belonging  to  the  nineteenth  regiment,  taken  at 
Ninety-Six,  was  found  feven  hundred  guineas,  which  it  was 
faid  General  Greene  had  diftribuied  among  his  troops  as  a 
Reward  for  their  braverv. 
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On  Lord  CornwalHs  arriving  in  Virginia,  he  ordered  a 
jun6lion  of  the  fevei al  corps  of  Britifh,  operating  there;  and  1781. 
was  reiniorced  with  fixteen  hundred  men,  from  New  York  ;  ^  ■  v  '  ^ 
their  whole  force  being  augmented  to  more  than  fix  thou- 
fand,  his  Lordfhip  having  the  chief  command.  Arnold  de- 
camped and  returned  to  New  York,  and  his  Lordfhip  began 
his  operations  in  Virginia. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  was  fent  to  watch  the 
motions  of  his  Lordftiip,  proceeded  about  eight  miles  above 
Richmond;  having  under  his  command,  fifteen  hundred 
Continental  reguldis,  and  a  body  of  militia.  He  was  foon 
after  joined  by  General  Wayne's  divifion,  of  about  a  thou- 
fand.  Cornwallis  having  been  pi5/ented  from  poflelTing 
himfelt  of  fome  {fores  at  Albermarle  old  coun-houfe,  retired 
10  Richmond  where  he  was  the  18th  of  this  month  (June.) 
This  place  he  evacuated  two  days  after,  being  followed  by 
the  Continentals,  who  were  joined  by  Baron  Steuben. 
Cornwallis's  rout  was  towardsWilliamlburg,  his  right  and  left 
flank  being  covered  by  a  large  corps,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Simcoe.  The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  pufhed  forward  a  detach-  „ 
ment  under  Colonel  Butler  and  Major  M'Puerfon,  having 
mounted  fifty  light  infantry  behind  an  equal  number  ot 
dragoons.  They  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  charged 
them  within  fix  miles  of  Williamfburg.  Sonje  of  the  ad- 
vanced corps,  compofed  of  nfl^-men  under  Majors  Call  and 
Wills,  began  a  fmart  aflion  the  26th  of  the  month,  in  which 
the  enemy  iofl  about  fixty  killed,  including  feveral  officers, 
and  one  hundred  wounded.  The  Marquis  Iofl  by  his  re- 
turn only  thiriy-feven,  of  which  nine  were  killed.  The 
difproportion  of  lofs,  the  Marquis  faid,  "  The  fkill  of  our 
rifle-men  eafily  explained." 

A  party  of  Continental  light  horfe,  under  Colonel  Scam-    July  o* 
mel,  having  embarked  in  boats  and  landed  at  Spicken-devil, 
near  Kinfbridge,  the  enemy  had  intelligence  of  it,  and  attack-  ' 

ed  them  foon  alter  landing.  Though  inferior  in  number, 
they  killed  and  wounded  many  of  the  enemy.  Five  of  the 
Continentals  were  killed  and  a  few  wounded. 

Three  brigades  ot  General  Wayne's  divifion  of  troops  in  7uh6» 
Virginia  had  a  fmart  atlion  the  fixth  of  this  month,  \viih  the 
Royalifls  in  the  old  field,  by  James-town  church,  in  which 
both  fides  loll  a  confiderable  number  of  men.  An  officer  of 
rank,  who  was  in  the  aHion,  writes  thus,  two  days  after  it 
happened:  "Theflowuefs  of  the  enemy's  purfuit  was  re- 
markable, and  mufl  be  owing  to  the  great  lols  they  fullained. 
Ours  does  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  twenty  killed  and 
wounded.  No  officers  among  the  former,  but  a  gieat  many 
among  the  litter  ;  almoU  every  field  cflicer's  horfe  kiJled  or 
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1781.  wounded.  One  of  the  Marquis  Fayette's  horles  was  kilU 
*  ■  y*iii/  ed;  not  a  man  in  the  whole  detachment  was  more  expufed 
than  him.  The  enemy  have  precipitately  crolled  the [ James j 
river,  leaving  our  wounded  on  this  fide." 

Another  officer  is  more  paiiicuiar,  and  gives  the  following 
account.  "  Cornwallis  having  encamped  near  James-town, 
the  Marquis  Fayette  lent  General  Wayne,  with  the  Penniyl- 
vadia  line,  to  take  their  flation  within  a  fmall  diftance  ot  the 
Britiih  army,  and  watch  their  motions.  About  three  hun- 
dred liflemen  occupied  the  ground  between  General  Wayne 
and  Lord  Cornwallis,  who  were  directed  to  fcatter  themfelves 
in  the  woods  without  order,  and  annoy  the  enemy's  cdmp. 
This  they  did  with  fuch  *Je£l,.ihat  a  fmall  party  was  fent  out 
againft  them  to  diflodge  ihem  ;  each  fide  continuing  to  re- 
inforce, at  length  the  whole  of  General  Wayne's  divifion 
was  engaged  ;  they  drove  the  advanced  detachments  back  to 
their  lines,  and  without  flopping  there,  attacked  the  whole 
Biitifh  army,  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle,  and  charged  them 
With  their  bayonets.  The  aftion  was  obftinate  toi  the  lit- 
s,  tie  time  is  lailed,  but  the  difproportion  of  numbers  was  too 
great.  The  Marquis  arrived  in  prefon  time  enough  to  or- 
der a  retreat,  and  bring  off  the  Pennfylvania  troops  before 
tbey  were  furrounded,  which  the  enemy  weie  endeavouring 
to  effeft,  being  able  greatly  to  out  flank  them.  Cornwallis 
did  not  purfue  them  more  than  about  half  a  mile  in  their 
retreat,  apprehending  that  the  reft  ot  our  army  was  near 
enough  to  fupport  them,  not  choofing  to  rifque  a  general  en- 
gagement. We  lott  two  field  pieces  which  could  not  be 
brought  off,  all  the  horfes  belonging  to  them  being  killed. 
Captain  Savage  did  great  execution  with  a  third  field  piece 
under  his  command,  fuuate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  rake  with 
grape  fhot,  a  folid  column  of  the.  enemy  on  their  march  ; 
with  which  he  cut  lanes  through  them,  and  repeatedly  drove 
ihera  back  in  the  greatelt  confufion.  The  ritle-men  and  in- 
fantry were  ot  greac  fervice,  and  gave  the  enemy  fome  heavy 
and  well  dire£ted  fires.  The  whole  ot  our  troops  that 
were  ergaged  that  day  did  not  amount  to  more  than  eleven 
hundred.  General  Wayne's  divifion  loft  one  hundred  and 
feveri  privates  and  non-commifTioned  officers,  killed, 
wounded  and  miffing,  and  twelve  commiffioned  officers  ; 
among  the  laft,  Captain  Stakes,  wounded  in  ttie  leg,  and 
Captain  Cunningham  in  the  toot,  both  flightly.  Ot  about 
foliy  ot  the  wounded,  whom  1  have  feen,  but  one  is  thought 
dangerous. 

We  fulFered  no  lofs  of  any  confequence  except  in  Gene- 
va! Wayne's  divifion.     The  Biitiffi   immediaiety  alter  the 
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aftion,  which  ended  about  nine  o'clock,  in  the  evening,  crof-  1781. 
fed  James  river  ;  the  whole  army  were  croffed  over  by  the  ^--v^ 
morning,  excepting  a  part  of  their  light  horfe,  for  wliich 
they  had  boats  ready  to  bring  them  off  inftantjy,  in  cafe  of 
an  emergency.  Thofe  ot  our  wounded  who  were  left  on 
the  field  to  the  number  of  about  twenty-five,  were  treated  by 
the  enemy.with  more  humanity  than  u'fual,  and  were  left  be- 
hind. Cornwallis  finding  he  had  killed  none  but  ot  the 
Pennfylvania  line,from  that  circumftance  and  the  information 
of  his  prifoneis  learned,  that  only  that  line,  with  a  few  riflcr 
men  and  light  intantry,  had  been  in  the  a61ion,  and  found 
greater  caufe  of  chagrin  that  fuch  a  handful  of  men  (houid 
have  made  fo  fpirited  an  attack  on  his  army,  than  of  exuUa. 
tion  f»r  having  repulfed  them. 

"The  Marquis  is  moving  up  James  river."  The  letter 
concludes  with  encomiums  on  the  Marquis's  humanity  and 
goodnefs  in  vifuing  the  wounded  and  minillering  to  their 
relief,  &c  * 

Admiral  Arbuthnot  returning  to  England  this  month,  the 
command  of  the  Biitilh  fleet,  at  New  York,  devolved  on  Ad-   Jah, 
miral  Thomas  Greaves.  ^ 

This  day  was  executed  at  Charleffon  (S.  C.)  Colonel  Au^ufl  o 
Ifaac  Hayne,  of  that  State,  by  order  of  Lord  Rawdon,  com^  6  J  0» 
mander  ot  the  Britifh  troops,  and  Colonel  Baltour,  the  roy- 
al commandant  and  fuperintendant  of  the  police  in  Charlef- 
tori.  The  unhappy  gentleman  left  fundry  papers  which  he 
enjoined  on  a  friend,  to  tranfmit  to  the  Delegates  for  South 
Carolina,  at  Congrefs.  Thefe  were  printed  at  Philadelphia, 
and  from  them  is  collefted  the  following  particulars  : 

"At  the  time  of  the  lurrender  ot  Chai}eflon,  Colonel 
Hayne  was  in  the  country ;  the  fmall  pox  was  near  his  plantar 
tion,  where  he  had  a  wife,  fix  fmall  children,  and  upwards 
of  an  hundred  fervants,  all  liable  to  the  diftemper.  No 
American  army  in  the  State,  and  no  oppofition  like  to  be 
made  to  the  enemy,  and  he  liable  every  moment  to  be  made 
a  prifoner  at  difcretion  ;  and  hearing  that  a  Captain  Sanders, 
in  thefamepredicamentwithhimfelt,had been  permitted tohis 
parole.by  thecommandant  of  Charleiton,  he  determined  to  go 
and  deliver  hirafelt  a  prifoner  of  war  on  parole,  tiot  having 
the  mojl  di/iant  intention  of  accepting  protetlion.  Gene;  -.! 
Pattifon  ^then  commandant)  relufed  him  parole,  at^d  told  him 

*  Extra&ofa  letter  printed  in  Baltimore,  faid  to  k  writ- 
ten by  a  gentleman  in  Captain  Moon's  troop  of  Baltimore 
dryigOGTiSf  dated  July  iUli, 
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in  pofiiive  terms,  he  muft  either  (akr  proUSHon,  or  prepare 
for  a  prifon  (hip;  he  was  alfo  refufed  parole  till  his  family 
had  recovered  from  the  fmall  pox,  when  he  would  return^ 
and  (urren  ler  himlelf  at  difcreiion.  Upon  being  at  his  requeft 
Ihewn  the  torm  of  a  protedion,  his  patriotic  mind  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  taking  up  arms  againfi.  his  country,  as  there 
exprefTed.  He  was  told  by  the  commandant,  tjj^t  was  the 
ufual  form  of  a  declaration  of  allegiance;  but  that  the  inhab' 
itants  loould  mver  be  called  upon  to  take  up  arms,  and  obtain- 
ing aJJ'urances  that  he  never  Jhould  be  called  upon,  was  in- 
duced from  regard  to  his  family  (who  muft  have  been  involv- 
ed in  the  moft  accumulated  diftrefs  by  his  abfence)  to  take 
one  of  their  protections.  The  inftrument  ot  proieftiou,  ex- 
cepting the  part  he  objefted  to,  exprefTed  no  more  thaa 
peaceable  fubjeftion  to  their  government,  as  long  as  they 
fhould  have  polTelTion  ol  the  country. 

*•  When  the  Americans  regained  pofleflion  of  the  country 
where  he  was,  he  returned  to  his  allegiance  ot  the  United 
States. 

•'  This  he  was  perfeflly  juftified  in,  by  the  law  ot  nations, 
more  efpecially  if  it  be  confidered  that  the  profelTion  of  alle- 
giance to  them,  had  been  extorted  by  an  aclual  dureffe  ;  and 
that  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  in  dire£i;  violation  of  the 
folemn  afl\irances  of  the  commandant  to  bear  arms  againft 
America;  which,  however,  he  always  found  means  to  avoid. 
Upon  his  joiningthe  American  army, General  Greene.in  con- 
fideration  of  his  merit  and  abilities,  conferred  on  him  the 
rank  ot  a  Colonel ;  and  foon  after  he  had  the  misfbrtune  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

"  fie  vvas  brought  before  a  court  of  enquiry  and  inferrogat- 
•ed  ;  but  neither  the  members  nor  witnefl'es  were  fworn. 
He  had  notice  given  him  the  29th  of  July,  *'  That 
Lord  Rdwdon  and  the  commandant  [Balfour]  had  come  to  a 
refolution,  in  confequence  ot  the  court  of  enquiry,  that  he 
Ihould  be  executed  on  Tuefday  the  31ft."  He  enquired  ot 
Mr.  Colcock  (his  ir>tended  counfel  it  he  had  had  legal  trial) 
*•  Whether  the  proceedings  were  warranted  by  any  law,  and 
the  fentenc'-i  legal."  (He  had  neither  counfel  nor  witneffestn 
his  behalf.)  Mr  Colcock's  anfwer  was  in  fubftance  "That 
re  wascleatlv  of  opinion  that  confidering  him  as  an  enemy 
(not  as  a  fpy)  the  proceedings  againft  him  are  rot  warranted 
by  law  ;  and  that  as  a  fubjed  they  are  dire6lly  repugnant 
ijsnd  contrary  thereto."  Colonel  Haync  in  a  letter  to  Lord 
Rawdon  and  Colonel  Balfour,  defired  that  his  execution 
might  be  extended,  that  he  might  tdice  a  lali  fdrev/el  of  hi« 
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children,  Sec.     He  was  iAforraed  their  refolutions  remained      1781. 
unalterable.  ^    y»^ 

His  requeft  to  take  I^ve  of  his  children  ivas  at  firft  denied. 
The  31ft  (the  day  on  which  he  was  to  have  been  executed) 
he  was  informed  that  in  confequence  of  a  petition  figned  by 
Governour  Bull,  and  others,  and  his  kind  treatment  of  Brit- 
ifh  officers,-  wko  had  fell  into  his  hands,  he  was  to  have  a 
xefpite  for  forty. ei^ht  hours,  which  gave  him  opportunity  to 
fee  his  children..  The  firft  of  Auguft  the  Town  Major  in- 
formed him,  that  forty-eight  hours  longer  were  allowed  him. 
Previous  to  this,  Major  Frafer  had  told  him,  "  That  the  mo- 
ment any  reprefentation  was  made  to  the  commandant,  by 
General  Greene,  in  his  behalf,  the  refpite  ceafed,  and  he 
would  be  immediately  ordered  for  execution." 

The  Ruyal  commanders  would  not  fpare  his  life,  no  ap- 
plications nor  entreaties,  on  his  behalf,  could  prevail.  The 
ladies  of  Charlefton,  all  of  them,  excepting  (it  is  faid)  four, 
figned  a  p  etition,  to  "  Avert,  prolong,  or  mitigate  his  fen- 
tence  ;"*  but  without  effect. 

About  the  middle  of  this  month,  the  Royal  army,  al  New 
York,  were  reinforced  with  three  thoufand  German  troops, 
from  Bremen. 

Admiral  Count  de  GrafTe,  arrived  off  Chefepeak  bay,  with    Aug.  i6. 
thirty-four  fail  of  French  men  of  war. 

Arnold  was  employed  by  Sir  H.  Clinton,  to  ravage  and    Sept.  6, 
wafte  Connefticut  (the  State  which  gave  him  birth.) 

He  landed  with  a  body  of  Royalifts  at  the  mouth  of  NeWm 
London  harbour,  and  proceeded  to  the  town ;  he  burnt  the 
greatell  part  of  it,  and  Groien,  near  the  water.  Fort  Trum- 
bull not  being  tenable,  the  garrifon  were  forced  to  quit  it,  and 
went  over  to  Fort  Grifwoldat  Groten,  where  chiefly  militia 
men  were  ftationed.  Colonel  Ledyard,  who  commanded  it, 
repulfed  the  invaders  three  or  four  times,  but  was  obliged  at 
length  to  furrender  the  fort,  upon  its  being  fformed.  After 
he  had  furrendered  (the  relator  of  this  tranfaflion,  a  militia 
officer,  the  day  after  it  took  place,  fays)  "They  murdered  the  " 
Colonel,  and  a  number  of  others  ;  feventy-four  officers  and 
men  killed,  and  between  thirty  and  forty  wounded  in  the 
fort.     They  carried  off  about  forty  prifoners  ;  but  few  were 

*  Lord  Razudon,  ( fon  of  Earl  Moifa  of  Ireland]  when  he 
left  Carolina,  was  taken  on  his  pajfage  to  England,  by  one  of 
Count  de  Grajfe's  fquadron,  andfnt  to  France,  where  he  was 
■well  treated,  and  had  liberty  to  return  to  England  on  his 
parole. 

Vol.  II.  Cc 
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taken  from  the  enemy."  The  lofs  in  goods  arid  proviGons, 
ftores  and  (hipping,  was  very  great.  In  the  attack  of  the 
iort,  the  enemy  loft  Major  Montgomery,  and  fifty-two  offi- 
cers and  men  were  killed  ;  their  wounded  were  carried  off. 

Colonel  Ayres,  who  commanded  the  divifion,  was  wound- 
ed (it  was  faid)  mortally.  Arnold  headed  the  divifion,  which 
marched  to  New  London.  ^ 

It  was  judged  that  an  hundred  inhabitants,  were  deprived 
of  their  habitations,  and  mofl  of  them,  their  all.  Sixty  dwel- 
linghoufes,  and  eighty-four  ftores,  were  deftroyed. 

The  Britifh.  fleet,  at  New-York,  was  reinforced.  Sir 
Samuel  Hood,  arrived  there  with  thirteen  fhips  of  the  line, 
four  frigates  and  two  fire-fhips.  The  Admirals T.  Greaves, 
Drake,  and  Hood,  have  now  a  command  of  thirty  fail  of  Brit- 
ifh men  of  war- 
Sept.  7.  At  Eutaw  Springs,  about  fifty  miles  from  Charleflon,  an 

aftion  happened  between  General  Greene  and  the  main  body 
of  the  Royalifts  under  Colonel  Stuart.  The  General  dif- 
patched  one  of  his  aids  to  Congrefs  with  a  letter  to  the  Pref- 
ident,  containing  the  following  intelligence  :  "  That  iht 
General  having  crofTed  Howell's  terry  ahd  taken  poft,  he 
got  information  that  the  enemy  were  at  Eutaw  Springs,  about 
forty  miles  below  him.  That  they  had  been  reinforced  and 
were  preparing  to  eftablilh  a  permanent  poft  there.  Though 
the  General's  number  was  inferior,  he  determined  to  hazard 
an  aftion^and  for  this  purpofe  began  his  march  the  fifth  of 
September,  having  put  his  army  into  proper  difpofition,  and 
being  joined  on  the  feventh  by  General  Marrian,  he  pufhed 
on  to  attack  them.  The  legion  and  State  troops  fell  in  with' 
a  party  of  the  enemy's  horfe  and  foot,  about  four  miles  from 
their  camp,  and  drove  them. 

The  army  moved  on,  and  the  firing  began  again.  About 
two  or  three  miles  Irom  their  camp,  a  clofe  and  fierce  en- 
gagement began.  The  Generals  Marrian  and  Pickens,  and 
Colonel  Malmedy  conducting  them  with  great  bravery;  but 
the  enemy's  fire  being  fuperior,  and  they  advancing,  Gene* 
ral  Greene's  militia  began  to  give  way,  when  General  Sum- 
ner, with  the  North  Carolina  brigades,  was  ordered  to  their 
f'upport  ;  they  fought  with  great  gallantry  on  both  fides.  In 
this  ftate  of  the  a6tion,  Colonel  Campbell  with  the  Virgini- 
ans, and  Colonel  Williams  with  the  iVIarylanders,  rufhing  on 
impetuouQy,  carried  ail  before  them,  and  roUted  the  enemy 
in  all  quarters.  LieutenantXolonel  Lee  at  the  fame  ,time 
charged  them  in  the  rear,  and  turned  their  left  flank.  Co). 
Hampton,  of  the  State  cavalry,   charged  a  party,  and  took 
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upwards  ot  one  hundred  prl Toners.  They  were  prevented  1781. 
from  rallying  and  forming  (which  they  feemed  difpofed  to  ^ — y— / 
doj  by  Colonel  Wafliington  bringing  up  the  corps  de  referve 
on  the  left;  and  with  the  alTiflance  of  Captain  Kirkwood's 
infantry.  General  Greene  pufhed  them  clofely  till  they 
broke,  and  he  got  into  their  camp.  Some  hundreds  fell  into 
his  hands.  But  fome  of  the  enemy  having  betook  them- 
felves  to  a  three  ftories  brick  houfe  near  the  fpring  ;  others 
taking  port  in  a  picketed  garden,  and  in  the  impenetrable 
(hrubs,  and  their  rear  being  fecured  by  the  fprings  and  deep 
hollow  ways,  they  renewed  the  aftion.  Lieutenant- Colonel 
Wafiflington,  in  attempting  to  diflodge  them,  and  get  thro'  the 
thicket,  had  his  horfe  Ihot  under  him,  was  wounded  and  taken 
prifoner.  The  party  fent  to  diflodge  them  from  the  houfe 
and  thicket  fufFered  great  lofs  by  the  fire  from  the  houfe  and 
party  in  the  thicket ;  and  moft  of  the  ofHceis  and  men  being 
killed  or  wounded,  made  it  impofTible  to  bring  off  four  field- 
pieces,  when  they  were  ordered  to  retreat. 

General  Greene  now  thought  it  bed  to  retire  (his  ammu- 
nition being  moflly  expended)  out  of  the  fire  of  the  houfe,  and 
draw  up  his  troops  a  little  diifance  from  the  woods.  Having 
collefted  all  his  wounded,  and  retired  to  a  place  where  there 
was  water  to  refrefh  his  troops,  and  leaving  a  ffrong  piquet 
on  the  field  of  aftion,  he  detached  General  Marrian,  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lee,  between  Eutaw  and  Charlefton,  to 
prevent  reinforcements  going  to  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  September,  the  enemy  re- 
tired, leaving  feventy  of  their  wounded,  and  not  lefs  than  a 
thoufand  itand  of  arms  picked  up  on  the  field  broke,  and 
concealed  in  the  fprings.  General  Greene  purfued  ;  but 
they  formed  a  junftion  with  Major  M' Arthur,  near  Fergu- 
fon's  fwamp.  General  Marrian  and  Colonel  Lee,  not  hav- 
ing a  force  fufEcient  to  prevent  it  ;  but  upon  the  main  body 
,  approaching,  they  retreated  towards  Charlefton.  Five  hun- 
dred prifoners  fell  into  his  hands,  including  the  wounded 
the  enemy  left  behind.  The  brick  houfe,  and  their  peculiar 
ftrength  of  pofition  at  Eutaw,  faved  the  remainder  of  the 
Royalifts.  The  General  beftows  great  encomiums  on  his 
officers,  and  thinks  himfelf  peculiarly  indebted  for  the  victo- 
ry to  the  free  ul'e  of  the  bayonet  made  by  the  Virginians,, 
Marylanders,  the  infantry  of  the  legion,  and  Capiain  Kiriv.- 
wood's  light  infantry.  He  regrets  the  lols  of  that  foldier 
and  patriot  Lientenant-Colonel  Campbell  of  Virginia,  who 
fell  as  he  was  leading  his  troops  to  the  charge  :  The  lofs  he 
fuftained  in  officers  was  confiderably  more  from  their  value 
than  their  number. 
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1781.         Having  purfued   the  Royalills  as  far  as   Martin's   tavern, 
*— y— ^    near  Fergufon's  fwamp,  and  finding  he  could  not  overtake 
them,  he  hahed  with  a  defign  to  take  his  old  ftation  on  the 
high  hills  ot  Santee. 
Sept.  11.         Such  was  the  fituation  o\  General  Greene's  army  the  11th 
of  September  ;  this  aftion  gave  to  General  Greene,  the  un- 
difputed  maftery  of  the  country  of  South  Carolina. 
Sept,  25.        Admiral  Digby,  in  the  Prince  George  of  ninety  guns,  with 
two  other  line  of  battle  (hips,  and  a  thirty- fix  gun  frigate, 
arrived  at  New- York,  from  England. 

In  this  fleet,   came  Prince  William  Henry  *  a  youth  about 
fifteen  years  ot  age ;  i-he  third  fon  ot  King  George  the  third. 
He  is  the  firft  Royal  perfonage  that  ever  came  to  Amer- 
ica. 

Before  the  above  arrival,  Admiral  Greaves,  with  the  Brit- 
ifli  fleet,  had  failed   from  New  York,  for  the  Chefepeak,  in 
quefl  of  the  French  fleet. 
OBoher.  About  the  middle  of  t^iis  month,  Colonel  Willet,  of  the 

Continentals,  had  an  aftion  with  Major  Rofs  in  Tryon  coun- 
ty, about  fourteen  miles  above  Fort  Dayton,  in  which  die 
noted  Captain  Walter  Butler,  and  eight  others  were  killed, 
and  twenty  taken  piifoners.  Their  number  amounted  (as 
appeared  by  a  memorandum,  found  in  Butler's  pocket-book) 
to  be  fix  hundred  and  feven,  among  whom  were  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  Indians  they  had  afl'embled  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Mohawk  diflri£l  and  employed  themfelves  in  killing 
the  cattle,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants,  and  other  depreda- 
tions. They  were  entirely  routed,  and  fled  into  the  wil- 
dernefs,  where  their  profpeft  was  dihrial.  Seven  days 
march — rivers  pafTable,  but  upon  rafts — ^a  barren  wildernefs, 
in  an  inclement  feafon,  to  be  encountered  before  they  could 
obtain  any  provifions.  The  defolate  region  they  trav'erfed, 
in  their  fliglu,  lies  upwards  of  ihirfy  miles  north  of  Fort 
Schuyler.  Al!  their  horfes,  excepting  five,  and  their  wound- 
ed, fell  into  the  hands  of  Colunel  Willet. 
Nov.  Operations    in  Virginia,  after  the  arrival  of   Count  de 

Graffe. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  his  troops,  having  taken  pofTeflion 
of  York-town  and  Gloucejler,  in  Augufl  lail,  -he  effablifhed 
pofts  there.  The  former  being  the  principal  one,  the  Roy- 
alitls  were  col!e6led  there,  the  26th  of  that  month,  at  the 
time  Count  de  GrafTe  arrived  off  the  Chefepeak,  with  a 
large  fleet  of  French  men  of  war,  toaflift  in  an  expedition 

*     The  prefent  Duke  of  Clarence. 
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V-: 
formed  againft  his  Lordfhip.     In  the  beginning  of  Seprem-       1781. 

,ber,  Count  de  Graffe's  fleet  was  joined  by  eiglu  fail  ot   men     ^^•J.^^-m* 
ot  war,  from  Newport,  under  M.  Barras.     The  French  Ad- 
mirai  landed  fome  troops  in  Virginia.     The  critical  fituation 

.  ot  Lord  Cornwallis,  called  for  every  effort  to  be  made  by  the 
Royal  commanders  at  New  York,  to  relieve  him.  For  this 
purpofe,  the  Britifh  fleet,  under  Admirals  T.  Greaves,  Hood, 
and  Drake,  failed  from  thence,  tor  the  Chefepeak.  On  their 
appearance  off,  the  French  flipped  their  cables,  and  put  out 
after  them.     An  engagement  enfued,  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 

-  ber,  off  Cype  Henry.     Count  de  Graffe  commanded  one  di- 

,  vifion  of  the  French,  in  the  order  of  battle.  M.  de  Mor- 
teuil  and  M.  de  Bouganville,  the  other  two  divifions.  They 
prevailed  over  the  Britifli  and  obliged  them  to  Jefift.  Cap- 
tain Robin fon,  ot  the  Shrewfljury,  loflione  of  his  legs.  The 
aftion  began  at  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  continued  till  fun- 
fet,  when  the  firing  ceafed.  Rear-Admiral  Drake,  com- 
manded the  van  of  the  Britifli,  which  divifion  being  chiefly 
engaged,  luffered  greatly  in  their  malts  and  rigging;  one  of 
them,  with  all  her  pumps,  could  fcarceiy  be  kept  above  wa- 
ter, and  they  afterwards  burnt  her;  ihe  was  the  Terrible,  of 
feventy-fourguns. 

By  the  Britilh  account,  they  fuffered  much  more  in  their 
malis  and  tackling  than  the  French  ;  they  had  ninety- 
men  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  forty-fix  wounded.  The 
fleets  remained  within  fight  of  each  other,  five  days  ;  but 
the  French  had  fo  pufted  themfelves,  as  to  prevent  any  fuc- 
cours  getting  up  York  river.  The  Biiiifli,  therefore,  return- 
ed to  New  York.  Two  Britifli  frigates,  the  Iris  and  Rich- 
mond, were  captured  by  the  French. 

;       The  allied  army,  deftined  to  encounter  the  Britifli  in  Vir- 

!  gia,  were  faid  to  confift  of  feven  thoufand  French,  and  five 
thoufand,  five  hundred  Continental  regulairs,  affifted  with 
fome  militia.  They  paffed  the  North  River,  and  proceeded 
via  Philadelphia  ;  they  began  to  move  from  the  neighbour- 
hood ot  New  York,  towards  the  latter  end  of  Augufl:,  and  the 
beginning  of  Septembei  they  arrived  at  Williamlburg.  Suit- 
able difpofitions  being  made,  they  iuvelled  York-town,  and 
Gloucefter.  The  allies  began  their  operations,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  6th  of  Oftober,  broke  ground  within  feven  ♦ 

hundred  yards  ot  the  enemy's  lines.  A  parallel  of  a  mile  in 
extent,  waji  completed,  unperceived  by  the  enemy  ;  and  be- 
fore the  evening  of  the  10th,  they  began  a  cannonade  and 

.  boanbardment,  trom  upwards  of  fixty  pieces  ot  heavy  ord- 
nance and  mortars ;  their  fire  being  fuperior  to  the  enemy 'i. 
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1781.  On  the  night  of  the  tQ.(\a  of  06lobcr,  thefecond  parallel  was 
*\  m^^,^  begun,  but  not  completed  till  the  morn  of  the'  15th.  Two 
redoubts  on  the  enemy's  left,  being  neceflary  to  effe6l  it. 
They  were  ftormed  by  the  French  grenadiers,  under  Baron 
de  ViomenU,  and  the  American  light  troops,  under  Marqui? 
de  la  Fayette.  The  redoubts  were  defended  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  all  of  whom  were  either  killed  or  taken. 
The  allies'  lofs  was  about  one  hundred  killed  and  wounded. 
On  the  evening  ot  the  16th,  Colonel  Abercrombie  of  the 
Royalifts,  with  eight  companies  of  light  troops,  made  an  at- 
tack on  the  line  ot  the  befiegers,  in  two  places,  and  got  into 
two  unfinifhed  batteries  and  fpiked  a  few  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
but  was  foon  repulfed  with  lofs.  On  the  evening  of  the  17th, 
a  furious  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  works,  from  the 
fecondparallel,  from  feventy  pieces,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  which  occafioned  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  to  order  a  parley  to  be  beat,  and  to  requeft  a  cefTation 
of  twenty-lour  hours,  for  Commifiioners  to  be  appointed  by 
both  parties,  to  adjuft  the  terms  of  furrender.  Sufficient 
time  was  granted  by  General  Wafhington  for  this  purpofe. 
The  Vifcount  de  Noailles  and  Colonel  Laurens,  aids  to  his 
Excellency,  having  fettled  the  preliminaries  with  Colonel 
Dundas  and  Major  Rofs.  aids  and  Commifiioners  from  Lord 
Cornwallis,  the  articles  of  capitulation  were  figned  the  igth 
ot  O61ober,  about  one  o'clock,  and  interchanged  ;  and  about 
two,  P.  M.  the  Britifh  garrifon,  of  York,  led  on  by  General 
O'fiara  (Cornwallis  being  indifpofed)  was  conduced  by 
General  Lincoln,  through  the  allied  army  drawn  up  in  two 
lines,  to  a  field,  where,  having  grounded  their  arms,  and 
ftripped  off  their  accoutrements,  they  were  re-conducied 
through  the  lines,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  a  guard.  At 
the  (ame  time,  and  in  the  fame  manner,  the  garrifon  ot  GIou- 
cefter  was  furrerfdeied  to  the  command  of  the  Diac  de  Lau- 
zun.  Previous  to  this,  a  detachment  of  Americans  and 
FrencTi,  took  pofTefTion  of  the  enemy's  horn-works,  and  plant- 
ed on  them,  the  ftandards  ot  the  allied  nations  of  America 
and  France. 

The  only  conteff  between  the  Americans  and  French,  dur- 
ing the  fiege,  was,  who  fhould  excel  in  operations  againft 
the  common  enemy.  An  officer  who  left  the  allied  army, 
the  next  day  after  the  Aurender  of  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  his 
array,  favoured  t!ie  public,  with  the  foregoing  narrative  of 
their  operations,  &c. 

■  Subllance  of  the  capitulation  agreed  on  betweei^  General 
Wathington,  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  Count  de   GrafTe 
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on  the  one  part,  and  Earl  CornwalUs.and  Thomar  Symonds 
(commander  of  the  Britifti  naval  force  at  Virginia)  on  the 
other  part. 

"  The  mariners  and  feamen  of  the  King's  Ihips  are  prif- 
oners  of  war  to  the  navy  bt  France,  and  the  land  forces  to 
the  United  States. 
|:,  _  "  All  military  and  artillery  ftores  to  be  delivered  up  uri- 
l  impaired.  (The  manner  of  furrender  was  with  fliouldered 
arms,  colours  cafed  and  drums  bea^ng  a  Britifh  march  to 
ground  their  arms  and  return  to  their  encampment  till  their 
diftination  was  fixed.) 

"  Officers  to  have  their  fide  arms  allowed  them,  and  their 
,  private  property. 

"  The  foldiers  to  be  kept  at  Virginia,  Maryland  and  Penn- 

"  fylvania  in  regiments  ;  to  have  rations  allowed  them  equal  to 

ithe  Americans,  and  to  have  their  officers  near  them. 

j';     "The    Genera!  and  other  officers  to  go  on   paroles   to 

England,  New  York,  or  other  pofls  occupied  by  the  Britilh; 

Uie  officers  to  keep  foldiers  or  fervanis. 

"  Lord  Cornwallisto  man  and  difpatch  the  Bonetta  floop 
of  War  with  difpatches  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  New  York  ; 
the  veflel  to  be  returned,  and  the  hands  accounted  for. 

"  The  traders  to  be  allowed  to  difpofe  of  their  effecis,  and 
to  be  prifoners  on  parole. 

"  The  ftiipping  with  all  the  ilores,  &c.  to  be  delivered  to 
an  officer  ol  the  navy,  &c. 

"  One  article  propofing  "That  the  natives  or  inhabitants 

who  had  joined  the  Britifh,  fhould  not  be  punifhed  on  that 

account,  was  not  admitted  by  his  Excellency  General  Wafh- 

ington,  and  referred  to  the  civil  power." 

I        An  official  return  ftates  the  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  French, 

I  fifty  killed  and  one   hundred  and  twenty-feven   wounded. 

I  Americans, twenty-feven 'jlled,  and  feventy-three  wounded. 

Total,  two  hundred  and  feventy-feven.    Among  the  flain  of 

the  Americans  is  Colonel  Scanjmel,  a  worthy  officer,  wlio 

had  ferved  with  great  reputation,  as  Adjutant- General  of  the 

Continental  troops. 

Cornwallis's  account  of  his  lofs,  during  the  fiegc,  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty-fix  killed,  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix 
wounded,  and  feventy  miffing.  Total,  five  hundred  and  fihy- 
two. 

From  the  original  mufter-rolls  of  theBritilh,  a  copv  of 
which  was  tranlmitted  to  Congrefs  by  General  Waffiington, 
the  following  appears  to  be  their  lofs,  viz. 
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1781.  ^7^A7  Regulars,  Including  the  hofpital  and  commifTaiy 

^     V  "^    departments. 

75  brafs")  8ci  lbs,      *\  , 

,69  iron  I  cannon.       ggibbls.  }  P°^'^^'-- 
S025  fabres.  261  hoiTes. 

7794  mufquets.  "1  1600  caflcs  pork,  beef,  flour  and 

f  other  provifions. 

A  large  quantity  of  artillery  and  military  ftores,  regimen- 
tal ftandards,  German  18,  Britifh  10.  Camp  colours,  Ger- 
man 32,  Briiifii  41. 

Military  cheft/2 113  6s.    fterling. 

General  Wafhington  fent  forward  to  Congrefs  twenty- 
four  ot  the  ftandards  to  be  preferved  as  trophies  of  this  vic- 
tory. 

Lord  Cornwallis  having  been  reduced  to  fuch  a  fituation, 
as  obliged  him  to  furrender,  or  attempt  an  efcape,  he  made 
preparations  for  the  lattei,+  expefting  that  though  it  ftiould 
prove  unfuccefsful  to  its  obje6t,  it  might  dela)'  the  allied 
forces  in  the  profecution  of  their  enterpiizes.  A  number  of 
large  boats  were  prepared,  and  upon  other  pretexts  were  or- 
dered to  be  in  readinefs  to  receive  troops  precifely  at  an 
hour  he  had  appointed  ;  with  thefe  he  hoped  to  pafs  the  in- 
fantry in  the  night,  abandoning  his  baggage,  and  leaving  a 
detachment  to  capitulate  for  the  town's  people,  and  ior  the 
fick  and  wounded ;  on  which  fubjecl  a  letter  was  ready  to 
be  delivered  to  General  Walhington. 

After  making  his  arrangements  as  fecretly  as  he  could,  the 
light  infantry,  greateft  part  of  the  guards,  and  part  of  the 
twenty-third  regiment  embarked  at  the  hour  appointed,  and 
landed  at  Gloucefter;  biu  a  florm  of  wind  and  rain  enfuing, 
drove  all  the  boats,  fome  of  which  had  troops  on  board 
down  the  river.  He  foon  found  that  the  intended  paffage 
was  impra6licab!e.  In  this  fituation  his  ioice  being  divided, 
the  b<itteries  of  the  befiegers  opened  on  him ;  the  pafTage 
between  York  and  Glouceffer  greatly  expofed.  The  boats 
however  returned,  and  were  ordered  to  bring  back  the  troops 
that  had  pafTed  during  the  night,  which  was  done,  and  they 
again  joined  his  Lordfhip  at  York.  This  plan  of  getting  off 
with  his  troops  not  fucceeding,  he  thought  it  now  time  to 
open  a  correfpondence  with  General  Wafhington  with  pro- 
pofdls  of  furrender  on  the  conditions  above-mentioned.  ,\ 

*  Another  li/l  publified  makes  their  lofs  1 1,800,  including 
2000  failors,  1800  negroes,  and  1^00  Tories,  80  vejfels, 
large  nnd  J  mall, 

t  See  his  letter  written  after  his  capture. 
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The  Brigadiers  Du  Portait  and  Knox,  for  their  fervices      1781. 
at  the  fiege  of  York-town,   were  advanced  to  the  rank  of    V  y/ 
Major.  Generals. 

About  the  4th  of  this  month,  Count  De  Graffe,  with  the 
French  fleet,  failed  from  Virginia  for  the  Weft-In4ies. 

[We  regret  the  fate  of  this  brave  and  experienced  com- 
mander. 

After  his  arrival  at  Hifpanipla,  he  failed  again  with  his 
fleet  to  join  the  Spanifli  fleet,  in  a  certain  latitude,  which  was 
deilined  to  recapture  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  (which  had  been 
taken  from  the  Spaniards  in  1656,  and  had  remained 
in  poflefTion  of  the  Englifti,}  The  Britifh  fleet  under 
the  Admirals  Rodney,  Hood,  and  Drake,  fell  in  with  the 
Trench  fleet;  and,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1782,  had  a  fevere 
engagement  with  them.  The  Count  being  overpowered 
by  the  enemy's  force,  after  the  bravefl  refiftance,  was  obliged 
to  ftrike  to  Sir  Samuel  Hood  in  the  Barfleur. 

The  Count  had  his  flag  on  board  the  Ville  de  Paris  of  one 
hundred  and  ten  guns,  befides  which  five  other  fhips  of  the 
French  fquadron  were  captured  by  the  Britifh.  The  Count 
had  the  leflimony  of  the  principal  Britifli  officers  in  his  fa- 
vour ;  they  applauded  his  courage  and  conduft,  and  teltified 
that  he  had  done  all  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  do  in 
like  circumflances,  notwithftanding  which,  and  the  honour 
he  had  brought  on  the  French  flag  in  America,  he  was 
difgraced  in  France  ;  his  misfortune  and  ill  treatment  foon 
put  an  end  to  his  life  after  his  arrival  there.] 

This  day  was  appointed  by  Congrefs,  and  accordingly  ob-     J)gc^  23, 
ferved  throughout  the  United  States,  as  a  day  of  religious 
thankfgiving  for  the  fignal  viftory  granted  the  allied  army 
over  the  enemy  at  York-town,  the  19th  of  Oftober  laft. 

At  this  period  a  revolution  in  the  currency  of  the  United, 
States  took  place.  The  paper  bills  of  credit,  emitted  by  Con- 
grefs and  individual  States,  by  their  recommendation,  to 
carry  on  the  war,  fuddenly  difappeared  and  went  out  of 
circulation  ;  gold  and  lilver  appeared,  and  became  the 
circulating  medium.  The  foreign  loans  negotiated  by 
the  American  miniflers,  the  fpecie  brought  by  the  French 
troops  and  navy,  together  with  the  trade  of  the  French  and 
Spanifh  Wefl-Indies  (part  of  the  returns  being  inveiled  in 
hard  money)  fecilitated  this  change  in  the  currency  of  the 

^'^^"•-  .  .  ..       1782. 

The  capture  of  Earl  Cornwallis  and  his  army  was  humiii-    t, .        m 

ating  to  the  Britifh  miniflry,  and  fruflrated  ibeir  fanguine 

hopes  of  reducing  America  to  the  ot)edience  ot  Parliament. 

Vol.  IL  Dd 
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1782.  On  liis  Lordfhip's  arrival  in  England  ("on  his  parole)  he 
'^ — V"— '  declared  that  "  America  was  not  to  be  conquered  by  fire  and 
fword,  let  their  numbers  be  ever  fo  great."  Lord  North  idw  \ 
the  fuiilitv  of  his  fcheroes,  and  laid  that  the  form  ot  the  war 
ail  together  ftiould  be  altered.  Lord  George  Gerniaine  re- 
figned*  his  American  Secretaryfliip,  and  quilted  the  idea  of 
conquelK  In  fa£l  all  parties  wHhed  for  peace. 
March,  The  military  operations  oF  the  royal  army  at  New  York 

were  fufpended.  Sir  Henry  Clinton  etnployed  a  number 
ct  his  ti'oops  in  cutting  a  canal  from  the  north  to  the  eaft 
river,  to  ferve  as  a  barrier  againft  any  attack  from  the  Con- 
tinental army,  in  cafe 'he  fufpenfion  Ihould  be  taken  off, 
and  the  war  be  renewed.^ 

Count  De  Rochambeau  detached  from  his  army  in  Vir- 
ginia, about  eight  hundred  troops  to  join  General  Greene  in 
Carolina. 

The  latter  end  of  this  month  a  bill  was  prepared  and 
brought  into  Parliament,  "to  enable  his  Majefty  to  conclude ^ 
a  peace  and  truce  with  the  revolted  Colonies  in  America."^ 

An  aft  was  pafTed  conformable  to  the  principles  of  this  ^ 
billand  received  the  royal  afcent,  but  it  was  deficient  in  the 
two  moft  efTential  points-;  "it  did  not  contain  the  leaft  hint 
of  granting  independencv  to  America,  or  including  France 
in  the  truce  propofed.  The  people  were  clamourous  againft 
the  rainillry  ;  they  had  loft  their  confidence.  Their  meal- 
ures  were  found  to  be  ruinous  in  their  confequences,  to 
the  nation,  and  a  total  change  in  the  adminiftration  took 
place.  The  Marquis  of  Rockingham  was  appointed  firft 
Lord  of  the  treafury  in  the  room  of  Lord  North.  The 
views  of  the  new  mitiiftry  appeared  to  be  pacific,  fomething 
like  an  olive  branch  was  held  out  to  America,  and  Sir  Guy,' 
Carlton  difpatched  there,  with  the  a61  of  truce,  juft  mention- 
ed, which,  had  it  been  paffed  after  the' change  of  the  old . 
niiniftry,  would  probably  have  contained  the  neceffary  re- 
quifites  for  making  peace.  Sir  Guy  Carlton  was  alfo  to 
fucceed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  as  commander  in  chief  of  the 
troops  at  New.York. 
Apul.  About  the  middle  of  \.\\\%  mox\\\\  d^Vim  JoJJiua  Huddy 
was  inhumanly  hanged  at  Middletown  point,  by  a  party  of 
re'ugees.  The  ftory  is  thus  told  by  ihe  author  of  .*•  Commoft 
Senfc,"  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Guy  Carlton,  after  his  arrival  at 
New  York. 

"  Ke  was  attacked  at  a  fmall  fort  on  Tom's  river,by  a  party 
of  refugees  in  the  Britilh  pay  and  fervice,  and  made  prifoncr, 
together  with  his  company,  carried  to  NcwYoik  and  lodg- 
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in  the  provoft  of  that  ctty.     About  three  weeks  after,  he       1782. 
as  taken  out  of  the  provolt  down  to  the  water  fide,  put  iiuo     ^'  iy  V 
^  boat,  and  brought  again  upon  the  Jerfey  fhore,  and  there, 
contrary  to  the  pra6lice  of  all  nations  but  favages,  was  hung 
on  a  tree,  and  left  hanging  until  found  by  our  people,  who 
took  him  down  and  buried  him. 

"The  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  country  where  the 
murder  was  committed,  fent  a  deputation  to  General  Wa{h- 
ingion,  with  a  full  and  certified  ftate  of  t,he  faft.  Struck,'as 
every  humane  breaft  mufl:  be,  at  fuchBiitifh  outrage,  and 
determined  both  to  punifh  and  prevent  it  for  the  future, 
the  General  reprefented  the  cafe  to  Getieral  Clinton,  who 
then  commanded  and  demanded  that  the  refugee  officer,  who 
ordered  and  attended  the  execution,  whofe  name  is  Lippi/i- 
cut,  fhould  be  delivered  up  as  a  murderer,  and  in  cafe  ot  rc- 
fufal,  that  the  perfon  of  fome  Britifh  officer  fhould  fufFer  in 
his  ffead.  The  demand,  though  not  refufed,  has  not  been 
['complied  with,  and  the  melancholy  lot  (not  by  feleftion  but 
by  caftinglots)  has  fallen  upon  Captain  Af^il,  of  the  guards, 
'a  prifoner  under  the  capitulation  of  York-town.j  The  ref- 
ugees' pretence  for  this  violent  aft,  was,  '•  That  Captain  ' 
Huddy  fometime  before,  made  prifoner  of  a  certain  Philip 
White  of  their  party,  and  after  having  maimed  him,  broke 
both  his  legs,  and  tauntingly  bid  himiun;"  but  (fays  the" 
relator  of  this  affair)  "  This  flimfy  ftory  mult  have  been 
created  by  the  murderous  hearts  of  the  refugees  to  cloak  ^ 
their  villainy."  .,It  was  fully  proved,  that  Captain  f^uddy  ;* 
was  clofely  confined  a  prifoner  at  New  York,  at  the  tike ^  . 
and  Jor  7iiany  days  before  White  was  taken.  To  fet  this 
matter  right,  an  extract  of  a  letter,  dated  at  Freehold,  Mon- 
mouth county,  15th  of  April,  was  publilhed  at  Trenton  re-  ^ 
(petling  Wfiite.  It  relates  "His  being  taken  the  laft  ot 
March,  and  after  tokens  of  furreudering  as  a  prifoner,  he 
took  up  a  mufquet  and  killed  a  fon'of  Colonel  Hendrickfon, 
"  ut  being  taken  by  fome  light  hbrfe,  and  while  they  were 
condu6ting  him  to  Freehold,  he  again  attempted  to  make  his 
efcape,  and  being  called  upon  feveral  times  to  furrender,  and 
Continuing  to  run,  when  leaping  into  a  bog  impaliable  by 
the  horfe,  he  received  a  ftroke  on  his  head  with  a  ("word, 
which  killed  him  inffantly.  The  above  Uth  were  proved 
by  affidavits  of  the  perlbns  who  were  prefent  and  by  the  vol- 
untary teflimonv  of  one  Aaron,  who  was  taken  prifoner  with 
the  faid  White.''' 

The  true  caufe  of  the  barbarity  to  Captain  Huddy,  was 
&id  to  be,  his  having  feveral  limes  bravely  defended  him- 


.228  An  Hiftorical  Journal  of- 

1781.     felf  when  attacked  by  the  retugees,  and  in  fome  Inftaace^ 
\.  y  *^    been  fuccefstul  againft  them. 

Sir  Guy  Carlton  (after  Clinton's  departure)  though  applied 
to  for  the  delivering  up  the  perpetrators  of  this  aft,  to  fave  the 
life  of  the  unfortunate  Afgil,  did  not  do  it.  Lippencut  is 
faid  to  have  had  a  trial  by  ageneral  courtmartial  atNew  York, 
and  was  cleared  by  proving  he  afted  under  orders  from  the 
board  of  refugees  ;  the  Prefident  of  which  board  had  been 
the  King's  Governour  of  the  neighbouring  State,  and  had 
embarked  for  England. 

[Mrs.  Afgil,  mother  of  the  deftined  viftira,  wrote  a  mov- 
ing letter  to  M.Vergennes,  Minifter  of  France,  reprefenting 
the  youth  (about  nineteen)  and  innocence  of  her  fon,  and 
the  diflrefs  of  her  family,  her  hu{band  fick,  given  over 
by  his  phyficians,  and  her  daughter  feized  with  a  delirium, 
&c.  The  humane  minifter  interpofed  and  reprefented  the 
above  circumftances  to  General  Wafhington,  and  he  to  Con- 
grefs,  in  confequence  of  which  young  Afgil  was  releafed  by 
their  order  in  the  month  of  November.] 
Jpril  19.  ^^^  United  Provinces  of  Holland  having  entered  into  ai- 
liance  with  France,  oflTenfive  and  defenfive,  confented  there- 
by to  defend  the  heedom  of  America,  and  now  refolved  to 
recognize  the  independency  of  faid  States,  and  in  confe- 
quence thereof  admitted  Jfohn  Adams,  Efq.  as  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary from  the  thirteen  United  States,  to  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States. General,  to  which  office  he  had  been 
arppointed  after  Congrefs  had  advice  of  the  capture  of  Henry 
Laurens,  Efq.  on  his  pafTage  from  Philadelphia  to  Holland, 
September  i2th,  1780. 

Mr.  Adams  had  prefented  addreftes  to  them  on  this  fub- 
jeft  in  the  months  of  March,  1781,  and  January,  1781^,  and 
theyhad  deliberated  on  permitting  him  to  deliver  credentials 
but  the  queftion  was  not  determined  till  this  day.  The  cre- 
dentials he  delivered  to  the  prefident  of  the  States-General, 
■was  conceived  in  the  following  terms  : 
"  Moft  Hjgh  and  Mighty  Lords, 
"  The  Unite4  States  of  America  in  Congrefs  afTembled, 
imprefTed  with  a  fenfe  of  the  prudence  and  magnanimity  ot 
their  High  MightinefTes,  and  of  their  unalterable  attach- 
ments to  the  rights  of  humanity,  and  being  defirous  of  cul- 
tivating a  friendfhip  with  a  nation  fo  remarkable  for  their 
wildom  and  moderation,  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Adams, 
an  ancient  deputy  in  Congrefs,  from  the  Province  of  Maffa- 
chufetts.and  a  member  of  the  Council  ot  that  State  to  refide 
jiear  their  High  MightinefTes,  in  quality  of  Minifter  Plenipo.. 
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tenllary,  to  the  ond  thatprooFmay  be  given  to  the  Republic     1782. 
of  the  high  efteem  the  Americans  entertain  of  their  High    ^    •^^ 
Mightinefles.     Alfo  iire  requefted  to  confide  unrefervedly 
in  whatever  faid  Minifter  fiiall  communicate  from  us,  and  es- 
pecially when  he  {hall  affure  them  of  the  fincerity  of  our  af- 
feaion  and  refpca,  &c.  S.HUNTINGTON, 

Philadelphia,  January  1,   1781.  Prejideni.^* 

A  few  days  after  delivery  of  the  above,  the  American 
Minifter  prefented  a  memorial  relative  to  the  bufinefs  of 
his  miflion  in  the  words  following,  viz.  "  That  he  was 
charged  with  an  order  of  Congrefs  to  propofe  to  the  States- 
General,  &c.  a  treaty  of  friendlhip  and  commerce,  &c.  be- 
tween the  two  Republics,  and  requefting  they  would  appoint 
one  or  more  of  its  fubjefts  to  confer  and  treat  with  him  on  this 
important  points"  JVfoy  1^. 

Commodore  Qillon,  commander  of  the  South  Carolina 
frigate,  in  a  letter  of  this  date  to  Governour  Matthews  of 
that  State,  informs  him  that  *Vhe,  together  with  a  fleet  of 
Spanilh  and  American  veflels,  failed  from  Havannah,  and 
inverted  New  Providence.  The  Spanifh  General  having 
fummoned  the  Governour  Maxwell  to  furrender,  he  deliv- 
ered up  the  ifland,  and  the  other  Bahamas,  by  ca'pitulation, 
to  the  Spanifii  General,  Cagigal,  in  behalf  of  the'cromi  of 
:    Spain. 

^       Although  there  are  not  many  good  harbours  among  thefe 

i,  iflands,  yet  when   it  is  confidered  that  they  extend  from  the 

latitude  of  21°  o',  to  the  latitude  of  27^  30'  north,  and  from 

the  longitude  of  70*^  to  about  the  longitude  oi  79^  weft  from 

London,  filling  up  thejeas  from  about  oppofue  the  centre 

of  the  ifland  of  Hifpanii"*.!,  to  above  half  way  down  the  ifland 

'    ol  Cuba,   and  then   ftretching  from  Cape  Florida,  to  very 

■    near  a-breft  o.f  Cape  Canaveral,  on  the  continent  of  North 

America,  .jifheir  being  in  pofFelfion  of  a  friend  or  an  enemy, 

)    is  of  no  fmall  confequence  to  the  United  States,  efpecially 

f  as  the  different  flioals  and  fmall  iflands,  form  a  (helttr  for 

.  cruifers,  and  from  the  particular  turn  thefe  people  have  for 

privateering,  they  fucceeded  fo  well  as  to  capture  upwards 

[    of  an  hundred  and  fixty  veffels,  during  the  laft  twelve  months, 

many  of  which  were  Americans.  May  oa 

Major-General  Wayne  at  Georgia,  writes  to  Major-Gen-  ' 
eral  Greene  of  this  date,  "  That  the  enemy  were  out  in  force 
from  Savannah,  in  confequence  of  which  be  put  the  troops  un- 
der his  command,  in  motion,  and  having  intelligence  the  2  ill 
of  May  in  what  mannei  the  troops  weic  difpolcd  ;  notwith- 
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1782.  ftandingthedifficultyof  the  rout  to  their  pofitior, as  well  as  the 
* — V**^  delicacy  of  a  meafure  that  would  place  him  between-  the 
whole  of  the  enemy's  force  in  Georgia,  but  relying  on  the  ac- 
tivity of  his  officers  and  troops  he  direfted  them  to  advance, 
upon  convi6lion,thatthefuccefs  of  an  attack  in  the  night  de- 
pended more  on  prowefs  than  numbers.  On  the  Ogeeberoad, 
aboutfour  miles  fouth-welf  of  Savannah,  his  vanguard  charged 
the  enemy  with  fuch  vivacity  as  immediately  terminated  in  the 
total  defeat  and  difperfion  of  all  the  Britifh  cavalry,  and  a  large 
body  ot  infantry  picked  from  the  7th  regiment,  the  HefTians, 
Fannings,  and  Browne's  regulars,  with  the  Chiftaco  Indians, 
lories,  &c.  commanded  by  Colonel  Browne.  The  almoft 
impenetrabre  thick  woods,  deep  raoraffes,  and  fwamps,  into 
which  they  plujiged  in  a  difperfed  (late,  under  cover  of  the 
night,  faved  them  from  total  ruin,  at  the  expenfe  of  a  great 
proportion  of  (heir  arms  and  horfes,  which  they  abandoned!' 
to  procure  perfonal  fafety.  A  number  fell  into  the  hands,  of 
Genera!  Wayne,  among  whorn  is  Lieutenahi-ColontlDong. 
las,  dangeroufly  wounded.  He  colIe6led  about  twenty  of 
thirty  of  their  beft  dragoon  horfes,  and  Colonel  Browne  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Ingram  did  not  get  back  to  Savannah 
till  the  fecand  night  alter  the  a6lion,  and  then  unattended. 

General  Wayne  eflfe^ed  this  fatiguing  march  of  foity 
miles  in  a  few  hours,  and  with  the  lofs  of  only  five  privates 
killed  and  two  wounded.  The  General  advanced  with  his 
troops  in  view  of  the  enemy's  lines,  but  the  commander, 
General  Clarke,  not  choofing  to  come  out,  he  marched  his 
troops  back  to  Ebenezer. 

General  LeJIie  now  commander  of  the  Royalifls  in  Caro- 
lina, in  confequence  ol  fome  officiarf  .pers,  he  had  received 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  before  he  left  the  continent,  pro- 
pofed  to  General  G\q&\\&  a  cejfation  of  arms  ;  but  as  the  latter 
had  no  advice  frf)m  Congiefs  on  (hat  fubje6^3^he  did  not 
think  himfelFal  liberty  to  make  fuch  an  agreertlfent. 

From  a  reprefentatation  of  the  cucumltances  of  the  Roy- 
alills  in  that  State,  it  appears  they  much  needed  the  ceflation 
propcfed.  The  flying  parties  from  Chailelfon,  though  they 
made  frequent  cxcui  lions  into  the  country,  had  ver^  little 
fuccefs.  The  Continentals  having  the  pollefllon  of  it,  it 
was  with  much  difficulty  riiey  got  fupplies  of  provifions  ex- 
cept "rorn  the  iflands,  which  were  greatly  intenupied.  It  was 
at  that  tin)e  reported  that  the  province  had  raifed  above  8o,coo 
barrels  ot  rice  the  year  (1781)  yet  the  Britilh  Ihips  could  not 
come  at  it  before,  and  were  obliged  to  leave  Charlefton  in 
bailaft.  ■  Their  army    there,   was  alfo  greatly    reduced    by 
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the  aftlons  they  had  been  engaged  in,  by  ficknefs,  and  by      1782. 
defertion.  ^  "y  '  ^ 

To  make  ajeparate  peace  with  the  United  States,  exclu- 
(ive  of  France,  was  the  objeft  of  the  aft  of  Parliament 
brought  to  America  by  Sir  Guy  Carlton. 

Hie  delivered  his  public'  papers  to  Mr.  Morgan,  his  Secre- 
tary, and  requefted  of  General  Wafliington  a  paffport  for 
him  to  Congrefs,  but  they  having  previous  knowledge  of  the 
tenor  of  the  aft,  direfted  the  commander  in  chief  not  to  grant 
the  paffport  requefted,  as  it  would  be  a  wafte  of  time  to  delib- 
erate on  terms  they  had  fome  time  before  refolved  were  in- 
admiffible  by  them. 

Congrefs  pafTed  the  following  aft  :  .7""^  2 1. 

•'  Whereas  the  enemy,  having  renounced  the  hope  ot  ac- 
complilhing  their  defigns  againft  the  United  States  by  force 
afOne,  are  reforting  to  every  expedient  which  may  tend  to  cor- 
rupt the  patriotilm  of  their  citizens,  or  to  weaken  the  founda- 
tion of  the  public  credit  :  And  in  purfuance  of  this  policy, 
are  encouraging,  to  the  utmoft,  a  clandelfine  traffic  between 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and  thofe  who  refide  within 
the  garrifons  and  places  therein,  now  in  their  pofl'eflion  : 
And  whereas  fome  of  the  faid  inhabitants,  prompted  either 
by  a  fordid  attachment  to  gain,  or  by  a  fecret  confpiracy  with 
the  enemies  of  their  country,  are  wickedly  engaged  in  carry- 
ing on  this  illicit  traffic,  whereby  a  market  is  provided  for  Br it- 
ifh  mcrchandiiies,  the  circulating  fpecie  is  exported  from  the 
United  States,  the  payment  of  taxes  rendered  more  difficult 
and  burthenfome  to  the  people  at  large,  and  great  difcourage- 
ment  occafioned  to  tv^nefl  and  lawful  commerce. 

*'  RefoLved,  that  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the 
Legiflatures  of  the.feveral  States,  to  adopt  the  mofl  effica- 
cious meafures  for  fuppreffingall  traffic  and  illicit  intercourfe 
between  their  refpeftive  citizens  and  the  enemy. 

"  Refolved,  that  the  Legiflatures,  or  in  cafe  of  their  recefs, 
the  Executives  of  the  feveral  States,  be  earneftly  requefted 
to  imprefs,  by  eveiy  means  in  their  power,  on  the  refpec^ive 
citizens  at  large,  the  baneful  confequences  apprehended  by 
Congrefs  from  a  continuance  ot  this  illicit  and  infamous 
traffic,  and  the  neceflity  of  co-operating  with  the  public 
meafures,  by  fuch  united,  patriotic,  and  vigilant  exertions, 
as  will  deteft  and  bring  to  legal  puniihment,  thofe  who  (hail 
have  been  in  any  manner  concerned  therein." 

Congrefs  removed  from  Philadelphia  to  Princeton  by  di-  J^une  26, 
reftion  of  their  Prefident,  E(ias  Boudinot,  Efq. 
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1782.  Their  removal  was  in  confequence  of  z.  mutiny,  which 

^  ly  "^  happened  among  a  few  of  the  Continental  troops  at  Phila- 
delphia (fome  Pennfylvania  levies  from  Lancafter.j  They 
feized  the  magazines,  artillery,  &c.  furrounded  the  Senate 
Houfe,  and  feni  a  letter  to  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs  de- 
manding "  Their  autiiority  to  appoint  fuch  officers  over 
them  as  they  couid  confide  in,  and  would  redrefs  their  griev- 
ances ;  that  they  had  only  twenty  minutes  to  deliberate, 

I  and  they  might  judge  of  the  confequences  if  they  refufed." 

The  Prefident  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  John  Dickinfon^ 
Efc],  interfered,  with  the  light  horfe,  &c.  But  it  appeared 
to  Congrefs,  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  in  Philadelphia, 
that  there  was  not  fufficient  energy  in  that  government  to 
prote6t  them  in  cafe  matters  were  brought  to  extremities, 
and  therefore  thought  it  prudent  for  that  body  to  quit  the 
city. 

June  29.  At  Sharon,  about  five  miles  from  Savannah,  General 
Wayne  was  attacked  in  a  violent  impetuous  manner  by  a 
large  body  of  Cherokee  Indians,  with  whom,  it  was  faid,  there 
was  a  Britifh  officer.  They  drove  a  light  company  in  the  rear 
of  Colonel  Pofey's  battalion,  and  took  two  pieces  of  artille- 
ry, but  Captain  Parker,  affifted  by  Captain  Gun,  with  his 
»roops  of  dragoons  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  notwithftand- 
ing  a  heavy  fire  and  hideouJ  yell.  At  the  lame  time  Colo- 
nel Poley  and  Major  Finley  charged  the  enemy  in  flank,  and 
foon  caufed  the  total  rout  of  the  lavages.  Fourteen  Indians 
and  two  whites  were  killed  ;  among  the  former  was  £wz/^ 
tiff  go,  their  principal  warriour.  General  Wayne  had  the 
precaution  to  prevent  a  junftion  of  the  Britifli  garrifon  at 
iiavannah  with  the  favages.  When  the  Royalifts  came  out 
he  drove  them  back.  They  took  one  Britifh  ftaadard,  and 
t>ne  hundred  and  twenty-feven  horfes  with  packs,  Qf  the 
CorM-lncntals,  five  were  killed,  and  eight  wounded.  The 
•  iollow.iiiig  (lory  was  told  in  Carolina  :  "  That  in  ifie  engage- 

ment, a  dngle  combat  was  fought  between  the  General  and 
the  Indian  chief  Emiftiffgo.  When  the  General's  horfe 
was  (hoi  tmder  him,  and  the  tomahawk  of  the  chief  uplifted, 
and  in  the  moment  of  putting  an  end  to  his  life,  a  dragoon, 
came  up  and  difpatc'ned  the  Indian  warriour  with  his  fword." 
This   day    the   Britifh  evacuated  Savannah,  in  Georgia, 

7'd\  21.  nnd  General  Wayne  took  poirelTion  of  it.  This  brave  man.hu- 
mane,  aod  geneious  as  he  is  brave,  inflead  of  makmg  them 
luffer  for  the  part  they  had  taken,  ifTued  general  orders  that 
Tip  iufuli  or  depredations  ihould  be  commiiied  on  the  inhab- 
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itants  by  his  troops  ;  the  civil  authority  to  take  cognizance      1782, 
of  criminals  and  default  if  any  there  was.  ^    y  <» 

The  merchants  and  traders  to  give  genuine  invoices  of 
their  goods  of  every  fpecies,  and  a  reafonable  profit  to  be 
allowed  them  for  fuch  articles  as  fliould  be  taken  tor  ufe  of 
the  army,  &c. 

The  Royalifts  under  the  orders  of  General  Leflie,  were  Alig,  ifi 
this  month  ravaging  Combakee  river,  in  queft  of  rice,  and 
Other  provifions  tor  the  garrifon  of  Charlefton.  General 
Greene  detached  fome  light  troops  under  General  Gift  to 
oppofe  them;  they  miffed  themj  and  were  obliged  to  retire 
iviihout  obtaining  their  objeft,  but  the  Continentals  fuftained 
a  very  heavy  lofs ;  Colonel  John  Laurens,  being  flain  this  day 
iti  21  (kirmifli  with  another  party  of  the  enemy's  troops. 
I'his  gentleman  was  fon  of  Henry  Laurens,  Elq.  late  Prefi- 
dent  of  Congrefsj  and  had  been  employed  by  theni  on  a  fpe- 
cial  embaliy  to  France,  to  obtain  a  loan  for  the  United 
States.  He  arrived  in  that  kingdom  the  i4ih  of  Novem-  \ 
ber,  and  having  fucceeded  in  his  negociation,  he  returned 
to  his  country  with.  Mr.T.  Paine  (who  accompanied  him 
there.)  He  is  the  laft  officer  of  note,  flaln  in  the  war,  and 
is  charafterized  "  As  having  poffeffed  abilities  equal  to  the 
higheft  ftations." 

Brigadier-General  Marrian  repulfcd  a  party  of  one  hud-  Jug.  a^j 
dred  horfe,  and  fome  dragoons,  who  had  crolled  Biggin's 
bridge  at  Fardo's  plantation,  under  Major  Frafer  ;  they  broke 
and  retreated  in  confufion,  leaving  behind  them  a  Captain 
Gillis,  and  three  men  dead  ;  otie  prilorierj  eight  horfes,  and 
a  mlilci  killed  and  taken.  General  Marrian  loft  his  ammu- 
nition waggorl,  and  baggage ;  the  driver  being  affrighted 
drove  offi  contrary  to  orders.  The  enemy  took  the  road  to 
Huge's  bridge,  and  Major  Gonyers  was  difpatched  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  The  day  after  this  affair  happened,  the  Gene- 
ral forwarded  the  above  account  to  Governour  Matthews. 

In  this  month  arrived  at  New  York,  Admiral  Lord  Hood,  September;. 
in  the  Barfleur,  from  the  Weft-Indies ;  and  Admiral  Pigot, 
with  feveral  fail  of  the  line,  from  Jamaica.     After  having 
recruited,  they  took  their  departure. 

A  treaty  of  commerce  was  figned  in  Holland  between    OSl.   7. 
the  Deputies  of  the  feven  United  Provinces,  and  Mr.  Adams 
Ambaflador  from  Congrefs.  ,    . 

The  Britifh  government  having  tried  every  means  in  their   Nov.  ^Oi 
power  to  fubjugate  theUnited  States  without  fuccefs,  were  at 
length  convinced,  it  was  time  to  give  over  the  war,  defift 
from  further  ofFcnfive  operations  in  America  j  and  enter  into 
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1782.     negociations  for  a  general  pacification,  as  France  and  th#    I 
^    y  11/    United  States  would  not  negociate  unlefs  jointljy. 

A  Commiffioner  was  fent  from  the  court  of  London,  to 
Paris  to  treat  with  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  there. 
The  provifional  articles  offered  by  Meflrs.  Adams,  Franiclin, 
Jay,  and  Laurens, '  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  were 
accepted  and  figned  at  Paris  this  day  by  them,  and  Richard 
Ofwald,  Efq.  the  Briiifti  CommilTioner.  In  the  firft  article, 
of  which  Great-Britain  acknowledges  the  thirteen  United  . 
States  of  America,  to  be  free,  fovereign,  independent  States, 
and  relinquifhes  ail  claim  to  the  government,  property,  and 
territorial  rights  of  the  fame. 

France  and  Holland  alfo  adjufted  their  difputes,  but  the 
feparate  treaties  with  them  were  not  figned  at  this  time.* 
Dec.  14.         General  Leflie,   with  the  Royalifts  evacuated  South  Ca- 
rolina.    The  civil  police  in  Charleflon  was  re-eftablilhed 
by  the  American  inhabitants. 

The  Americans  had  now  repoffeffion  ot  all  the  fouthern 
States.  It  was  faid,  not  lefs  than  eighteen  thoufand  men, 
had  been  employed  by  the  Britifh  in  tiieir  expeditions  ire 
that  quarter. 
1783.  The  Earl  of  Shelburne  was  Prime  Minifter,  on  deceafe 
y  y  /  of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  and  at  the  time  the  provi- 
fional articles  oT  peace  with  America  were  figned,  but  retir- 
ed from  the  helm  of  government,  before  the  ratification  of 
them.  The  Duke  of  Portland  was  mounted^n  his  place. 
Lord  North  came  again  into  adminiftration,  as  one  of  the 
principal  Secretaries  of  State;  but  theMiniftry,  formed  under 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  was  of  Ihort  duration,  and  a  new  ar- 
rangement took  place. 
January.  A  report  was  circulated  through  the  American  camp,. 
"  That  Congrefs  did  not  mean  to  comply  with  their  refolves, 
refpefting  half  pay."  This  operated  very  powerfully  on 
the  minds  of  the  officers  of  the  army^  and  occafioned  theni 
to  forward  an  addrefs  to  Congrels,  in  behalf  of  themfelves^ 
and  their  brethren,  the  foldiers.  They  afked  for  a  fupply 
of  money  to  be  forwarded  immediately  to  the  army,^  for  a 
fettlement  of  the  accounts  of  aireara!h;es  of  pay,  and  fe- 
curity  for  what  is  due  ;  for  a  commutation  of  halt  S,ox  full 
pay  for  a  certain  number  of  years,  or  for  a  fum  in  grofs  as 
fliould  be  agreed  on  ;  for  a  fettlement  of  accounts,  for  defic- 
iencies of  rations,  and  compenfations,  an  J  of  the  deficiencies 

*  Treaty  with   'France  figned  January  20,  1783,   with 
Holland  in  September, 
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-of  clothing  andcorapenfations.  They  conclude  their  addrefs       1783, 
iii  thefe  words  :  "  The  preffure  of  evils  and  injuries,  which     <    y    * 
in  the  courfe  of  feven  long  years  have  made  their  condition, 
in  many  inftances,  wretched,    they   therefore  entreat  that 
"Congrefs  (to  convince  the  army,  and  the  world,  that  the  in-     ., 
dependence  of  America  fliall  not  be  placed  on  the  ruin  of 
any  particular  clafs  of  citizens)  will  point  out  a  mode  for 
immediate  redrefs,  and  thst  the  difabled  officers  and  foldiers, 
with  the  widows  and  orphans  of  thofe  who  have  expended, 
or  may  expend  their  lives,  in  the  fervice  of  their  country  may 
be  comprehended,  and  that  fome  mode  be    pointed  out  for 
■the  eventual  payment  of  thofe  foldiers,  who  are  the  fubjefts 
<>f  the  refolution  of  Congrefs  of  the  15th  of  May,  1778." 

In  conlequence  of  this  addrefs,  Congrefs  pafled  the  foU  Jan.  25. 
lowing  refolves,  viz. 

|v  "  That  the  Superintendent  of  finance,  be  direcled  conform- 
able to  the  meafures  already  taken  for  that  purpofe,  as  foon 
as  the  ftate  of  the  public  finances  will  permit,  to  make  fuch 
'payment,  and  in  fuch  manner  as  he  fhall  think  proper  till  the 
further  order  of  Congrefs. 

"  With  refpecl  to  the  fecond  article  of  the  addrefs.  (The 
fettlement  of  accounts  of  the  arrearages  of  pay.)  That  the 
feveral  States  be  called  upon  to  complete,  without  delay,  the 
fettlements  with  their  refpeftive  lines  of  the  army,  up  to  the 
firftday  of  Auguft,  1780;  and  that  the  Superintendent  of  fi- 
nance to  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhall  appear  to  him,  moft 
proper,  tor  effefting  the  fettlement  from  that  period.  That 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  common  with  all  creditors 
of  the  fame,  have  an  undoubted  right  to  expe6l'fecurity  [for 
what  fhall  be  found  due]  and  Congrefs  will  make  every  ef- 
fort in  their  power,  to  obtain  from  the  refpeftive  States,  fub- 
ftantial  funds  adequate  to  the  objeft  of  funding  the  whole 
debt  of  the  United  States,  and  will  enter  upon  an  immediate 
and  full  confideration  of  the  nature  of  fuch  funds,  and  the 
mofl  likely  mode  of  obtaining  them." 

The  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  fub» 
iecl  of  the  addrefs,  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

General  M'Dougal  and  Colonel  Ogden,  two  of  the  army  FeL  8, 
agents,  difpaiched  to  Congrefs  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  addrefs, 
in  a  letter  to  General  Knox,  made  known  to  the  army- 
their  fuccefs  ;  and  Colonel  Brooks  returned  to  camp,  to  in, 
forni  them,  by  vvord  of  mouth,  of  the  profpeti  of  commuta- 
tion, or  obtaining  an  equivalent  for  half  pay,  which  they 
|iad  propofed  in  their  addrefs.  General  M'Dougal  contin- 
ued  at  Congrefs  on  the  army  bufinefs,  whiiH  the  imprcfiion 
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1783.      of   the  report  which  bccafioned  the  addrefs  to  Congrefs 

<  J.iy  '7    (however  falfe)  remained  on  the  minds  of  fome. officers ;  and 

nolwithftanding  Congress    were  doing  all  that  the  circum- 

ilances  of  the  Stales  would  admit  to  relieve  and  fatisfy  the 

army. 

March  10.  Sotfie  ananymous  papers,  addrefled  to  the  officers,  &c. 
made  their  appearance,  and  were  calculated  to  inflame  their 
minds,  and  caufe  fedition  in  the  army,  but  the  wife  and  pru- 
dent condu6l  of  the  commander  in  chief  prevented  it. 

^arck  18.  The  commander  in  chief,  in  a  letter  to  the  Prelident  of 
Congrefs,  dated  this  day,  inclofed  the  refult  of  the  grand 
convention  of  officers,  who  had  met  agreeable  to  his  orders, 
on  the  i^thinftant  ;  his  Excellency  opened  the  convention 
with  an  addrefs  to  them  on  the  fubjecl;  of  their  being  called 
together,  in  which  he  acquaints  them  that,  "  By  an  anony- 
mous fummons,  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  convene  you 
together;  how  inconfiffent  with  the  rules  ot  propriety  [ 
how  unmilitary  !  and  how  fubverfive  of  all  good  order  and 
d-ifcipline  !  let  the  good  fenfe  of  the  army  oecide.  In  the 
moment  of  this  fummons,  another  anonymous  pioduftion 
was  fent  into  circulation,  addreffed  more  to  the  feelings  and 
paffions,  than  to  the  reafon  and  judgment  of  the  army  ;  the 
author  of  the  peace  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  the  good-> 
nefs  of  his  pen,  and  I  could  wifh  he  had  as  much  credit  for 
the  rectitude  of  his  heart ;  for  as  men  fee  through  different 
opticks,  and  are  induced  by  the  reflefting  faculties  of  the 
mind,  to  ufe  different  means  to  obtain  the  fame  end,  the 
author  of  the  addrefs  fhould  have  had  more  charity  than  to 
mark  for  fufpicion  the  man,  who  fhould  recommend  modera- 
tion and  longer  forbearance,  or  in  other  words,  who  does 
not  think  as  he  thinks,  and  aft  as  he  advifes.  But  he  had 
another  plan  in  view,  in  which  candour  and  liberality  of 
fentiment,  regard  to  juftice  and  love  of  country,  have  na 
part;  and  he.was  right  to  infinuate  the  darkeit  fufpicion,  td 
affetl  the  blackeft  defigns. 

'*That  the  addrefs  is  drawn  with  great  art,  and  is  defigned  to 
anfwer  themoftinfidiouspurpofes;  that  it  is  calculated  to  im-> 
prefs  the  mind  with  an  idea  of  premeditated  injufticein  the 
foyereign  power  of  the  United  States,  androufe  all  thofe  re- 
fcntments  which  muft  unavoidably  flow  from  fuch  a  belief; 
that  the  fecret  mover  of  this  fcheme  (whoever  he  may  be) 
intended  to  take  advantage  ot  the  paffions,  while  they  were 
warmed  by  the  recollecfion  of  pafl  dillrelfes,  without  giving 
time  for  cool  deliberate  thinking, and  that  ccmpofure  of  mind, 
\yhich  is  fo  neceffary  to  give  dignity,  and  liability  to  meaf- 
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ures,  is  rendered  too  obvious  by  the  mode  of  conducling  1783. 
the  bufinefs  to  need  other  proof  than  a  reference  to  the  pro.  V— ,y^ 
ceeding.  Thus  much,  gentlemen,  I  have  thought  it  incum- 
bent on  me  to  obferve  to  you,  to  (hew  upon  what  principles 
I  oppofed  the  irregular  and  hafty  meeting,  which  was  propof- 
ed  to  have  been  held  on  Thurfday  lafl,  and  not  becaufe  I 
wanted  a  difpofition  to  give  you  every  opportunity  confid- 
ent with  your  own  honour,  and  the  dignity  of  the  army  to 
make  known  your  grievances,"  8cc.  After  {hewing  theim- 
prafticability  of  the  meafures  propofed  in  the  anonymous 
addrefTes,  his  confidence  in  the  gratitude  and  juftice  of  Con- 
grefs,and  pledginghimfelf  to  exert  whatever  ability  he  pofTefT- 
ed  in  their  favour,  and  recommending  them  not  to  take  any 
meafures  which,  viewed  in  the  calm  light  of  reafon,  would 
leflen  the  dignity  they  had  hitherto  maintained.  His  ExceU 
lency  withdrew,  and  the  convention  unanimoufly  refolved 
to  prefent  him  their  thanks  for  his  excellent  fpeech.  ^ 

General  Knox,  Colonel  Brooks,  and  Captain  Howard, 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  fome  refolutions, 
txprefiTive  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  convention.  They  report- 
ed, and  the  convention 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the 
prefent  war,  the  officers  of  the  American  army,  engaged  in 
thefervice  of  their  country,  from  the  purefl  love  and  attach- 
ment to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  human  nature,  which  mo- 
tives flill  exift  in  the  highefl  degree,  and  that  no  circum- 
ffance  of  diflrefs  or  danger  fhall  induce  a  conduct,  that 
may  tend  to  fully  the  reputation  and  glory,  which  they  have 
acquired  at  the  price  of  their  blood,  and  eight  years  faithful 
fervices. 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  armv  continue  to  have 
an  unfhaken  confidence  in  thejuffice  of  Congrefs  and  their 
country,  and  are  fully  convinced  that  the  Reprefentatives 
of  America  will  not  dilband,  or  difperfe  the  army,  until  their 
accounts  are  liquidated,  the  balances  accurately  afcertained, 
and  adequate  funds  eftabiiflied  for  payment.  And  in  this 
arrangement,  the  officers  expeft  that  the  half  pay,  or  com- 
mutation of  it,  fhould  be  efficacioufly  comprehended. 

"Refolved  unanimoufly, that  hisExcellency  the  command- 
er in  chief,  be  requeffed  to  write  to  his  Excellency  the  Piei- 
ident  of  Congrefs,  earnellly  intreating  the  more  ipeedy  de- 
cifion  of  that  honourable  body,  upon  the  fubjefts  of  our  late 
addrefs,  which  was  forwarded  by  a  committee  of  the  army, 
fome  of  whom  are  waiting  upon  Congrefs,  for  the  refult. 
In  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  this  event  would  be  high^ 
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17^3'     h  fatisfaftory,  and  would  produce  immediate  tranquillity  in 
»  I  y  ii/    the  minds  of  tlie  army,  and  prevent  any  further  machinations 
of  defigning  men  to  low  difcord  between  the  civil  and  mili>. 
lary  powers  of  the  United  States. 

*•  Refolved  unanimouQy,  that  the  ofncers  of  tKe  American 
army  view  with  abhorrence,  and  rejeft  with  difdain  the  in- 
famous propofitions  contained  irj  a  laie  anonymous  addrefs 
to  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  refent  with  indignation  tlie 
fecret  attempts  of  fome  unknown  perfons,  to  colle£i  the  offi- 
cers together,  in  a  manner,  totally  fubverfive  to  all  difcipline 
and  good  order. 

"  Refolved  unanimoufly,  that  the  thanks  of  the  officers  of 
the  army,  be  given  to  the  committee  who  prefeuted  to  Con- 
grefs  the  late. addrefs  of  the  army,  for  the  wiKdom  and  pru- 
dence with  which  they  have  conducted  that  bufinefs ;  and 
that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  be  tranfmitted  by 
the  Prefidentto  Major-General  M'Dougal  ;  and  that  he  be 
requefted  to  continue  his  felicitations  at  Congrefs,  until  the 
obj(f6isof  his  miffion  are  accomplifhed.  The  meeting  was 
then  diffolved.  (Signed) 

HORATIO  GATES, 

•  '      Prtfidmtr 

Mc-rch  22.      This  day  Congrefs  came  to  the  following  refolutions : 

"  Whereas  the  officers  ol  the  feveral  lines  under  the  imme-P 
diate  command  of  his  Excellency,  General  WaOiington,  did 
by  their  late  memorial  tranfmitted,  reprefent  to  Congrefs 
that  the  half  pay  granted  by  fundry  refolutions,  was  regarded 
in  an  unfavourable  light  1»*  the  citizens  of  fome  of  the 
States,  who  would  prefer  a  compenfation  for  a  limited  term 
of  years,  or  by  a  fum  in  giofs,  to  an  eftablifhment  for  life  ; 
and  did,  on  that  account,  folicit  a  commutation  ol  their  half 
pay  for  an  equivalent, in  one  of  the  modes  abovementioned,  in 
order  to  removealifubjeftsot  diffatisfa£lion  from  the  minds  of 
their  fellow  citizens.  And  whereas,  Congrefs  are  deftrous,  as 
well  of  gratifying  thereafonable  expetlations  ot  the  officers  of 
the  army,  as  of  jemoving  al!  obje6lions  which  may  exift  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  principles  of  the  half 
pay  ellablilhment,  lor  which  the  faith  ot  the  United  States 
h^th  been  pledged  ;  perfuaded  that  thofe  objeftions  can  on- 
ly  arife  from  the  nature  of  the  compenfation,  not  from  any 
indifpofition  to  compenfate  thofe,  whofe  fervices,  facrifices 
and  fuffefings,  have  iojullly  a  title  to  the  approbation  and  re- 

•)  wards  of  their  country. 

.  "  Tfierefore  refolved,  that  fueh  officers  as  are  now  in  fer- 

yice,  ajod  fhail  continue  therein  to  the  end  of  the  war,  fhalj 
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fee  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  five  years  full  pay  in'     1783. 

money,  and  fecurides  on  intereft,  at  Vik  per  cent,  per  annum,     v^..ydil/ 

as  "Congrefs  (hall  find  moft  convenient;  inftead  of  the  half. 

pay  promifed  for  life,   by  the  refolution  of  the  21ft  day  of 

0£lober,  1780.     The  faid  fecurities  to  be  fach  as  fhall  be 

given  to  the  creditors  of  the  United  States.     Provided  that 

it  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of   the  refpetlive  States,  and 

not  of  officers  ;  individuals  in  thofe  States  to  accept  or  refufe 

the  fame.     And  provided  a!fo,  that  their  eleaion  (hall  be  fig^ 

nified  to   Congrefs,  through  the  commander  in  chief,  from 

the  lines  under  his  immediate  command  within  two  months ; 

and  through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fouthern  army* 

from  thofe  under  his  command,  within  fix  months,  from  the* 

date  of  thi3  refolution. 

"  That  the  fame  commutation  (hall  extend  to  the  corps 
not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  particular  States,  and  who  are 
entitled  to  half  pay  tor  life  as  aforefaid  ;  the  acceptance  or 
refulal  to  be  determined  by  corps,  and  to  be  fignified  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  within  the  fame  time  as  above  mention- 
ed. 

"  That  all  officers  belonging  to  the  hofpital  department, 
who  are  entitled  to  half  pay  by  the  refolution  of  the  17th 
day  of  January,  1781,  may  col'leaively  agree  to  accept,  or 
refufe  the  aforefaid  commutation,  fignifying  the  fame  thro' 
the  commander  in  chief,  within  fix  months  from  this  time. 

"  That  fuch  officers  as  have  retired  at  different  periods, 
entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  may.'colleaively  in  each  Stated 
in  which  they  are  inhabitants,  accept  or  refufe  the  fame ;  their 
acceptation  orrefufal  to  be  fignified  by  agents,  authorized  for 
that  purpofe,  within  fix  months  from  this  period.  That 
with  refpetl  to  fuch  letiring  officers,  the  commutation,  if  ac- 
cepted by  them,  fhall  be  m  lieu  of  whatever  may  be  now 
due  to  ihem,  fince  the  time  of  their  retiring  from  fervice,.  as 
wall  as  of  what  might  hereafter  become  due,  and  that  as  foora 
as    their    acceptance  (hall  be  fignified,  the  Superintendent  ' 

of  finance  be,  and  he  is  hereby  direaed  to  take  meafures 
lor  the  fettlement  of  their  accounts  accordingly,  and  to  ifTue 
to  them  certificates  bearing  interefl  at  fix  per  cent. 

"  That  all  officers  entitled  to  half  pay  for  life,  not  included  ! 

in  the  preceding  refolution,  may  alfo  colleaively  agree  to 
accept,  or  refufe  the  aforefaid  commutation,  fignifying  the 
fame  within  fix  months  from  thjs  time." 

The  war  being  ended,  we  will  now  fee  how  the  account 
ifands,  and  we  Ihall  find  the  following  to  be  a  juft  Itatemeat 
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1783.  A  lofs  to  Great-Britain,  of  two  large  armies,  captured  by 

i—,,^    the  States  (exclufive  of  many  thoufands,  killed  and  taken 

in  various  adions  of  the  war.)     Thirteen  colonies  difmem- 

bered  from  them,  and  an  increafe  of  their  national  debt,  m 

feven  years,  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 

ThcUnited  States  have  gained  independency  and  the  liberty 
they  contended  for,  and  find  their  debt  to  be  lefs  than  forty- 
five  millions  of  dollars  (which  is  Ihort  of  ten  million  pounds 
ilerling,  viz.  {£9,99SAH  Sf-  ^^'  fterling.) 

The  national  debtof  Great-Britain,  at  this  period,  amounts 
to  the  enormous  fum  of  two  hundred  and  forty  million 
pounds  fterling. 

The  whole  of  the  American  debt  is,  viz. 

Foreign  debt  -         -         -  7^^^5^^^5. 

Domeftic  do.         -  -  34' 115.290 

Annual  intereft  on  both,  foreign  at     ^ 

5   per  cent,  domeftic,    6    per      >  2,415,956 
cent,  per  annum  J 

Dollars  44,416,331 

ju  •/  Congrefs  took  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  their  national 

f^  1^*  debt,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  dlfcharging  it,  and  reftoring  the 
public  credit,  they  recommended  and  refolved  on  "Art 
impoft  upon  goods  imported  into  the  States  from  any  for- 
eign ports."  On  the  articles  of  rum,  fugar,  molafTes,  wine^ 
cotton,  coffee,  and  India  teas,  the  duty  is  flipulated  and  fixed. 
On  all  other  goods  (agree.-*  !e  to  this  refolve)  a  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  is  to  be  paid.  This  import  to  continue 
not  longer  than  twenty-five  years.*  Congrefs  alfo  recom- 
mended  to  the  feveral  States  to  eftablifh  for  the  fame  term, 
fubftantial  revenues,  as  (hould  be  moft  convenient  to  fupply 
their  refpeflive  proportions  of  one  million  five  hundred 
thoufand  dollars  annually,  exclufive  of  the  forementioned 
duties. 
jyf  r  At,  or  about  the  time  Congrefs  had  agreed  on  the  commu^ 
■^  tationaB,  they  received  advice,  that  the  provifional  articles 

of  peace  were  figned,  but  as  the  Definitive  Treaty  was  de- 
layed, the  army  could  not  prudently  be  totally  difbanded. 
Economy  was  therefore  conluhed,  and  it  was  thought  propef 
to  lelfen'the  public  expenditures  as  conveniently  as  could  be 

*  The  plan  of  Impojl  zoas  not  adopted  by  all  the  States, 
till  the  nezv  Federal  Con/iUution  took  place  in  1789. 

In  their firji  fejfion,  thev  pojfed  "  an  impofi  bill,"  and  tm^~ 
toji  ojjices  were  ejiabli/he'd  in  each  State  of  the  Union, 
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done.     Accordingly  Congrefs  refolved,  "To  inftru6l  the      1783. 
commander  in  chief  to  gr^ini  furloughs  to  the  non-commif-     ^  .y  1  <* 
fioned  officers  and  foldiers,  enlifted  loferve  during  the  war, 
who  were  to  be  difcharged  as  foon  as  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded,  together  with  a  proportionable  num- 
ber of  commiffioned  officers. 

-As  foon  as  this  refolution  was  known  by  the  army,  and  the  jtxnii 
commander  in  chief  had  iffued  orders  conformable  thereto,  the 
Generalsand  officersof  the  troops,  in  cantonment  onHudfon's 
river,  addreflled  his  Excellency  on  the  fubjeft  ;  and  expreff- 
ed  their  diffatistaftion  with  it.  They  folicit  him,  "  That  thd 
order  of  the  fecond  of  June,  founded  on  the  aft  of  Congrefs, 
of  the  2flth  of  May,  may  be  fufpended,  or  varied  in  its  oper- 
ation. So  far  as  that  no  officer  or  foldier  be  obliged  to  re- 
ceive a  furlough,  until  that  Honourable  body  can  be  appri25- 
ed  of  the  wretched  fituation  into  which  they  muft  be  plung- 
ed by  a  conformity  to  it.  That  your  Excellency  will  en- 
deavour to  prevail  on  Congrefs,  nay,  that  on  the  principles 
of  common  juflice,  you  willinfift  that  neither  officer  nor 
foldier  be  compelled  to  leave  the  field,  until  a  liquidation  of 
accounts  can  be  efFefted,  tillthe  balances  are  afcertained,  cer- 
tificates for  the  fums  due  given,  including  the  commutation 
of  half  pay  to  the  officers,  and  the  gratuity  of  eighty  dollars 
to  the  foldiers,  and  till  a  fupply  of  money  can  be  furnilhed 
lufficient  to  carry  us  from  the  field  of  glory,  with  honour  to  • 

ourfelves  and  credit  to  our  country." 

To  this  addrefs,  the  commander  in  chief,  returned  an  an^ 
fwer,  and  juflifies  the  meafure  Congrefs  had  taken,  "  That  it 
undoubtedly  was  by  a  reduftion  of  expenfe,  to  enable  the 
financier  to  m«ke  the  three  months  pay  to  the  a»my,  which 
on  all  hands  have  been  agreed  to,  be  absolutely  and  indifpen- 
fably  neeefTary." 

His  Excellency  informed  them  that  he  had  fent  a  meflag^ 
to  the  financier  to  urge  the  neceffity  of  forwarding  the  notes 
[for  the  three  months  payment]  with  all  poffible  difpatch. 
That  the  expenfe  of  every  day,  feeding  the  whole  army, 
would  increafe  very  confiderably,  the  inability  of  the  public, 
to  difcharge  the  debts  already  incurred,  at  leafl,  for  a  confid- 
erable  time  to  come. 

His  Excellency  relying  on  the  good  intentions  of  Con- 
grefs, refpeftingthe  army,  he  complied  on  certain  conditions, 
with  the  requefl  of  the  officers,  in  their  addrefs  to  him, 
confidering  furloughs  in  all  fervices,as  a  matter  of  indulgence, 
and  not  of' compulfion. 

On  this  day,  the  commander  in  chief  wrote  to  his  Excel-     7une  7* 
lencv,  the  Prefident  of  Congrefs,  from  his  Head  Q^uartera 
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1783.     at  Newburjrh/  and  enclofed  to  him  the  addrefi,  of  the  Gene- 
'^-V— '    rgls  and  officers,  to  him,  and  his  anfwer.     He  informed  fhr 
Prefident  that  the  principle  fubjeas  of  -complaint,  was  the 
'    delay  of  the  three  months  payment,  and  the  fettlement  of  ac- 
counts ;  that  he  had  made  fome  little  alterations  refpeftinff 
furloughs,  &c.  ^         ^ 

June.  21.       General  Greene  took  leave  of  the  army  he  had  command, 
ed  in  Carolina,  and  in  his  general  orders  of  this  date,  he  tells 
them  "  It  is  his  happinefs  that  he  had  the  honour  to  command 
an  army,  not  lefs  diftinguiihed  for  its  patience,  than  bravery; 
and  It  will  add  no  fmall  luftre  to  your  charafter  to  fay,  that 
you  have  lejeaed  with  abhorrence,   the  praQice  of  plunder- 
ing and  the  exercife  of  cruelty,  although  urged  by  your  ne- 
ceffities  to  the  former,  and  by  the  example  of  your  enemie§ 
to  the  la'ft.     United  by  principle,   and  connefted  by  aflfec- 
tion,  you  have  exhibited  to  the  world,  a  proof  that  elevated 
fouls,  and  perfevering  tempers,  can  triumph  over  every  dif- 
ficulty." ^ 
Augv/lj.        Congrefs,  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  (rf  the  fervices  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stales,  wiftied 
to  exhibit  a  per7nanent  teftimony  of  it,  and  at  their  feffion  in 
Prmceton,  refolved  to  ereft  a  monument  o\  General  Wafli- 
ington,  viz.  "That  an  equeftrian  ftatue  of  his  Excellency 
be  erefted  at  the  place  where  the  refidenee  of  Congrefs  (hall 
be  eflabhfhed.     The  American   Commiffioners  in  France, 
to  employ  the  heft  artifts  in  Europe  to  execute  the  defign ,' 
which  Congrefs  propofed,  fhould  be  as  follows,  viz.  "  On 
the  marble  pedeftal,  which  is  to  fupport  the  ftatue,  is  to  be 
reprefented  in  Bajo  relievo,  the  principal  events  of  the  war, 
m  which  General  Walhington  commanded  in  perfon,  evac-  ' 
uation  of  Bofton,  capture  of  Trenton,  battle  of  Princeton 
aaion  at  Monmouth,  furrender  of  York."     Befides  this  in- 
tended demonilration  of  refpeft,  at  the  requeft  of  Congrefs,  | 
his  Excellency  attended  them  the  26th  of  Auguft,  and  re- 
Au^.  26.   ceived  the  united  thanks  of  America,   in  an  addrefs' to  him 
by  their  Prefident  (Elias  Boudinot,  Efq.) 
,    "  Your  Excellency's  fervices  (faid   the  Prefident)  have 
been  effential  in  acquiring,  and  eflablifhing  the  freedom  and 
independence  of  your  country,  they  deferve  the  grateful  ac- 
knowledgments of  a  free  and  independent  nation.     Thefe 
acknowledgments,  Congrefs  have  the  fatisfaaion  of  addref- 
fing  to  your  Excellency.     Hoftilities  have  now  ceafed,  but 
your  country   ftill  needs  your  fervice,  and  wifhes  to  avail 
;                  herfelf  of  your  talents,  informing  the  arrangements  which 
will  be  neceffary  for  it  in  the  time  of  peace,"  &c.  &c.     At 
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roclamation   to  d  fband   thei?  armv  •     tL     ^  i         • 

King  j^r^^vt;  r/jSo'fro-sr J 

en    .rioughed    fhould  be  abWu.ely  difcharged^Tfer  ,1  e 

rio,  ^h   ?  '  ^.^l"*  °^  ■'■=  "ffi""  deranged,   and  o,. 

'lough,  are  no«r    d.fpenftd  wiih,  and  the?  ha»e    ner 

\l  r      ,      P«-ocIaniation,  Conarefs  give  their  thanL-s: 

he  army  for  their  exertions  ,n  the  caufe  oT  Amer  c  and 
,;  common  rights  of  mankind.  ^vmenca,  and 

rne  mode  of  difbanding  the  army,  was  weU  calculated  tn 
.vent  any diforders  which  m:ght  hiiebeen  th  con  ete„  ^ 
difmiffinga  large  number  of  men  in  a  bodv.  The  adv,4  of 

s  to  pay.  and  con^penfate  them  in  fach  manner  aVthe 
jay  oj  tne  Un.ted  States  would  permit,  operated  to  leep 
m  qiuet,  and  prevent  tumult.  '    F      "^^  to  keep 

-ci^eral  WaOiington.  in  his  farewel  Orders  of  this  date     XT 
k  eave  of  the  army  in  a  very  afFe6J.onate  add.  efs  o   hem      ^  '"^ 

ff^  'ht wfc  f'^  f^r'  ''^y  ^^^  given  himrand  ex: 
irned   rn  '  '^'^.^^'^^'^  ^'-'od   conduft.  when  they 

rned  to  their  at.zenfh.p.  and  alio  , that  th^y  mi^ht  be 
3ly  rewarded  for  their  fer vices.  ^  "ngtu  oe 

t-l-T/'^'  '''!  ^^^  of  'November,  the  firft  divifion  of    M.r 
Oe  2^th  of  (lie  fame  month,  the  BritiOjarmy  evacuated 

I  the  celebration  ot  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  at  New  n 
k  the  commander  in  chief  of  .he  ALri^an  a^v  e^  '' 
red  his  defire  to  refign  his  comm.flion,  and  to  retire 
of  m-r  P''",''P''  ''^'''''  ^^'^  ^^'''^  l^'"^  f^^d  trod  the 
Tica  on7,^'°T  '"^  ^.^.g^'"^d  laurels  in  the  fields  of 
Tc^^,  took  their  leave  of  his  Excellency,  refigned  their 
^nuons  and  returned  to  their  former  flations  of  private 
ens       General  Wafhington  left  the  city.   crofTed  N'ortb 

'J-ina;  aad  here  he  del,\/ered  into  thciT  hands  r|,C  co-p 
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1783.     miffion  he  bad  received  from  them,  and  had  fo  ably  and  fuc- 

»     yi  —*     cefstuUy  executed.  •  1      j 

Bee.  2^.        The  ceremony  performed  on  this  occafion  is  thus  re.ated : 

'  "On  the  25th  day  ot  December,  a  beautiful  group  ot  ladies 

appeared  at  Congref*,   the    Governour,  Council    and  Le- 

giflature  ot  that  State,  feveral  general  officers,  the  Conlul  of 

France,  and  the  refpeftable  citizens  of  Annapolis.    Congrefs 

were  feated'and  covered  as  reprefentatives  of  the  fovereignty 

of  the  union,  the  fpeftators  uncovered  and  ftanding. 

His  Excellency,  alter  a  decent  paufe,  addreffed  Congrefs 
in  the  following  words : 

•'  The  great  events  on  which  my  refignation  depended, 
having  at  length  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honour  ot  of- 
fering my  unciere  congratulations  to  Congrefs,  and  of  pre- 
fenting  myfelf  before  them  to  furrender  into  their  hands 
the  truft  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim 'the  indulgence  oi 
retiring  from  the  fervice  of  my  country,  happy  in  the  con- 
firmation ot  our  independency  and  fovereignty,  and  pleafed 
with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  becoming* 
I          a  refpeftable  nation.     I  refign  -with  fatisfaaion  the  appoirit- 
ment  I  received  with  diffidence  ;  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities 
to  accomplilh  fo  arduous  a  tafl;,  which,  however  was  fuper- 
feded  by  a  confidence  in  the  re6litude  of  our  caufe,  the  lup- 
port  of  the  fupreme  power  of  the  union,  and  the  patronage  ot 
heaven."     Alter  encomiums  on  the  army,  and  recommend- 
■  ^ng  to  the  notice  of  Congrefs,  his  houfehold  confidential  fer* 
yants,  hisExcellency  proceeded  :  ^'  I  confider  it  as  an  indif- 
penfable  duty  to  clofe  this  laft  aft  of  my  official  life,  by  re- 
commending the  intereftsof  our  deareft  country  to  the  pro- 
teftion  ot  almighty  God,  and  thofe  who  have  the  fi^perinten- 
dencjs  of  them  to  his  holy  keeping.  Having  finilhed  the  work 
affigned  me,  I  retire  from  the  great  theatre  ot  aftion,  and  bid- 
ding an  alFeftionate  farewel  to  thisauguft  body,  under  whofe 
orders  I  have  fo   long  afted,  I  here  offer  my  comrniffion 
and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  lite.' 

This  was  a  moving  fcene :  "  Congrefs,  (as  the  Prefiden 
pxpreffiid  it)  received  his  addrefs  and  refignation  with  emo 
tions  too  atlefting  for  utterance." 

The  United  States  of  America  being  now  free,  fovereig 
and  independent,  the  author  of  Common  Senfe  fays,  "Sh 
has  an  arduous  talk  before  her,  that  is,  to  make  a  wife  itr 
provementof  her  independence;  fuch  an  improvement  i 
will  promote  its  profperity,  and  make  it  illuftrious  among  th 
nations.  Finance,  revenue  and  funds  are  among  the  fir 
ptjefis  of  its  attention  \  to  do  juftice  to  the  foldieis,"  &c, 
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We  cannot  better  conclude  a  journal  of  the  principal       1783. 
incidents  of  the  American  war,  than  with  the  following  per-    v     y,  ■■■/ 
tinent  refle£lions  thereon,  contained  in  an  excellent  addrcfs 
of  Judge  Jay,  delivered  on  a  public  occafion  at  New  York, 
when  he  was  chief  Juftice  of  that  State. 

"  The  war  (faid  the  chief  Juftice)  was  begun  and  has  been 
fuccefstul,  in  a  manner  lo  fingular,  and  I  may  fay  miraculous, 
that  when  future  ages  (hall  read  the  hiftory,  they  will  be 
tempted  to  confider  it  as  fabulous. 

"  What,  among  other  things,  can  appear  more  unworthy 
of  credit,  than  that  in  an  enlightened  age,  in  a  celebrated 
and  chriftian  country,  in  a  nation  fo  celebrated  for  humanity, 
as  well  as  love  of  liberty  and  juftice,  as  theEnglilh  oncejuftly 
were,  a  prince  (hould  arife,  who,  by  the  influence  of  corrup- 
tion onIy,fhould  be  able  to  feduce  them  into  a  combination, 
to  reduce  three  millions  of  his  moft  loyal  and  affeftionafe  fub- 
jefts  to  abfolute  flavery,  under  pretence  of  a  right  appertain- 
ing to  God  alone,  of  binding  them  in  all  cafes  whatever^  not 
even  excepting  cafes  of  confcience  and  religion  ? 

"  What  can  appear  more  improbable, though  true,  than  that 
this  prince,  and  this  people  Ihould  obftinateiy  fteel  their 
hearts,  and  (hut  their  ears  agalnft  the  moft  humble  petitions, 
and  affeftionate  remonftrances,  and  unjuftly  determine  by 
violence  and  force,  to  execute  defigns  which  were  repro- 
bated by  every  principle  of  humanity,  equity,  gratitude,  and 
policy.  Defigns  which  would  have  been  execrable  if  intend- 
ed againft  favages  and  enemies,  and  yet  formed  againft  men 
defcended  from  the  fame  common  anceftors  with  ihemfelves  ; 
men  who  had  liberally  contributed  to  their  fupport,  and 
cheerfully  fought  their  battles,  even  in  remote  and  baleful 
countries  ? 

"Will  it  not  appear  extraordinary,  that  thirteen  colonies, 
the  obje£l  of  thefe  wicked  defigns,  divided  by  variety  of 
governments  and  manners,  (liould  immediately  become  one 
people,  and  though  without  funds,  without  magazines,  with- 
out difciplined  troops,  in  the  face  of  their  enemies  unani- 
moufly  determine  to  be  free,  and  undaunted  by  the  power 
of  Britain,  refer  their  caufe  to  the  juftice  of  the  Almighty, 
and  refofve  to  repel  force  by  force  ;  thereby  prefenting  to 
the  world  an  illuftrious  example  of  magnanimity  and  viitue, 
fcarcely  to  be  paralleled? 

"Will   it  not  be  matter  of  doubt  and  wonder,  that  not-  ^ 

wiihftanding  thefe  difficulties,  they  fhould  raife  armies,  eftab- 
lifli  funds,  carry  on  commerce,  grow  rich  by  the  fpoils  of 
their  enemies,  and  bid  defiance  to  ihe  armies  of  Britain,  and 
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1783.  the  favages  of  the  wildernefs  ?  Buthowerer  incredible  thefe 
^  .yiM^  things  in  future  may  appear,  we  know  them,  to  be  true;  and, 
we  fhould  always  remember  that  the  many  remarkable  means 
and  events  by  which  our  wants  have  been  fupplied,  and  our 
enemies  repelled,  or  reftrained,  are  fuch  ftrong  and  ftriking 
proofs  of  the  interpofition  of  heaven,  that  our  having  been 
hitherto  delivered  from  the  threatened  bondage  of  Britain, 
ought  like  the  emancipation  of  the  Jews  from  Egyptian  fer- 
vitude,  to  be  forever  afcribed  to  its  true  caufe,  and  inftead  of 
fwelling  our  hearts  with  arrogant  ideas  ot  our  prowefs 
and  importance,  kindle  in  them  a  flame  of  gratitude  and  pi- 
ety, which  may  confume  all  remains  of  vice,  and  irreligion." 
The  fmiles  of  heaven  on  the  American  Revolution  thro* 
its  feveral  ftages,  muft  be  confefTed  by  all,  who  have  paid  at- 
tention to  the  events.  The  following  have  been  noticed  as 
remarkable,  "  The  fewnefs  of  apoflacies  in  the  capital  cha- 
rafters,  the  fewnefs  of  defertions  to  the  enemy  ;  the  failors, 
taken  in  the  American  fervice,  have  preferred  the  honours  of 
a  prifon-ftiip,  to  fighting  againft  the  country  who  had  em- 
ployed them.  Men  of  every  rank,  have  generally  felt,  and 
fpoke  alike,  as  if  the  cords  of  life  (fays  a  remarker)  llruck 
unifon  through  the  continent,  the  prefervation  of  the  union 
of  the  States,  the  purity  of  Congrefs,  the  unfhaken  patriot- 
ifm  of  every  general  alfembly,  the  aid  and  fupport  granted 
by  a  foreign  powerful  ally,  the  credit  the  United  States  ob- 
tained in  Europe  fo  as  to  procure  the  loan  of  large  fums  of 
money ;  to  which  may  be  added,  the  prefervation  of  the 
health,  life,  and  patriotifm  of  the  commander  in  chief  ;  his 
acceptablenefs  to  the  foldiery,  the  unexpe6led  fupplies  at 
critical  periods,  by  captures  from  their  enemy  (hinted  at,  in 
the  foregoing  addrefs,)  the  efforts  of  an  infant  country, 
prevailing  over  an  elder  country,  full  of  refources,  and  oblig. 
ing  the  latter  to  yield  to  the  former." 
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